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UNIT I 

1.  Social and Intellectual Background  

       18th Century: The Age of Reason (Enlightenment)  

        The 18th century was marked by the Enlightenment, a movement emphasizing reason, 

science, and intellectual interchange. Philosophers like John Locke and Voltaire challenged 

traditional authority and promoted ideas of individual rights, progress, and skepticism towards 

religion and superstition. Literature during this period often explored themes of rationalism, 

social contracts, and political theory, as seen in the works of Alexander Pope, Jonathan Swift, 

and Samuel Johnson. 

19th Century: Darwinism and Victorianism  

        The 19th century saw the rise of Victorianism, a period characterized by strict social mores, 

industrial progress, and an expanding British Empire. The publication of Charles Darwin's On 

the Origin of Species (1859) introduced the theory of evolution, which challenged established 

religious and social beliefs. The impact of Darwinism led to debates on human nature, morality, 

and society's place in the natural world, influencing writers like Thomas Hardy and George Eliot. 

        Victorian literature often reflected the complexities of this era, grappling with issues like 

class, gender, and the conflict between faith and science. The novel became the dominant literary 

form, with authors like Charles Dickens, the Brontë sisters, and Oscar Wilde exploring social 

inequalities and the human condition. 

20th Century: The Concept of Modernism  

        The early 20th century was marked by modernism, a literary movement characterized by a 

break from traditional forms and an exploration of new narrative techniques. Modernist writers 

like James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and T.S. Eliot experimented with stream of consciousness, 

fragmented narratives, and unreliable narrators to express the disillusionment and alienation of 

the post  World War I era. 

        The modernist period was also influenced by developments in psychology (Freud's theories 

of the unconscious), Marxist theory, and existential philosophy, which questioned established 

norms and sought to represent the complexities of modern life. 
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Art and Literature in the Age of Reason  

      The Age of Reason, or Enlightenment, was a time when art and literature reflected the values 

of rationality, order, and clarity. Neoclassicism dominated the artistic landscape, drawing 

inspiration from the classical art and literature of ancient Greece and Rome. Writers like Samuel 

Johnson emphasized moral and didactic purposes in literature, while poets like Alexander Pope 

satirized contemporary society with wit and precision. 

      The literature of this period often critiqued the excesses of the aristocracy and promoted 

ideals of justice, fairness, and the importance of education. 

 

Darwinism and Victorianism  

      Darwin's evolutionary theory had a profound impact on Victorian literature, challenging 

traditional religious views and prompting writers to explore themes of survival, adaptation, and 

the often harsh realities of life. Victorian novels frequently depicted the social upheavals brought 

about by industrialization, urbanization, and the changing class structure. 

      Authors like Charles Dickens, in works like Hard Times, depicted the struggles of the 

working class, while others like Thomas Hardy, in Tess of the d'Urbervilles, portrayed the tragic 

consequences of rigid social expectations and the unforgiving forces of nature. 

 

The Concept of Modernism  

      Modernism represented a radical shift in the approach to literature and art. Modernist writers 

rejected the certainties of the Victorian era, instead embracing ambiguity, paradox, and the 

fragmented nature of reality. This period saw the rise of the avant  garde in both literature and 

the visual arts, with movements like Cubism, Surrealism, and Futurism challenging traditional 

aesthetics. 

      Modernist literature often focused on the inner workings of the human mind, with a 

particular emphasis on psychological depth and the subjective experience of time and memory. 

Works like James Joyce's Ulysses and T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land are prime examples of this 

complex, layered approach to storytelling. 

Contemporary Society  

      As the 20th century progressed, literature continued to evolve, responding to the rapid social 

changes brought about by technological advancement, global conflicts, and shifting cultural 
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norms. Postmodernism emerged as a response to modernism, characterized by irony, pastiche, 

and a skepticism towards grand narratives. 

      Contemporary literature often explores themes of identity, multiculturalism, and the 

relationship between the individual and society. The legacy of modernism can still be seen in the 

experimental forms and thematic concerns of many contemporary writers. 

Overall, the literature of the 18th to 20th centuries provides a rich reflection of the social and 

intellectual currents of the time, from the rationalism of the Enlightenment to the existential 

questioning of modernism. Each period contributed to the development of literary forms and 

ideas that continue to influence writers and thinkers today. 

 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1.  Q: What is the Enlightenment, and how did it influence 18th  century literature?  

       A:  The Enlightenment was an intellectual movement emphasizing reason, science, and 

individualism, influencing literature to focus on rational thought, social reform, and satire.  

 

2.  Q: Which writer is known for satirizing society in the 18th century?  

       A:  Jonathan Swift, particularly in Gulliver's Travels and A Modest Proposal. 

 

3.  Q: What is Neoclassicism in literature?  

       A:  Neoclassicism is a literary movement that drew inspiration from classical antiquity, 

emphasizing order, logic, and restraint. 

 

4.  Q: How did the Industrial Revolution influence Victorian literature?  

       A:  It introduced themes of social inequality, class struggles, and the impact of urbanization, 

seen in the works of Charles Dickens. 

 

5.  Q: What impact did Darwin's theory of evolution have on Victorian literature?  
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       A:  It challenged traditional religious beliefs and inspired themes of survival, nature, and 

existential uncertainty in literature. 

 

6.  Q: Name a Victorian novelist known for exploring social issues.  

       A:  Charles Dickens, especially in novels like Hard Times. 

 

7.  Q: What is the "stream of consciousness" technique in modernist literature?  

       A:  A narrative method that depicts the flow of thoughts and feelings in a character's mind, 

used by writers like James Joyce. 

 

8.  Q: Which modernist work is known for its fragmented structure?  

       A:  T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land. 

 

9.  Q: How did World War I influence modernist literature?  

       A:  It led to themes of disillusionment, fragmentation, and a questioning of traditional 

values. 

 

10.  Q: What is the significance of Virginia Woolf in modernist literature?  

        A:  Virginia Woolf is known for her use of stream of consciousness and exploration of the 

inner lives of her characters, as seen in Mrs. Dalloway. 

 

11.  Q: What is satire, and how was it used in the Age of Reason?  

        A:  Satire is a literary technique that uses humor, irony, or ridicule to criticize society, 

commonly used by writers like Alexander Pope. 

 

12.  Q: What role did reason and logic play in 18th  century literature?  
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        A:  Reason and logic were central themes, promoting clarity, order, and the pursuit of 

knowledge in literary works. 

 

13.  Q: How did Victorian literature address the conflict between faith and science?  

        A:  It often depicted the struggle between traditional religious beliefs and new scientific 

ideas, as seen in the works of Thomas Hardy. 

 

14.  Q: What is modernism in literature?  

        A:  Modernism is a literary movement characterized by a break with traditional forms, 

experimentation with narrative techniques, and themes of alienation and disillusionment. 

 

15.  Q: How did Sigmund Freud's theories influence modernist literature?  

        A:  Freud's ideas about the unconscious mind and inner conflicts influenced writers to 

explore psychological depth and complex characters. 

 

16.  Q: What is the significance of  Ulysses by James Joyce?   

        A:  Ulysses is a landmark modernist novel known for its stream of consciousness technique 

and exploration of the ordinary life in an epic framework. 

 

17.  Q: How did Victorian writers depict the lives of the working class?  

        A:  They often portrayed the harsh realities and struggles of the working class, highlighting 

social injustices, as seen in the works of Elizabeth Gaskell. 

 

18.  Q: What is the role of irony in modernist literature?  

        A:  Irony is used to highlight the contradictions and absurdities of modern life, often 

questioning traditional beliefs and values. 
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19.  Q: How did postmodernism differ from modernism in literature?  

        A:  Postmodernism further rejected grand narratives, embraced pastiche, and focused on the 

multiplicity of meanings and the instability of truth. 

 

20.  Q: What themes are commonly explored in contemporary literature?  

        A:  Contemporary literature often explores themes of identity, multiculturalism, 

globalization, and the complexities of modern life. 

 

 SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  Q: How did the Enlightenment influence the development of the novel in the 18th century?  

       A:  The Enlightenment's emphasis on reason, individualism, and empiricism played a 

significant role in shaping the novel as a literary form. The period's focus on human experience 

and rationality encouraged authors to explore character development, moral dilemmas, and social 

issues in their narratives. Novels such as Daniel Defoe's Robinson Crusoe and Samuel 

Richardson's Pamela reflect the Enlightenment's values by focusing on individual characters' 

experiences and moral choices, presenting them as rational beings capable of personal growth. 

 

2.  Q: What role did satire play in 18th  century literature, and who were some of its key 

practitioners?  

       A:  Satire was a crucial tool for social critique in 18th  century literature, used to expose the 

follies and vices of society. Writers like Jonathan Swift and Alexander Pope employed satire to 

comment on politics, religion, and human nature. Swift's Gulliver's Travels critiques the 

absurdities of human society and government, while Pope's The Rape of the Lock satirizes the 

trivialities of the aristocracy. Satire allowed these writers to address serious issues with wit and 

irony, making their critiques both entertaining and thought  provoking. 

 

3.  Q: How did the Industrial Revolution impact the themes and concerns of Victorian literature?  

       A:  The Industrial Revolution brought profound social and economic changes, which were 

reflected in Victorian literature. The rise of factories, urbanization, and the resulting class 
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disparities led writers to explore themes of poverty, social injustice, and the dehumanizing 

effects of industrialization. Charles Dickens, for example, in Hard Times and Oliver Twist, 

highlighted the struggles of the poor and criticized the harsh conditions of industrial society. The 

revolution also prompted a reevaluation of traditional values, as rapid progress created new 

challenges and uncertainties. 

 

4.  Q: In what ways did Darwin's theory of evolution influence Victorian thought and literature?  

       A:  Darwin's theory of evolution, presented in On the Origin of Species (1859), challenged 

the traditional religious worldview and introduced new ideas about humanity's place in nature. 

This led to a widespread intellectual and spiritual crisis, reflected in the literature of the time. 

Writers like Thomas Hardy and George Eliot grappled with the implications of Darwinism, 

questioning the role of fate, morality, and religion in a world governed by natural selection. 

Hardy's Tess of the d'Urbervilles, for instance, explores the cruel indifference of nature and 

society, reflecting the deterministic influence of Darwinian thought. 

 

5.  Q: What are the defining characteristics of Victorian realism, and how did it differ from 

earlier literary movements?  

       A:  Victorian realism focused on depicting everyday life with accuracy and detail, aiming to 

present a truthful representation of society. Unlike the idealized or romanticized portrayals in 

earlier literature, Victorian realists sought to address social issues, such as class disparity, gender 

roles, and moral dilemmas, by portraying them in a realistic manner. Authors like George Eliot, 

in Middlemarch, and Anthony Trollope, in The Way We Live Now, created complex characters 

and detailed social settings to explore the intricacies of human behavior and social dynamics, 

emphasizing the moral and ethical questions of their time. 

 

6.  Q: How did the concept of the "fallen woman" emerge in Victorian literature, and what does 

it signify?  

       A:  The concept of the "fallen woman" emerged as a significant theme in Victorian 

literature, symbolizing women who transgressed societal norms, particularly in matters of 

sexuality. This trope reflected the strict moral codes of the time and the harsh judgment faced by 

women who deviated from accepted behavior. Novels like Thomas Hardy's Tess of the 

d'Urbervilles and Elizabeth Gaskell's Ruth explore the consequences of this societal 

condemnation, highlighting the double standards and the often tragic fates of these women. The 

"fallen woman" became a powerful critique of the era's rigid gender roles and moral hypocrisy. 
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7.  Q: What is modernism in literature, and how did it differ from Victorian literary traditions?  

