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Unit Topics 

 I 

 

(a) Basics of Stylistics(I) 

 

The Concept of Style and Stylistics  

 The Nature and Scope of Stylistics 

 Style and Meaning 

A brief History of Stylistics: Rhetoric to Present Day 

Strengths and Limitations of Stylistics 

 

BASICS OF LINGUISTICS( II) 

 

 Linguistics and Stylistics 

Linguistic Criticism 

Linguistic Choice 

Literature and Stylistics 

Literary Language 

Practical Criticism and Stylistics 

Stylistics and the Levels of Language(style ,register and dialect) 

 

 

   

II (A) DISCOURSE ANALYSIS  

 

Introduction to Discourse Analysis  

 

The importance of context for the analysis of discourse  

Text and discourse  

Notion of Textuality –Coherence and Cohesion 

(B)Pragmatics and Meaning in Interaction  

Concepts of Pragmatics  

 

Principles and rules of interaction  

Literal and implied meaning  

The cooperative ,conversational (exchange structyures ,turn taking models 

,adjacency pairs ,repair mechanisms ,overlaps ,interruptions ,etc)and politeness ( 

the concept of face and theories of politeness )principles  

Speech Acts (direct and indirect )  

 

 

III Stylistics of poetry  

 

The concept of poetic diction ,poetic licence , 

The use of figures of speech and other poetic devices (alliteration ,assonance 

,imagery ,metaphor ,onomatopoeia ,personification ,rhyme ,meter ,stanza ,word 

play ,feelings etc) 

The Concept of Foregrounding ,usage of different types of repetition and 

deviation ,Parallelism  

Illustrations  
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S.T Coleridge : Kubla Khan  

Nissim Ezekiel Good Bye Party of for Miss Pushpa T.S. 

Maya Angelou: Still I Rise  

Or 

Wole Soyinka:Telephone Conversation   

 

 

 

 

IV Stylistics of DRAMA 

 

Theatre and drama  

Drama as a semiotic text  

Elements of drama (plot, character ,dialogue ,setting ,chorus, spectacle etc ) 

Dramatic text and performance text  

Dramatic dialogues and everyday conversations  

Dramatic dialogues and speech act theory  

Illustrations  

The Balcony Scene in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet or 

The Porter Scene in Shakespeare’s Macbeth  

The Opening Scene in Eugene O Neill ‘s Emperor Jones  

The Opening Scene in Girish Karnad’s Tughlaq: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V Stylistics of Fiction  

 

Fiction as narrative form of discourse  

Characterization ,setting ,narrator, theme and other elements like motif ,archetype 

symbol, irony etc  

Narrative techniques /strategies in fiction  

Point of view  

Distal deixis  

Illustrations(SHORT STORIES ) 

Edgar  Allan  Poe: The Fall of the House of Usher  

Kathereine Mansfield :The Fly  

R K Narayan: The Trail of the Green Blazer  

VI  Stylistics and Discourse Analysis Practice  

 

Stylistic interpretation and analysis of unseen poems and /or prose Passages  
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UNIT I 

Basics of Stylistics: 

Stylistics is the study of style in language, particularly in literary texts, using linguistic tools. It 

aims to explain how the use of language produces meaning, effect, and interpretation. 

The Concept of Style and Stylistics: 

Style refers to the distinctive way language is used by individuals, groups, or in specific contexts. 

Stylistics analyzes this style, considering both linguistic features (like syntax, phonology, and 

lexicon) and their impact on meaning and interpretation. 

Nature and Scope of Stylistics: 

Stylistics encompasses the analysis of various linguistic features, such as diction, sentence 

structure, and tone. It looks at how these elements contribute to a text’s meaning, focusing on 

both literary and non-literary texts. The scope includes interdisciplinary approaches combining 

linguistics, literary theory, and discourse analysis. 

 

Style and Meaning: 

Style directly influences meaning. Through specific linguistic choices, such as metaphor, 

imagery, or word order, authors shape how readers perceive and interpret a text. Stylistics 

investigates this relationship by examining how form and content interact. 

 

Brief History of Stylistics: Rhetoric to Present Day: 

Stylistics traces its roots to classical rhetoric, which focused on the art of persuasion and 

effective speech. Over time, with the rise of modern linguistics (20th century), it evolved into a 

scientific analysis of literary style. Contemporary stylistics integrates digital tools and cognitive 

approaches to study how texts create meaning. 

Strengths and Limitations of Stylistics: 

Strengths: 

 

Offers objective analysis of texts using linguistic tools. 
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Bridges the gap between literary analysis and linguistic theory. 

Enhances understanding of how language affects meaning and reader response. 

Limitations: 

May overlook broader cultural or contextual influences. 

Sometimes overly focused on micro-linguistic elements, missing larger thematic concerns. 

 

BASICS OF LINGUISTICS( II) 

 Linguistics and Stylistics: 

Linguistics provides the tools for stylistic analysis, focusing on how language works at various 

levels (syntax, phonology, semantics). Stylistics uses these insights to interpret the literary and 

aesthetic effects of language in texts. 

 

Linguistic Criticism: 

Linguistic criticism applies linguistic analysis to literary texts. It focuses on how linguistic 

structures, such as grammar and phonetics, contribute to literary meaning, often emphasizing the 

close relationship between form and content. 

 

Linguistic Choice: 

Linguistic choice refers to the specific decisions writers make in using language. These choices, 

such as word selection, sentence structure, and metaphor use, shape the style and meaning of the 

text. 

 

Literature and Stylistics: 

Literature benefits from stylistic analysis by uncovering the layers of meaning created through 

linguistic structures. Stylistics helps readers appreciate how authors craft their work and the 

impact of their stylistic choices. 

Literary Language: 
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Literary language often features deviation from everyday speech, using devices like metaphor, 

alliteration, and unusual syntax to evoke emotion and deeper meaning. Stylistics helps analyze 

how these deviations contribute to literary effects. 

 

Practical Criticism and Stylistics: 

Practical criticism focuses on the close reading of texts without regard to historical or 

biographical context. Stylistics complements this by providing tools for a detailed linguistic 

analysis, enhancing textual interpretation. 

Stylistics and the Levels of Language: 

Stylistics operates at various levels of language, including: 

Phonology (sound patterns), 

Morphology (word formation), 

Syntax (sentence structure), 

Semantics (meaning), 

Pragmatics (language use in context). By examining these levels, stylistics uncovers how 

meaning is constructed and communicated in texts. 

 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What is stylistics? 

A: Stylistics is the study of style in language, especially in literary texts, using linguistic 

techniques to understand meaning and effect. 

2. What is the concept of style in language? 

A: Style refers to the distinctive way language is used, which can vary according to the author, 

genre, or context. 

3. How does stylistics differ from traditional literary criticism? 

A: Stylistics uses linguistic tools to analyze texts objectively, while traditional literary criticism 

often focuses on subjective interpretation, themes, or historical context. 
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4. What is the primary focus of stylistics? 

A: The primary focus of stylistics is to examine how language choices in a text shape meaning, 

tone, and reader response. 

5. What is the nature of stylistics? 

A: Stylistics is interdisciplinary, combining elements of linguistics and literary analysis to 

examine both the structure of language and its artistic effects. 

6. What is the scope of stylistics? 

A: The scope of stylistics includes analyzing a wide range of texts (literary and non-literary) and 

linguistic features, such as phonology, syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. 

7. How are style and meaning related? 

A: Style affects meaning by influencing how readers perceive and interpret a text through 

specific language choices, such as sentence structure, word choice, and literary devices. 

8. What are the roots of stylistics in classical rhetoric? 

A: Stylistics originated from classical rhetoric, which was concerned with persuasive language 

and effective communication, evolving into modern linguistic analysis of texts. 

9. What is the strength of stylistics? 

A: The strength of stylistics is its objective, systematic approach to analyzing texts, providing 

clear explanations for linguistic choices. 

10. What is one limitation of stylistics? 

A: One limitation of stylistics is that it can focus too much on micro-linguistic features, 

sometimes neglecting broader thematic or cultural context. 

11. How does linguistics contribute to stylistics? 

A: Linguistics provides the theoretical tools and frameworks, such as syntax, semantics, and 

phonology, to analyze how language works in texts. 

12. What is linguistic criticism? 

A: Linguistic criticism is a method of literary analysis that focuses on the language structures in 

a text, such as grammar and sound patterns, to interpret its meaning. 

13. What is meant by linguistic choice? 
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A: Linguistic choice refers to the specific language decisions an author makes, such as word 

selection and sentence construction, which shape the style and impact of a text. 

14. How is stylistics relevant to literature? 

A: Stylistics enhances the analysis of literature by showing how language structures and choices 

create literary effects, deepening the reader's understanding of a text. 

15. What is literary language? 

A: Literary language often involves deviation from everyday speech, using devices like 

metaphor, symbolism, and complex sentence structures to convey deeper meaning. 

16. What is practical criticism? 

A: Practical criticism involves closely reading a text and analyzing its language and structure 

without considering the author’s background or historical context. 

17. How does stylistics complement practical criticism? 

A: Stylistics complements practical criticism by offering linguistic tools to analyze the detailed 

language use and its effects on the reader. 

18. What are the levels of language in stylistics? 

A: The levels of language in stylistics include phonology (sound), morphology (word structure), 

syntax (sentence structure), semantics (meaning), and pragmatics (language in use). 

19. Why is linguistic choice important in stylistics? 

A: Linguistic choice is important because it determines how meaning and style are constructed, 

revealing the author’s intentions and the text’s impact on the reader. 

20. How does stylistics analyze meaning at different levels of language? 

A: Stylistics analyzes meaning by looking at how sound patterns (phonology), word choices 

(morphology), sentence structure (syntax), and context (pragmatics) work together to create a 

unified interpretation of a text. 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What is the role of stylistics in the analysis of literary texts? 

A: Stylistics plays a critical role in analyzing literary texts by examining how linguistic 

elements—such as sentence structure, diction, phonology, and figurative language—create 
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meaning, tone, and emotional effect. It applies linguistic methods to reveal patterns and devices 

that might go unnoticed, enhancing the interpretation of literature through an objective lens. 

 

2. How does stylistics differ from traditional approaches to literary criticism? 

A: Unlike traditional literary criticism, which may focus on thematic content, historical context, 

or biographical background, stylistics centers on the language of the text itself. It employs 

linguistic analysis to study how specific features of language—like syntax, word choice, and 

phonetic patterns—impact meaning. This approach emphasizes a more scientific analysis of how 

texts function linguistically. 

 

3. Explain the concept of ‘style’ in relation to language. 

A: In linguistic and literary contexts, ‘style’ refers to the distinctive use of language by an author, 

speaker, or in a particular genre. It encompasses a range of elements, including vocabulary, 

sentence structure, tone, and rhetorical devices. Style is important because it shapes how readers 

interpret the meaning of a text and experience its emotional and aesthetic effects. 

 

4. What is the nature and scope of stylistics? 

A: Stylistics is interdisciplinary, blending linguistic and literary analysis. Its scope includes the 

analysis of both literary and non-literary texts, focusing on features like sound, structure, 

meaning, and context. Stylistics studies how language choices create effects and communicate 

meaning, considering both micro-level (individual words or phrases) and macro-level (overall 

structure and discourse) aspects of texts. 

 

5. How do style and meaning interrelate in a text? 

A: Style and meaning are closely interwoven in texts. The style, through its linguistic choices, 

shapes the way a reader interprets the content. For instance, short sentences might create tension, 

while elaborate descriptions can slow down the narrative and emphasize certain details. Stylistics 

examines how these stylistic choices affect interpretation, helping to uncover layers of meaning. 

 

6. Outline the history of stylistics from rhetoric to modern-day approaches. 
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A: Stylistics originated in classical rhetoric, which focused on persuasive techniques in speech 

and writing. Over time, especially in the 20th century, the development of modern linguistics 

introduced a more formal, scientific approach to analyzing style. The work of linguists like 

Ferdinand de Saussure and later Roman Jakobson influenced contemporary stylistics, which now 

integrates methods from linguistics, cognitive science, and digital tools to analyze texts. 

 

7. What are the main strengths of stylistics as a method of analysis? 

A: Stylistics offers objective, replicable insights into the use of language in texts. By focusing on 

linguistic features, it provides detailed explanations for how texts produce certain effects, such as 

tone or emotion. Stylistics also bridges the gap between literary criticism and linguistic analysis, 

offering a systematic way to study texts. 

 

8. What are some limitations of stylistics? 

A: One limitation of stylistics is its tendency to focus heavily on language features at the expense 

of broader historical, cultural, or thematic context. By concentrating on linguistic detail, it can 

sometimes overlook the socio-cultural influences that shape texts. Additionally, stylistic analysis 

may become too technical, making it less accessible to readers unfamiliar with linguistic 

terminology. 

 

9. How does linguistics underpin stylistics? 

A: Linguistics provides the framework and tools for stylistics, offering methods to analyze the 

structure and function of language. Linguistic theories on syntax, semantics, phonology, and 

pragmatics enable stylisticians to dissect the language of texts and explain how different 

linguistic choices contribute to meaning, tone, and stylistic effect. 

 

10. What is linguistic criticism, and how does it relate to stylistics? 

A: Linguistic criticism is a branch of literary analysis that emphasizes the role of linguistic 

structure—such as grammar, syntax, and phonetics—in shaping meaning within a text. It is 

closely related to stylistics, as both approaches use linguistic methods to analyze texts, though 

linguistic criticism often focuses more on structural aspects rather than interpretive effects. 
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11. What is meant by ‘linguistic choice’ in stylistics, and why is it significant? 

A: Linguistic choice refers to the decisions authors make regarding which words, sentence 

structures, and rhetorical devices to use in their texts. These choices are significant because they 

shape the reader’s perception of meaning and tone. Stylistics examines these choices to uncover 

how they affect the overall message and emotional impact of a text. 

 

12. How does stylistics contribute to our understanding of literature? 

A: Stylistics contributes to literary studies by revealing how the formal aspects of language—

such as metaphor, imagery, sentence structure, and sound patterns—contribute to meaning and 

aesthetic effects in a text. By analyzing these features, stylistics provides insights into the 

author’s craft and how language choices shape the reader’s interpretation of a work. 

 

13. What is ‘literary language’ and how does stylistics approach it? 

A: Literary language is often more creative or complex than everyday speech, involving 

elements like metaphor, irony, symbolism, and non-standard syntax. Stylistics examines how 

these linguistic deviations from normal language use create literary effects. For example, stylistic 

analysis might explore how a metaphor conveys a deeper meaning or how unusual word order 

impacts the text’s tone. 

 

14. How does practical criticism intersect with stylistics? 

A: Practical criticism emphasizes close reading of texts, focusing on the language and structure 

of a work without considering external context, such as the author’s life or historical background. 

Stylistics complements practical criticism by using linguistic tools to analyze these features in a 

more systematic, scientific way, deepening the insights gained from close reading. 

 

15. How does stylistics operate at different levels of language? 

A: Stylistics examines language at multiple levels: 

Phonology (sound patterns, like rhyme and alliteration), 

Morphology (word formation), 
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Syntax (sentence structure), 

Semantics (meaning of words and sentences), 

Pragmatics (contextual use of language). 

By analyzing these layers, stylistics helps to explain how different elements work together to 

create meaning and aesthetic effect in a text. 

 

 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What are the key concepts of stylistics, and how does it function as a bridge between 

linguistics and literary criticism? 

A: Stylistics is the study of style, particularly how language is used in literary texts. It bridges 

linguistics and literary criticism by applying linguistic methods to understand and interpret 

literature. Stylisticians focus on how different levels of language—sound (phonology), word 

formation (morphology), sentence structure (syntax), meaning (semantics), and context 

(pragmatics)—work together to create meaning and aesthetic effects. While linguistics provides 

the technical tools to analyze the structure of language, literary criticism supplies the 

interpretative framework to understand how language evokes emotions, builds imagery, and 

communicates themes. Stylistics integrates these two fields, enabling a detailed and objective 

analysis of how authors use language to shape readers’ responses to their texts. 

 

2. What is the nature and scope of stylistics, and how does it apply to both literary and non-

literary texts? 

A: The nature of stylistics is interdisciplinary, combining elements of linguistics, literary theory, 

and rhetoric to analyze how language functions in texts. The scope of stylistics is broad, 

encompassing the study of both literary and non-literary texts, including media, advertisements, 

political speeches, and everyday conversation. Stylistics examines various linguistic elements—

such as diction, sentence structure, tone, and figurative language—and explores how these 

elements contribute to the meaning and effect of a text. By using a linguistic framework, 

stylisticians can objectively describe how language functions in a text and how it influences 

readers or listeners. The broad scope of stylistics allows for the analysis of not only literary 

works but also practical language use in different contexts. 
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3. How do style and meaning interrelate in stylistics, and how does the analysis of style affect 

our understanding of a text? 

A: Style refers to the distinctive way an author uses language to convey meaning, and in 

stylistics, style and meaning are considered inseparable. An author’s choice of words, sentence 

structure, rhythm, and figurative language creates a unique voice and tone, shaping how a reader 

interprets the text. For example, short, sharp sentences may create tension or urgency, while 

long, flowing sentences may evoke calmness or reflection. Stylistics examines these choices 

systematically, looking at how style influences the interpretation of themes, characters, and 

emotions. By analyzing the style of a text, stylisticians can reveal deeper layers of meaning, 

uncovering how language shapes not only the content but also the reader’s emotional and 

intellectual engagement with the text. 

 

4. Trace the history of stylistics from classical rhetoric to contemporary approaches, highlighting 

key developments. 

A: Stylistics has its roots in classical rhetoric, which was concerned with the art of persuasion 

and effective communication in speeches and writing. Ancient rhetoricians, such as Aristotle and 

Cicero, focused on the use of figures of speech, sentence structure, and diction to create 

persuasive arguments. Over time, this study evolved, and with the rise of modern linguistics in 

the 20th century, stylistics began to focus more on the scientific analysis of language. Linguists 

like Ferdinand de Saussure and Roman Jakobson laid the groundwork for structuralist 

approaches to stylistics, emphasizing the relationship between language and meaning. In the 

1960s and 70s, stylistics expanded to incorporate discourse analysis, cognitive approaches, and 

computational tools, allowing for a more detailed analysis of how language constructs meaning 

in different contexts. Contemporary stylistics continues to evolve, integrating digital methods 

and interdisciplinary perspectives to analyze both literary and non-literary texts. 

 

5. What are the strengths and limitations of stylistics as a method of literary analysis? 

A: Strengths: 

Stylistics offers an objective, systematic approach to literary analysis, focusing on the linguistic 

features of a text. This allows for a detailed examination of how language functions to create 

meaning and effect. 

It bridges the gap between linguistics and literary criticism, providing tools to analyze the formal 

aspects of language while still engaging with interpretative concerns. 
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Stylistics can be applied to a wide range of texts, both literary and non-literary, making it 

versatile and interdisciplinary. 

It enhances close reading skills, helping readers to notice subtle linguistic features, such as sound 

patterns, word choices, and sentence structures, that contribute to the text’s impact. 

Limitations: 

Stylistics can sometimes focus too much on micro-level linguistic features, neglecting broader 

cultural, historical, or thematic elements of a text. 

The technical linguistic terminology may be difficult for those without a background in 

linguistics, making stylistic analysis less accessible to general readers. 

By focusing on language alone, stylistics may overlook other important aspects of literature, 

such as the author’s intention, reader response, and sociopolitical context. 

 

6. Explain the relationship between linguistics and stylistics. How does linguistic theory inform 

stylistic analysis? 

A: Linguistics and stylistics are closely related fields, with linguistics providing the theoretical 

foundation for stylistic analysis. Linguistics is the scientific study of language, focusing on how 

it is structured and used. It examines various levels of language, including phonology (sound), 

morphology (word formation), syntax (sentence structure), semantics (meaning), and pragmatics 

(contextual language use). Stylistics applies these linguistic theories to the analysis of texts, 

particularly literary works, to understand how linguistic choices contribute to meaning and 

aesthetic effect. For example, a stylistician might use linguistic theories about sentence structure 

to analyze how an author creates suspense or tension in a narrative. Linguistic analysis in 

stylistics reveals how language functions in literature, helping readers appreciate the artistry 

behind an author’s linguistic choices. 

 

7. What is linguistic criticism, and how does it approach the analysis of texts differently from 

traditional literary criticism? 

A: Linguistic criticism is a method of literary analysis that focuses on the linguistic structures 

within a text—such as grammar, syntax, phonology, and semantics—to interpret its meaning. 

Unlike traditional literary criticism, which may emphasize thematic content, historical context, or 

authorial intent, linguistic criticism concentrates on the language itself. It considers how 

linguistic choices shape meaning, tone, and reader response. For instance, linguistic criticism 
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might examine how sentence length, word order, or sound patterns contribute to the emotional 

impact of a poem. This approach is more formal and objective than traditional literary criticism, 

using linguistic theory to analyze texts systematically. 

 

8. How does linguistic choice affect style, and what role does it play in shaping the meaning of a 

text? 

A: Linguistic choice refers to the specific language decisions an author makes when crafting a 

text, including word selection, sentence structure, and figurative language. These choices are 

central to defining the style of a text and play a critical role in shaping its meaning. For example, 

the use of colloquial language can create a sense of intimacy or informality, while formal, 

elevated diction might convey seriousness or authority. Similarly, short, fragmented sentences 

can build tension, while long, flowing sentences might create a more reflective or lyrical tone. 

Stylistics analyzes these linguistic choices to understand how they contribute to the overall 

meaning and emotional effect of a text, revealing the deliberate ways authors use language to 

communicate their themes and engage their audience. 

 

9. What is the significance of literary language in stylistics, and how does it differ from everyday 

language? 

A: Literary language often differs from everyday speech in its use of figurative language, 

complex syntax, and deviation from grammatical norms. It may employ metaphors, similes, 

symbols, and other rhetorical devices to convey deeper meanings or evoke emotional responses. 

In stylistics, literary language is studied to understand how these deviations from ordinary 

language create aesthetic effects. For example, the use of metaphor in poetry can transform a 

simple image into a symbol with profound meaning. Stylistic analysis explores how literary 

language manipulates sound, structure, and meaning to engage readers on multiple levels, 

offering a richer interpretative experience compared to everyday communication. 

10. How does stylistics operate at different levels of language, and what insights can be gained 

from analyzing each level? 

A: Stylistics operates at multiple levels of language, each contributing to the overall meaning and 

effect of a text. These levels include: 

Phonology: The study of sound patterns, such as alliteration, rhyme, and rhythm, which can 

enhance the musicality or emotional tone of a text. 
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Morphology: The structure of words, including prefixes and suffixes, which can reveal how 

meaning is constructed at the word level. 

Syntax: Sentence structure, including word order and sentence length, which influences the flow, 

tension, and emphasis in a text. 

Semantics: The meaning of words and phrases, where stylistic analysis examines how specific 

word choices affect interpretation. 

Pragmatics: The use of language in context, where stylisticians analyze how language choices 

depend on the situation, speaker, or audience. 

Analyzing each level helps to uncover how linguistic elements work together to produce 

meaning and aesthetic effects. For example, the repetition of sounds (phonology) can create a 

sense of unity or tension, while unusual word order (syntax) may draw attention to particular 

themes or ideas. By studying these levels, stylisticians gain a deeper understanding of how texts 

communicate and evoke responses in readers. 

 

MULTIPLE TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

1. What is stylistics primarily concerned with? 

a) Thematic content of a text 

b) Historical context of a text 

c) Language and style of a text 

d) Author’s biography 

Answer: c) Language and style of a text 

 

2. Which of the following best describes 'style' in stylistics? 

a) The overall plot of a text 

b) The distinctive way language is used 

c) The historical background of a text 

d) The moral message of a text 
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Answer: b) The distinctive way language is used 

 

3. Stylistics is considered a bridge between which two fields? 

a) Psychology and literature 

b) History and sociology 

c) Linguistics and literary criticism 

d) Philosophy and semiotics 

Answer: c) Linguistics and literary criticism 

 

4. What is the primary focus of stylistic analysis? 

a) The historical context of the text 

b) The thematic content of the text 

c) The language and how it creates meaning 

d) The author’s background 

Answer: c) The language and how it creates meaning 

 

5. Which of the following is not a key level of analysis in stylistics? 

a) Syntax 

b) Phonology 

c) Semantics 

d) Geography 

Answer: d) Geography 

 

6. What does the term 'linguistic choice' refer to in stylistics? 
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a) The choice of themes in a text 

b) The author’s decision on word and sentence use 

c) The choice of character names 

d) The selection of plot devices 

Answer: b) The author’s decision on word and sentence use 

 

7. Which ancient discipline is considered the precursor to modern stylistics? 

a) Philosophy 

b) Rhetoric 

c) Anthropology 

d) Sociology 

Answer: b) Rhetoric 

 

8. Which of the following is a strength of stylistics? 

a) It focuses on the biography of the author 

b) It provides objective analysis using linguistic tools 

c) It ignores the language and focuses only on themes 

d) It does not consider reader response 

Answer: b) It provides objective analysis using linguistic tools 

 

9. Which linguistic level examines the sound patterns in language, such as rhyme and 

alliteration? 

a) Syntax 

b) Phonology 

c) Morphology 
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d) Semantics 

Answer: b) Phonology 

 

10. Practical criticism focuses on which aspect of a text? 

a) Historical context 

b) Author’s life 

c) Close reading of language and structure 

d) Reader's emotional response 

Answer: c) Close reading of language and structure 

 

11. In stylistics, what is meant by 'literary language'? 

a) Language that strictly follows grammar rules 

b) Language that is identical to everyday speech 

c) Language that often deviates from everyday use for artistic effect 

d) Language used in non-fiction 

Answer: c) Language that often deviates from everyday use for artistic effect 

 

12. Who is considered a foundational figure in modern linguistics and had a significant influence 

on stylistics? 

a) Aristotle 

b) Ferdinand de Saussure 

c) William Wordsworth 

d) Plato 

Answer: b) Ferdinand de Saussure 
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13. Which of the following is a limitation of stylistics? 

a) It does not provide a systematic approach to language 

b) It ignores the role of language in a text 

c) It may overemphasize language features at the expense of cultural context 

d) It is only applicable to non-literary texts 

Answer: c) It may overemphasize language features at the expense of cultural context 

 

14. What is the study of sentence structure in stylistics called? 

a) Morphology 

b) Syntax 

c) Phonology 

d) Semantics 

Answer: b) Syntax 

 

15. Which branch of criticism focuses on the role of linguistic structures like grammar and 

phonetics in shaping meaning? 

a) Structuralism 

b) Linguistic criticism 

c) Marxist criticism 

d) Postcolonial criticism 

Answer: b) Linguistic criticism 

 

16. How does stylistics approach 'meaning' in a text? 

a) By analyzing the cultural background of the author 

b) By examining language features such as word choice, sentence structure, and tone 
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c) By focusing only on historical events mentioned in the text 

d) By studying the moral lesson of the story 

Answer: b) By examining language features such as word choice, sentence structure, and tone 

 

17. Which of the following is not typically analyzed in stylistics? 

a) Word choice 

b) Plot development 

c) Sentence structure 

d) Sound patterns 

Answer: b) Plot development 

 

18. What is the function of pragmatics in stylistic analysis? 

a) Study of the origins of words 

b) Study of how context influences language use 

c) Study of poetic structure 

d) Study of punctuation 

Answer: b) Study of how context influences language use 

 

19. Which term best describes the study of meaning in language? 

a) Phonology 

b) Morphology 

c) Semantics 

d) Syntax 

Answer: c) Semantics 
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20. What is the primary objective of stylistics in literature? 

a) To explain the biographical background of the author 

b) To analyze the historical events of the text 

c) To examine how linguistic features create meaning and aesthetic effect 

d) To evaluate the political implications of a text 

Answer: c) To examine how linguistic features create meaning and aesthetic effect 

 

21. What is stylistics primarily concerned with? 

a) Thematic content of a text 

b) Historical context of a text 

c) Language and style of a text 

d) Author’s biography 

Answer: c) Language and style of a text 

 

22. Which of the following best describes 'style' in stylistics? 

a) The overall plot of a text 

b) The distinctive way language is used 

c) The historical background of a text 

d) The moral message of a text 

Answer: b) The distinctive way language is used 

 

23. Stylistics is considered a bridge between which two fields? 

a) Psychology and literature 
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b) History and sociology 

c) Linguistics and literary criticism 

d) Philosophy and semiotics 

Answer: c) Linguistics and literary criticism 

 

24. What is the primary focus of stylistic analysis? 

a) The historical context of the text 

b) The thematic content of the text 

c) The language and how it creates meaning 

d) The author’s background 

Answer: c) The language and how it creates meaning 

 

25. Which of the following is not a key level of analysis in stylistics? 

a) Syntax 

b) Phonology 

c) Semantics 

d) Geography 

Answer: d) Geography 

 

26. What does the term 'linguistic choice' refer to in stylistics? 

a) The choice of themes in a text 

b) The author’s decision on word and sentence use 

c) The choice of character names 

d) The selection of plot devices 
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Answer: b) The author’s decision on word and sentence use 

 

27. Which ancient discipline is considered the precursor to modern stylistics? 

a) Philosophy 

b) Rhetoric 

c) Anthropology 

d) Sociology 

Answer: b) Rhetoric 

 

28. Which of the following is a strength of stylistics? 

a) It focuses on the biography of the author 

b) It provides objective analysis using linguistic tools 

c) It ignores the language and focuses only on themes 

d) It does not consider reader response 

Answer: b) It provides objective analysis using linguistic tools 

 

29. Which linguistic level examines the sound patterns in language, such as rhyme and 

alliteration? 

a) Syntax 

b) Phonology 

c) Morphology 

d) Semantics 

Answer: b) Phonology 

 

30. Practical criticism focuses on which aspect of a text? 
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a) Historical context 

b) Author’s life 

c) Close reading of language and structure 

d) Reader's emotional response 

Answer: c) Close reading of language and structure 
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UNIT II 

DISCOURSE ANALYSIS  

Discourse analysis is the study of language in use, examining how sentences, utterances, or texts 

function in communication. It explores how meaning is constructed through context, social 

interaction, and cultural practices, rather than focusing solely on individual sentences or words. 

 

 Introduction to Discourse Analysis 

Discourse analysis goes beyond traditional sentence-level linguistic analysis by considering 

larger language units, like conversations, interviews, or written texts. It looks at how meaning is 

shaped by social, cultural, and situational factors. Scholars in discourse analysis study how 

power, identity, and relationships are negotiated through language, often integrating theories 

from sociology, anthropology, and pragmatics. 

 

 The Importance of Context for the Analysis of Discourse 

Context is crucial in discourse analysis because it helps to interpret meaning, resolve ambiguity, 

and understand the speaker’s intent. It includes social, cultural, historical, and situational 

elements. Without considering context, the meaning of discourse can be misinterpreted, as the 

same sentence or word may have different meanings depending on the environment or the 

participants. 

 

Text and Discourse 

Text refers to the written or spoken material under analysis, while discourse refers to the process 

of communication or interaction that occurs through language. Text can be analyzed in isolation, 

but discourse considers the interactive, dynamic, and contextual nature of communication, where 

meaning is co-constructed between participants. 

 

Notions of Textuality, Coherence, and Cohesion 

Textuality refers to the qualities that make a sequence of sentences a unified and meaningful text. 

Coherence is the logical connections and sense of the whole text, based on ideas or themes. 
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Cohesion refers to the linguistic features (such as pronouns, conjunctions, and ellipsis) that link 

parts of a text together, making it grammatically connected. 

 

Pragmatics and Meaning in Interaction 

Pragmatics studies how context influences the interpretation of meaning in interaction. It looks at 

how speakers use language beyond its literal meaning, taking into account factors such as the 

speaker’s intent, the listener’s interpretation, and the situational context. 

Concept of Pragmatics 

Pragmatics is the branch of linguistics that focuses on how people use language in social 

contexts and how meaning is shaped by those contexts. It explores concepts like implied 

meaning, conversational implicature, and the roles of speakers and listeners in communication. 

Principles and Rules of Interaction 

Interaction in discourse is governed by certain principles and rules that ensure effective 

communication. These include turn-taking in conversations, adjacency pairs (like question-

answer sequences), and conventions that guide how people exchange information in dialogue. 

Literal and Implied Meaning 

Literal meaning refers to the direct, explicit meaning of words as defined by linguistic 

conventions. 

Implied meaning (or implicature) is the meaning that is suggested or hinted at by the speaker but 

not directly stated, often understood through context and shared knowledge. 

The Cooperative, Conversational, and Politeness Principles 

Cooperative Principle: Proposed by Grice, this principle suggests that speakers and listeners 

work together cooperatively to ensure effective communication. Grice introduced four maxims: 

quality (truthfulness), quantity (informativeness), relation (relevance), and manner (clarity).  

Conversational Principle: The idea that conversation follows certain social norms or 

expectations, like turn-taking or topic management, which help maintain a smooth interaction. 

Politeness Principle: Developed by Brown and Levinson, this principle suggests that speakers 

use strategies to save face and maintain social harmony in communication, often through 

indirectness or mitigating language. 
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Speech Acts 

A speech act is an utterance that performs an action. John Searle’s Speech Act Theory identifies 

three types of speech acts: 

Locutionary act: The actual words spoken. 

Illocutionary act: The intended action or purpose (e.g., requesting, commanding). 

Perlocutionary act: The effect on the listener, such as persuading or making someone feel a 

certain way. 

Speech acts reveal how language functions not just to convey information but also to perform 

social actions, such as making promises or giving orders. 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What is discourse analysis? 

Answer: Discourse analysis is the study of language use in texts and contexts, focusing on how 

meaning is constructed through interaction and social factors. 

2. How does context affect discourse analysis? 

Answer: Context shapes the meaning of discourse by providing background information, such as 

social, cultural, and situational factors, which influence interpretation. 

3. What is the difference between text and discourse? 

Answer: Text refers to written or spoken material, while discourse encompasses the dynamic 

process of communication, including social interaction and context. 

4. Define 'textuality'. 

Answer: Textuality is the quality that makes a sequence of sentences form a meaningful, 

coherent text. 

5. What is coherence in a text? 

Answer: Coherence refers to the logical connections and the overall sense of unity in a text based 

on ideas or themes. 

6. What is cohesion in discourse? 

Answer: Cohesion involves the linguistic features (e.g., pronouns, conjunctions) that connect 

parts of a text, providing grammatical unity. 
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7. What is pragmatics? 

Answer: Pragmatics is the branch of linguistics that studies how meaning is constructed in 

context, focusing on language use in communication. 

8. Why is context important in pragmatics? 

Answer: Context is important in pragmatics because it helps interpret implied meanings, 

intentions, and the social rules governing interaction. 

9. What are the principles of interaction in discourse? 

Answer: Principles of interaction include rules like turn-taking, adjacency pairs, and maintaining 

coherence in conversation. 

10. What is literal meaning? 

Answer: Literal meaning refers to the explicit, direct meaning of words according to their 

conventional use. 

11. What is implied meaning? 

Answer: Implied meaning (implicature) is the meaning suggested or inferred by the speaker but 

not directly stated, often understood through context. 

12. What is Grice's Cooperative Principle? 

Answer: Grice's Cooperative Principle suggests that speakers and listeners cooperate to make 

conversations meaningful, following maxims of quality, quantity, relevance, and manner. 

13. What are Grice’s maxims? 

Answer: Grice's maxims are: quality (truthfulness), quantity (informativeness), relevance 

(staying on topic), and manner (clarity and orderliness). 

14. What is the politeness principle? 

Answer: The politeness principle suggests that speakers use strategies to avoid face-threatening 

acts and maintain social harmony, often through indirect or polite language. 

15. Define 'speech act'. 

Answer: A speech act is an utterance that performs an action, such as making a promise, giving 

an order, or making a request. 

16. What is an illocutionary act in speech act theory? 
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Answer: An illocutionary act refers to the intended action behind an utterance, such as asking, 

commanding, or promising. 

17. What is a locutionary act? 

Answer: A locutionary act is the actual act of saying something, the production of a meaningful 

utterance. 

18. What is a perlocutionary act? 

Answer: A perlocutionary act is the effect of an utterance on the listener, such as persuading or 

impressing them. 

19. How does pragmatics differ from semantics? 

Answer: Semantics deals with the literal meaning of words, while pragmatics focuses on how 

context and interaction shape meaning. 

20. What is the role of cohesion in discourse? 

Answer: Cohesion creates connections between parts of a text through linguistic devices like 

pronouns, conjunctions, and lexical repetition, ensuring grammatical unity. 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What is the primary focus of discourse analysis, and how does it differ from traditional 

linguistic analysis? 

Answer: Discourse analysis focuses on language use in context, exploring how meaning is 

constructed in interactions, conversations, or texts, considering social and cultural factors. It 

differs from traditional linguistic analysis, which typically focuses on smaller linguistic units like 

words and sentences without considering broader contextual factors. 

 

2. Why is context essential for understanding discourse? Provide an example. 

Answer: Context is crucial because it shapes the meaning of words, sentences, and utterances by 

providing background information, such as who is speaking, the relationship between 

participants, and the situation. For example, the sentence “Can you pass the salt?” might be 

interpreted as a polite request at a dinner table, but without context, its meaning could be 

ambiguous. 

 



                                                    STYLISTICS AND DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

 
 

31 
 

3. Explain the relationship between text and discourse. 

Answer: Text refers to the written or spoken material being analyzed, while discourse refers to 

the process of language in use, emphasizing interaction, context, and the construction of 

meaning. While a text can be a static product, discourse involves dynamic elements like how 

meaning shifts based on context, participants, and communicative intent. 

 

4. What are coherence and cohesion in discourse analysis? How do they contribute to textuality? 

Answer: Coherence refers to the logical flow and overall sense of a text, ensuring that ideas are 

connected meaningfully. Cohesion is the use of linguistic devices (such as pronouns, 

conjunctions, and lexical repetition) that grammatically link different parts of the text. Both 

coherence and cohesion contribute to textuality by making the text a unified, intelligible whole. 

5. Define pragmatics and explain its relevance in discourse analysis. 

Answer: Pragmatics is the study of how context influences the interpretation of meaning in 

language use. In discourse analysis, pragmatics helps explain how speakers convey meanings 

beyond the literal interpretation of words, considering factors like speaker intent, cultural norms, 

and situational context to uncover implied or inferred meanings in communication. 

 

6. What are some key principles and rules of interaction in discourse? 

Answer: Key principles of interaction include turn-taking (ensuring participants know when to 

speak), adjacency pairs (e.g., question-answer sequences), and topic management (how speakers 

introduce, maintain, or shift topics). These rules help structure conversations and ensure they are 

coherent and understandable for participants. 