       A:  Modernism in literature was a radical departure from Victorian literary traditions, 

characterized by a break with conventional narrative forms and a focus on fragmented, subjective 

experiences. Modernist writers like James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and T.S. Eliot experimented 

with narrative techniques such as stream of consciousness, unreliable narrators, and non  linear 

timelines. They sought to capture the complexities and uncertainties of the modern world, 

reflecting the disillusionment and alienation that followed World War I. Modernism also 

embraced themes of existentialism, the subconscious, and the critique of established social and 

cultural norms, contrasting sharply with the moral certainties and social realism of the Victorian 

era. 

 

8.  Q: How did World War I influence the themes and styles of modernist literature?  

       A:  World War I had a profound impact on modernist literature, leading to themes of 

disillusionment, fragmentation, and a sense of alienation. The war shattered the optimistic belief 

in progress and rationality that had characterized the pre  war period. Modernist writers like 

Ernest Hemingway, in A Farewell to Arms, and Wilfred Owen, in his war poetry, captured the 

brutal realities of the conflict and the psychological trauma it inflicted on individuals. The war 

also led to a rejection of traditional narrative structures, as writers sought new ways to express 

the chaotic and fractured nature of post  war life. 

 

9.  Q: What role did the concept of the subconscious play in modernist literature?  

       A:  The concept of the subconscious, influenced by Sigmund Freud's psychoanalytic 

theories, played a significant role in modernist literature. Writers became interested in exploring 

the inner workings of the mind, particularly the irrational and unconscious aspects of human 

thought and behavior. This interest led to the development of narrative techniques like stream of 

consciousness, used by authors such as Virginia Woolf in Mrs. Dalloway and James Joyce in 

Ulysses. These techniques allowed writers to depict the complexity of human consciousness, 

presenting characters' thoughts, memories, and emotions in a fragmented and nonlinear way. 

 

10.  Q: How did T.S. Eliot's  The Waste Land embody the principles of modernist literature?   
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        A:  The Waste Land is a quintessential modernist poem that embodies the fragmentation, 

disillusionment, and existential angst characteristic of the movement. Eliot uses a collage of 

literary references, shifting voices, and fragmented imagery to convey the sense of cultural decay 

and spiritual desolation in the aftermath of World War I. The poem's lack of a clear narrative 

structure and its use of allusions to various literary and religious texts reflect the modernist break 

with tradition and the search for meaning in a seemingly chaotic world. 

 

11.  Q: How did the rise of psychoanalysis influence the portrayal of characters in modernist 

literature?  

        A:  The rise of psychoanalysis, particularly the work of Sigmund Freud, influenced 

modernist writers to explore the deeper psychological aspects of their characters. This led to a 

focus on the internal, subjective experiences of characters, rather than external actions or plot  

driven narratives. For example, Virginia Woolf's To the Lighthouse delves into the inner lives of 

its characters, exploring their thoughts, memories, and emotions in a way that reflects the 

complexities of the human psyche. The emphasis on unconscious motivations and internal 

conflicts marked a significant shift in how characters were portrayed, moving away from the 

more straightforward, rational depictions of earlier literature. 

 

12.  Q: What impact did Victorian moral values have on the literature of the period?  

        A:  Victorian moral values, characterized by a strong emphasis on propriety, duty, and 

social respectability, had a significant impact on the literature of the period. These values often 

led to the portrayal of characters and themes that reflected the tension between personal desires 

and societal expectations. Novels like Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyre and George Eliot's 

Middlemarch grappled with issues of morality, gender roles, and the consequences of 

transgressing societal norms. The strict moral codes of the time also influenced the depiction of 

"fallen" women, marriage, and social status, often serving as a critique of the rigid and 

sometimes hypocritical moral standards of Victorian society. 

 

13.  Q: How did the concept of modernism evolve throughout the early 20th century?  

        A:  Modernism evolved throughout the early 20th century as writers and artists sought to 

respond to the rapidly changing world around them. Initially, modernism was a reaction against 

the perceived excesses and complacency of the Victorian era, characterized by a desire to break 

with traditional forms and explore new modes of expression. As the century progressed, 

modernism became increasingly experimental, with writers like James Joyce, T.S. Eliot, and 
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Virginia Woolf pushing the boundaries of narrative structure, language, and themes. The 

devastation of World War I further fueled the modernist sense of disillusionment and 

fragmentation, leading to works that questioned the nature of reality, identity, and meaning. By 

the 1930s, modernism had become a dominant force in literature, influencing a wide range of 

artistic and intellectual movements. 

 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1.  Q: How did the Enlightenment shape the development of English literature in the 18th 

century, particularly in terms of themes, genres, and literary techniques?  

       A:  The Enlightenment, also known as the Age of Reason, profoundly shaped English 

literature in the 18th century by emphasizing reason, logic, and the pursuit of knowledge. This 

intellectual movement encouraged writers to focus on themes related to human nature, society, 

and the improvement of the individual and the community. The literature of the Enlightenment 

often featured satire, didacticism, and a strong moral component. Satire became a popular genre, 

with writers like Jonathan Swift and Alexander Pope using it to critique societal norms, politics, 

and human follies. Swift's Gulliver's Travels and Pope's The Rape of the Lock are exemplary 

works that combine humor with serious commentary on the absurdities of their time. 

 The novel also emerged as a dominant genre during this period, partly due to the 

Enlightenment's focus on individual experience and personal development. Samuel Richardson's 

Pamela and Henry Fielding's Tom Jones are notable examples of early novels that explored the 

complexities of human character and social interactions. These works reflected Enlightenment 

ideals by portraying characters who grow morally and intellectually through their experiences. 

Additionally, the period saw the rise of the periodical essay, with writers like Joseph Addison 

and Richard Steele using publications like The Spectator to discuss moral and philosophical 

issues, thereby shaping public opinion and encouraging rational discourse. 

 

2.  Q: How did the Industrial Revolution and the social changes it brought about influence 

Victorian literature, particularly in terms of themes, character development, and narrative style?  

       A:  The Industrial Revolution had a profound impact on Victorian literature, as it brought 

about significant social, economic, and cultural changes that were reflected in the themes, 

character development, and narrative styles of the period. The rapid urbanization and 

industrialization led to a stark contrast between the wealthy and the poor, and these disparities 

became central themes in Victorian novels. Writers like Charles Dickens, Elizabeth Gaskell, and 
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Thomas Hardy portrayed the struggles of the working class, the harsh realities of life in industrial 

cities, and the moral and ethical dilemmas faced by individuals in a rapidly changing society. 

Charles Dickens is perhaps the most prominent writer to explore these themes. In novels like 

Hard Times and Oliver Twist, Dickens vividly depicted the grim conditions of the urban poor, 

the exploitation of child labor, and the dehumanizing effects of industrial capitalism. His 

characters often embodied the social tensions of the time, with their lives shaped by the forces of 

industrialization, class conflict, and the struggle for survival. Dickens' use of vivid, detailed 

descriptions and his focus on social realism helped to raise public awareness of the need for 

social reform. 

Elizabeth Gaskell's North and South also tackled the impact of industrialization, focusing on the 

conflicts between the mill owners and workers in the northern industrial towns. Her portrayal of 

the working  class struggle and the complexities of employer  employee relationships highlighted 

the social and moral issues brought about by the Industrial Revolution. 

Victorian literature also saw the development of the social problem novel, which aimed to bring 

attention to specific societal issues, such as poverty, gender inequality, and education. These 

novels often featured detailed character studies and moral dilemmas, reflecting the period's 

concern with the individual's role in society and the ethical implications of social change. 

 

3.  Q: Discuss the influence of Charles Darwin's  On the Origin of Species on Victorian literature 

and how it challenged traditional religious and moral beliefs.   

       A:  Charles Darwin's On the Origin of Species (1859) introduced the theory of evolution by 

natural selection, a groundbreaking idea that fundamentally challenged traditional religious and 

moral beliefs. The implications of Darwin's theory extended far beyond the scientific 

community, affecting literature, philosophy, and society at large. In Victorian literature, Darwin's 

ideas led to a reexamination of humanity's place in the world, the nature of existence, and the 

concept of progress. 

Darwin's theory suggested that life evolved through a process of natural selection, where only the 

fittest survive, without any divine guidance. This notion conflicted with the widely held 

Christian belief in a benevolent Creator who had designed all life forms with a specific purpose. 

The idea that humans were not the result of divine creation but rather the product of random, 

natural processes led to a crisis of faith for many Victorians. This crisis is reflected in the 

literature of the time, as writers grappled with the implications of a world governed by chance 

rather than divine order. 
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Thomas Hardy, for example, was deeply influenced by Darwin's ideas, and his novels often 

reflect a bleak, deterministic view of the world. In Tess of the d'Urbervilles, Hardy portrays a 

universe indifferent to human suffering, where characters are often at the mercy of forces beyond 

their control. The novel's tragic ending, where Tess is executed after a life of hardship and 

injustice, can be seen as a reflection of Hardy's skepticism about the existence of a moral or 

divine order in the world. 

George Eliot's Middlemarch also engages with Darwinian ideas, particularly in its exploration of 

the complexities of human behavior and the social environment. Eliot's characters are depicted as 

products of both their hereditary traits and the social conditions in which they live, echoing the 

Darwinian concept of adaptation. The novel's intricate narrative structure and its focus on the 

interconnectedness of individual lives can be seen as a literary representation of the evolutionary 

idea that all living things are part of a complex web of relationships. 

Overall, Darwin's theory of evolution had a profound impact on Victorian literature, leading to a 

questioning of traditional religious and moral beliefs and inspiring new ways of thinking about 

human nature and society. Writers used their works to explore the implications of a world 

without divine purpose, where progress is not guaranteed, and human beings are subject to the 

same natural laws as all other living creatures. 

 

4.  Q: How did the Victorian novel reflect the complexities of gender roles and expectations, and 

how did authors like Charlotte Brontë and George Eliot address these issues in their works?  

       A:  The Victorian novel often reflected and critiqued the complexities of gender roles and 

expectations, highlighting the ways in which societal norms restricted the lives and choices of 

women. During the Victorian era, women were generally expected to conform to ideals of 

domesticity, modesty, and self  sacrifice, with their primary roles being those of wives and 

mothers. However, many novelists of the time, particularly female authors, used their works to 

challenge these restrictive norms and to explore the struggles of women who sought autonomy 

and self  fulfillment in a patriarchal society. 

Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyre is a quintessential example of a Victorian novel that addresses 

issues of gender and power. The novel's protagonist, Jane Eyre, is portrayed as a strong, 

independent woman who defies the expectations placed on her by society. From a young age, 

Jane insists on her right to self  respect and autonomy, even in the face of adversity. Her refusal 

to become the mistress of Mr. Rochester, despite her love for him, is a powerful assertion of her 

moral and personal integrity. Brontë uses Jane's character to critique the limitations placed on 

women and to advocate for the idea that women, like men, deserve to be treated as rational, 

autonomous individuals. 
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George Eliot (the pen name of Mary Ann Evans) also addressed gender roles and expectations in 

her works, particularly in Middlemarch. Eliot's portrayal of Dorothea Brooke, one of the novel's 

central characters, reflects the difficulties faced by women who aspire to more than just marriage 

and domesticity. Dorothea's desire to lead a meaningful, intellectually fulfilling life is thwarted 

by the societal constraints of her time, as well as by her own naivety and the limitations of the 

men around her. Through Dorothea's struggles, Eliot explores the frustrations and 

disappointments that accompany the pursuit of idealism in a society that offers few opportunities 

for women to achieve their aspirations. 

Both Brontë and Eliot use their novels to critique the rigid gender roles of their time and to 

explore the inner lives of women who resist societal expectations. Their works emphasize the 

importance of self  determination and the right of women to pursue their own happiness and 

fulfillment, even in the face of societal opposition. By presenting complex, multidimensional 

female characters, these authors challenged the simplistic, one  dimensional portrayals of women 

that were common in earlier literature and contributed to the broader feminist discourse of the 

19th century. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS   

1.  Which literary form emerged as a dominant genre during the 18th century, influenced by the 

Enlightenment's focus on individualism and personal experience?  

      a) Epic Poetry 

      b) Drama 

      c) Novel 

      d) Lyric Poetry 

       Answer:  c) Novel 

 

2.  Jonathan Swift's  Gulliver's Travels is best described as a work of:   

      a) Romance 

      b) Satire 

      c) Tragedy 

      d) Allegory 
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       Answer:  b) Satire 

 

3.  Which of the following novels is a critique of the social conditions and the dehumanizing 

effects of industrialization?  

      a) Pamela by Samuel Richardson 

      b) North and South by Elizabeth Gaskell 

      c) Tom Jones by Henry Fielding 

      d) Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe 

       Answer:  b) North and South by Elizabeth Gaskell 

 

4.  The theory of evolution by natural selection, introduced by Charles Darwin, had a significant 

impact on which literary period?  

      a) Renaissance 

      b) Romanticism 

      c) Victorian 

      d) Postmodernism 

       Answer:  c) Victorian 

 

5.  Which of the following works is a direct response to the challenges posed by Darwinism to 

traditional religious beliefs?  

      a) In Memoriam by Alfred Lord Tennyson 

      b) The Prelude by William Wordsworth 

      c) Paradise Lost by John Milton 

      d) Ode to a Nightingale by John Keats 

       Answer:  a) In Memoriam by Alfred Lord Tennyson 
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6.  Which Victorian author is known for critiquing the social injustices of industrial society in 

works like  Hard Times and Oliver Twist?   

      a) Thomas Hardy 

      b) George Eliot 

      c) Charles Dickens 

      d) Anthony Trollope 

       Answer:  c) Charles Dickens 

 

7.  What literary movement is characterized by a break with traditional forms, a focus on 

fragmented narratives, and a deep exploration of the inner workings of the mind?  

      a) Romanticism 

      b) Realism 

      c) Modernism 

      d) Gothic 

       Answer:  c) Modernism 

 

8.  Who is the author of  Middlemarch, a novel that explores the complexities of social change 

and gender roles in a small English town?   

      a) Charlotte Brontë 

      b) Jane Austen 

      c) George Eliot 

      d) Elizabeth Gaskell 

       Answer:  c) George Eliot 

 

9.  Which modernist author is known for using the stream of consciousness technique in works 

like  To the Lighthouse?   
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      a) James Joyce 

      b) Virginia Woolf 

      c) T.S. Eliot 

      d) D.H. Lawrence 

       Answer:  b) Virginia Woolf 

 

10.  T.S. Eliot's  The Waste Land is considered a seminal work in which literary movement?   

       a) Victorian 

       b) Romantic 

       c) Modernist 

       d) Gothic 

        Answer:  c) Modernist 

 

11.  Which novel by Thomas Hardy reflects the deterministic influence of Darwinian thought, 

portraying characters as victims of an indifferent universe?  

       a) Far from the Madding Crowd 

       b) Jude the Obscure 

       c) Tess of the d'Urbervilles 

       d) The Mayor of Casterbridge 

        Answer:  c) Tess of the d'Urbervilles 

 

12.  What was the primary focus of the literature produced during the Age of Reason (the 

Enlightenment)?  

       a) Emotional expression and nature 

       b) Reason, logic, and social progress 
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       c) Supernatural elements and horror 

       d) Idealization of medieval times 

        Answer:  b) Reason, logic, and social progress 

 

13.  The rise of the novel in the 18th century was closely linked to the growth of which social 

class?  

       a) Aristocracy 

       b) Peasantry 

       c) Middle class 

       d) Clergy 

        Answer:  c) Middle class 

 

14.  Which literary work by James Joyce is often considered the epitome of modernist 

experimentation with language and structure?  

       a) Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man 

       b) Dubliners 

       c) Ulysses 

       d) Finnegans Wake 

        Answer:  c) Ulysses 

 

15.  Victorian realism sought to depict life as it was, with a focus on:  

       a) Romantic idealism 

       b) Social and moral issues 

       c) Mythology and folklore 

       d) Abstract concepts 
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        Answer:  b) Social and moral issues 

 

16.  Which concept, central to Victorian literature, describes the strict moral and social codes that 

dictated proper behavior, particularly for women?  

       a) Hedonism 

       b) Social Darwinism 

       c) The Cult of Domesticity 

       d) Renaissance Humanism 

        Answer:  c) The Cult of Domesticity 

 

17.  What is the primary theme explored in Virginia Woolf's  Mrs. Dalloway?   

       a) The brutality of war 

       b) The search for spiritual meaning 

       c) The complexity of individual consciousness 

       d) The conflict between love and duty 

        Answer:  c) The complexity of individual consciousness 

 

18.  Which 18th  century literary figure is best known for his essays that aimed to promote moral 

virtue and social improvement?  

       a) Jonathan Swift 

       b) Joseph Addison 

       c) Alexander Pope 

       d) Samuel Johnson 

        Answer:  b) Joseph Addison 
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19.  Which of the following works is a notable example of the Victorian "social problem novel"?  

       a) Wuthering Heights by Emily Brontë 

       b) Middlemarch by George Eliot 

       c) Hard Times by Charles Dickens 

       d) Dracula by Bram Stoker 

        Answer:  c) Hard Times by Charles Dickens 

 

20.  The exploration of the subconscious and the irrational is a key characteristic of which 

literary movement?  

       a) Gothic 

       b) Realism 

       c) Modernism 

       d) Naturalism 

        Answer:  c) Modernism 
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UNIT II: 

 

John Stuart Mill     The Subjection of Women (1869):   

    The Subjection of Women is a fundamental work in feminist philosophy, where John Stuart 

Mill argues for the equality of the sexes. Mill critiques the legal and social subordination of 

women and advocates for their equal rights in education, employment, and politics. He 

challenges the traditional roles of women, arguing that they are a result of social conditioning 

rather than natural differences. 

 

Matthew Arnold    "Sweetness and Light" from  Culture and Anarchy (1869):   

   In "Sweetness and Light," an essay from his larger work Culture and Anarchy, Matthew 

Arnold articulates his concept of culture as a force for moral and social improvement. He defines 

culture as "the best that has been thought and said in the world," emphasizing the pursuit of 

intellectual, moral, and aesthetic excellence (sweetness) and the harmonious development of all 

human faculties (light). Arnold contrasts culture with the materialism and philistinism of his 

contemporary society, advocating for a balanced and enlightened approach to life. 

 

John Ruskin    "The Roots of Truth" from  Unto This Last (1860):   

    Unto This Last is a collection of essays by John Ruskin that critiques the economic and social 

practices of his time. In "The Roots of Truth," Ruskin explores the moral and ethical dimensions 

of labor and wealth, arguing that true wealth lies in the well  being of the community, not in 

material accumulation. He criticizes the dehumanizing effects of industrial capitalism and 

advocates for a more equitable and humane approach to economics, rooted in honesty, integrity, 

and social justice. 

 

Jean  Paul Sartre     Existentialism is a Humanism (1946):   

    Existentialism is a Humanism is a lecture by Jean  Paul Sartre that provides a concise 

introduction to existentialist philosophy. Sartre argues that existentialism emphasizes individual 

freedom, responsibility, and the subjective nature of human experience. He famously declares 

that "existence precedes essence," meaning that humans are not born with a predetermined 

purpose or nature; instead, they must create their own values and meaning through their actions. 
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Sartre also addresses the criticisms of existentialism, defending it as a philosophy that affirms 

human dignity and autonomy. 

Albert Camus     The Myth of Sisyphus (1942):   

    The Myth of Sisyphus is a philosophical essay by Albert Camus that explores the concept of 

the absurd, the conflict between human beings' desire to find inherent meaning in life and the 

indifferent, meaningless universe. Camus uses the Greek myth of Sisyphus, who is condemned to 

eternally push a boulder up a hill only to have it roll back down each time, as a metaphor for the 

human condition. Camus argues that the realization of life's absurdity does not lead to despair 

but to a form of freedom, where one must imagine Sisyphus as happy, finding meaning in the 

struggle itself. 

 

.VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

 

1.  Q:  What is the primary argument of Mill's The Subjection of Women? 

       A:  Mill argues for the legal and social equality of women, challenging the traditional 

subordination of women to men. 

 

2.  Q:  How does Mill believe society justifies the subordination of women? 

       A:  Mill believes society justifies it by falsely claiming that it is natural for women to be 

subordinate, rather than acknowledging it as a result of social conditioning. 

 

3.  Q:  What comparison does Mill make between the condition of women and slavery? 

       A:  Mill compares the condition of women to slavery, arguing that both are forms of unjust 

domination that deny individuals their freedom and rights. 

 

4.  Q:  How does Mill view the relationship between marriage and women’s rights? 

       A:  Mill critiques marriage as an institution that legally subjugates women, depriving them 

of independence and equal rights. 
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5.  Q:  What does Mill propose as a solution to the inequality faced by women? 

       A:  Mill advocates for the education and empowerment of women, along with legal reforms 

to grant them equal rights in marriage, education, and employment. 

 

 

6.  Q:  What does Matthew Arnold mean by "sweetness and light"? 

       A:  "Sweetness" refers to the pursuit of beauty and aesthetics, while "light" refers to the 

pursuit of knowledge and truth. 

 

7.  Q:  How does Arnold define culture in Culture and Anarchy? 

       A:  Arnold defines culture as the pursuit of perfection through the knowledge of "the best 

that has been thought and said in the world." 

 

8.  Q:  What does Arnold criticize about the industrial society of his time? 

       A:  Arnold criticizes the materialism and "philistinism" of industrial society, where people 

prioritize wealth and utility over cultural and intellectual development. 

 

9.  Q:  What is Arnold’s view on the role of the State in promoting culture? 

       A:  Arnold believes that the State should play a role in promoting culture by fostering 

education and intellectual development among all classes. 

 

10.  Q:  How does Arnold connect culture to morality? 

        A:  Arnold argues that culture cultivates moral and intellectual virtues, leading to a more 

harmonious and enlightened society. 

 

11.  Q:  What is the main focus of Ruskin's Unto This Last? 
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        A:  The main focus is on critiquing the moral and economic principles of capitalism, 

advocating for a more just and humane society. 

 

12.  Q:  How does Ruskin define "true wealth" in Unto This Last? 

        A:  Ruskin defines true wealth as the well  being and moral development of a community, 

rather than mere material wealth. 