 

7. How does literal meaning differ from implied meaning? 

Answer: Literal meaning refers to the explicit meaning of words based on their conventional 

definitions, whereas implied meaning (implicature) refers to the meaning that is suggested or 

hinted at by the speaker but not directly stated. Implied meanings rely heavily on context and 

shared knowledge between speakers. 

 

8. What is the Cooperative Principle, and how does it function in conversations? 
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Answer: The Cooperative Principle, introduced by Grice, suggests that speakers and listeners 

cooperate to communicate effectively. It is guided by four maxims: quality (truthfulness), 

quantity (giving the right amount of information), relation (staying relevant), and manner (being 

clear). When these maxims are flouted, it often leads to implied meanings or conversational 

implicatures. 

 

9. What are the four maxims of Grice’s Cooperative Principle? Give an example of how flouting 

a maxim can create implied meaning. 

Answer: The four maxims are: 

1. Quality: Be truthful. 

2. Quantity: Provide the right amount of information. 

3. Relation: Be relevant. 

4. Manner: Be clear and orderly. For example, if someone asks, “How was the movie?” and the 

response is “Well, the popcorn was great,” the speaker is flouting the maxim of relation, 

implying that the movie wasn’t enjoyable without explicitly saying so. 

 

10. What is the Politeness Principle, and how does it relate to maintaining social harmony? 

Answer: The Politeness Principle, developed by Brown and Levinson, suggests that speakers use 

linguistic strategies to avoid threatening the “face” or self-esteem of others in social interactions. 

It relates to maintaining social harmony by allowing speakers to mitigate face-threatening acts 

through politeness strategies, such as indirectness or using softening language. 

 

11. What are speech acts, and how do they function in communication? 

Answer: Speech acts are utterances that perform actions, such as making requests, giving orders, 

or making promises. According to Speech Act Theory (Searle), there are three types of acts: 

locutionary (the actual words spoken), illocutionary (the intended function, like requesting), and 

perlocutionary (the effect on the listener). Speech acts are vital in communication because they 

show how language can function not just to convey information but to perform social actions. 
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12. Differentiate between a locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary act in Speech Act 

Theory. 

Answer:Locutionary act: The act of producing a meaningful utterance (e.g., saying, “Close the 

window”). 

Illocutionary act: The intention behind the utterance (e.g., requesting or commanding someone to 

close the window). 

Perlocutionary act: The effect the utterance has on the listener (e.g., convincing or persuading 

someone to close the window). 

 

13. Explain the concept of conversational implicature and provide an example. 

Answer: Conversational implicature refers to meaning that is implied by the speaker but not 

directly stated, often inferred through context and adherence (or lack thereof) to Grice's maxims. 

For example, if someone says, “It’s cold in here,” they might be indirectly suggesting that the 

listener should close the window, even though they haven't explicitly asked. 

 

14. How does pragmatics differ from semantics, and why is this distinction important in 

discourse analysis? 

Answer: Pragmatics focuses on how meaning is shaped by context and interaction, while 

semantics deals with the literal meaning of words and sentences. This distinction is crucial in 

discourse analysis because understanding meaning often requires considering the speaker's 

intent, the context of the conversation, and the relationship between speakers, which pragmatics 

emphasizes. 

 

15. What role do cohesion and coherence play in effective communication? 

Answer: Cohesion ensures that the parts of a text or discourse are grammatically and lexically 

linked, using devices like pronouns and conjunctions to connect sentences. Coherence, on the 

other hand, ensures that the ideas within the text are logically and meaningfully connected. 

Together, they help create a clear, unified message that is easier for the audience to understand 

and follow. 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  
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1. What is discourse analysis, and how has it evolved as a field of study? Discuss its key features 

and applications. 

Answer: Discourse analysis is the study of language use in texts and contexts, focusing on how 

meaning is constructed through interaction and social factors. It evolved from linguistics, 

anthropology, sociology, and literary theory to address the limitations of traditional sentence-

based analysis, emphasizing the importance of larger language units like conversations, 

interviews, and written texts. Key features include the study of how power, identity, and 

relationships are negotiated through language, how context influences meaning, and how 

discourse shapes and is shaped by social structures. Applications of discourse analysis range 

from media studies to political discourse, legal language, and educational contexts, where it is 

used to analyze how language reflects and perpetuates social norms, ideologies, and power 

dynamics. 

2. Explain the importance of context in discourse analysis. How does context influence the 

interpretation of discourse, and what are the types of context considered? 

Answer: Context is crucial in discourse analysis because it provides the background needed to 

interpret language meaningfully. Without context, utterances can be ambiguous or 

misunderstood. Context includes social, cultural, situational, and historical elements that help 

determine how language is interpreted. There are different types of context: 

Situational context: Refers to the immediate environment in which the discourse occurs, 

including who is speaking, the physical setting, and the purpose of communication. 

Social context: Involves the social roles and relationships between participants, including power 

dynamics, hierarchy, and politeness strategies. 

Cultural context: Encompasses the broader cultural norms, values, and ideologies that influence 

how language is understood. 

Historical context: Considers the time and place in which the discourse takes place, which can 

affect meaning based on events, practices, or social trends relevant at that time. Context shapes 

everything from word choice and tone to the interpretation of implied meanings and speech acts, 

making it essential for a comprehensive analysis of discourse. 

 

3. How are text and discourse related, and how do notions of textuality, coherence, and cohesion 

contribute to understanding discourse? 

Answer: Text and discourse are closely related but distinct concepts. Text refers to the actual 

written or spoken material, while discourse refers to the communicative process in which that 



                                                    STYLISTICS AND DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

 
 

35 
 

text is used to convey meaning in context. Discourse focuses on interaction, interpretation, and 

the social and cultural aspects of communication. 

Textuality refers to the quality that makes a sequence of sentences or utterances a unified, 

coherent text rather than a random collection of statements. 

Coherence is the logical and meaningful connection between ideas in a text. It is achieved when 

the ideas presented are consistent with one another and contribute to the overall purpose of the 

discourse. 

Cohesion is the use of linguistic devices like pronouns, conjunctions, and lexical repetition to 

link different parts of a text grammatically and lexically. Cohesion helps create surface-level 

connections between sentences or clauses, while coherence operates at a deeper, more conceptual 

level. Together, coherence and cohesion ensure that discourse is understandable, logical, and 

easy to follow. 

 

4. Define pragmatics and explain its role in discourse analysis. How does pragmatics differ from 

semantics, and why is it important in understanding language use? 

Answer: Pragmatics is the branch of linguistics that studies how context influences the 

interpretation of meaning in language use. It deals with aspects of meaning that depend on the 

speaker’s intentions, the listener’s interpretation, and the situational and cultural context. 

Pragmatics is essential in discourse analysis because it helps explain how speakers convey 

meanings beyond the literal interpretation of words, focusing on language as a tool for 

interaction. 

Semantics deals with the literal meaning of words and sentences, independent of the context, 

while pragmatics considers how context, speaker intentions, and social factors influence how 

meaning is conveyed and interpreted. For instance, the sentence “It’s cold in here” could simply 

state a fact (semantics), but in context, it could also be a request to close a window (pragmatics). 

Pragmatics is crucial for understanding implied meanings, politeness strategies, conversational 

implicature, and how social norms shape communication. It allows us to interpret language in 

real-world interactions where literal meanings often do not capture the full intent. 

 

5. What are Grice’s maxims in the Cooperative Principle, and how do they contribute to effective 

communication? What happens when these maxims are violated? 

Answer: Grice’s Cooperative Principle posits that speakers and listeners cooperate to achieve 

effective communication by adhering to four conversational maxims: 
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1. Quality: Be truthful; do not say what you believe to be false or for which you lack evidence. 

2. Quantity: Provide the right amount of information—no more, no less. 

3. Relation: Be relevant to the ongoing conversation. 

4. Manner: Be clear, orderly, and avoid ambiguity. These maxims help ensure that 

communication is clear, relevant, and efficient. However, in everyday conversation, speakers 

often flout these maxims to generate implied meanings (conversational implicature). For 

example, if someone asks, “How was the party?” and the response is “The food was good,” the 

speaker is flouting the maxim of relation, implying that the party itself was not enjoyable without 

directly saying so. Violating maxims often leads to more complex meanings, which require the 

listener to infer the speaker’s true intentions based on context. 

 

6. Discuss the concept of conversational implicature with examples. How does it function in 

everyday communication? 

Answer: Conversational implicature refers to meanings that are implied or suggested by the 

speaker but not explicitly stated. This concept is closely tied to Grice’s Cooperative Principle, 

where speakers flout one or more maxims to convey additional meanings that the listener must 

infer. For example, if a person says, “Do you have the time?” instead of explicitly requesting the 

time, the listener understands the implied meaning (the speaker wants to know the time) without 

being told directly. Conversational implicature is common in everyday communication because it 

allows for indirectness, politeness, and brevity. It can also convey attitudes, emotions, or social 

cues without needing to state them explicitly. For instance, a boss telling an employee, “The 

deadline is tomorrow,” might imply an expectation for the employee to hurry without explicitly 

demanding it. Implicature relies on shared knowledge and context to work effectively. 

 

7. What is the Politeness Principle, and how does it function in discourse? Discuss the strategies 

used to maintain politeness in interaction. 

Answer: The Politeness Principle, developed by Brown and Levinson, posits that speakers use 

strategies to avoid face-threatening acts and maintain social harmony. In communication, “face” 

refers to a person’s social value or self-esteem. To maintain politeness, speakers often soften 

their language to avoid offending or putting pressure on others. There are several strategies used 

to maintain politeness: 
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Positive politeness: Showing respect, friendliness, or solidarity with the listener, such as using 

compliments or terms of endearment (e.g., “You’re really great at this. Could you help me with 

this task?”). 

Negative politeness: Mitigating the imposition on the listener by being indirect or offering 

choices (e.g., “Would you mind helping me with this if you have time?”). 

Off-record politeness: Being intentionally vague to give the listener an option to decline without 

confrontation (e.g., “It’s getting late, isn’t it?” as a way of suggesting someone should leave). 

The Politeness Principle is crucial in maintaining social relationships and ensuring smooth 

interactions, especially in hierarchical or formal situations. 

 

8. How do speech acts function in communication? Discuss the three types of speech acts as 

outlined by Austin and Searle. 

Answer: Speech acts are utterances that not only convey information but also perform an action. 

According to J.L. Austin and later John Searle, there are three main types of speech acts: 

1. Locutionary act: The act of producing a meaningful utterance (e.g., saying, “Close the door”). 

2. Illocutionary act: The intended function or purpose of the utterance, such as requesting, 

ordering, or warning (e.g., when someone says, “Close the door,” they are making a request). 

3. Perlocutionary act: The effect the utterance has on the listener, such as persuading, scaring, or 

informing (e.g., the listener closing the door in response to the request). Speech acts demonstrate 

that language is not just a tool for conveying information but also for performing social actions. 

Understanding speech acts is essential for discourse analysis because it highlights how meaning 

and intent are constructed in interaction. 

 

9. Explain the concepts of coherence and cohesion in discourse analysis. How do they contribute 

to the overall meaning of a text or conversation? 

Answer: Coherence and cohesion are two key concepts in discourse analysis that contribute to 

the unity and comprehensibility of a text or conversation. 

Coherence refers to the logical flow of ideas and the overall sense or meaning of the discourse. It 

is achieved when the ideas in a text or conversation are logically connected and work together to 

create a unified message. Coherence is often created through conceptual links between ideas, 

themes, or purposes 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS/ANSWERS  

1. What is the primary focus of discourse analysis? 

A) Phonetic sounds 

B) Sentence structure 

C) Language use in context 

D) Morphology 

Answer: C) Language use in context 

 

2. Which of the following is NOT a type of context considered in discourse analysis? 

A) Situational context 

B) Social context 

C) Formal context 

D) Cultural context 

Answer: C) Formal context 

 

3. What is the key difference between text and discourse? 

A) Text focuses on context; discourse does not 

B) Text is static; discourse focuses on language in use 

C) Text is spoken; discourse is written 

D) Text is about non-verbal communication 

Answer: B) Text is static; discourse focuses on language in use 

 

4. Which term refers to the logical flow and meaning in a conversation or text? 

A) Cohesion 
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B) Coherence 

C) Pragmatics 

D) Phonology 

Answer: B) Coherence 

 

5. What does cohesion in discourse analysis refer to? 

A) Social interaction in discourse 

B) Grammatical and lexical links between sentences 

C) Contextual background 

D) Speech acts 

Answer: B) Grammatical and lexical links between sentences 

 

6. Pragmatics is primarily concerned with which of the following? 

A) The literal meaning of words 

B) Contextual meaning in language use 

C) The phonetic features of language 

D) The structural analysis of sentences 

Answer: B) Contextual meaning in language use 

 

7. Which of the following is NOT one of Grice's maxims in the Cooperative Principle? 

A) Quality 

B) Manner 

C) Length 

D) Quantity 
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Answer: C) Length 

 

8. When a speaker deliberately flouts one of Grice’s maxims, it often results in what? 

A) Semantic ambiguity 

B) Conversational implicature 

C) Cohesion failure 

D) Syntactic error 

Answer: B) Conversational implicature 

 

9. What is the difference between literal and implied meaning? 

A) Literal meaning is always wrong 

B) Implied meaning depends on grammatical structure 

C) Literal meaning is the explicit meaning of words, while implied meaning is suggested by 

context 

D) Implied meaning is always stated directly 

Answer: C) Literal meaning is the explicit meaning of words, while implied meaning is 

suggested by context 

 

10. In pragmatics, what does the term "face" refer to? 

A) The physical appearance of a speaker 

B) The social value or self-esteem of participants in interaction 

C) The grammatical structure of sentences 

D) The phonological features of language 

Answer: B) The social value or self-esteem of participants in interaction 
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11. Which of the following is an example of a speech act? 

A) "The cat is on the mat." 

B) "Can you pass the salt?" 

C) "Running fast is good exercise." 

D) "The door is closed." 

Answer: B) "Can you pass the salt?" 

 

12. Which type of speech act focuses on the intended function of the utterance (e.g., requesting, 

ordering)? 

A) Locutionary act 

B) Illocutionary act 

C) Perlocutionary act 

D) Phonological act 

Answer: B) Illocutionary act 

 

13. What is an adjacency pair in discourse analysis? 

A) A type of lexical cohesion 

B) Two turns in conversation that are functionally related (e.g., question-answer) 

C) Two sentences that share the same subject 

D) A phonetic similarity between two words 

Answer: B) Two turns in conversation that are functionally related (e.g., question-answer) 

 

14. Which of the following is an example of a perlocutionary act? 

A) Speaking a sentence clearly 

B) Issuing a command 
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C) Persuading someone to close a window 

D) Asking a question 

Answer: C) Persuading someone to close a window 

 

15. The Politeness Principle helps maintain social harmony by: A) Ignoring conversational 

maxims 

B) Using language to avoid face-threatening acts 

C) Focusing on literal meaning only 

D) Promoting syntactic correctness 

Answer: B) Using language to avoid face-threatening acts 

 

16. Which maxim of Grice’s Cooperative Principle encourages speakers to provide the right 

amount of information? 

A) Quality 

B) Quantity 

C) Relation 

D) Manner 

Answer: B) Quantity 

 

17. What is meant by "conversational implicature"? 

A) An indirect meaning implied by the speaker but not directly stated 

B) The phonetic structure of a sentence 

C) The explicit meaning of a word 

D) The grammatical structure of a conversation 

Answer: A) An indirect meaning implied by the speaker but not directly stated 
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18. Which term refers to the way sentences are grammatically and lexically linked in a 

discourse? 

A) Coherence 

B) Cohesion 

C) Politeness 

D) Pragmatics 

Answer: B) Cohesion 

 

19. Which of the following is an example of flouting the maxim of relation? 

A) Answering a question with irrelevant information 

B) Providing more information than necessary 

C) Speaking unclearly 

D) Telling a lie 

Answer: A) Answering a question with irrelevant information 

 

20. Speech Act Theory includes all of the following EXCEPT: 

A) Locutionary acts 

B) Illocutionary acts 

C) Syntactic acts 

D) Perlocutionary acts 

Answer: C) Syntactic acts 
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UNIT III 

STYLISTICS OF POETRY   

1. Stylistics of Poetry: The study of how language is used in poetry to create meaning, 

beauty, and emotional effects. It explores the linguistic choices poets make, such as 

diction, syntax, and sound patterns, to convey deeper meaning. 

2.  Poetic Diction: Refers to the choice of words and style of expression used in poetry. 

Poets often use a specialized vocabulary or heightened language that differs from 

everyday speech. 

3.  Poetic License: The freedom poets take to break conventional rules of grammar, 

syntax, and spelling to achieve certain artistic effects. This allows creativity and 

innovation in form and meaning. 

4. Figures of Speech and Poetic Devices: Tools poets use to enhance the meaning and 

beauty of their work. These include  

Alliteration: The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words (e.g., “wild 

winds whistle”). 

              Assonance: The repetition of vowel sounds within words (e.g., “hear the mellow 

wedding bells”). 

             Imagery: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses (e.g., visual, auditory, tactile). 

           Metaphor: A comparison between two unlike things without using "like" or "as" (e.g., 

“Time is a thief”). 

         Onomatopoeia: Words that imitate sounds (e.g., "buzz", "hiss"). 

        Personification: Giving human qualities to non-human things (e.g., “The sun smiled down 

on us”). 

       Rhyme: Repetition of similar sounds at the end of lines, contributing to the musical quality 

of a poem. 

      Meter: The rhythmic structure of a poem, determined by the arrangement of stressed and 

unstressed syllables. 

      Stanza: A grouped set of lines in a poem, often separated by a blank space. 

5. Wordplay: The playful and clever use of words, often for humor or to create a double 

meaning. 

6. Feelings: The emotional atmosphere conveyed through word choice, tone, and the overall 

mood of the poem.  
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7. Foregrounding: A stylistic technique that makes certain elements stand out, often through 

repetition or deviation from the norm, drawing attention to specific aspects of the poem. 

8. Repetition and Deviation: 

Repetition: Reusing words, phrases, or structures to create emphasis or rhythm (e.g., "still I rise, 

still I rise"). 

Deviation: Breaking patterns or norms to create a surprise effect or highlight a particular point. 

9. Parallelism: The use of similar structures in two or more lines or phrases to create balance or 

contrast (e.g., "What you see is what you get"). 

Illustrations from Poems 

Coleridge’s Kubla Khan: Rich in imagery, this poem uses vivid descriptions of Xanadu to 

transport readers into a dreamlike, mystical world. The use of metaphors (e.g., "A stately 

pleasure-dome") and rhythmic meter enhances the poem's hypnotic quality. 

Nissim Ezekiel’s Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa TS: This poem uses conversational diction 

and humor to capture the tone of an informal farewell party. The use of repetition and deviation 

reflects the speaker's attempts to say goodbye while maintaining a lighthearted atmosphere. 

Maya Angelou’s Still I Rise: Angelou’s poem is a powerful expression of resilience. It uses 

repetition (e.g., “Still I rise”) and metaphor (e.g., “I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide”) to 

convey a message of triumph over adversity. 

Wole Soyinka’s Telephone Conversation: Soyinka’s poem uses irony and satire to explore 

racial prejudice. Through dialogue, he contrasts the politeness of the speaker with the implicit 

racism of the other party, employing wordplay and conversational language to make a powerful 

social statement. 

 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What is stylistics of poetry? 

Answer: The study of how language is used in poetry to convey meaning, emotion, and aesthetic 

effects through various linguistic choices. 

2. What is poetic diction? 

Answer: The specific choice of words and style of expression used by poets, often more elevated 

or specialized than everyday language. 
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3. What is poetic license? 

Answer: The freedom poets take to break grammatical rules and conventions to create artistic 

effects or emphasize meaning. 

4. What is alliteration? 

Answer: The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words in close proximity (e.g., 

“She sells sea shells”). 

5. What is assonance? 

Answer: The repetition of vowel sounds within words that are close together (e.g., "The rain in 

Spain falls mainly"). 

6. What is imagery in poetry? 

Answer: Descriptive language that appeals to the senses, helping to create vivid pictures in the 

reader’s min 

7. What is a metaphor? 

Answer: A figure of speech that compares two unlike things directly, without using "like" or "as" 

(e.g., "Time is a thief") 

8. What is onomatopoeia? 

Answer: Words that imitate sounds (e.g., "buzz," "clang"). 

9. What is personification? 

Answer: A figure of speech where non-human objects or abstract concepts are given human 

qualities (e.g., "The wind whispered through the trees"). 

10. What is rhyme in poetry? 

Answer: The repetition of similar sounds, typically at the end of lines, contributing to the 

musicality of the poem. 

11. What is meter in poetry? 

Answer: The rhythmic structure of a poem, determined by the arrangement of stressed and 

unstressed syllables in a line. 

12. What is a stanza? 
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Answer: A grouped set of lines within a poem, often separated by a blank space, similar to a 

paragraph in prose. 

13. What is wordplay? 

Answer: The clever and playful use of words to create humor, puns, or double meanings in 

poetry. 

14. What is the significance of feelings in poetry? 

Answer: The emotional response evoked in the reader through the poet's choice of language, 

tone, and imagery. 

15. What is foregrounding in poetry? 

Answer: A technique where certain elements of language are made prominent, either by 

repetition or deviation from the norm, to draw attention to them. 

16. What is parallelism in poetry? 

Answer: The repetition of similar grammatical structures or ideas in lines or phrases to create 

balance and rhythm. 

17. What is the function of repetition in poetry? 

Answer: Repetition emphasizes key themes, emotions, or ideas, and helps to create rhythm in 

poetry. 

18. How does Coleridge use imagery in Kubla Khan? 

Answer: Coleridge uses vivid, dreamlike imagery to depict the mystical landscape of Xanadu, 

creating an atmosphere of wonder and awe. 

19. What is the tone of Nissim Ezekiel’s Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa TS? 

Answer: The tone is humorous and light-hearted, reflecting the informal nature of a farewell 

party. 

20. How does Maya Angelou use repetition in Still I Rise? 

Answer: Angelou repeats the phrase “Still I rise” throughout the poem to emphasize resilience 

and strength in the face of oppression. 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What is poetic diction, and how does it differ from everyday language? 
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 Answer: Poetic diction refers to the specific and often elevated word choice used in poetry. 

Unlike everyday language, poetic diction often includes archaisms, figurative expressions, and a 

more formal tone, aiming to evoke deeper meaning and emotions. It is used intentionally to 

create beauty, emphasis, or mood in a poem. 

2. How does poetic license allow poets to break conventional rules, and why is it important? 

Answer: Poetic license allows poets to deviate from standard grammar, syntax, or vocabulary 

rules for artistic effect. This freedom is important as it enables poets to craft unique expressions, 

enhance creativity, and evoke specific emotional responses. It also helps create rhythm, rhyme, 

or maintain the aesthetic form of the poem. 

3. How does alliteration enhance the sound and meaning in poetry? Provide an example. 

Answer: Alliteration, the repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words, enhances the 

musicality of a poem and draws attention to specific words or themes. It can also create a 

rhythmic effect, reinforcing mood. For example, in the phrase “whispering winds,” alliteration 

contributes to a soft, flowing sound that mirrors the image of wind. 

4. What is the role of assonance in poetry, and how does it differ from alliteration? 

Answer: Assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds within words, creating internal rhyme and a 

musical effect. Unlike alliteration, which focuses on the initial consonants, assonance involves 

the echoing of vowel sounds. For instance, in the line “the mellow wedding bells,” the "e" sound 

is repeated, contributing to a harmonious tone. 

5. Discuss the use of imagery in Coleridge’s Kubla Khan. How does it contribute to the overall 

mood of the poem? 

Answer: Coleridge’s Kubla Khan is rich in visual imagery, describing an otherworldly, 

dreamlike landscape. Imagery such as “a stately pleasure-dome” and “caverns measureless to 

man” creates an atmosphere of grandeur and mystery. The vivid descriptions transport readers 

into an exotic and mystical setting, enhancing the poem's ethereal and fantastical mood. 

6. Explain the function of metaphor in poetry with an example from Maya Angelou’s Still I Rise.  

Answer: A metaphor in poetry is a direct comparison between two unrelated things to highlight a 

shared quality. In Still I Rise, Angelou uses the metaphor “I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide” 

to symbolize her immense strength and depth. This comparison emphasizes her resilience, 

suggesting that her power is as vast and unstoppable as the ocean. 

7. What is onomatopoeia, and how does it contribute to the sensory experience of poetry? 
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Answer: Onomatopoeia refers to words that mimic the sounds they describe (e.g., "buzz," 

"clang"). It enhances the sensory experience by allowing readers to hear the sounds being 

described, thus making the imagery more vivid and engaging. In a poem, onomatopoeia can 

bring scenes to life by imitating real-life sounds. 

8. How does personification deepen meaning in poetry? Provide an example from any poem. 

Answer: Personification attributes human qualities to inanimate objects, animals, or abstract 

ideas, making them relatable and vivid to readers. For example, in Wole Soyinka’s Telephone 

Conversation, personification might be used to describe the oppressive silence between the 

speaker and the listener, giving emotional weight to the racial tension in the dialogue. 

9. What is the difference between rhyme and meter in poetry? 

Answer: Rhyme refers to the repetition of similar sounds, usually at the end of lines in a poem, 

while meter refers to the rhythmic pattern created by the arrangement of stressed and unstressed 

syllables in each line. Meter gives the poem its rhythm and pace, whereas rhyme enhances its 

musicality and structure. 

10. How does Nissim Ezekiel use humor and wordplay in Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa TS? 

Answer: In Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa TS, Ezekiel uses humor and wordplay to mimic the 

idiosyncratic English of the speaker, creating a playful tone. The repetition of awkward phrases 

and grammatical oddities emphasizes the informal, light-hearted nature of the farewell party, 

while also gently poking fun at the cultural nuances of Indian English. 

11. What is the concept of foregrounding, and how is it applied in poetry? 

Answer: Foregrounding is the use of linguistic features that stand out from the surrounding text, 

making them more noticeable to the reader. This is often achieved through repetition or deviation 

from normal language patterns. Foregrounding draws attention to key themes or emotions, 

making certain elements of the poem more memorable or impactful. 

12. Explain how repetition is used as a stylistic device in Maya Angelou’s Still I Rise. 

Answer: In Still I Rise, Angelou uses repetition of the phrase "Still I rise" to reinforce her 

message of resilience and defiance. The repeated refrain acts as a powerful assertion of strength, 

symbolizing her ability to overcome adversity and oppression. The repetition also creates a 

rhythmic structure that echoes the poem’s themes of endurance and empowerment. 

13. What is parallelism, and how does it function in poetry? 

Answer: Parallelism is the use of similar grammatical structures in successive lines or phrases to 

create balance, rhythm, or contrast. In poetry, it can reinforce an idea or theme by repeating a 
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pattern of words or phrases in different contexts. This stylistic device adds to the symmetry and 

cohesiveness of the poem’s structure. 

14. Discuss the use of deviation in Wole Soyinka’s Telephone Conversation. 

Answer: In Telephone Conversation, Soyinka uses deviation from conversational norms to 

highlight racial tension. The abrupt shift in tone when the speaker is asked about his skin color 

contrasts with the polite introduction, creating an uncomfortable and jarring effect. This 

deviation emphasizes the absurdity and cruelty of the racial prejudice faced by the speaker. 

15. How does Coleridge's use of meter and rhyme in Kubla Khan contribute to the dreamlike 

quality of the poem? 

Answer: Coleridge’s use of irregular meter and internal rhyme in Kubla Khan mirrors the surreal 

and fragmented nature of the dreamlike vision. The flowing, rhythmic patterns create a hypnotic 

effect, drawing readers into the fantastical world of Xanadu. The irregularities in the poem’s 

structure also reflect the unpredictable and otherworldly nature of the imagery. 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. Explain the concept of poetic diction and how it differs from ordinary language, using 

examples from Kubla Khan and Still I Rise. 

Answer: Poetic diction refers to the specific choice of words and expressions in poetry, 

which often deviates from everyday language to create heightened emotional or aesthetic 

effects. In Coleridge’s Kubla Khan, the diction is elevated and mystical, using phrases like 

“stately pleasure-dome” and “caverns measureless to man” to evoke an otherworldly, 

dreamlike atmosphere. The words are chosen to enhance the surreal imagery of the poem, 

making the reader feel like they are entering a magical realm. In contrast, Maya Angelou’s 

Still I Rise uses colloquial yet powerful diction with phrases like “You may trod me in the 

very dirt, but still, like dust, I’ll rise,” blending defiance with resilience in an accessible yet 

deeply emotional tone. Both poems showcase how poetic diction elevates meaning, tone, and 

emotion beyond the limits of ordinary language. 

2. Discuss the role of poetic license in shaping the form and meaning of a poem. Illustrate 

with examples from Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa TS. 

Answer: Poetic license is the freedom poets take to deviate from conventional rules of 

grammar, syntax, or structure to enhance meaning, form, or creativity. In Goodbye Party for 

Miss Pushpa TS by Nissim Ezekiel, the poet uses poetic license to replicate the idiosyncratic 

English often spoken in Indian social circles. The use of phrases like “I am knowing her” and 

“departing for foreign” break conventional grammatical rules but accurately capture the 

cultural tone and humor of the situation. Poetic license here serves to evoke a sense of 
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informality, warmth, and authenticity, highlighting how poets can bend linguistic norms to 

mirror real-life speech patterns, create humor, or evoke specific emotions. 

3. Analyze the use of figures of speech such as metaphor, simile, and personification in Maya 

Angelou’s Still I Rise and how they contribute to the poem’s themes. 

Answer: In Still I Rise, Maya Angelou employs a variety of figures of speech to underscore 

themes of resilience, empowerment, and defiance. The metaphor “I’m a black ocean, leaping and 

wide” compares the speaker to an ocean, symbolizing her vast strength and determination. This 

metaphor evokes an image of uncontainable power and natural force. Angelou also uses similes 

like “But still, like dust, I’ll rise,” suggesting that no matter how oppressed or downtrodden, she 

will always rise with grace and persistence. Personification is another key element, with 

oppression depicted as something that “wants to see me broken,” giving abstract forces human-

like intent. These figures of speech enrich the poem’s emotional depth and emphasize the 

speaker's unstoppable spirit. 

3. How does Coleridge create imagery in Kubla Khan? Discuss its significance to the 

poem’s theme and tone. 

 Coleridge’s Kubla Khan is celebrated for its rich and vivid imagery, which creates an 

otherworldly and dreamlike atmosphere. Phrases such as “a stately pleasure-dome” and “a 

savage place! As holy and enchanted” use visual and sensory descriptions to conjure an 

exotic and mysterious landscape. This use of imagery establishes the fantastical setting of 

Xanadu, blending natural and supernatural elements to explore the interplay between reality 

and imagination. The imagery not only draws readers into the poem's dreamlike quality but 

also symbolizes the creative process itself—wild, untamed, and capable of producing awe-

inspiring beauty. The poem's tone of wonder and mysticism is deeply tied to the vivid mental 

pictures Coleridge paints with his language. 

5. Discuss the use of sound devices such as alliteration, assonance, and onomatopoeia in poetry, 

with examples from Kubla Khan and Still I Rise. 

Answer: Sound devices such as alliteration, assonance, and onomatopoeia enhance the auditory 

appeal of poetry and contribute to its mood and rhythm. In Kubla Khan, Coleridge uses 

alliteration in phrases like “five miles meandering with a mazy motion,” where the repeated "m" 

sound creates a sense of flowing movement, mirroring the river in the poem. Assonance is used 

in the line “In Xanadu did Kubla Khan,” where the repetition of the "a" sound reinforces the 

musicality of the verse. Onomatopoeia is subtler in Coleridge’s poem but can be inferred in 

descriptions like “the sacred river ran,” where the word “ran” imitates the flow of water. In Still I 

Rise, Angelou uses alliteration in “I’ll rise,” where the repetition of the "r" sound strengthens the 

sense of uplift and resilience. These devices make the poems more engaging, adding a layer of 

sound that complements their themes and images. 
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6. Explain the concept of foregrounding and how it is used in Wole Soyinka’s Telephone 

Conversation to highlight social issues. 

Answer: Foregrounding refers to the technique of making certain elements of a poem stand out 

by breaking patterns or emphasizing specific words or phrases. In Wole Soyinka’s Telephone 

Conversation, foregrounding is achieved through the use of abrupt shifts in tone and language. 

The conversational style initially seems polite and mundane, but when the speaker reveals his 

race, the language deviates sharply, foregrounding the racial tension. Phrases like “HOW 

DARK?” are capitalized to emphasize the prejudice and discomfort in the dialogue. This 

deviation from the poem’s earlier tone draws attention to the absurdity and cruelty of racism, 

making it the focal point of the reader's attention. Foregrounding in this context enhances the 

thematic exploration of racial identity and societal bias. 

7. How do repetition and parallelism function as stylistic devices in Maya Angelou’s Still I Rise? 

Discuss their effects on the poem’s message. 

Answer: In Still I Rise, Maya Angelou makes extensive use of repetition and parallelism to 

emphasize her central themes of strength and resistance. The repeated phrase “I rise” functions 

as a refrain throughout the poem, reinforcing the speaker’s resilience and determination in the 

face of adversity. Each repetition builds on the previous one, creating a crescendo effect that 

mirrors the speaker’s growing confidence and defiance. Parallelism is also evident in lines like 

“You may write me down in history / With your bitter, twisted lies,” where the repeated structure 

adds rhythm and flow to the poem. These devices give the poem a musical quality while making 

the message of empowerment clear and forceful. 

8. How does the use of humor and irony in Nissim Ezekiel’s Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa TS 

contribute to the poem’s tone and theme? 

Answer: Nissim Ezekiel uses humor and irony in Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa TS to create a 

light-hearted, satirical tone. The humor comes from the speaker’s awkward English, filled with 

grammatical errors and odd phrases like “I am knowing her” and “departing for foreign.” This 

playful use of language not only makes the poem entertaining but also gently pokes fun at the 

cultural and linguistic idiosyncrasies of Indian English. The irony lies in the disconnect between 

the speaker’s formal intentions and the informal, casual way they express themselves. This 

contributes to the poem's theme of cultural fusion and linguistic adaptation, showing how 

language can be both a barrier and a bridge in social interactions. 

9. Analyze the interplay between literal and implied meaning in Telephone Conversation by 

Wole Soyinka. 

Answer: In Telephone Conversation, Soyinka masterfully juxtaposes literal and implied meaning 

to explore themes of racism and social tension. The literal meaning of the conversation between 
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the speaker and the white landlady centers around renting a flat, but the implied meaning delves 

into the racial prejudice underlying their interaction. When the speaker reveals his race, the 

landlady’s polite inquiry shifts to a focus on skin color, highlighting her racial bias. Phrases like 

“HOW DARK?” imply that her concern is not about the rental arrangement but rather about the 

speaker’s race. The speaker’s calm, ironic tone contrasts sharply with the landlady’s blatant 

discomfort, bringing to light the societal racism implicit in what initially seems like a simple 

conversation. 

10. How does Coleridge’s use of meter and rhyme in Kubla Khan contribute to the poem’s 

hypnotic, dreamlike atmosphere? 

Answer: The meter and rhyme in Coleridge’s Kubla Khan play a crucial role in establishing the 

poem’s otherworldly and hypnotic atmosphere. Coleridge employs irregular meter, with varying 

line lengths and patterns of stressed and unstressed syllables, which mirrors the surreal and 

fragmented nature of the dream-vision the poem describes. The rhyme scheme is also fluid and 

unpredictable, contributing to the musicality of the verse while enhancing its dreamlike quality. 

For example, the opening lines “In Xanadu did Kubla Khan / A stately pleasure-dome decree” 

have a regular rhyme, but as the poem progresses, the rhyme becomes more irregular, reflecting 

the shifting and unstable nature of the vision. This combination of irregular meter and rhyme 

reinforces the mystical and ephemeral tone of the poem. 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

1. What is the concept of poetic diction? 

A. Ordinary language used in poetry 

B. The specific choice of words and expressions used in poetry 

C. The use of non-literary words in poems 

D. The use of archaic language in poems 

Answer: B. The specific choice of words and expressions used in poetry 

 

2. What is poetic license? 

A. The right to publish poems 

B. The poet’s freedom to break grammatical and linguistic rules 

C. The use of correct grammar in poetry 
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D. The license to sell poetry 

Answer: B. The poet’s freedom to break grammatical and linguistic rules 

 

3. Which figure of speech compares two things without using “like” or “as”? 

A. Simile 

B. Personification 

C. Metaphor 

D. Alliteration 

Answer: C. Metaphor 

 

4. Which of the following is an example of alliteration? 

A. “Silent whispers in the night” 

B. “Sally sells sea shells by the sea shore” 

C. “The bells ring with a clang” 

D. “The moon glowed bright” 

Answer: B. “Sally sells sea shells by the sea shore” 

 

5. Assonance refers to the repetition of what? 

A. Consonant sounds 

B. Vowel sounds 

C. Entire words 

D. Phrases 

Answer: B. Vowel sounds 

 



                                                    STYLISTICS AND DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

 
 

55 
 

6. Which figure of speech is an example of onomatopoeia? 

A. “The leaves danced in the wind” 

B. “The buzzing bee flew by” 

C. “Her smile was a warm sun” 

D. “As brave as a lion” 

Answer: B. “The buzzing bee flew by” 

 

7. What is personification? 

A. Giving human characteristics to non-human objects 

B. Comparing two unlike things 

C. Repetition of consonant sounds 

D. Use of complex vocabulary 

Answer: A. Giving human characteristics to non-human objects 

 

8. In poetry, what is meter? 

A. The theme of the poem 

B. The rhythmic structure of the lines 

C. The number of stanzas 

D. The use of metaphors 

Answer: B. The rhythmic structure of the lines 

 

9. How is imagery typically used in poetry? 

A. To compare two objects 

B. To appeal to the reader’s senses 
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C. To create confusion 

D. To rhyme with other words 

Answer: B. To appeal to the reader’s senses 

 

10. What is rhyme in poetry? 

A. The repetition of vowel sounds 

B. The use of figures of speech 

C. The matching sounds at the end of lines 

D. The structure of the stanza 

Answer: C. The matching sounds at the end of lines 

 

11. What is a stanza in poetry? 

A. A figure of speech 

B. A group of lines forming a unit 

C. The title of the poem 

D. The rhythmic structure 

Answer: B. A group of lines forming a unit 

 

12. What is wordplay in poetry? 

A. The literal meaning of words 

B. The creative and witty use of words 

C. The use of abstract language 

D. Rhyming words in a stanza 

Answer: B. The creative and witty use of words 
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13. What is the primary function of poetic devices like alliteration and assonance? 