 

13.  Q:  What does Ruskin identify as "the roots of truth" in economic and social life? 

        A:  Ruskin identifies honesty, integrity, and social justice as the foundations of a truthful 

and ethical society. 

 

14.  Q:  What does Ruskin criticize about the capitalist system? 

        A:  Ruskin criticizes capitalism for dehumanizing workers, prioritizing profit over people, 

and creating social inequalities. 

 

15.  Q:  What alternative does Ruskin propose to the competitive nature of capitalism? 

        A:  Ruskin advocates for cooperative and socially responsible economic practices that 

prioritize the common good over individual profit. 

 

16.  Q:  What does Sartre mean by "existence precedes essence"? 

        A:  Sartre means that humans are not born with a predetermined purpose or nature; they 

must create their own essence through their actions. 

 

17.  Q:  How does Sartre define existentialism in his lecture Existentialism is a Humanism? 

        A:  Sartre defines existentialism as a philosophy that emphasizes individual freedom, 

responsibility, and the subjective nature of human existence. 
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18.  Q:  What criticism does Sartre address in Existentialism is a Humanism? 

        A:  Sartre addresses the criticism that existentialism is a pessimistic philosophy, arguing 

instead that it affirms human dignity and autonomy. 

 

19.  Q:  What does Sartre believe about the responsibility of individuals? 

        A:  Sartre believes that individuals are fully responsible for their actions and the creation of 

their own values, as there is no predetermined moral order. 

 

20.  Q:  How does Sartre view the concept of "bad faith"? 

        A:  Sartre views "bad faith" as the denial of one's own freedom and responsibility, where 

individuals deceive themselves into believing they are not free to choose. 

 

21.  Q:  What is the central theme of Camus' The Myth of Sisyphus? 

        A:  The central theme is the concept of the absurd, the conflict between humans' search for 

meaning and the meaningless universe. 

 

22.  Q:  How does Camus interpret the myth of Sisyphus? 

        A:  Camus interprets the myth as a metaphor for the human condition, where Sisyphus’ 

eternal struggle represents the repetitive and futile nature of human life. 

 

23.  Q:  What is Camus' view on how one should confront the absurd? 

        A:  Camus argues that one should confront the absurd by embracing it, finding meaning in 

the struggle itself, and living with defiance and passion. 

 

24.  Q:  What does Camus mean by saying, "One must imagine Sisyphus happy"? 

        A:  Camus suggests that Sisyphus, by accepting the absurdity of his fate and continuing his 

struggle, achieves a form of contentment or happiness. 
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25.  Q:  How does Camus' philosophy differ from traditional existentialism? 

        A:  While both focus on the individual's confrontation with a meaningless universe, Camus 

emphasizes the importance of living fully in the face of absurdity, without resorting to despair or 

false hope.  

 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  Q:  How does Mill justify his argument for the equality of women in The Subjection of 

Women?   

       A:  Mill justifies his argument for women's equality by challenging the idea that the 

subordination of women is natural. He argues that such subordination is instead a product of 

social conditioning and tradition, not based on any inherent difference in capability between men 

and women. Mill contends that society has never truly tested women's abilities because they have 

been systematically denied opportunities to develop and demonstrate their potential. He believes 

that giving women equal rights and opportunities would benefit society as a whole by allowing it 

to utilize the talents and intelligence of all its members. 

 

2.  Q:  What is Mill’s critique of the traditional marriage institution in The Subjection of 

Women?   

       A:  Mill critiques traditional marriage as a form of "legal slavery" for women, where wives 

are legally subordinated to their husbands. He argues that the legal framework of marriage, 

which gives husbands control over their wives' property, bodies, and even legal identities, is 

unjust and oppressive. Mill advocates for a reformation of marriage laws to establish a 

partnership of equals, where women have the same rights as men and where mutual respect and 

affection, rather than coercion, are the foundation of the marital relationship. 

 

3.  Q:  How does Mill address the argument that women are naturally suited for domestic roles?   

       A:  Mill rejects the argument that women are naturally suited only for domestic roles, such 

as child  rearing and homemaking. He contends that this belief is a result of social conditioning 

rather than any inherent natural difference. Mill argues that societal expectations and limited 
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opportunities have prevented women from exploring and developing their full potential in other 

areas. He suggests that if women were given the same educational and professional opportunities 

as men, they would be just as capable in public life and other non  domestic roles. 

 

4.  Q:  What does Arnold mean by "sweetness" and "light," and why does he believe they are 

important to culture?   

       A:  In "Sweetness and Light," Arnold uses "sweetness" to represent the pursuit of beauty, 

aesthetics, and moral refinement, while "light" symbolizes the pursuit of knowledge, intellectual 

clarity, and truth. Arnold believes that these qualities are essential to culture because they 

represent the highest achievements of human thought and creativity. He argues that culture, 

understood as the combination of sweetness and light, is crucial for the development of a 

balanced and enlightened society. According to Arnold, culture promotes human perfection by 

fostering a love of beauty and truth, which in turn leads to a more harmonious and morally 

upright society. 

 

5.  Q:  How does Arnold contrast "culture" with "anarchy" in Culture and Anarchy?   

       A:  Arnold contrasts culture with what he calls "anarchy," which he associates with the 

breakdown of social order and the dominance of materialism, self  interest, and narrow  

mindedness. He criticizes contemporary society for its emphasis on economic success and 

individualism at the expense of intellectual and moral development. According to Arnold, culture 

acts as a counterbalance to anarchy by promoting the pursuit of higher ideals, such as intellectual 

growth, moral integrity, and social harmony. He believes that without culture, society risks 

falling into chaos, where individuals pursue their own interests without regard for the common 

good. 

 

6.  Q:  What role does Arnold believe the State should play in promoting culture?   

       A:  Arnold argues that the State should play an active role in promoting culture by 

supporting education, the arts, and public institutions that foster intellectual and moral 

development. He believes that the State has a responsibility to ensure that all citizens have access 

to the best that has been thought and said, so that they can develop their full potential as 

individuals and as members of society. Arnold advocates for state  supported cultural 

institutions, such as museums, libraries, and schools, as a means of cultivating sweetness and 

light across all levels of society, thereby countering the forces of anarchy. 
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7.  Q:  How does Ruskin criticize the economic practices of his time in Unto This Last?   

       A:  In Unto This Last, Ruskin criticizes the economic practices of his time, particularly the 

principles of laissez  faire capitalism and the pursuit of profit at the expense of human well  

being. He argues that the prevailing economic system is dehumanizing and morally corrupt 

because it prioritizes wealth accumulation over the welfare of individuals and communities. 

Ruskin condemns the reduction of human beings to mere "hands" in the service of production 

and profit, and he challenges the notion that economic success should be measured solely in 

terms of material wealth. Instead, Ruskin advocates for an economy that values the moral and 

spiritual development of individuals and that is guided by principles of justice, fairness, and 

social responsibility. 

 

8.  Q:  What does Ruskin mean by "true wealth," and how does this concept differ from 

conventional notions of wealth?   

       A:  Ruskin defines "true wealth" as the well  being and moral development of a community, 

rather than the accumulation of material goods and money. This concept of wealth differs from 

conventional notions, which equate wealth with the possession of money, property, and other 

material assets. Ruskin argues that true wealth is found in the health, happiness, and virtue of a 

society's members, and that an economy should be judged by its ability to enhance the quality of 

life for all, rather than by its capacity to generate profits for a few. He emphasizes that wealth 

should serve the common good and contribute to the moral and spiritual upliftment of humanity. 

 

9.  Q:  How does Ruskin’s view of labor and work differ from that of mainstream economists?   

       A:  Ruskin's view of labor and work contrasts sharply with that of mainstream economists, 

who often view labor as a commodity to be bought and sold in the marketplace. Ruskin believes 

that work should be meaningful and fulfilling, serving not only economic needs but also the 

moral and spiritual development of the worker. He argues that labor should not be treated as a 

mere transaction, but as a noble activity that contributes to the common good and the individual's 

personal growth. Ruskin also emphasizes the importance of craftsmanship and the dignity of 

manual labor, arguing that workers should take pride in their work and be fairly compensated for 

their contributions. 
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10.  Q:  What does Sartre mean by the phrase "existence precedes essence," and how does this 

idea form the foundation of his existentialist philosophy?   

       A:  The phrase "existence precedes essence" means that humans are not born with a 

predetermined nature or purpose (essence); instead, they must create their own essence through 

their actions and choices. Sartre uses this idea as the foundation of his existentialist philosophy, 

which emphasizes individual freedom, responsibility, and the subjective nature of human 

experience. According to Sartre, because there is no pre  existing essence or divine plan that 

dictates how a person should live, individuals are free to define themselves and their values. This 

freedom, however, comes with the burden of responsibility, as each person must take full 

accountability for their actions and the consequences they produce. 

 

11.  Q:  How does Sartre address the criticism that existentialism is a pessimistic or nihilistic 

philosophy?   

       A:  Sartre addresses the criticism that existentialism is pessimistic or nihilistic by arguing 

that, on the contrary, it is a philosophy of empowerment and human dignity. While existentialism 

acknowledges the absence of inherent meaning or purpose in the universe, it also affirms that 

individuals have the freedom to create their own meaning and values. Sartre contends that 

existentialism celebrates human autonomy and the capacity to shape one's own destiny, rather 

than submitting to external authorities or predetermined roles. He argues that this freedom, 

though it can be daunting, allows for genuine authenticity and the possibility of living a fully 

realized and meaningful life. 

 

12.  Q:  What is "bad faith," according to Sartre, and why does he consider it a fundamental 

problem in human existence?   

       A:  "Bad faith" is a concept in Sartre's existentialist philosophy that refers to self  deception 

or the denial of one's own freedom and responsibility. It occurs when individuals convince 

themselves that they are not free to choose their actions, thereby avoiding the anxiety that comes 

with freedom. Sartre considers bad faith a fundamental problem because it leads people to live 

inauthentic lives, where they conform to societal expectations or predefined roles rather than 

making authentic choices based on their own values. By denying their freedom, individuals in 

bad faith abdicate their responsibility for shaping their own lives, leading to a loss of genuine 

selfhood. 

 

13.  Q:  How does Camus use the myth of Sisyphus to illustrate his concept of the absurd?   
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       A:  Camus uses the myth of Sisyphus, who is condemned to eternally push a boulder up a 

hill only to watch it roll back down each time, as a metaphor for the human condition and the 

concept of the absurd. The absurd arises from the conflict between the human desire for 

meaning, order, and clarity, and the indifferent, chaotic, and ultimately meaningless universe. 

Sisyphus' endless, futile labor represents the human struggle to find meaning in a world that 

offers none.  

 

 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

1.  Q:  How does John Stuart Mill address the relationship between gender inequality and the 

development of society in The Subjection of Women?   

       A:  In The Subjection of Women, John Stuart Mill argues that gender inequality is not only 

unjust but also detrimental to the development of society. He contends that the subordination of 

women has historically been based on physical force and perpetuated through social 

conditioning, rather than any natural difference between the sexes. Mill posits that this inequality 

stifles human potential by preventing half of the population from fully contributing to society. 

He asserts that the progress of society depends on the full development of all its members, 

including women. Mill believes that granting women equal rights and opportunities would lead 

to a more just, prosperous, and harmonious society. He advocates for educational and legal 

reforms that would allow women to participate equally in all aspects of public and private life, 

arguing that this would not only benefit women but also enrich society as a whole by doubling its 

pool of talent and creativity. 