A. To create confusion 

B. To create musicality and enhance the sound of the poem 

C. To introduce new words 

D. To provide a narrative structure 

Answer: B. To create musicality and enhance the sound of the poem 

 

14. Which poem uses the metaphor “I’m a black ocean, leaping and wide”? 

A. Kubla Khan 

B. Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa TS 

C. Still I Rise 

D. Telephone Conversation 

Answer: C. Still I Rise 

 

15. In Wole Soyinka’s Telephone Conversation, what is foregrounded to emphasize racial 

tension? 

A. The setting of the conversation 

B. The speaker’s calm tone 

C. The landlady’s discomfort with race 

D. The use of humor in the dialogue 

Answer: C. The landlady’s discomfort with race 

16. What type of repetition is most prominent in Maya Angelou’s Still I Rise? 

A. Anaphora 

B. Epistrophe 
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C. Alliteration 

D. Onomatopoeia 

Answer: A. Anaphora 

 

17. What poetic technique is used heavily in Coleridge’s Kubla Khan to create a dreamlike 

atmosphere? 

A. Simile 

B. Free verse 

C. Imagery and alliteration 

D. Blank verse 

Answer: C. Imagery and alliteration 

 

18. Which of the following poems uses humor to explore cultural identity? 

A. Still I Rise 

B. Kubla Khan 

C. Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa TS 

D. Telephone Conversation 

Answer: C. Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa TS 

 

19. What does foregrounding in poetry refer to? 

A. Repetition of words for musical effect 

B. Highlighting certain elements to emphasize them 

C. Using dialogue in poetry 

D. The rhyming pattern of a poem 

Answer: B. Highlighting certain elements to emphasize them 
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20. In Coleridge’s Kubla Khan, what is the effect of the irregular meter? 

A. It creates a formal tone 

B. It mimics the speaker’s confusion 

C. It contributes to the surreal, dreamlike atmosphere 

D. It interrupts the flow of the poem 

Answer: C. It contributes to the surreal, dreamlike atmosphere 
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UNIT IV 

Stylistics of Drama: 

Stylistics of drama involves the study of linguistic and literary features in plays and 

performances. It focuses on how language shapes the characters, dialogues, and actions within a 

theatrical text, and how these elements influence audience interpretation and meaning. 

Theatre and Drama: 

Theatre refers to the live performance of a scripted text, while drama is the written script that 

serves as the foundation for a play. Drama typically consists of dialogue, stage directions, and 

character interaction. 

Drama as a Semiotic Text: 

Drama is considered a semiotic text because it conveys meaning through a system of signs, 

including dialogue, gestures, costumes, props, and stage settings. These elements work together 

to create a system of meaning in a performance. 

Elements of Drama: 

The key elements of drama include plot, character, dialogue, setting, theme, and conflict. These 

elements help structure the dramatic narrative and shape the audience’s engagement. 

Dramatic Text and Performance Text: 

The dramatic text refers to the written script, while the performance text refers to how the written 

text is brought to life on stage through actors, direction, lighting, and other theatrical elements. 

Dramatic Dialogues and Everyday Conversations: 

Dramatic dialogues are often more structured, stylized, and symbolic than everyday 

conversations. They are crafted to convey emotions, move the plot, or reveal character traits, 

often using elevated or poetic language. 

Dramatic Dialogues and Speech Act Theory: 

Speech act theory, proposed by philosophers like J.L. Austin and John Searle, analyzes how 

language is used to perform actions, such as promises, commands, or questions. In drama, speech 

acts are central to character interactions and advancing the plot, as dialogues often serve to 

persuade, manipulate, or reveal intentions. 

Illustrations of Key Scenes: 
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The Balcony Scene in Romeo and Juliet: 

This iconic scene highlights the poetic and romantic nature of Shakespearean dialogue. The 

exchange between Romeo and Juliet uses metaphor and imagery to explore themes of love, fate, 

and identity. 

The Porter Scene in Macbeth: 

This scene serves as comic relief amidst the tense and dark atmosphere of the play. The porter’s 

dialogue uses puns and innuendo, providing a stark contrast to the surrounding tragedy. 

The Opening Scene in Eugene O’Neill’s Emperor Jones: 

The opening of Emperor Jones introduces the main character, Brutus Jones, using both dramatic 

monologue and dialogue. The scene sets the tone for themes of power, guilt, and psychological 

decay. 

The Opening Scene in Girish Karnad’s Tughlaq: 

In Tughlaq, the opening scene sets up the political and philosophical conflicts of the play. 

Karnad uses historical and symbolic dialogues to portray the complexity of the ruler’s thoughts 

and the tension between idealism and reality. 

These definitions and examples highlight the linguistic and performative aspects of drama, 

focusing on how language, signs, and dialogues contribute to the overall impact of theatrical 

works. 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS/ANSWERS  

1. What is stylistics of drama? 

Answer: Stylistics of drama studies the linguistic and literary elements of plays and 

performances, analyzing how language shapes characters, dialogues, and actions. 

2. What is the difference between theatre and drama? 

Answer: Theatre refers to the live performance of a play, while drama is the written script that 

forms the foundation for the performance. 

3. How is drama considered a semiotic text? 

Answer: Drama is a semiotic text because it communicates meaning through a system of signs, 

including dialogue, gestures, costumes, and stage settings. 

4. Name three key elements of drama. 
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Answer: Plot, character, dialogue. 

5. What is a dramatic text? 

Answer: A dramatic text is the written script of a play, containing the dialogue and stage 

directions meant for performance. 

6. What is a performance text in drama? 

Answer: A performance text refers to the live interpretation of the dramatic text, including the 

actors' performances, staging, lighting, and other elements that bring the script to life. 

7. How do dramatic dialogues differ from everyday conversations? 

Answer: Dramatic dialogues are often more structured, stylized, and symbolic than everyday 

conversations, aiming to convey themes, emotions, and character development. 

8. What is speech act theory in relation to drama? 

Answer: Speech act theory analyzes how language in drama performs actions, such as making 

promises, giving orders, or expressing emotions, through characters' dialogues. 

9. What key themes are explored in the balcony scene of Romeo and Juliet? 

Answer: Love, fate, and identity are explored through the poetic and metaphorical dialogue 

between Romeo and Juliet. 

10. How does the porter scene in Macbeth function within the play? 

Answer: The porter scene provides comic relief after intense moments of violence and tension, 

using puns and humor to contrast the surrounding tragedy. 

11. What is introduced in the opening scene of Eugene O’Neill’s Emperor Jones? 

Answer: The opening scene introduces the character Brutus Jones, setting the tone for the play’s 

exploration of power, guilt, and psychological disintegration. 

12. What is the significance of the opening scene in Girish Karnad’s Tughlaq? 

Answer: The opening scene introduces the political and philosophical complexities of the 

protagonist, Sultan Tughlaq, highlighting the tension between idealism and reality. 

13. What role does dialogue play in advancing a dramatic plot? 

Answer: Dialogue reveals character intentions, builds tension, and moves the plot forward by 

showing conflicts and relationships between characters. 
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14. What is the primary purpose of stage directions in a dramatic text? 

Answer: Stage directions guide actors on how to perform certain actions, movements, and 

expressions, helping to bring the written text to life on stage. 

15. What figure of speech is prominently used in the balcony scene of Romeo and Juliet? 

Answer: Metaphor, as Romeo compares Juliet to the sun, emphasizing her brightness and beauty. 

16. How does speech act theory apply to Macbeth? 

Answer: In Macbeth, speech acts like promises and commands reflect characters' intentions and 

power dynamics, such as Macbeth's promise to kill King Duncan. 

17. What is the dramatic function of humor in the porter scene of Macbeth? 

Answer: Humor in the porter scene serves as comic relief, giving the audience a break from the 

dark and tragic atmosphere of the play. 

18. How does Eugene O’Neill’s Emperor Jones use monologue in the opening scene? 

Answer: Brutus Jones’s monologue in the opening scene reveals his character's arrogance and 

foreshadows his eventual downfall. 

19. What is one element that differentiates performance text from dramatic text? 

Answer: Performance text includes the live elements like acting, set design, and direction, while 

dramatic text is the written script without performance elements. 

20. What political theme is introduced in the opening scene of Tughlaq? 

Answer: The theme of the ruler’s disillusionment with idealism and the political manipulation 

required to maintain power is introduced in the opening scene. 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What is the significance of stylistics in the study of drama? 

Answer: Stylistics in drama involves analyzing the language, structure, and literary devices used 

in plays to understand how these elements contribute to character development, themes, and 

audience engagement. It reveals how playwrights craft dialogues and stage directions to evoke 

emotions and convey complex meanings, enhancing the overall theatrical experience. 

2. How is drama regarded as a semiotic text? 
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Answer: Drama is considered a semiotic text because it functions through a system of signs, 

where dialogue, gestures, costumes, and stage settings communicate meanings beyond the literal 

words. Each element serves as a sign that contributes to the narrative and emotional impact, 

allowing the audience to interpret the performance through various lenses, such as cultural or 

historical contexts. 

3. What are the key elements of drama, and how do they interact? 

Answer: The key elements of drama include plot, character, dialogue, setting, theme, and 

conflict. These elements interact dynamically: the plot unfolds through character actions and 

dialogues, the setting establishes the context for the narrative, and the theme reflects the 

underlying messages or questions the play raises. Their interplay creates a cohesive and engaging 

theatrical experience. 

4. Differentiate between dramatic text and performance text. 

Answer: Dramatic text refers to the written script of a play, encompassing dialogue and stage 

directions, intended for interpretation by actors and directors. Performance text, on the other 

hand, is the realized version of the dramatic text, showcasing how the script is brought to life 

through actors’ performances, staging, lighting, and audience interaction. This distinction 

highlights the transition from text to live performance. 

5. In what ways do dramatic dialogues differ from everyday conversations? 

Answer: Dramatic dialogues are often more stylized, purposeful, and structured than everyday 

conversations. They are crafted to convey specific emotions, reveal character motivations, and 

advance the plot. While everyday conversations may flow more naturally and include pauses or 

interruptions, dramatic dialogues are typically more concise and laden with meaning, 

emphasizing tension, conflict, or thematic elements. 

6. Explain the relevance of speech act theory to dramatic dialogues. 

Answer: Speech act theory is relevant to dramatic dialogues as it examines how language 

functions in performing actions, such as making promises, issuing commands, or expressing 

emotions. In drama, characters’ speech acts can reveal their intentions, power dynamics, and 

relationships. For instance, a character’s use of imperative speech may indicate authority, while 

questions can suggest vulnerability or curiosity. 

7. What themes are explored in the balcony scene of Romeo and Juliet, and how does the 

language reflect these themes? 

Answer: The balcony scene in Romeo and Juliet explores themes of love, fate, and the tension 

between youth and family loyalty. The poetic language, rich with metaphor and imagery, 
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conveys the intensity of their feelings and the beauty of their love, contrasting the darkness of 

their familial conflict. This use of elevated language elevates their romance to a universal level, 

illustrating the transcendence of love over societal constraints. 

8. How does the porter scene in Macbeth provide comic relief, and what is its significance? 

Answer: The porter scene in Macbeth serves as comic relief after the intense emotional weight of 

Duncan's murder. Through humor, puns, and a drunken character, the scene contrasts the 

preceding tragedy, allowing the audience a moment of respite. Its significance lies in its 

commentary on the chaos and moral disorder within the play, as the porter's ramblings reflect the 

disturbance in the natural order following regicide. 

9. Describe the thematic concerns presented in the opening scene of Eugene O’Neill’s Emperor 

Jones. 

Answer: The opening scene of Emperor Jones introduces themes of power, race, and 

psychological conflict. Brutus Jones's monologue reveals his bravado and self-assuredness, while 

simultaneously hinting at his internal fears and insecurities. The language reflects a blend of 

cultural influences, highlighting his complex identity as both a ruler and a marginalized 

individual, setting the stage for the exploration of colonialism and personal turmoil throughout 

the play. 

10. What role does repetition play in the opening scene of Girish Karnad’s Tughlaq? 

Answer: In the opening scene of Tughlaq, repetition serves to emphasize the protagonist's 

internal conflict and the cyclical nature of history. Through the repeated phrases and motifs, 

Karnad underscores Tughlaq's idealism contrasted with his inability to realize his visions, 

reflecting the larger theme of disillusionment with leadership. This stylistic choice deepens the 

audience's understanding of the character's psyche and the play's socio-political commentary. 

11. How does imagery enhance the emotional depth of dramatic texts? 

Answer: Imagery enhances the emotional depth of dramatic texts by creating vivid mental 

pictures that evoke sensory experiences and emotional responses from the audience. By 

appealing to sight, sound, and even touch, playwrights use imagery to deepen the audience's 

connection to characters and themes, making the emotional stakes more palpable. For example, 

strong visual imagery can illustrate a character’s turmoil or joy, grounding abstract feelings in 

concrete details. 

12. Discuss the importance of setting in drama and its impact on character interaction. 

Answer: The setting in drama is crucial as it establishes the context and mood for the narrative. It 

can influence characters’ behavior, relationships, and interactions. For instance, a tense political 
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environment may lead to conflict-laden dialogues, while a serene landscape could foster 

intimacy and connection. The setting shapes not only the visual aspect of the performance but 

also the psychological space in which characters operate. 

13. In what ways do playwrights use dialogue to reveal character development? 

Answer: Playwrights use dialogue to reveal character development through the choices 

characters make in their speech patterns, word choices, and the content of their conversations. As 

characters face conflicts and evolve throughout the play, their dialogue often reflects their 

changing motivations, relationships, and emotional states. This allows the audience to witness 

their growth or decline, making character arcs more compelling and relatable. 

14. How does the interaction of dramatic elements contribute to the theme of conflict in a play? 

Answer: The interaction of dramatic elements—such as character motivations, dialogue, setting, 

and plot structure—contributes to the theme of conflict by creating tension and opposing forces 

within the narrative. For example, a character’s desire for power may clash with another 

character’s quest for justice, leading to dramatic confrontations. This conflict drives the plot and 

engages the audience, making the resolution of these tensions central to the thematic exploration 

of the play. 

15. What stylistic devices are commonly used in dramatic texts to enhance thematic expression? 

Answer: Common stylistic devices used in dramatic texts include metaphors, similes, alliteration, 

imagery, and irony. These devices enhance thematic expression by adding layers of meaning and 

emotional resonance. For instance, metaphors can encapsulate complex ideas succinctly, while 

irony can highlight the disparity between appearance and reality, deepening the audience’s 

understanding of the play’s themes and messages. 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. How does the concept of drama as a semiotic text influence our understanding of 

theatrical performances? 

Answer: Drama as a semiotic text emphasizes that plays communicate meaning through a 

system of signs, which includes not just the spoken dialogue but also gestures, costumes, 

stage settings, and even the silence of the actors. This multifaceted communication means 

that a theatrical performance is rich with layers of meaning. For instance, a character’s 

clothing might signify their social status or emotional state, while their physical movements 

can convey tension or ease. Understanding drama as a semiotic text encourages audiences to 

look beyond the words spoken and to consider the entirety of the performance as a cohesive 

narrative that conveys themes and emotions. This perspective also highlights the 

interpretative role of the audience, as different viewers may decode the same signs in varied 
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ways based on personal experiences, cultural contexts, and social backgrounds, allowing for 

a diverse range of interpretations of the same work. 

2. Discuss the essential elements of drama and how they contribute to the overall effectiveness of 

a play. 

Answer: The essential elements of drama include plot, character, dialogue, setting, theme, and 

conflict. Each element plays a vital role in creating a compelling narrative. The plot serves as the 

backbone of the drama, guiding the audience through a structured sequence of events, typically 

involving a conflict that needs resolution. Characters are the vessels through which the audience 

connects emotionally; their development is crucial for engagement. Dialogue conveys the 

character’s thoughts and feelings while also advancing the plot and revealing themes. The setting 

establishes the time and place, contributing to the atmosphere and influencing character 

interactions. Themes provide the underlying messages or questions the play raises, encouraging 

the audience to reflect on broader societal issues. Finally, conflict drives the action and keeps the 

audience invested, as they become eager to see how tensions will be resolved. Together, these 

elements intertwine to create a rich, immersive experience that resonates with viewers on 

multiple levels. 

3. What is the distinction between dramatic text and performance text, and why is this distinction 

significant? 

Answer: The distinction between dramatic text and performance text is critical in understanding 

the full scope of a play's impact. Dramatic text refers to the written script of the play, which 

includes the dialogue, stage directions, and notes on character actions and settings. It serves as a 

blueprint for the performance. In contrast, performance text encompasses the live interpretation 

of that script, involving actors’ performances, directorial choices, staging, and audience 

reactions. This distinction is significant because it underscores the collaborative nature of 

theatre; a dramatic text is open to various interpretations, and each performance can bring new 

meanings and nuances based on how the script is enacted. The performance text is where the 

written words are transformed into a dynamic, multi-sensory experience, often leading to 

different audience reactions based on the production's unique elements. Thus, while the dramatic 

text lays the groundwork, the performance text ultimately brings the story to life, making the 

experience of theatre fluid and ever-changing. 

4 How do dramatic dialogues differ from everyday conversations, and what is their role in 

character development? 

Answer: Dramatic dialogues differ from everyday conversations in several key ways. First, 

they are often more structured and stylized, reflecting the heightened emotional states of the 

characters. Unlike spontaneous, natural speech, dramatic dialogues are crafted to reveal 

character motivations, advance the plot, and explore themes. They are typically more 
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intentional in their language, employing literary devices such as metaphors, symbolism, and 

alliteration to enhance meaning. For example, a character's choice of words can signal their 

background, emotional state, or relationships with others, offering insights that may not be 

present in everyday speech. 

The role of dialogue in character development is paramount; it serves as a window into the 

characters’ inner lives and transformations throughout the play. As characters engage in 

dialogue, their interactions reveal conflicts, desires, and changes in perspective. The dialogue 

often reflects shifts in power dynamics or emotional states, allowing the audience to witness 

character growth or decline. For instance, a character who initially speaks assertively may reveal 

vulnerability through dialogue as the plot unfolds, showcasing their complexity and depth. Thus, 

dramatic dialogues are not merely vehicles for communication but vital tools for character 

exploration and emotional resonance. 

5. Explain the relevance of speech act theory to the analysis of dramatic dialogues. How does it 

enhance our understanding of character interactions? 

Answer: Speech act theory, developed by philosophers like J.L. Austin and John Searle, 

examines how language functions not just to convey information but to perform actions. In the 

context of drama, this theory is highly relevant as it enables an analysis of how characters' 

utterances serve specific functions beyond mere dialogue. For instance, characters can make 

promises, issue commands, express apologies, or assert identities through their speech acts. This 

framework allows audiences to understand the intentions behind characters’ words and the 

effects those words have on others, adding depth to character interactions. 

In dramatic dialogues, analyzing speech acts helps uncover the power dynamics at play. For 

example, when a character asserts authority through a commanding tone, it reveals their position 

in the social hierarchy or their confidence level. Similarly, a character who apologizes may 

indicate vulnerability or a desire for reconciliation, highlighting their relationship with the other 

characters. By examining these speech acts, audiences gain insight into the motivations and 

emotional landscapes of the characters, enhancing their understanding of the play's themes and 

conflicts. Speech act theory thus provides a nuanced approach to interpreting dialogues, making 

it a valuable tool in the study of drama. 