 

2.  Q:  What arguments does Mill present against the notion that women are naturally inferior to 

men, and how does he propose society should determine the true capabilities of women?   

       A:  Mill challenges the notion of women's natural inferiority by arguing that this belief is 

based on a flawed understanding of human nature. He contends that the perceived inferiority of 

women is the result of social conditioning and the denial of opportunities, rather than any 

inherent biological differences. Mill points out that women have been systematically excluded 

from education, professional opportunities, and public life, which has prevented them from 

demonstrating their true capabilities. He criticizes the circular reasoning that justifies women's 

subordination by pointing to their lack of achievements, without acknowledging that these are 

the results of their restricted circumstances. Mill proposes that the only way to determine the true 

capabilities of women is to provide them with the same opportunities as men, in education, 
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employment, and participation in public life. He argues that society should remove legal and 

social barriers and allow women to freely pursue their interests and talents. Only then, Mill 

suggests, will society be able to accurately assess what women are capable of achieving. 

 

 

3.  Q:  How does Matthew Arnold’s concept of "sweetness and light" serve as a critique of 19th  

century industrial society, and what alternative does he propose in Culture and Anarchy?   

       A:  Matthew Arnold’s concept of "sweetness and light" is a critique of the materialism and 

utilitarianism that dominated 19th  century industrial society. "Sweetness" represents the pursuit 

of beauty, aesthetics, and moral refinement, while "light" symbolizes intellectual clarity, 

knowledge, and truth. Arnold argues that the industrial society of his time was overly focused on 

economic success, technological progress, and practical utility, often at the expense of cultural 

and intellectual development. He criticizes this focus on material wealth and efficiency, which he 

believes leads to a form of "anarchy" where social harmony and moral values are undermined. In 

contrast, Arnold advocates for a society that prioritizes culture, understood as the pursuit of the 

best that has been thought and said in the world. He proposes that education, the arts, and 

intellectual development should be at the center of social life, as these are the means by which 

individuals and societies can achieve moral and intellectual excellence. Arnold's vision is of a 

society where the cultivation of sweetness and light leads to a more balanced, harmonious, and 

enlightened community, in contrast to the disordered and morally impoverished state he 

associates with unchecked industrialism and utilitarianism. 

 

4.  Q:  In Culture and Anarchy, how does Arnold address the tension between individual liberty 

and social order, and what role does culture play in resolving this tension?   

       A:  Arnold addresses the tension between individual liberty and social order by critiquing 

both the excesses of individualism and the dangers of authoritarian control. He argues that while 

individual liberty is important, it must be balanced with a commitment to the common good and 

social harmony. Arnold is concerned that the unchecked pursuit of personal freedom, particularly 

in the form of economic self  interest, leads to social fragmentation and moral decline—what he 

refers to as "anarchy." He believes that culture, with its emphasis on intellectual and moral 

development, offers a solution to this tension. For Arnold, culture is the pursuit of perfection, 

both for individuals and for society as a whole. It encourages individuals to go beyond their own 

immediate desires and to consider the broader implications of their actions for society. Culture 

fosters a sense of shared values and a common purpose, which can help to unify society and 

create a more orderly and just social order. Arnold suggests that by cultivating culture, society 
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can reconcile the need for individual freedom with the need for social cohesion, creating a 

balanced and harmonious community where both liberty and order are respected. 

 

5.  Q:  How does John Ruskin’s critique of capitalism in Unto This Last reflect his broader moral 

and ethical concerns, particularly in "The Roots of Truth"?   

       A:  John Ruskin's critique of capitalism in Unto This Last is deeply rooted in his broader 

moral and ethical concerns, which are particularly evident in the essay "The Roots of Truth." 

Ruskin is critical of the capitalist system because he believes it promotes values that are 

fundamentally at odds with human dignity and moral integrity. He argues that capitalism 

encourages selfishness, competition, and the pursuit of profit at the expense of social 

responsibility and the common good. Ruskin is particularly concerned with the dehumanizing 

effects of industrial labor, where workers are treated as mere instruments of production rather 

than as individuals with intrinsic worth. In "The Roots of Truth," Ruskin emphasizes the 

importance of honesty, integrity, and justice in all aspects of life, including economics. He 

believes that economic practices should be guided by ethical principles that prioritize the well  

being of individuals and communities over the accumulation of wealth. Ruskin advocates for an 

economy based on cooperation, fairness, and the equitable distribution of resources, where the 

true wealth of a society is measured by the health, happiness, and moral development of its 

people. His critique of capitalism is thus not just an economic argument but a call for a 

fundamental rethinking of the values that underpin society. 

 

6.  Q:  What alternative economic and social model does Ruskin propose in Unto This Last, and 

how does he envision it addressing the problems of 19th  century industrial society?   

       A:  In Unto This Last, Ruskin proposes an alternative economic and social model that is 

based on the principles of justice, cooperation, and the equitable distribution of resources. He 

envisions a society where economic activity is not driven by the pursuit of profit but by the 

desire to improve the well  being of all members of the community. Ruskin's model emphasizes 

the importance of meaningful work, fair wages, and the ethical treatment of workers. He 

advocates for a system where employers are responsible for the welfare of their employees, 

ensuring that they are treated with dignity and respect. Ruskin also promotes the idea of 

cooperative ownership and the distribution of wealth in a way that benefits the entire community, 

rather than concentrating power and resources in the hands of a few. He believes that this model 

would address the problems of 19th  century industrial society, such as poverty, inequality, and 

the exploitation of labor, by creating a more just and humane economic system. Ruskin's vision 

is of a society where the economy serves the needs of people, rather than people serving the 

demands of the economy. 



                                             English Literature (18th to 20th century) A040702T 

 
 

35 
 

 

 

7.  Q:  How does Jean  Paul Sartre reconcile the idea of radical freedom with the ethical 

responsibility of the individual in Existentialism is a Humanism?   

       A:  In Existentialism is a Humanism, Jean  Paul Sartre argues that radical freedom is 

inseparable from ethical responsibility. He asserts that because there is no predetermined essence 

or divine moral code that dictates how individuals should live, humans are radically free to make 

their own choices and define their own values. However, this freedom also comes with the 

burden of responsibility, as each individual is fully accountable for the consequences of their 

actions. Sartre emphasizes that when individuals make choices, they are not only defining 

themselves but also setting an example for others. Therefore, each choice carries an implicit 

responsibility toward others, as it contributes to the shaping of a shared human reality. Sartre 

rejects the notion of moral relativism, arguing that while there is no universal moral law, 

individuals must act in ways that they can will to be universal, meaning that their actions should 

be justifiable to others in similar situations. This idea is encapsulated in Sartre's concept of "bad 

faith," where individuals deceive themselves into believing that they are not free to avoid the 

anxiety of responsibility. To live authentically, Sartre argues, individuals must embrace their 

freedom and act in ways that acknowledge their responsibility to others and to the collective 

human condition. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS  

1.  What is the main argument of John Stuart Mill in  The Subjection of Women?     

   A) Women should remain subordinate to men.   

   B) Gender equality is essential for societal progress.   

   C) Marriage should be abolished.   

   D) Women are naturally inferior to men.   

    Answer:  B) Gender equality is essential for societal progress. 

 

2.  In  The Subjection of Women, Mill critiques which institution as a form of "legal slavery"?     

   A) Education   
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   B) Marriage   

   C) Employment   

   D) Government   

    Answer:  B) Marriage 

 

3.  According to Mill, what has historically prevented women from achieving equality?    

   A) Biological differences   

   B) Social conditioning and lack of opportunity   

   C) Lack of ambition   

   D) Economic dependence   

    Answer:  B) Social conditioning and lack of opportunity 

 

 

4.  What does Matthew Arnold mean by "sweetness and light" in his essay?    

   A) Physical beauty and intelligence   

   B) Moral beauty and intellectual clarity   

   C) Economic prosperity and social order   

   D) Artistic creativity and emotional depth   

    Answer:  B) Moral beauty and intellectual clarity 

 

5.  In  Culture and Anarchy, Arnold contrasts culture with which of the following concepts?     

   A) Tradition   

   B) Science   

   C) Anarchy   
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   D) Religion   

    Answer:  C) Anarchy 

 

6.  What role does Arnold believe the state should play in promoting culture?    

   A) To regulate artistic expression   

   B) To support education and cultural institutions   

   C) To suppress individualism   

   D) To prioritize economic growth   

    Answer:  B) To support education and cultural institutions 

 

7.  What is Ruskin’s primary critique of capitalism in  Unto This Last?     

   A) It encourages technological innovation.   

   B) It promotes greed and exploitation.   

   C) It provides wealth to society.   

   D) It fosters individualism.   

    Answer:  B) It promotes greed and exploitation. 

 

8.  According to Ruskin, what should be the true measure of wealth?    

   A) Material possessions   

   B) Economic success   

   C) The well  being of the community   

   D) Individual achievements   

    Answer:  C) The well  being of the community 
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9.  What alternative economic model does Ruskin propose in  Unto This Last?     

   A) Laissez  faire capitalism   

   B) Socialism   

   C) Cooperative economy based on fairness and justice   

   D) Monarchical control of resources   

    Answer:  C) Cooperative economy based on fairness and justice. 

 

10.  What does Sartre mean by "existence precedes essence"?    

    A) Individuals are born with a predetermined purpose.   

    B) Human beings create their own values through actions.   

    C) Essence is more important than existence.   

    D) Life has inherent meaning.   

     Answer:  B) Human beings create their own values through actions. 

 

11.  In  Existentialism is a Humanism, Sartre emphasizes the burden of what?     

    A) Wealth   

    B) Freedom and responsibility   

    C) Knowledge   

    D) Tradition   

     Answer:  B) Freedom and responsibility 

 

12.  What is "bad faith" according to Sartre?    

    A) A form of dishonesty in economic transactions.   

    B) Self  deception that denies one's freedom and responsibility.   
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    C) A way to manipulate others.   

    D) A philosophical doctrine.   

     Answer:  B) Self  deception that denies one's freedom and responsibility. 

 

 

13.  What does the myth of Sisyphus represent in Camus' philosophy?    

    A) The struggle for knowledge.   

    B) The absurdity of human existence.   

    C) The search for happiness.   

    D) The importance of family.   

     Answer:  B) The absurdity of human existence. 

 

14.  According to Camus, what should one do in the face of life's absurdity?    

    A) Accept despair.   

    B) Revolt against it and create one's own meaning.   

    C) Seek solace in religion.   

    D) Ignore it.   

     Answer:  B) Revolt against it and create one's own meaning. 

 

15.  In  The Myth of Sisyphus, how does Camus view Sisyphus's eternal task?     

    A) As a punishment.   

    B) As a symbol of human resilience.   

    C) As a sign of futility.   

    D) As a form of art.   
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     Answer:  B) As a symbol of human resilience. 

 

 

16.  Which of the following themes is common to the works of Mill, Arnold, Ruskin, Sartre, and 

Camus?    

    A) The glorification of material wealth.   

    B) The critique of individualism.   

    C) The search for meaning in human existence.   

    D) The acceptance of social hierarchies.   

     Answer:  C) The search for meaning in human existence. 

 

17.  What concept does Matthew Arnold associate with the potential downfall of society in  

Culture and Anarchy?     

    A) Individualism   

    B) Cultural elitism   

    C) Industrialism   

    D) Materialism   

     Answer:  D) Materialism 

 

18.  Which philosopher emphasized the importance of authenticity and individual choice in a 

seemingly indifferent universe?    

    A) John Stuart Mill   

    B) Albert Camus   

    C) Matthew Arnold   

    D) John Ruskin   

     Answer:  B) Albert Camus 
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19.  What does Ruskin advocate for in terms of labor in  Unto This Last?     

    A) Maximizing productivity for profit.   

    B) Fair treatment and dignity for workers.   

    C) The elimination of manual labor.   

    D) Complete automation of industries.   

     Answer:  B) Fair treatment and dignity for workers. 

 

20.  Which of the following concepts does Sartre argue is inherent to the human condition?    

    A) Determinism   

    B) Freedom   

    C) Materialism   

    D) Idealism   

     Answer:  B) Freedom 
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UNIT III 

 

Alexander Pope    The Rape of the Lock 

 

The Rape of the Lock is a mock  epic poem by Alexander Pope, published in 1712 and later 

expanded in 1714. The poem satirizes the trivialities of high society and the superficial nature of 

aristocratic life in early 18th  century England. It tells the story of a young woman, Belinda, who 

is the target of the charming but mischievous Lord Petre, who cuts off a lock of her hair without 

her consent. This act causes a scandal that escalates into a feud between their families. Through 

its use of grand heroic language for a trivial subject, the poem critiques the values of the elite, 

while exploring themes of honor, beauty, and the absurdity of social conventions. 

 

William Wordsworth    Tintern Abbey 

 

Lines Composed a Few Miles Above Tintern Abbey, commonly known as Tintern Abbey, is a 

poem by William Wordsworth written in 1798. In this reflective piece, the speaker returns to the 

banks of the Wye River after five years and contemplates the beauty of the natural landscape. He 

recalls his earlier, more naive impressions of nature and reflects on how his understanding of it 

has deepened over time. The poem explores themes of memory, the passage of time, and the 

spiritual connection between humanity and nature. Wordsworth emphasizes the restorative 

power of nature and its ability to inspire profound thoughts and feelings, asserting that nature 

offers solace and a deeper understanding of life. 

 

 Samuel Taylor Coleridge    The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

 

The Rime of the Ancient Mariner is a narrative poem by Samuel Taylor Coleridge, published in 

1798. The poem tells the story of an old mariner who stops a wedding guest to recount his 

harrowing tale of a sea voyage gone awry. The mariner's ship is beset by a series of supernatural 

events after he kills an albatross, a symbol of good fortune. As punishment, his crew suffers and 

eventually dies, leaving him alone to endure guilt and madness. The poem explores themes of 

sin, redemption, and the relationship between humans and nature. Ultimately, the mariner learns 

to appreciate the beauty of all living things, leading to his spiritual redemption. 
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 Percy Bysshe Shelley    To a Skylark 

 

To a Skylark is a poem by Percy Bysshe Shelley, published in 1820. In this lyrical work, Shelley 

celebrates the skylark, a bird known for its beautiful and joyful song. The poet admires the 

skylark's ability to express pure joy and creativity, contrasting it with the struggles and sorrows 

of human existence. Shelley reflects on the limitations of human experience and language, 

suggesting that the skylark's song embodies an ideal of beauty and inspiration that humans strive 

to attain. The poem explores themes of nature, imagination, and the quest for transcendence, 

highlighting the contrast between the blissful freedom of the bird and the burdens of human life. 

 

Christina Rossetti    Uphill 

 

Uphill is a poem by Christina Rossetti, published in 1862. The poem presents a dialogue between 

a speaker and a traveler who is journeying uphill, symbolizing the challenges and struggles of 

life. The traveler asks whether the path is long and arduous, to which the speaker reassures them 

that there is rest and solace at the end of the journey. The poem explores themes of perseverance, 

faith, and the nature of life’s challenges. It suggests that while the journey may be difficult, there 

is hope for rest and fulfillment, echoing Rossetti's exploration of spiritual and existential themes 

in her work. 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  What is the main theme of  The Rape of the Lock?     

    Answer:  The satire of social vanity and the triviality of aristocratic life. 

 

2.  Who are the central characters in  The Rape of the Lock?     

    Answer:  Belinda and Lord Petre. 

 

3.  What literary form does Pope use in this poem?    
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    Answer:  Mock  epic. 

 

4.  What event triggers the conflict in the poem?    

    Answer:  Lord Petre cuts off a lock of Belinda's hair. 

 

5.  How does the poem portray the elite society?    

    Answer:  It depicts them as superficial and obsessed with trivial matters. 

 

6.  What does the speaker reflect on in  Tintern Abbey?     

    Answer:  His memories of nature and its impact on his life over time. 

 

7.  What is the setting of the poem?    

    Answer:  The banks of the Wye River near Tintern Abbey in Wales. 

 

8.  What theme does Wordsworth emphasize in the poem?    

    Answer:  The restorative power of nature. 

 

9.  How does the speaker’s perception of nature change over the years?    

    Answer:  It matures from naive enjoyment to a deeper spiritual connection. 

 

10.  What does the speaker hope for his sister in the poem?    

     Answer:  That she will find joy and solace in nature as he has. 

 

11.  What supernatural event occurs after the mariner kills the albatross?    
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     Answer:  The ship faces dire misfortunes and is cursed. 

 

12.  What is the significance of the albatross in the poem?    

     Answer:  It symbolizes good luck and harmony with nature. 

 

13.  What are the consequences of the mariner's actions?    

     Answer:  His crew dies, and he is left to suffer alone. 

 

14.  What lesson does the mariner ultimately learn?    

     Answer:  To appreciate all living things and the beauty of nature. 

 

15.  Who does the mariner recount his tale to?    

     Answer:  A wedding guest. 

 

16.  What does Shelley admire about the skylark?    

     Answer:  Its joyful song and freedom. 

 

17.  What does the skylark symbolize in the poem?    

     Answer:  Inspiration and the ideal of beauty. 

 

18.  How does Shelley view human existence in relation to the skylark?    

     Answer:  As limited and burdened compared to the bird's joy. 

 

19.  What theme does Shelley explore in  To a Skylark?     
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     Answer:  The contrast between nature's beauty and human suffering. 

 

20.  What does Shelley hope to achieve through the skylark's song?    

     Answer:  A deeper understanding of beauty and creativity. 

 

21.  What is the central metaphor in  Uphill?     

     Answer:  The journey uphill symbolizes life’s challenges. 

 

22.  What does the traveler seek in the poem?    

     Answer:  Guidance about the journey and its difficulties. 

 

23.  How does the speaker respond to the traveler’s questions?    

     Answer:  By reassuring them that there is rest at the end of the journey. 

 

24.  What themes are explored in  Uphill?     

     Answer:  Perseverance, faith, and the nature of life’s struggles. 

 

25.  What does the poem suggest about the end of life's journey?    

     Answer:  It offers hope for rest and fulfillment. 

 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  Discuss the use of satire in  The Rape of the Lock and how Pope critiques aristocratic society.     

    Answer:  Pope employs satire by treating a trivial incident—the cutting of a lock of hair—as 

an epic event. He uses elevated language and heroic conventions to mock the superficial 
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concerns of the aristocracy, illustrating how their obsession with trivialities highlights the 

absurdity of social norms and values. 

 

2.  What role do the supernatural elements play in  The Rape of the Lock?     

    Answer:  Supernatural elements, such as the Sylphs and the Baron’s magical charms, serve to 

emphasize the frivolity of the characters' concerns. They highlight the contrast between the 

mundane reality of social conflict and the grandeur typically associated with epic poetry, 

reinforcing Pope's critique of the trivial nature of high society. 

 

3.  How does the poem's ending reflect the themes of honor and reputation in  The Rape of the 

Lock?     

    Answer:  The poem concludes with the transformation of Belinda’s lock into a star, suggesting 

that while social honor is fleeting, beauty and fame can achieve a kind of immortality. This 

reflects the absurdity of placing such importance on reputation in the face of more profound 

human experiences. 

 

4.  What is the significance of memory in  Tintern Abbey?     

    Answer:  Memory plays a crucial role in the poem, as the speaker reflects on his past 

experiences with nature and how they shaped his current understanding. The ability to recall 

these moments provides solace and deepens his spiritual connection to the landscape, suggesting 

that memory can enrich the present. 

 

5.  How does Wordsworth’s view of nature evolve throughout  Tintern Abbey?     

    Answer:  Initially, the speaker experiences nature with youthful exuberance. Upon returning, 

he recognizes its deeper spiritual significance, finding comfort and wisdom in nature. This 

evolution illustrates a maturation in his understanding of the natural world as a source of 

inspiration and moral guidance. 

 

6.  What role does the concept of the sublime play in Wordsworth’s  Tintern Abbey?     
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    Answer:  The sublime in Tintern Abbey is expressed through the awe and reverence the 

speaker feels toward nature. It transcends mere beauty, invoking deep emotional and spiritual 

responses that connect the speaker to a higher understanding of existence, emphasizing nature’s 

ability to evoke profound reflection. 

 

7.  Analyze the theme of sin and redemption in  The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.     

    Answer:  The theme of sin is embodied in the mariner’s act of killing the albatross, which 

leads to dire consequences for him and his crew. Redemption comes through his suffering and 

eventual appreciation of all living things. This journey reflects the moral that acknowledging 

one’s wrongdoing and cultivating respect for nature can lead to spiritual renewal. 

 

8.  How does Coleridge use symbolism in the poem, particularly with the albatross?    

    Answer:  The albatross symbolizes nature’s goodness and the interconnectedness of life. 

Killing the bird represents a disruption of this harmony, resulting in punishment and suffering. 

The subsequent burden of wearing the albatross around his neck signifies the weight of guilt, 

reinforcing the theme of moral responsibility. 

 

9.  What narrative technique does Coleridge employ in  The Rime of the Ancient Mariner, and 

how does it affect the story?     

    Answer:  Coleridge uses a frame narrative, where the mariner recounts his tale to a wedding 

guest. This technique creates a sense of immediacy and engages the reader while also 

emphasizing the mariner’s isolation. The juxtaposition of the festive wedding against the 

mariner’s grim story enhances the poem’s themes of existential struggle. 

 

 

10.  What contrasts does Shelley draw between the skylark and human existence in  To a 

Skylark?     

     Answer:  Shelley contrasts the skylark's carefree joy and artistic expression with human 

struggles, limitations, and sorrows. While the skylark embodies pure beauty and creativity, 

humans grapple with existential questions and the burden of experience, highlighting a yearning 

for the ideal that often feels unattainable. 



                                             English Literature (18th to 20th century) A040702T 

 
 

49 
 

 

11.  How does Shelley use imagery and sensory language in  To a Skylark to enhance the poem’s 

themes?     

     Answer:  Shelley employs vivid imagery and sensory details to evoke the beauty of the 

skylark’s song and the natural world. This rich descriptive language not only creates a sense of 

wonder but also serves to emphasize the emotional and spiritual aspirations of the speaker, 

illustrating the contrast between the bird’s joy and human discontent. 

 

12.  What is the significance of the skylark as a symbol in the poem?    

     Answer:  The skylark symbolizes artistic inspiration, freedom, and the pursuit of beauty. It 

represents an ideal that eludes human experience, embodying the unachievable perfection of 

nature and creativity that Shelley longs to attain in his own life and art. 