6 Analyze the balcony scene in Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet in terms of its thematic 

significance and use of poetic language. 

Answer: The balcony scene in Romeo and Juliet is one of the most iconic moments in 

literature, rich in thematic significance and poetic language. Thematically, this scene 

encapsulates the themes of love, fate, and the tension between personal desire and familial 

conflict. As Romeo and Juliet profess their love for one another, they navigate the boundaries 

imposed by their feuding families, highlighting the intensity and purity of their affection in 
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contrast to the hatred surrounding them. This duality of love and conflict establishes the 

tragic trajectory of the play. 

The use of poetic language in the scene elevates the emotional stakes, as Shakespeare employs 

metaphors, similes, and rich imagery to convey the depth of their feelings. For example, 

Romeo’s comparison of Juliet to the sun symbolizes her brightness and vitality, while also 

suggesting the danger of their love, as the sun can be both life-giving and destructive. The lyrical 

quality of their exchanges, marked by iambic pentameter and rhymed couplets, not only reflects 

their passionate emotions but also enhances the romantic atmosphere of the moment. The 

interplay of light and dark imagery throughout the scene further emphasizes the themes of love 

and danger, suggesting that their love, while beautiful, is also fraught with peril. Ultimately, the 

balcony scene serves as a microcosm of the play’s larger exploration of love’s complexities and 

the tragic consequences of familial loyalty. 

7. Discuss the role of humor in the porter scene of Shakespeare's Macbeth and its impact on the 

play's overall tone.                          

Answer: The porter scene in Macbeth serves a vital role as a moment of humor amidst the play’s 

pervasive darkness and tragedy. This scene occurs right after the intense act of Duncan’s murder, 

providing comic relief that contrasts sharply with the preceding violence. Through the character 

of the porter, who humorously imagines himself as the gatekeeper of hell, Shakespeare employs 

puns, mockery, and a drunken demeanor to lighten the atmosphere. This comedic interlude 

allows the audience a brief respite from the tension and emotional weight of the play. 

The impact of humor in this scene is twofold. Firstly, it serves to humanize the characters, 

reminding the audience of the absurdity of life and the coexistence of laughter and sorrow. The 

porter’s ramblings about the nature of drunkenness and the "hellish" state of the world create a 

moment of levity, encouraging the audience to reflect on the chaotic events unfolding. Secondly, 

the humor juxtaposes the horror of the murder, emphasizing the moral disorder introduced by 

Macbeth's actions. It underscores the theme of appearance versus reality, as the porter’s jesting 

remarks about the fate of the characters suggest the grim consequences of ambition and treachery 

that lie ahead. This scene ultimately contributes to the play's complex tone, reinforcing the idea 

that amidst tragedy, the human experience is often marked by absurdity and irony. 

8. Examine the opening scene of Eugene O’Neill’s Emperor Jones in relation to its thematic and 

character implications. 

Answer: The opening scene of Eugene O’Neill’s Emperor Jones is pivotal for establishing the 

play’s themes of power, race, and psychological conflict. It introduces Brutus Jones, a self-

proclaimed emperor, who displays a mix of bravado and insecurity as he addresses the audience 

and his subjects. This scene serves not only to establish Jones’s character but also to set the tone 

for the exploration of colonialism and identity that follows. 
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Thematically, the opening highlights the illusion of power and the fragility of authority. Jones’s 

confident proclamations reveal his desire to assert dominance over his subjects, but his reliance 

on superstition and fear to maintain control underscores his vulnerability. The language O’Neill 

employs reflects Jones’s dual identity; he uses a blend of vernacular and theatrical bravado, 

illustrating the tension between his past as a marginalized individual and his current position of 

power. This complexity adds depth to his character and invites the audience to consider the 

implications of his rule. 

Furthermore, the opening scene introduces motifs of guilt and psychological turmoil that are 

explored throughout the play. As Jones’s bravado masks his internal fears, the audience is led to 

question the sustainability of his power and the psychological ramifications of his past. O’Neill 

uses this initial encounter to foreshadow 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS/ANSWERS  

1. What is a semiotic text in the context of drama? 

A) A written script of a play 

B) A performance that communicates meaning through signs 

C) A character analysis 

D) A summary of the play 

Answer: B) A performance that communicates meaning through signs 

 

2. Which of the following is NOT an element of drama? 

A) Plot 

B) Character             

C) Theme 

D) Setting 

E) Exposition 

Answer: E) Exposition 

 

3. What distinguishes a dramatic text from a performance text? 
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A) The use of costumes 

B) The written script versus the live interpretation 

C) The audience's reaction 

D) The length of the piece 

Answer: B) The written script versus the live interpretation 

 

4. Which of the following is an example of a speech act? 

A) Describing a character’s appearance 

B) Apologizing to another character 

C) Stating the time 

D) Reciting a poem 

Answer: B) Apologizing to another character 

 

5. In the balcony scene of Romeo and Juliet, what theme is primarily explored? 

A) Friendship 

B) Family loyalty 

C) Forbidden love 

D) Ambition 

Answer: C) Forbidden love 

 

6. The porter scene in Macbeth serves primarily to: 

A) Introduce the main conflict 

B) Provide comic relief                                                                                                                                                  

C) Establish the setting  

D) Develop a subplot 
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Answer: B) Provide comic relief 

7. Eugene O’Neill’s Emperor Jones primarily explores themes of: 

A) Romantic love 

B) Colonialism and identity 

C) Friendship and betrayal 

D) Family ties 

Answer: B) Colonialism and identity 

 

8. What is the primary function of dramatic dialogues in plays? 

A) To describe settings 

B) To convey character thoughts and feelings 

C) To provide background information 

D) To summarize previous events 

Answer: B) To convey character thoughts and feelings 

 

9. Which poetic device is NOT commonly found in dramatic dialogues? 

A) Alliteration 

B) Imagery 

C) Metaphor 

D) Subtext 

Answer: D) Subtext 

 

10. What characterizes the language used in dramatic dialogues as compared to everyday 

conversations? 

A) It is more spontaneous and casual 
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B) It is structured and often heightened 

C) It avoids metaphors 

D) It includes more interruptions 

Answer: B) It is structured and often heightened 

 

11. In Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, what literary device is heavily used in the balcony scene? 

A) Hyperbole 

B) Personification 

C) Oxymoron 

D) Simile 

Answer: D) Simile 

 

12. The opening scene of Girish Karnad's Tughlaq primarily addresses issues of: 

A) Historical events 

B) Political leadership and morality 

C) Family dynamics 

D) Personal ambition 

Answer: B) Political leadership and morality 

13. What does the concept of "dramatic irony" refer to? 

A) A humorous dialogue between characters 

B) When the audience knows something that the characters do not 

C) A character’s internal conflict 

D) A conflict between two characters 

Answer: B) When the audience knows something that the characters do not 



                                                    STYLISTICS AND DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

 
 

74 
 

 

14. What role does context play in the analysis of dramatic texts? 

A) It is irrelevant to the meaning 

B) It helps to understand character motivations and themes 

C) It complicates the text unnecessarily 

D) It only serves to confuse the audience 

Answer: B) It helps to understand character motivations and themes 

 

15. Which of the following is an example of dramatic dialogue reflecting a character's internal 

conflict? 

A) A character expressing love for another 

B) A character debating their next move 

C) A character summarizing the plot 

D) A character greeting another 

Answer: B) A character debating their next move 

 

16. How does the setting influence the performance text? 

A) It has no impact on the performance 

B) It shapes the mood and character interactions 

C) It simplifies the plot 

D) It distracts from the dialogue 

Answer: B) It shapes the mood and character interactions 

 

17. Which of the following techniques is used in dramatic dialogues to enhance tension? 

A) Monologue 



                                                    STYLISTICS AND DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

 
 

75 
 

B) Dialogue 

C) Pause 

D) All of the above 

Answer: D) All of the above 

 

18. The use of metaphor in dramatic dialogue serves primarily to: 

A) Make the dialogue more casual 

B) Convey complex ideas and emotions 

C) Simplify the message 

D) Limit character development 

Answer: B) Convey complex ideas and emotions 

 

19. Which of the following statements about the opening scene of Emperor Jones is true? 

A) It lacks any significant themes 

B) It introduces a sense of foreboding 

C) It focuses solely on action 

D) It does not include any dialogue 

Answer: B) It introduces a sense of foreboding 

 

20. The use of repetition in dramatic texts often emphasizes: 

A) Boredom 

B) Character inconsistencies 

C) Key themes or emotional states 

D) Unimportant details 
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Answer: C) Key themes or emotional states 

 

 

                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT V 

Stylistics of Fiction 

Definition: Stylistics of fiction examines how language and stylistic choices shape meaning and 

create effects in fictional narratives. It involves the analysis of various elements that contribute to 

a text's overall aesthetic and thematic impact. 

Key Elements in Fiction 

1. Fiction as a Narrative Form of Discourse: 

Fiction is a constructed narrative that represents imagined events and characters. It employs 

storytelling techniques to engage readers, evoke emotions, and convey themes. 

2. Characterization: 

Characterization is the process by which authors create and develop characters. This can be done 

through direct description, dialogue, actions, and thoughts, helping readers understand 

characters' motivations and personalities. 

3. Setting: 

The setting refers to the time and place where a story unfolds. It influences the mood, theme, and 

actions of characters, shaping the narrative's context. 

4. Narrator: 
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The narrator is the voice that tells the story. Their perspective can significantly affect how events 

are perceived. Types of narrators include first-person, third-person limited, and omniscient 

narrators. 

5. Theme: 

The theme is the central idea or message of a story. It often reflects broader societal issues or 

human experiences and is developed through various narrative elements. 

6. Motif: 

A motif is a recurring element or concept in a narrative that has symbolic significance, 

reinforcing the theme or adding depth to the story. 

7. Archetype: 

Archetypes are universal symbols or character types that recur across literature. They evoke 

specific responses and help in understanding character roles and themes. 

8. Symbol: 

A symbol is an object, character, or event that represents larger ideas or concepts beyond its 

literal meaning, enhancing the narrative's depth. 

9. Irony: 

Irony is a literary device where the intended meaning is opposite to the literal meaning, creating 

a contrast that can evoke humor, tragedy, or insight. 

10. Narrative Technique: 

This refers to the methods used by the author to tell the story, including dialogue, pacing, 

structure, and the use of flashbacks or foreshadowing. 

11. Strategies in Fiction: 

Strategies include the use of various literary devices and techniques to engage readers, build 

tension, or develop characters and themes. 

12. Point of View: 

The point of view determines who is telling the story and how much the reader knows about the 

characters' thoughts and feelings. Common perspectives include first-person, second-person, and 

third-person. 

13. Distal Deixis: 
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This refers to words or phrases that indicate distance from the speaker (e.g., "that" versus "this"), 

which can affect the reader's perception of the narrative's immediacy and intimacy. 

Illustrations from Notable Works 

1. Edgar Allan Poe, The Fall of the House of Usher: 

This story exemplifies atmospheric setting and symbolism. The house itself serves as a symbol 

of the decaying Usher family, while Poe's use of first-person narration immerses the reader in the 

protagonist's psychological state. 

2. Katherine Mansfield, The Fly: 

Mansfield employs characterization and theme effectively, exploring grief and power dynamics 

through the interactions between the boss and the employee. The fly becomes a symbol of the 

fragility of life and the effects of loss. 

3. R.K. Narayan, The Trial of the Green Blazer: 

This narrative utilizes humor and irony to critique social norms and the absurdity of human 

behavior. The protagonist's experiences reveal themes of identity and societal expectations, 

enriched by Narayan's use of local setting and cultural context. 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What is fiction as a narrative form of discourse? 

Answer: Fiction is a constructed narrative that tells stories about imaginary characters and 

events, employing various storytelling techniques. 

2. What is characterization? 

Answer: Characterization is the process by which authors create and develop characters through 

descriptions, dialogue, and actions. 

3. How does setting influence a narrative? 

Answer: The setting establishes the time and place of the story, influencing the mood, character 

interactions, and themes. 

4. Who is the narrator in a story? 

Answer: The narrator is the voice that tells the story, whose perspective shapes how events and 

characters are perceived by the reader. 

5. What is the theme of a narrative? 
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Answer: The theme is the central idea or message conveyed by the story, often reflecting broader 

societal issues or human experiences. 

6. Define motif in fiction. 

Answer: A motif is a recurring element or concept that has symbolic significance, reinforcing the 

theme or adding depth to the narrative. 

7. What is an archetype? 

Answer: An archetype is a universal symbol or character type that recurs across literature, 

helping to evoke specific responses and understand character roles. 

8. How do symbols function in a narrative? 

Answer: Symbols represent larger ideas or concepts beyond their literal meaning, enriching the 

narrative and deepening its thematic resonance. 

9. What is irony in literature? 

Answer: Irony is a literary device where the intended meaning contrasts with the literal meaning, 

often to create humor or highlight discrepancies in a narrative. 

10. What is narrative technique? 

Answer: Narrative technique refers to the methods and strategies an author employs to tell a 

story, such as dialogue, pacing, structure, and use of literary devices. 

11. What are strategies in fiction? 

Answer: Strategies include various literary devices and techniques used to engage readers, build 

tension, or develop themes and characters. 

12. What is point of view in fiction? 

Answer: Point of view determines who tells the story and how much the reader knows about 

characters' thoughts and feelings, including first-person, second-person, and third-person 

perspectives. 

13. What is distal deixis? 

Answer: Distal deixis refers to linguistic markers that indicate distance from the speaker, 

affecting the narrative's immediacy and the reader's perception of space and time. 

14. How is setting portrayed in Edgar Allan Poe's The Fall of the House of Usher? 
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Answer: The setting is described as gloomy and decaying, symbolizing the decline of the Usher 

family and enhancing the story's atmosphere of dread. 

15. What themes are explored in Katherine Mansfield's The Fly? 

Answer: The story explores themes of grief, power dynamics, and the fragility of life through the 

interactions between the boss and the employee. 

16. What narrative techniques are employed in R.K. Narayan's The Trial of the Green Blazer? 

Answer: Narayan uses humor and irony to critique social norms, employing relatable characters 

and a local setting to engage the reader. 

17. What is the role of irony in The Fly? 

Answer: Irony highlights the contrast between the characters' perceptions of power and their 

actual vulnerability, deepening the emotional impact of the narrative. 

18. How does characterization contribute to the theme in The Fall of the House of Usher? 

Answer: The characterization of Roderick and Madeline Usher illustrates themes of isolation, 

madness, and the inescapable decay of the family lineage. 

19. What is a common motif in R.K. Narayan's works? 

Answer: A common motif in Narayan's works is the exploration of everyday life in Indian 

society, often reflecting cultural values and human relationships. 

20. How does the point of view influence The Fall of the House of Usher? 

Answer: The first-person point of view immerses readers in the narrator's psychological 

experiences, enhancing the sense of horror and mystery surrounding the Usher family. 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. How does fiction function as a narrative form of discourse? 

A: Fiction serves as a narrative form by constructing imaginative stories that reflect human 

experiences, emotions, and social contexts. It employs various storytelling techniques, 

including dialogue, character development, and plot structure, to engage readers and convey 

themes. Through fictional narratives, authors can explore complex ideas and societal issues, 

allowing readers to experience different perspectives and realities. 

 

2. What are the different methods of characterization in fiction, and why are they important? 
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A: Characterization can be achieved through direct description (physical traits and personality), 

dialogue (how characters speak), actions (what they do), and thoughts (internal monologue). 

These methods are essential because they help readers connect with characters, understand their 

motivations, and perceive their development throughout the narrative. Effective characterization 

fosters emotional engagement and enhances thematic depth. 

 

3. In what ways does the setting impact a narrative's mood and theme? 

A: The setting establishes the time, place, and cultural context of a story, significantly 

influencing its mood and themes. For instance, a dark, isolated setting can create an atmosphere 

of tension and foreboding, while a vibrant, lively environment may evoke joy or hope. By 

carefully crafting the setting, authors can reinforce themes such as isolation, conflict, or 

community, shaping how readers interpret the narrative. 

 

4. How does the choice of narrator affect the reader's perception of the story? 

A: The narrator's perspective influences how events are presented and interpreted. A first-person 

narrator provides intimate access to a character's thoughts and feelings, creating a subjective 

view of the story. In contrast, an omniscient narrator offers a broader perspective, revealing 

multiple characters’ thoughts and backgrounds. The choice of narrator can affect the story's 

reliability, emotional impact, and the depth of the reader's understanding. 

 

5. What is the significance of theme in a fictional narrative? 

A: The theme represents the underlying message or central idea that the author intends to 

convey. Themes often explore universal human experiences, such as love, loss, identity, and 

morality. By analyzing themes, readers gain insights into the author’s commentary on society, 

culture, and the human condition. Themes also provide a framework for understanding character 

motivations and the narrative's overall meaning. 

 

6. How do motifs and symbols function within a story? 

A: Motifs are recurring elements that reinforce the theme, while symbols are objects, characters, 

or events that represent larger concepts. For example, in Edgar Allan Poe's The Fall of the House 

of Usher, the decaying house symbolizes the decline of the Usher family. These literary devices 
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enrich the narrative by adding layers of meaning and enabling readers to draw connections 

between different parts of the story. 

 

7. What role does irony play in fiction, and how can it enhance a narrative? 

A: Irony involves a discrepancy between expectation and reality, often creating humor or 

highlighting contradictions in characters' situations. It can enhance a narrative by adding 

complexity to characters and themes, prompting readers to question assumptions and 

interpretations. For instance, in Katherine Mansfield's The Fly, the irony of the boss's attitude 

towards grief emphasizes the theme of powerlessness in the face of loss. 

 

8. Can you explain the concept of narrative technique and provide examples? 

A: Narrative technique encompasses the methods and strategies authors use to tell a story, 

including structure, pacing, dialogue, and literary devices. For example, a nonlinear narrative 

might use flashbacks to reveal character backstories, as seen in The Trial of the Green Blazer by 

R.K. Narayan. Techniques like foreshadowing can build suspense, while vivid imagery can 

create a more immersive reading experience. 

9. How does the point of view shape the narrative experience? 

A: Point of view determines who narrates the story and what information is revealed to the 

reader. A first-person point of view provides personal insights into the narrator's thoughts and 

emotions, while a third-person omniscient point of view allows for a more comprehensive 

understanding of all characters. The chosen point of view can create intimacy, distance, or 

suspense, significantly affecting the reader's connection to the narrative. 

10. What is distal deixis, and how does it function in fiction? 

A: Distal deixis refers to linguistic markers that indicate distance from the speaker or the 

narrative's events, influencing the reader's perception of immediacy and relevance. For example, 

using "that" instead of "this" can create a sense of detachment. In fiction, such choices can affect 

how readers engage with the story and its characters, adding layers of meaning to the text. 

 

11. What thematic elements are present in The Fall of the House of Usher? 

Themes in Poe's story include madness, isolation, and the effects of family legacy. The Usher 

family's psychological decline parallels the physical decay of their ancestral home, reflecting the 



                                                    STYLISTICS AND DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

 
 

83 
 

intertwining of personal and familial fate. This thematic exploration raises questions about the 

nature of reality and the impact of environment on the psyche. 

 

12. How does Katherine Mansfield employ setting to enhance themes in The Fly? 

A: In The Fly, Mansfield uses the office setting to contrast the emotional distance between 

characters. The sterile, controlled environment highlights the theme of power dynamics, 

emphasizing the boss's insensitivity to the employee's grief. The setting thus serves as a backdrop 

that intensifies the story's exploration of loss and human connection. 