 

13.  Discuss the structure of  Uphill and how it contributes to the poem's meaning.     

     Answer:  Uphill is structured as a dialogue between a speaker and a traveler, creating an 

intimate and reflective tone. This conversational format allows for a direct exploration of life's 

challenges and the quest for meaning, emphasizing the importance of guidance and support in 

the journey of life. 

 

14.  How does Rossetti address the theme of struggle in  Uphill?     

     Answer:  The poem presents struggle as an inherent part of the human experience, symbolized 

by the uphill journey. The speaker acknowledges the difficulties but also reassures the traveler 

that there is rest and fulfillment at the journey’s end, suggesting that perseverance through 

hardship can lead to peace and understanding. 

 

15.  What role does faith play in  Uphill, and how is it expressed through the traveler’s 

questions?     

     Answer:  Faith is central to the poem, as the traveler seeks reassurance about the journey’s 

challenges. The speaker’s responses suggest a belief in the eventual reward of rest and solace, 

reflecting the idea that faith can provide comfort and hope amid life's trials, emphasizing the 

spiritual dimensions of human experience. 
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LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  How does Alexander Pope use the mock  epic form in  The Rape of the Lock to satirize the 

social norms of his time? Discuss the techniques he employs and the effect they create.     

    Answer:  Pope employs the mock  epic form in The Rape of the Lock by using grand, elevated 

language and heroic conventions to recount a trivial incident: the cutting of a lock of hair from 

the protagonist, Belinda. By treating this mundane event with the seriousness typical of epic 

poetry, Pope highlights the absurdity of the social customs and values of the aristocracy. 

Techniques such as invocations to the Muse, the use of supernatural beings (like the Sylphs), and 

epic similes serve to exaggerate the significance of the event. This irony not only critiques the 

superficial concerns of high society but also emphasizes the poem’s central theme: the fragility 

of honor and reputation in a society preoccupied with appearances. Ultimately, Pope's work 

suggests that the social elite's fixation on trivial matters undermines the gravitas traditionally 

associated with epic narratives. 

 

 

2.  Analyze the role of nature in William Wordsworth’s  Tintern Abbey and how it influences the 

speaker’s emotional and spiritual journey.     

    Answer:  In Tintern Abbey, nature serves as a pivotal force in the speaker's emotional and 

spiritual journey. Initially, the speaker describes his youthful experiences with the natural 

landscape as purely joyous, filled with a sense of wonder. However, upon his return after five 

years, he reflects on how those early experiences have shaped his understanding of life. The 

poem emphasizes the restorative power of nature, suggesting that it offers solace and wisdom 

that transcend human struggles. As the speaker contemplates the beauty of the Wye River and its 

surroundings, he recognizes the deeper connection he has developed with the natural world. This 

relationship fosters a sense of peace and spiritual fulfillment, demonstrating that nature acts as a 

source of inspiration and moral guidance. Wordsworth's portrayal of nature highlights the 

importance of memory and reflection in shaping one's identity and understanding of existence, 

ultimately affirming the notion that communion with nature can lead to profound insights about 

life and humanity. 

 

3.  Examine the themes of isolation and redemption in Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s  The Rime of 

the Ancient Mariner. How do these themes manifest throughout the poem?     
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    Answer:  Isolation and redemption are central themes in The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. 

The mariner's initial act of killing the albatross leads to profound isolation; his crew suffers 

consequences, and he becomes alone on the ship, burdened with guilt and haunted by 

supernatural occurrences. This isolation reflects both a physical and spiritual separation from the 

world and from nature, highlighting the mariner's inner turmoil. Throughout the poem, his 

suffering intensifies as he endures the wrath of nature and the loss of his crew. However, the 

theme of redemption emerges as the mariner gradually learns to appreciate the beauty of all 

living things, particularly through his experiences with the sea creatures. His moment of spiritual 

awakening occurs when he blesses the water snakes, recognizing their intrinsic value. This act 

symbolizes his acceptance of responsibility for his actions and his reconnection with nature. 

Ultimately, the mariner's journey from isolation to redemption serves as a moral lesson about 

respect for life and the importance of acknowledging one’s sins, culminating in his newfound 

wisdom that he shares with others, emphasizing the interconnectedness of all beings. 

 

4.  Discuss how Percy Bysshe Shelley contrasts the experience of the skylark with human 

existence in  To a Skylark. What insights does the poem offer regarding the nature of inspiration 

and creativity?     

    Answer:  In To a Skylark, Percy Bysshe Shelley draws a sharp contrast between the skylark's 

joyful existence and the struggles of human life. The skylark symbolizes pure inspiration, 

creativity, and unadulterated joy, singing freely and beautifully in the sky. Shelley uses vivid 

imagery and sensory language to describe the bird's song as a representation of artistic 

expression and the ideal of beauty. In contrast, human existence is portrayed as fraught with 

sorrow, limitations, and existential doubts. Shelley reflects on the burden of human experience, 

where joy is often overshadowed by suffering and the quest for meaning. The poem offers 

profound insights into the nature of inspiration, suggesting that while the skylark embodies an 

ideal form of creativity, humans often find it difficult to attain such purity in their art. This 

longing for the unattainable ideal prompts Shelley to explore the relationship between art and the 

human condition, ultimately leading to the realization that true creativity arises from the 

interplay of joy and suffering. By acknowledging the skylark's beauty, Shelley encourages 

readers to aspire to greater heights of artistic expression, even amidst their struggles. 

 

5.  Analyze the metaphor of the uphill journey in Christina Rossetti’s  Uphill and its implications 

for the themes of struggle and faith. How does the poem reflect Rossetti’s views on the human 

condition?     

    Answer:  In Uphill, the metaphor of the uphill journey serves as a powerful representation of 

the struggles inherent in the human condition. The traveler’s ascent symbolizes the challenges 
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and hardships faced throughout life. Rossetti uses this metaphor to illustrate the notion that life is 

often a difficult path filled with obstacles. The dialogue format between the speaker and the 

traveler creates an intimate exploration of the journey, highlighting the universal quest for 

meaning and reassurance. The speaker’s responses to the traveler’s inquiries about the difficulty 

of the journey and the availability of rest at the end reflect a belief in faith and hope amid 

adversity. Rossetti suggests that while life’s challenges may be daunting, there is comfort in the 

promise of rest and fulfillment at the journey’s end. This perspective reveals her views on the 

human condition, emphasizing the importance of faith in navigating life’s difficulties. The poem 

conveys a sense of reassurance, reminding readers that struggle is a shared experience, and 

encourages them to maintain hope and resilience in the face of life’s trials. 

 

 

6.  What are the key social and cultural critiques presented in Pope’s  The Rape of the Lock, and 

how do they reflect the values of 18th  century British society?     

    Answer:  In The Rape of the Lock, Alexander Pope critiques the social norms and values of 

18th  century British society, particularly within the aristocracy. The poem satirizes the 

preoccupation with superficiality, vanity, and social status, as exemplified by Belinda’s reaction 

to the loss of her lock of hair, which serves as a symbol of her honor and beauty. Through 

exaggerated characters and events, Pope highlights the triviality of aristocratic disputes and the 

absurdity of their concerns. The use of supernatural beings like the Sylphs underscores the 

fragility of women's honor in a society that prioritizes appearance over substance. Pope's 

portrayal of social gatherings, rituals, and the obsession with reputation serves as a critique of the 

shallow values held by the elite, reflecting a broader commentary on the emptiness of a society 

obsessed with materialism and social standing. The poem ultimately questions the significance of 

such values, revealing the hollowness of a culture that prioritizes appearances over genuine 

human connections and moral integrity. 

 

7.  In what ways does Wordsworth’s  Tintern Abbey serve as a reflection on the passage of time 

and its impact on the human experience? Discuss how this theme manifests throughout the poem.     

    Answer:  In Tintern Abbey, Wordsworth reflects on the passage of time and its profound 

impact on the human experience. The speaker’s return to the Wye River after five years prompts 

a deep contemplation of how his perceptions of nature and life have evolved. Initially, he recalls 

his youthful exuberance and the immediate joy he found in the natural landscape. However, as he 

reflects on the intervening years, he acknowledges the changes in his understanding and 

appreciation of nature. The theme of time manifests through the speaker’s recollections, where 
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he recognizes that the memories of nature have provided him with solace and wisdom during 

life's struggles. Wordsworth emphasizes the growth of his emotional and spiritual connection to 

the landscape, suggesting that time allows for deeper insights and a more profound relationship 

with nature. The poem illustrates how memory can shape one's identity and inform present 

experiences, ultimately conveying a sense of continuity and growth that accompanies the passage 

of time. By highlighting the interplay between memory, nature, and personal development, 

Wordsworth celebrates the enduring influence of the natural world on the human spirit. 

 

 

8.  Discuss the significance of the mariner's transformation throughout  The Rime of the Ancient 

Mariner and how it reflects Coleridge's views on morality and nature.     

    Answer:  The mariner's transformation in The Rime of the Ancient Mariner is pivotal to 

understanding Coleridge's exploration of morality and the relationship between humanity and 

nature. Initially, the mariner's impulsive act of killing the albatross symbolizes a disruption of 

harmony between humans and the natural world. As a result, he faces dire consequences, 

including isolation, guilt, and the suffering of his crew. This descent into despair highlights the 

moral implications of his actions and the interconnectedness of all living beings. The mariner's 

eventual redemption occurs through a profound realization of the beauty and sanctity of nature, 

particularly when he learns to appreciate the water snakes.  

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS  

 

1.  What is the primary theme of  The Rape of the Lock?     

   A) Love and Sacrifice   

   B) Superficiality and Social Vanity   

   C) Nature and Beauty   

   D) War and Peace   

    Answer:  B) Superficiality and Social Vanity 

 

2.  Which character cuts off the lock of hair in the poem?    
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   A) Belinda   

   B) The Baron   

   C) Pope   

   D) Sir Plume   

    Answer:  B) The Baron 

 

3.  What literary form is  The Rape of the Lock primarily considered?     

   A) Sonnet   

   B) Elegy   

   C) Mock Epic   

   D) Lyric Poem   

    Answer:  C) Mock Epic 

 

4.  What supernatural beings does Pope introduce in the poem?    

   A) Faeries   

   B) Sylphs   

   C) Nymphs   

   D) Ghosts   

    Answer:  B) Sylphs 

 

5.  What does the lock of hair symbolize in the poem?    

   A) Power   

   B) Honor and Beauty   

   C) Wealth   
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   D) Friendship   

    Answer:  B) Honor and Beauty 

 

 

6.  What does the speaker reflect on during his visit to Tintern Abbey?    

   A) His childhood   

   B) The beauty of nature   

   C) The passage of time   

   D) All of the above   

    Answer:  D) All of the above 

 

7.  Which feeling predominates the speaker’s recollections of nature in  Tintern Abbey?     

   A) Nostalgia   

   B) Anger   

   C) Fear   

   D) Indifference   

    Answer:  A) Nostalgia 

 

8.  What role does memory play in  Tintern Abbey?     

   A) It is irrelevant to the speaker.   

   B) It serves as a source of comfort and wisdom.   

   C) It causes the speaker pain.   

   D) It distracts from reality.   