 

13. What narrative strategies are utilized in R.K. Narayan's The Trial of the Green Blazer? 

A: Narayan employs humor, irony, and relatable characters to critique societal norms and 

expectations. The narrative's structure allows for a blend of serious themes and light-hearted 

moments, reflecting the complexity of human behavior. By setting the story in a familiar Indian 

context, Narayan enhances its accessibility and relevance to readers. 

 

14. How do archetypes function in fictional narratives? 

Archetypes are universal symbols or character types that evoke familiar themes and ideas. For 

instance, the "hero" or the "mentor" archetype can guide readers' expectations about character 

roles and plot developments. Authors may utilize archetypes to tap into collective cultural 

knowledge, allowing for deeper resonance with the audience. 

 

15. What is the significance of dialogue in dramatic scenes, such as the balcony scene in Romeo 

and Juliet? 

Dialogue in dramatic scenes reveals character motivations, emotions, and conflicts. In the 

balcony scene of Romeo and Juliet, the dialogue between the two lovers not only expresses their 

passion but also encapsulates the theme of forbidden love. The interplay of words creates tension 

and intimacy, engaging the audience and heightening the drama of their situation. 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. How does fiction serve as a narrative form of discourse, and what are its key characteristics? 
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A: Fiction operates as a narrative form of discourse by creating imaginary scenarios that reflect 

and examine human experiences. Key characteristics include a structured plot, developed 

characters, and thematic depth. Unlike expository or persuasive writing, fiction employs 

storytelling techniques that invite readers into a constructed world, utilizing elements such as 

conflict, resolution, and character development to convey messages about life, society, and 

morality. Through its use of language and narrative techniques, fiction engages readers 

emotionally and intellectually, encouraging them to draw connections between the fictional 

events and real-world issues. 

2. In what ways does characterization enhance the narrative in works such as Edgar Allan Poe's 

The Fall of the House of Usher? 

A: Characterization in The Fall of the House of Usher plays a crucial role in establishing the 

story's themes of decay and madness. Poe utilizes both direct and indirect characterization to 

reveal the psychological complexities of Roderick Usher and his sister, Madeline. Roderick is 

depicted as sensitive and increasingly unhinged, his emotional state mirroring the physical 

deterioration of the Usher mansion. The use of vivid descriptions and psychological insights 

allows readers to empathize with his plight, creating a sense of foreboding. By exploring the 

characters’ inner lives, Poe deepens the narrative's exploration of the themes of isolation, family 

legacy, and the influence of the environment on mental health. 

3. Discuss the significance of setting in Katherine Mansfield's The Fly and its impact on the 

story’s themes. 

A: The setting in The Fly is vital to understanding the themes of power, grief, and the human 

condition. The office environment, characterized by its starkness and formality, serves as a 

contrast to the personal emotional turmoil experienced by the characters. Mansfield's use of 

setting emphasizes the protagonist's isolation and the coldness of the workplace, where grief is 

sidelined by societal expectations. This creates a chilling atmosphere that heightens the 

emotional stakes of the narrative. The oppressive nature of the setting reflects the broader theme 

of human suffering within the constraints of social norms, underscoring the disconnect between 

personal loss and public demeanor. Thus, the setting not only grounds the story but also 

amplifies its exploration of complex emotional realities. 

4 How does the choice of narrator influence the reader's interpretation in R.K. Narayan's 

The Trial of the Green Blazer? 

A: In The Trial of the Green Blazer, Narayan employs a third-person omniscient narrator, 

which allows readers to gain insight into the thoughts and feelings of multiple characters, 

particularly the protagonist. This narrative choice creates a sense of objectivity while 

simultaneously offering personal perspectives that enrich the story. The narrator’s voice often 

conveys irony, subtly critiquing social norms and highlighting the absurdity of the situation. 
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By providing a comprehensive view of the characters' motivations and the societal backdrop, 

the narrator shapes the reader's understanding and interpretation of events, emphasizing 

themes of identity, societal pressure, and the quest for belonging. This approach encourages 

readers to engage critically with the narrative, inviting them to question the characters' 

actions and the larger implications of their choices. 

5. Explain how motifs and symbols operate within fiction and provide examples from The Fall of 

the House of Usher. 

A: Motifs and symbols are essential tools in fiction, enhancing thematic depth and providing 

layers of meaning. In The Fall of the House of Usher, motifs of decay and duality recur 

throughout the narrative, reflecting the deterioration of both the Usher family and their ancestral 

home. The house itself serves as a powerful symbol of the family's legacy, embodying their 

mental and physical decline. The cracked and decaying structure mirrors Roderick's fragile state 

of mind, suggesting a profound connection between environment and identity. Additionally, the 

motif of the supernatural, evident in the eerie atmosphere and the climactic events surrounding 

Madeline's death, amplifies the themes of fear and madness. By intertwining motifs and symbols 

with the narrative, Poe creates a rich tapestry of meaning that resonates with readers, inviting 

them to explore the intricacies of human experience. 

6. What role does irony play in enhancing the themes in Katherine Mansfield's The Fly? 

A: Irony in The Fly is pivotal to the story's exploration of grief and power dynamics. The 

juxtaposition between the boss's nonchalant attitude towards the death of his son and his 

treatment of the employee reveals the disconnect between personal loss and professional 

obligations. Mansfield uses situational irony to emphasize the absurdity of life, as the boss 

engages in a trivial exercise of power over the fly while ignoring the profound implications of his 

own grief. This irony not only highlights the emotional desensitization that can accompany 

societal roles but also underscores the theme of human vulnerability in the face of loss. By 

presenting these ironic contrasts, Mansfield deepens the reader's understanding of the characters' 

psychological complexities and societal critiques. 

7 Analyze how narrative techniques in R.K. Narayan's The Trial of the Green Blazer 

contribute to the overall storytelling. 

A: Narayan employs various narrative techniques in The Trial of the Green Blazer that 

enhance the storytelling experience. The use of humor and irony throughout the narrative 

provides a light-hearted yet critical examination of societal expectations and individual 

identity. Narayan's descriptive language paints vivid pictures of the setting and characters, 

allowing readers to visualize the scenes while also understanding the cultural context. The 

incorporation of dialogue captures the nuances of social interactions, revealing character 

relationships and societal norms. Additionally, the episodic structure of the narrative allows 
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for a focus on individual moments, each contributing to the overarching themes of belonging 

and identity. Through these techniques, Narayan crafts a narrative that is both engaging and 

thought-provoking, encouraging readers to reflect on their own experiences within social 

frameworks. 

 8 What is the importance of theme in fictional narratives, and how is it exemplified in Edgar 

Allan Poe's work? 

A: Themes are crucial in fictional narratives as they encapsulate the central messages and ideas 

that authors seek to communicate. In Edgar Allan Poe's work, themes of madness, isolation, and 

the effects of familial legacy are prevalent. In The Fall of the House of Usher, the theme of 

madness is intricately tied to the characters' psychological states and their environment. 

Roderick's deteriorating mental health reflects the broader theme of the destructive impact of 

isolation and the inability to escape one's heritage. The interplay of these themes encourages 

readers to contemplate the complexities of human nature and the influence of external factors on 

individual identity. By engaging with these themes, readers gain deeper insights into the human 

experience, reflecting on the universal struggles with madness and legacy. 

9 How do archetypes function in fiction, and can you provide examples from the discussed 

texts? 

A: Archetypes serve as universal symbols or character types that resonate across cultures and 

narratives. In the discussed texts, various archetypes are evident. For example, in The Fall of 

the House of Usher, Roderick Usher embodies the "tragic hero" archetype, characterized by 

his heightened sensitivity and inevitable downfall. Similarly, the archetype of the "haunted 

house" is represented by the Usher mansion, symbolizing familial decay and psychological 

torment. In The Fly, the boss can be seen as an archetypal authority figure, whose 

detachment from human emotion highlights the theme of power dynamics in grief. By 

utilizing archetypes, authors create familiar connections that allow readers to engage more 

profoundly with the characters and themes, fostering a richer understanding of the narrative. 

10. Discuss how point of view shapes the narrative experience in fiction, particularly in The Trial 

of the Green Blazer. 

A: The point of view in The Trial of the Green Blazer is predominantly third-person omniscient, 

allowing readers to gain insights into the thoughts and emotions of multiple characters. This 

narrative choice enhances the reader's understanding of the societal pressures and personal 

struggles experienced by the protagonist. By offering varying perspectives, Narayan creates a 

more nuanced portrayal of the characters’ motivations and interactions. This approach also 

fosters a sense of empathy, as readers can see the inner conflicts that drive the characters' actions. 

The use of this point of view ultimately enriches the narrative, encouraging readers to reflect on 

the complexities of identity and belonging in the face of societal expectations. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS/ANSWERS:  

1. What is a primary characteristic of fiction as a narrative form? 

A) Strict adherence to factual accuracy 

B) Imaginary scenarios reflecting human experiences 

C) Use of complex mathematical equations 

D) Focus on historical events 

Answer: B) Imaginary scenarios reflecting human experiences 

 

2. In Edgar Allan Poe's The Fall of the House of Usher, what does the house symbolize? 

A) Prosperity 

B) Isolation and decay 

C) Joy and happiness 

D) Adventure and discovery 

Answer: B) Isolation and decay 

 

3. Which literary device is used to create humor through absurd situations in Katherine 

Mansfield's The Fly? 

A) Allegory 

B) Irony 

C) Alliteration 

D) Symbolism 

Answer: B) Irony 

 

 4. What role does characterization play in fiction? 
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A) It establishes the setting. 

 

B) It creates a conflict. 

C) It develops the plot. 

D) It reveals the traits and complexities of characters. 

Answer: D) It reveals the traits and complexities of characters. 

 

5. In R.K. Narayan's The Trial of the Green Blazer, which narrative technique is prominently 

used? 

A) Stream of consciousness 

B) First-person narration 

C) Third-person omniscient narration 

D) Epistolary format 

Answer: C) Third-person omniscient narration 

 

6. Which element describes the underlying message or central idea in a fictional work? 

A) Characterization 

B) Theme 

C) Setting 

D) Plot 

Answer: B) Theme 

 

7. What type of point of view allows readers to access the thoughts and feelings of multiple 

characters? 

A) First-person 
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B) Second-person 

C) Third-person limited 

D) Third-person omniscient 

 

Answer: D) Third-person omniscient 

 

8. What is a motif in literature? 

A) A recurring theme or subject 

B) A character's background 

C) A single event in the plot 

D) A complex sentence structure 

Answer: A) A recurring theme or subject 

 

9. In The Fall of the House of Usher, which character embodies the tragic hero archetype? 

A) Madeline Usher 

B) Roderick Usher 

C) The narrator 

D) The doctor 

Answer: B) Roderick Usher 

 

10. How does setting influence a story? 

A) It provides character names. 

B) It develops plot twists. 

C) It establishes the context and mood. 
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D) It limits the narrative perspective. 

Answer: C) It establishes the context and mood. 

 

11. What is the effect of distal deixis in fiction? 

 

A) It creates a sense of immediacy. 

B) It distances the reader from the narrative. 

C) It emphasizes personal relationships. 

D) It clarifies the timeline of events. 

Answer: B) It distances the reader from the narrative. 

 

12. Which literary element is characterized by a significant contrast between what is expected 

and what actually occurs? 

A) Symbolism 

B) Irony 

C) Motif 

D) Allusion 

Answer: B) Irony 

 

13. In The Fly, what does the fly symbolize in the context of the story? 

A) Freedom 

B) The boss's power and control 

C) Life and rebirth 

D) Nature's beauty 

Answer: B) The boss's power and control 
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14. What narrative technique involves presenting a story in a non-linear format? 

A) Chronological order 

B) Flashback 

C) Foreshadowing 

D) Stream of consciousness 

Answer: B) Flashback 

 

15. What aspect of narrative does "point of view" refer to? 

A) The time period of the story 

B) The angle from which the story is told 

C) The theme of the narrative 

D) The setting of the story 

Answer: B) The angle from which the story is told 

 

16. In Katherine Mansfield's The Fly, how does the dialogue contribute to character 

development? 

A) It introduces new settings. 

B) It reveals emotional conflicts and power dynamics. 

C) It provides historical context. 

D) It describes physical appearances. 

Answer: B) It reveals emotional conflicts and power dynamics. 

 

17. What does the term "archetype" refer to in literature? 

A) A literary technique 
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B) A recurring symbol or character type 

C) A specific plot twist 

D) A unique narrative style 

Answer: B) A recurring symbol or character type 

 

 

 

18. How does R.K. Narayan employ irony in The Trial of the Green Blazer? 

A) To create suspense 

B) To highlight social norms and personal expectations 

C) To develop the plot 

D) To enhance the setting 

Answer: B) To highlight social norms and personal expectations 

 

19. What is the primary focus of stylistics in fiction? 

A) The structure of the plot 

B) The use of language and its effects on meaning 

C) The historical context of the story 

D) The biographical details of the author 

Answer: B) The use of language and its effects on meaning 

 

20. In Poe's narrative, what role does the unreliable narrator play in The Fall of the House of 

Usher? 

A) To provide clear explanations of events 

B) To create ambiguity and suspense 



                                                    STYLISTICS AND DISCOURSE ANALYSIS 

 
 

93 
 

C) To enhance the reliability of the plot 

D) To summarize the story 

Answer: B) To create ambiguity and suspense 
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UNIT VI 

Stylistics:  

Stylistics is the study of styles in language, focusing on how linguistic elements contribute to the 

meaning and effect of a text. It examines the choices writers make in their use of language, 

including word choice, sentence structure, figurative language, and overall aesthetic features. 

Stylistics seeks to understand how these choices affect readers' interpretations and emotional 

responses, bridging the gap between linguistic analysis and literary interpretation. 

 

Discourse Analysis:  

Discourse analysis is the study of language use beyond the sentence level, examining how 

language functions in communication and social contexts. It looks at the structure of texts, the 

interaction between speakers, and the socio-cultural factors that influence communication. 

Discourse analysis explores how meaning is constructed through language, including elements 

such as context, coherence, and the roles of power and ideology in shaping discourse. 

 

Stylistics Interpretation and Analysis of Unseen Poems and Prose Passages 

When interpreting and analyzing unseen poems and prose passages using stylistics, consider the 

following approaches: 

1. Linguistic Features: 

Lexical Choices: Analyze the connotations of words, their frequency, and the use of jargon or 

colloquial language. 

Syntax: Look at sentence structures, variations in length, and use of punctuation. Consider how 

these elements create rhythm and flow. 

2. Figurative Language: 

Metaphors and Similes: Identify and interpret metaphors, similes, and other figures of speech to 

uncover deeper meanings. 

Imagery: Analyze visual, auditory, and sensory images created through language. Consider how 

imagery enhances themes and emotional impact. 

3. Sound Patterns: 
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Alliteration and Assonance: Examine the use of sound devices to create mood or emphasize 

particular ideas. 

Rhyme and Meter: In poetry, analyze the rhyme scheme and metrical patterns, considering how 

they affect the poem’s musicality and structure. 

4. Themes and Motifs: 

Identify central themes and recurring motifs, analyzing how they are expressed through stylistic 

choices. 

5. Contextual Factors: 

Consider the historical, cultural, and social contexts of the text, which can shape its meaning and 

stylistic features. 

6. Reader Response: 

Reflect on how the stylistic elements influence the reader’s interpretation and emotional response 

to the text. 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What is stylistics? 

A: Stylistics is the study of the linguistic features and aesthetic aspects of language in texts, 

focusing on how these contribute to meaning and reader response. 

2. What does discourse analysis examine? 

A: Discourse analysis examines language use beyond the sentence level, focusing on 

communication contexts, social interactions, and the construction of meaning. 

3. How does stylistics enhance literary analysis? 

A: Stylistics enhances literary analysis by providing tools to dissect language choices, revealing 

deeper meanings and emotional impacts within texts. 

4. What are lexical choices in stylistics? 

A: Lexical choices refer to the specific words an author selects, which can influence tone, 

connotation, and overall meaning in a text. 

5. What is the role of syntax in stylistics? 
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A: Syntax involves the arrangement of words in sentences. Variations in sentence structure can 

create rhythm, clarity, and emphasis in a text. 

6. What are figures of speech? 

A: Figures of speech are rhetorical devices like metaphors, similes, and personification used to 

create vivid imagery and convey complex ideas. 

7. How do sound patterns affect a poem's meaning? 

A: Sound patterns, such as alliteration and assonance, can create musicality, enhance mood, and 

emphasize particular themes or emotions. 

8. What is imagery in poetry? 

A: Imagery refers to descriptive language that appeals to the senses, helping to create mental 

pictures and evoke emotions in readers. 

9. What is a theme in literary analysis? 

A: A theme is a central idea or underlying message in a literary work, often explored through 

characters, plot, and stylistic elements. 

10. What is the significance of context in discourse analysis? 

A: Context includes the social, cultural, and historical background that influences how language 

is used and interpreted in communication. 

11. What is the purpose of analyzing unseen texts? 

A: Analyzing unseen texts helps develop critical reading skills, enhances understanding of 

stylistic features, and improves interpretive abilities. 

12. How can tone be identified in a text? 

A: Tone can be identified through word choice, sentence structure, and stylistic devices, 

indicating the author’s attitude towards the subject matter. 

13. What is the difference between connotation and denotation? 

A: Denotation refers to the literal meaning of a word, while connotation involves the emotional 

or cultural associations attached to that word. 

14. What is the significance of rhetorical questions in prose? 
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A: Rhetorical questions engage readers, provoke thought, and emphasize points without 

expecting direct answers. 

15. How does the point of view affect a narrative? 

A: The point of view determines the perspective from which a story is told, influencing reader 

insight into characters and events. 

16. What are motifs in literature? 

A: Motifs are recurring elements or themes in a literary work that help to reinforce central ideas 

and develop character arcs. 

17. How does repetition function in poetry? 

A: Repetition emphasizes particular ideas or emotions, creates rhythm, and can contribute to the 

overall theme of the poem. 

18. What is the purpose of a thesis statement in literary analysis? 

A: A thesis statement presents the main argument or interpretation of a literary work, guiding the 

analysis and providing a focus for discussion. 

19. What role does reader response play in stylistics? 

A: Reader response emphasizes how individual interpretations and emotional reactions to a text 

are influenced by its stylistic features. 

20. What is the significance of context in interpreting poetry? 

A: Context helps readers understand the cultural, historical, and personal background of the 

poem, enriching interpretation and meaning. 

 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS/ ANSWERS  

 

1. What is the primary focus of stylistics in literary analysis? 

A: Stylistics primarily focuses on the examination of language use in literary texts, analyzing 

how specific linguistic choices contribute to the meaning, tone, and emotional impact of the 

work. It emphasizes elements like diction, syntax, and figurative language to uncover the 

author’s style and its effect on readers. 
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2. How does discourse analysis differ from traditional literary analysis? 

A: Discourse analysis differs from traditional literary analysis in that it extends beyond the text 

itself to consider the broader context in which communication occurs. It examines how social, 

cultural, and situational factors influence language use, including the roles of power and 

ideology, while traditional literary analysis often focuses primarily on the text’s themes and 

structures. 

3. What are some key linguistic features that a stylistic analysis might examine? 

A: A stylistic analysis may examine various linguistic features such as lexical choices (word 

selection and connotation), syntactic structures (sentence length and complexity), figurative 

language (metaphors, similes, and imagery), sound devices (alliteration, assonance, rhyme), and 

overall textual structure to understand how these contribute to the text’s meaning and aesthetic 

quality. 

4. Why is context important in discourse analysis? 

A: Context is crucial in discourse analysis because it shapes how language is interpreted. Factors 

such as the social setting, historical background, and cultural norms influence how speakers 

convey meaning and how listeners interpret that meaning. Understanding context helps to clarify 

the intentions behind language use and the nuances of communication. 

5. What role do metaphors play in poetic interpretation? 

A: Metaphors are powerful tools in poetry that create connections between disparate ideas, 

allowing readers to perceive abstract concepts in more tangible ways. They enrich the imagery 

and emotional depth of a poem, inviting readers to engage with the text on a more profound 

level. Analyzing metaphors can reveal underlying themes and the poet’s perspective. 

6. How can the analysis of syntax enhance the understanding of a poem? 

A: Analyzing syntax can enhance understanding by revealing how sentence structures affect the 

poem’s rhythm, flow, and emotional tone. Variations in syntax, such as the use of short, abrupt 

sentences or long, complex ones, can create tension, urgency, or tranquility, thus influencing the 

reader’s experience and interpretation of the poem. 

7. What is the significance of imagery in poetry and prose? 

A: Imagery is significant in both poetry and prose as it appeals to the senses and evokes vivid 

mental pictures, enhancing the reader's emotional response. It allows authors to convey complex 

ideas and feelings through concrete details, making themes more relatable and impactful. 

Analyzing imagery helps uncover deeper meanings within the text. 
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8. How does point of view influence narrative style? 

A: The point of view shapes how a story is told, affecting the reader’s access to characters’ 

thoughts, emotions, and motivations. A first-person narrative provides intimacy and subjectivity, 

while a third-person omniscient perspective offers a broader understanding of events and 

characters. The chosen point of view can significantly influence the reader's interpretation and 

connection to the narrative. 

9. What is the function of irony in literature? 

A: Irony serves to create contrast between expectations and reality, often highlighting the 

complexities of human experience. It can provoke thought, create humor, or elicit emotional 

responses, depending on its use. Analyzing irony helps reveal deeper thematic concerns and 

character motivations, enriching the reader's understanding of the text. 

10. What are some strategies for interpreting unseen texts? 

A: Strategies for interpreting unseen texts include careful reading for tone and mood, identifying 

key themes and motifs, analyzing stylistic features (such as diction and syntax), considering the 

socio-cultural context, and reflecting on personal reactions to the text. These approaches foster a 

comprehensive understanding of the text’s meaning and significance. 

11. How do sound devices like alliteration and assonance contribute to poetry? 

A: Sound devices like alliteration (the repetition of consonant sounds) and assonance (the 

repetition of vowel sounds) enhance the musicality of poetry, creating rhythm and emphasis on 

particular words or themes. They can evoke emotional responses and deepen the sensory 

experience of a poem, contributing to its overall impact. 

12. What is the role of a narrator in fiction? 

A: The narrator plays a crucial role in shaping the reader's understanding of the story. The choice 

of narrator—whether first-person, third-person limited, or omniscient—affects the reliability of 

the narrative and the depth of insight into characters’ thoughts and feelings. Analyzing the 

narrator’s perspective helps clarify the themes and emotional undertones of the work. 

 

13. What is the importance of thematic motifs in literature? 

A: Thematic motifs are recurring elements that reinforce central ideas and contribute to character 

development and plot progression. They help unify a text, allowing readers to recognize patterns 
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and connections. Analyzing motifs can reveal the author’s message and enhance the reader’s 

engagement with the narrative. 

14. How can one identify the tone of a literary work? 

A: Tone can be identified through an analysis of word choice, sentence structure, and stylistic 

devices. It reflects the author’s attitude toward the subject and influences the reader's emotional 

response. Paying attention to descriptive language, dialogue, and narrative voice can help discern 

the tone and its effect on the overall meaning of the text. 

15. What is the significance of the relationship between stylistics and reader response? 

A: The relationship between stylistics and reader response is significant because stylistic features 

shape how readers interpret and emotionally react to a text. Different readers may respond 

differently to the same stylistic choices based on their personal experiences and perspectives. 

Understanding this relationship allows for a more nuanced analysis of literature and highlights 

the subjective nature of interpretation. 

 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What is the significance of stylistics in the analysis of unseen texts, and how does it enhance 

understanding? 

A: Stylistics plays a crucial role in analyzing unseen texts by providing a framework for 

examining language choices and their effects on meaning. It focuses on various elements, such as 

diction, syntax, sound devices, and figurative language, which help uncover the nuances of the 

text. By analyzing these stylistic features, readers can gain insight into the author’s intent, 

emotional undertones, and thematic concerns. For instance, the use of vivid imagery can evoke 

specific emotions and create a mental picture that enhances the reader's engagement with the 

text. Stylistics also encourages readers to consider how the structure and form of the text 

influence its interpretation. By combining linguistic analysis with literary criticism, stylistics 

enriches the reading experience and fosters a deeper understanding of the text's aesthetic and 

communicative qualities. 

 

2. How does discourse analysis contribute to the interpretation of poetry and prose? 

A: Discourse analysis contributes significantly to the interpretation of poetry and prose by 

emphasizing the context in which language is used. It extends beyond the text itself to consider 

social, cultural, and historical factors that shape meaning. In poetry, for example, understanding 
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the cultural background of the poet can illuminate the themes and references within the poem. 

Similarly, in prose, analyzing the dialogue between characters can reveal power dynamics and 

social relationships. Discourse analysis also focuses on how language constructs identity and 

ideology, making it particularly relevant for exploring how texts engage with issues of gender, 

race, and class. By examining the interaction between language and context, discourse analysis 

provides a comprehensive framework for interpreting both overt and subtle meanings in texts, 

enhancing the reader's critical engagement. 

3. What techniques can be employed in the stylistic analysis of unseen poems? Provide 

examples. 

A: In the stylistic analysis of unseen poems, several techniques can be employed, including the 

examination of sound devices, imagery, diction, and figurative language. For instance, one can 

analyze alliteration and assonance to explore how sound contributes to the poem's rhythm and 

emotional impact. Imagery can be dissected to uncover sensory details and underlying themes; 

for example, analyzing the imagery in a nature poem might reveal the poet’s relationship with 

the environment. Diction refers to the choice of words and can indicate tone; examining whether 

the language is formal or informal can provide insight into the speaker's attitude. Additionally, 

the use of figurative language such as metaphors and similes can be analyzed to understand how 

they convey complex ideas and emotions. By employing these techniques, readers can construct 

a rich interpretation that considers both the aesthetic and communicative functions of the poem. 

 

4. How do linguistic choices in prose shape character development and thematic exploration? 

A: Linguistic choices in prose significantly shape character development and thematic 

exploration by revealing characters' personalities, motivations, and relationships. The way a 

character speaks, including their choice of words, sentence structure, and use of dialect, can 

provide insight into their background and social status. For example, a character who uses 

colloquial language may be portrayed as relatable or informal, while one who employs 

sophisticated vocabulary might be depicted as educated or aloof. Moreover, dialogue can reflect 

power dynamics and conflict between characters, thereby advancing the plot. Thematically, 

linguistic choices can highlight central concerns of the narrative; for instance, repeated phrases 

or specific vocabulary may reinforce themes of isolation, love, or conflict. Analyzing these 

choices helps readers understand how language contributes to character complexity and thematic 

richness. 

5. In what ways can the analysis of point of view enhance the reader's understanding of a 

narrative? 
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A: The analysis of point of view is essential in enhancing a reader's understanding of a narrative 

because it dictates how information is presented and which perspectives are privileged. For 

instance, a first-person narrator offers a subjective viewpoint, allowing readers to experience the 

narrator's thoughts and emotions intimately, which can create a sense of empathy or bias. In 

contrast, a third-person omniscient narrator provides a broader perspective, offering insights into 

multiple characters and their motivations, which can create a more complex understanding of the 

narrative's themes. The choice of point of view also influences the reliability of the narrator; an 

unreliable narrator can lead readers to question the truth of the narrative. By examining the 

implications of point of view, readers can better appreciate how the narrative structure shapes 

their interpretation and emotional engagement with the story. 

 

6. Discuss the role of imagery in enhancing the emotional impact of poetry. Provide examples 

from specific poems. 

A: Imagery plays a vital role in enhancing the emotional impact of poetry by creating vivid 

mental pictures that resonate with readers on a sensory level. For instance, in John Keats’ “Ode 

to a Nightingale,” the lush imagery of the nightingale’s song evokes feelings of beauty and 

transcendence, contrasting with the speaker's awareness of mortality. Similarly, in Maya 

Angelou's “Still I Rise,” the imagery of rising like dust serves as a powerful metaphor for 

resilience and strength, invoking pride and empowerment. The sensory details and figurative 

language used in these poems allow readers to connect emotionally with the themes presented. 

By analyzing imagery, readers can explore how poets use descriptive language to evoke specific 

feelings and deepen the reader's engagement with the text. 

 

7. What is the relationship between context and meaning in the analysis of prose passages? 

A: The relationship between context and meaning in the analysis of prose passages is crucial, as 

context shapes how readers interpret language and themes. Context includes the historical, 

cultural, and social circumstances surrounding the text, which can influence the author's choices 

and the reader's understanding. For example, a passage written during a time of social upheaval 

may reflect themes of resistance or oppression that resonate with contemporary readers. 

Additionally, character interactions and dialogue can be interpreted differently depending on the 

social dynamics at play within the narrative. By considering context, readers can uncover deeper 

meanings and appreciate how external factors inform the characters' experiences and the overall 

message of the text. 

8. How can discourse markers enhance the analysis of spoken or written discourse? 
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A: Discourse markers, such as “however,” “therefore,” and “on the other hand,” play an essential 

role in analyzing spoken or written discourse by signaling relationships between ideas and 

guiding the flow of conversation or argument. They help clarify connections between statements, 

indicating contrasts, conclusions, or elaborations. For example, in a written argument, using a 

marker like “however” can indicate a shift in perspective, prompting readers to reassess the 

preceding information. In spoken discourse, markers facilitate turn-taking and indicate the 

speaker’s intentions, such as confirming understanding or signaling agreement. By analyzing 

these markers, researchers can gain insights into the structure of discourse, the coherence of 

arguments, and the interactional dynamics of conversations. 

 

9. What strategies can be employed in the stylistic analysis of dialogue in prose, and how do they 

contribute to characterization? 

A: In the stylistic analysis of dialogue in prose, strategies such as examining speech patterns, 

diction, tone, and syntax can reveal significant insights into characterization. For instance, 

variations in speech patterns, such as interruptions or incomplete sentences, can reflect a 

character's emotional state or social background. Diction, or word choice, can indicate a 

character's education level, personality, and values; formal language may suggest sophistication, 

while slang might denote a casual or youthful demeanor. Tone—whether it is sarcastic, earnest, 

or confrontational—can also provide depth to character interactions and relationships. By 

analyzing these elements, readers can uncover complexities within characters and understand 

how dialogue shapes their development and the narrative’s themes. 

 

10. Discuss how stylistics and discourse analysis can be applied to unseen texts to foster critical 

thinking and interpretive skills. 

A: Stylistics and discourse analysis can be effectively applied to unseen texts to foster critical 

thinking and interpretive skills by encouraging readers to engage deeply with language and its 

implications. Stylistics invites readers to analyze specific linguistic features, such as word 

choice, sound patterns, and figurative language, allowing them to articulate how these elements 

contribute to the text's overall meaning and aesthetic quality. Discourse analysis further enhances 

this by urging readers to consider context, social dynamics, and the interplay between language 

and power. Together, these approaches promote a more nuanced understanding of texts and 

empower readers to think critically about how meaning is constructed. This analytical framework 

not only improves interpretive skills but also equips readers with tools to articulate their insights, 

fostering a more active and engaged reading experience. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1. What does stylistics primarily focus on? 

a) Grammar rules 

b) Analysis of language use in context 

c) Translation of texts 

d) Meaning of words in isolation 

Answer: b) Analysis of language use in context 

 

2. In discourse analysis, what is the importance of context? 

a) Context is irrelevant 

b) Context helps understand the meaning and interaction 

c) Context changes the grammar rules 

d) Context only affects spoken discourse 

Answer: b) Context helps understand the meaning and interaction 

3. Which of the following best describes a metaphor in stylistics? 

a) A comparison using "like" or "as" 

b) A figure of speech that applies one thing to another without literal meaning 

c) A statement of fact 

d) A rhyme scheme in poetry 

Answer: b) A figure of speech that applies one thing to another without literal meaning 

 

4. What is the role of ‘foregrounding’ in stylistics? 

a) To highlight grammatical errors 

b) To make specific linguistic elements stand out 
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c) To focus on background information 

d) To ensure accuracy in syntax 

Answer: b) To make specific linguistic elements stand out 

 

5. Which element is NOT a feature of poetic devices in stylistics? 

a) Alliteration 

b) Meter 

c) Subject-verb agreement 

d) Onomatopoeia 

Answer: c) Subject-verb agreement 

 

6. What does "cohesion" refer to in discourse analysis? 

a) The grammatical correctness of sentences 

b) The use of literary devices in a text 

c) The linking of ideas and linguistic elements within a text 

d) The number of words used in a passage 

Answer: c) The linking of ideas and linguistic elements within a text 

 

7. Which is an example of alliteration? 

a) The repetition of vowel sounds 

b) The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words 

c) The arrangement of words in rhyme 

d) The repetition of sentence structure 

Answer: b) The repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words 
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8. What is a key feature of discourse markers? 

a) They introduce irrelevant topics 

b) They guide readers through the argument or narrative 

c) They focus solely on phonetic elements 

d) They break the flow of conversation 

Answer: b) They guide readers through the argument or narrative 

 

9. Which of these is NOT a primary concern of stylistics? 

a) Word choice (diction) 

b) Thematic interpretation 

c) Spelling errors 

d) Tone and mood 

Answer: c) Spelling errors 

 

10. What is "coherence" in the context of discourse analysis? 

a) The presence of grammatical accuracy 

b) Logical connections that make the text meaningful 

c) The repetitive use of the same word in different sentences 

d) The order of events in a narrative 

Answer: b) Logical connections that make the text meaningful 

 

11. Which of the following is a speech act in discourse analysis? 

a) An inquiry 
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b) A passive voice sentence 

c) An indirect metaphor 

d) A grammatical error 

Answer: a) An inquiry 

 

12. In stylistic analysis of poetry, what is the function of rhyme? 

a) To confuse the reader 

b) To add rhythm and structure to a poem 

c) To determine the length of the poem 

d) To create ambiguity 

Answer: b) To add rhythm and structure to a poem 

 

13. In discourse analysis, what is the significance of "turn-taking" in dialogue? 

a) It prevents communication 

b) It helps structure conversation between participants 

c) It disrupts the flow of conversation 

d) It confuses the listener 

Answer: b) It helps structure conversation between participants 

 

14. Which of the following terms refers to a repeated phrase or sentence structure in literature? 

a) Deviation 

b) Parallelism 

c) Denotation 

d) Hyperbole 
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Answer: b) Parallelism 

 

15. What is the primary aim of "pragmatics" in discourse analysis? 

a) To analyze sentence structure 

b) To study the implied meaning behind words in context 

c) To correct grammar mistakes 

d) To focus on literary genres 

Answer: b) To study the implied meaning behind words in context 

 

16. What stylistic device is most associated with the use of "like" or "as"? 

a) Simile 

b) Metaphor 

c) Personification 

d) Irony 

Answer: a) Simile 

 

17. Which concept in discourse analysis focuses on how words refer to time, space, and 

individuals? 

a) Cohesion 

b) Syntax 

c) Deixis 

d) Tone 

Answer: c) Deixis 
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18. In the interpretation of unseen prose passages, what is a common method to explore character 

relationships? 

a) Analyzing the rhyme scheme 

b) Examining dialogue and speech patterns 

c) Counting the number of words 

d) Focusing solely on grammatical accuracy 

Answer: b) Examining dialogue and speech patterns 

 

19. What does “foregrounding” involve in the stylistic analysis of a text? 

a) Using ordinary language 

b) Making certain linguistic features stand out from the norm 

c) Ignoring the text's context 

d) Focusing only on the plot 

Answer: b) Making certain linguistic features stand out from the norm 

 

20. Which principle relates to cooperative conversation and discourse analysis? 

a) The Politeness Principle 

b) The Gricean Maxims 

c) The Irony Principle 

d) The Rule of Rhetoric 

Answer: b) The Gricean Maxims 
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M. A. (Third Semester) 

 

(NEP) EXAMINNATION, 2024-25 

 

ENGLISH 

 

(Stylistics and Discourse Analysis) 

 

(Elective) 

 

Time: Two Hours] [Maximum Marks: 75] 
 

Note: Attempt questions from all Sections as directed. 

 

Inst. The candidates are required to answer only in serial order. If there are many parts of a 

question, answer them in continuation. 

 

Section-A 

 

(Short Answer Type Questions) 

 

Note: All questions are compulsory. Each question carries 5 marks. 

 

1. (A) How does stylistics differ from traditional literary criticism? 

(B) Explain the term 'foregrounding' in stylistic studies. 

(C) Differentiate between 'Cohesion" and 'Coherence'. 

(D) What is the significance of discourse analysis in stylistics? 

(E) Briefly mention some of the key stylistic elements in drama. 

(F) What are the key features of dialogue analysis in fiction? 

(G) Attempt a short note on 'Deixis'. 
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(H) What is meant by 'presupposition' in pragmatics? 

(I) Attempt short notes on any two of the following: 

(i) Foregrounding 

(ii) Deviation 

(iii) Politeness Principle 

(iv) Poetic Licence 

 

Section-B 

 

(Long Answer Type Questions) 

 

Note: Attempt any one question. Each question carries 15 marks. 

 

2. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of applying stylistic analysis to various literary genres 

such as fiction, drama, and poetry. How does the method differ in its effectiveness across these 

forms? Substantiate your answer with suitable examples. 

 

3. Examine the role of speech acts in constructing meaning in literary texts. How do speech acts 

contribute to character development and plot progression in novels or plays? 

 

4. Explore the stylistic devices employed by Nissim Ezekiel in Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa 

T.S. How does the poet use irony, understatement, and cultural references to both satirize and 

celebrate Indian English? 

 

5. How do poets use semantic foregrounding, such as metaphor and irony, to create layers of 

meaning in their work? Examine this technique in the context of poems that you have read. 
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Section-C 

 

(Long Answer Type Questions) 

 

Note: Attempt any one question. Each question carries 15 marks. 

 

6. Attempt a detailed note on the various stylistic techniques used by playwrights. 

Giving suitable examples explain what effects do these techniques have on the audience's 

interpretation of the drama. 

 

7. Discuss the narrative voice and perspective in The Trail of the Green Blazer. How does 

Narayan's choice of point of view influence the reader's understanding of the protagonist's inner 

thoughts and societal challenges? 

 

8. Examine the significance of the setting in Tughlaq. In what ways do Karnad's style in 

depicting the physical and social environment influence the mood and theme of the play? 

 

 

9. Attempt stylistic analysis of: 

 

He clasps the crag with crooked hands; 

 Close to the sun in lonely lands, 

 Ring'd with the azure world, he stands.  

The wrinkled sea beneath him crawls; 

 He watches from his mountain walls, 

 And like a thunderbolt he falls. 

 

 