    Answer:  B) It serves as a source of comfort and wisdom. 
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9.  What does the speaker hope to impart to his sister at the end of the poem?    

   A) A love of poetry   

   B) His experiences in nature   

   C) A sense of adventure   

   D) His wealth   

    Answer:  B) His experiences in nature 

 

10.  Which phrase best describes Wordsworth’s view of nature in  Tintern Abbey?     

    A) Harsh and unforgiving   

    B) A source of inspiration and solace   

    C) Chaotic and wild   

    D) Dull and uninteresting   

     Answer:  B) A source of inspiration and solace 

 

11.  What act does the Ancient Mariner commit that sets off the events of the poem?    

    A) He saves a life.   

    B) He kills the albatross.   

    C) He rescues a shipwrecked sailor.   

    D) He speaks to the spirits.   

     Answer:  B) He kills the albatross. 

 

12.  What is the consequence of the mariner's action?    

    A) He gains wealth.   
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    B) He experiences great suffering and isolation.   

    C) He becomes a hero.   

    D) He finds love.   

     Answer:  B) He experiences great suffering and isolation. 

 

13.  What does the mariner learn to appreciate towards the end of the poem?    

    A) The sea   

    B) The albatross   

    C) All living things   

    D) His crew   

     Answer:  C) All living things 

 

14.  What literary technique is prominently used in  The Rime of the Ancient Mariner?     

    A) Alliteration   

    B) Stream of Consciousness   

    C) Frame Narrative   

    D) Metaphysical Conceit   

     Answer:  C) Frame Narrative 

 

15.  What does the mariner's final message to the wedding guest emphasize?    

    A) The importance of wealth   

    B) The value of nature and life   

    C) The futility of existence   

    D) The joy of companionship   
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     Answer:  B) The value of nature and life 

 

 

16.  What does the skylark symbolize in Shelley’s poem?    

    A) Death   

    B) Hope and Inspiration   

    C) Despair   

    D) Wealth   

     Answer:  B) Hope and Inspiration 

 

17.  How does the speaker in  To a Skylark feel about the skylark's song?     

    A) Envious   

    B) Indifferent   

    C) Inspired and uplifted   

    D) Angry   

     Answer:  C) Inspired and uplifted 

 

18.  What is the main contrast Shelley draws in the poem?    

    A) Joy vs. Sadness   

    B) Nature vs. Industrialization   

    C) The skylark vs. human experience   

    D) Wealth vs. Poverty   

     Answer:  C) The skylark vs. human experience 
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19.  What does the uphill journey represent in Rossetti's poem?    

    A) The path to wealth   

    B) The challenges of life   

    C) A leisurely stroll   

    D) The pursuit of knowledge   

     Answer:  B) The challenges of life 

 

20.  What is the traveler seeking in  Uphill?     

    A) A companion   

    B) A place to rest   

    C) A map   

    D) Food and drink   

     Answer:  B) A place to rest 
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UNIT IV 

 

POETRY  

T.S. Eliot    The Waste Land 

The Waste Land is a landmark modernist poem that explores themes of despair, fragmentation, 

and the search for meaning in a post  World War I world. Composed of five sections, the poem 

employs a variety of voices, literary allusions, and cultural references to depict a landscape of 

emotional and spiritual desolation. Eliot's use of stream  of  consciousness and multiple 

perspectives reflects the chaotic nature of contemporary life, addressing issues of 

disillusionment, loss, and the possibility of redemption. 

 

W.B. Yeats    The Second Coming 

The Second Coming is a poem that reflects W.B. Yeats's response to the turmoil of the early 20th 

century. Written in the aftermath of World War I, the poem conveys a sense of apocalyptic dread 

and chaos, suggesting that the world is spiraling into disorder. Yeats uses powerful imagery, 

including the "rough beast" slouching towards Bethlehem, to symbolize the emergence of a new, 

potentially violent era. The poem captures a profound sense of uncertainty about the future and 

the cyclical nature of history. 

 

 Wilfred Owen    Futility 

Futility is a poignant war poem by Wilfred Owen that questions the purpose and value of human 

life in the face of death and suffering during World War I. The poem reflects on the attempt to 

wake a soldier who has died, suggesting that the sun, which gives life and warmth, is ultimately 

powerless to bring back the fallen. Owen's use of vivid imagery and emotional resonance 

highlights the senselessness of war and the tragic loss of potential, culminating in a profound 

sense of futility and despair. 

 

Ted Hughes    Hawk in the Rain 

Hawk in the Rain is a poem by Ted Hughes that delves into the raw power and primal instincts 

of nature, as represented by a hawk. The poem portrays the hawk as a symbol of strength, 

dominance, and the brutality of the natural world. Through vivid imagery and striking language, 
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Hughes explores themes of survival, predation, and the complex relationship between humanity 

and nature. The hawk's perspective provides insight into the untamed and often harsh realities of 

existence. 

 

 Seamus Heaney    Digging 

Digging is a poem by Seamus Heaney that reflects on the poet's heritage and the act of writing as 

a form of labor. In the poem, Heaney contrasts his identity as a writer with the physical labor of 

his ancestors, who were farmers and diggers. Through rich imagery and sensory details, Heaney 

expresses admiration for their hard work while asserting his own role as a poet. The act of 

"digging" becomes a metaphor for both literal and metaphorical exploration, emphasizing the 

connection to his roots and the power of language.  

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  What is the primary theme of  The Waste Land?     

    Answer:  The fragmentation of modern society and the search for meaning in a post  war 

world. 

 

2.  How many sections are there in  The Waste Land?     

    Answer:  Five sections. 

 

3.  What literary technique is prominently used in  The Waste Land?     

    Answer:  Stream of consciousness and allusion. 

 

4.  Which mythological figure is referenced in  The Waste Land?     

    Answer:  Tiresias. 

 

5.  What does the phrase "April is the cruellest month" signify?    
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    Answer:  It suggests that renewal and rebirth can bring pain and anxiety. 

 

6.  What historical context influenced  The Second Coming?     

    Answer:  The aftermath of World War I and the chaos of the early 20th century. 

 

7.  What does the "rough beast" in the poem symbolize?    

    Answer:  The emergence of a new, violent era and the end of civilization as understood. 

 

8.  What literary device is used in the line "Turning and turning in the widening gyre"?    

    Answer:  Metaphor and imagery. 

 

9.  What does the poem suggest about the cyclical nature of history?    

    Answer:  History is in a constant state of turmoil and transformation, leading to repeated 

cycles of destruction. 

 

10.  What feeling predominates in  The Second Coming?     

     Answer:  A sense of impending doom and chaos. 

 

11.  What is the central theme of  Futility?     

     Answer:  The senselessness of war and the tragic loss of life. 

 

12.  What does the speaker attempt to do for the dead soldier?    

     Answer:  He tries to wake him, suggesting a futile effort to bring him back to life. 

 

13.  How is the sun depicted in the poem?    
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     Answer:  As a powerful yet indifferent force that cannot revive the dead. 

 

14.  What is the emotional tone of  Futility?     

     Answer:  A tone of despair and hopelessness. 

 

15.  What does the poem ultimately question about life?    

     Answer:  The purpose and value of human existence in the face of death. 

 

 

16.  What does the hawk symbolize in  Hawk in the Rain?     

     Answer:  Strength, power, and the brutality of nature. 

 

17.  How does Hughes describe the hawk’s relationship with its environment?    

     Answer:  As a dominant predator that embodies the raw and untamed aspects of nature. 

 

18.  What literary techniques are used in the poem?    

     Answer:  Vivid imagery and metaphor. 

 

19.  What aspect of nature does Hughes explore in this poem?    

     Answer:  The primal instincts and survival mechanisms of living beings. 

 

 

20.  What does "digging" represent in Heaney's poem?    

     Answer:  Both the physical labor of his ancestors and the act of writing as exploration and 

discovery. 
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SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS/ANSWERS 

1.  Discuss the structure of  The Waste Land and its significance.     

    Answer:  The Waste Land is divided into five sections: "The Burial of the Dead," "A Game of 

Chess," "The Fire Sermon," "Death by Water," and "What the Thunder Said." This fragmented 

structure reflects the chaotic nature of post  World War I society and the disintegration of 

cultural and spiritual values. The use of different voices and literary allusions creates a sense of 

multiplicity and complexity, mirroring the modern human experience. 

 

2.  What role do mythological references play in  The Waste Land?     

    Answer:  Mythological references in The Waste Land serve to provide a framework for 

understanding contemporary despair. By connecting modern experiences to ancient myths, Eliot 

highlights the cyclical nature of human existence and emphasizes the ongoing search for 

meaning amidst chaos. The use of figures like Tiresias underscores the universality of suffering 

and insight. 

 

3.  Analyze the theme of disillusionment in  The Waste Land.     

    Answer:  Disillusionment permeates The Waste Land, reflecting the profound sense of loss 

and despair felt by individuals in the wake of World War I. Characters experience a breakdown 

in spiritual beliefs and social values, leading to feelings of isolation and emptiness. The poem’s 

vivid imagery and stark contrasts emphasize the gap between the ideal and the reality of modern 

life. 

 

4.  Explain the significance of the imagery in  The Second Coming.     

    Answer:  Yeats employs powerful imagery, such as "the blood  dimmed tide" and "the rough 

beast," to convey a sense of chaos and foreboding. These images illustrate the breakdown of 

civilization and the emergence of a new, potentially violent force. The imagery reflects Yeats's 

concerns about the cyclical nature of history and the potential for destruction inherent in societal 

upheaval. 

 

5.  What is the central message of  The Second Coming regarding the future?     
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    Answer:  The central message of The Second Coming suggests that the future is uncertain and 

potentially catastrophic. Yeats expresses a fear that the world is descending into chaos, 

indicating that traditional values and structures are failing. The poem portrays a vision of a new 

era that is marked by violence and disorder, challenging the reader to confront the implications 

of societal collapse. 

 

6.  Discuss how Owen uses imagery in  Futility to convey the horrors of war.     

    Answer:  Owen utilizes vivid and stark imagery in Futility to illustrate the tragic consequences 

of war. The depiction of a dead soldier and the futile attempt to wake him evokes a deep sense of 

loss and sorrow. The contrast between the life  giving sun and the lifeless body emphasizes the 

senselessness of death in wartime and critiques the glorification of military sacrifice. 

 

7.  Analyze the poem's conclusion and its impact on the reader.    

    Answer:  The conclusion of Futility leaves the reader with a poignant sense of despair and 

hopelessness. The realization that even the sun cannot bring back the dead underscores the 

poem's central theme of the futility of war and existence. This powerful ending challenges the 

reader to grapple with the profound implications of loss and the meaning of life in the face of 

such tragedy. 

 

8.  What thematic elements are present in Ted Hughes' portrayal of the hawk?    

    Answer:  In Hawk in the Rain, Hughes explores themes of power, dominance, and the primal 

instincts of nature. The hawk is depicted as a formidable predator that embodies the raw force of 

the natural world. This portrayal prompts reflection on the relationship between humanity and 

nature, emphasizing the struggle for survival and the brutality inherent in existence. 

 

9.  Examine the use of metaphor in  Hawk in the Rain and its significance.     

    Answer:  Hughes employs metaphor to draw comparisons between the hawk and human 

emotions or experiences. For example, the hawk’s fierce, instinctual behavior serves as a 

metaphor for human struggles and ambitions. This use of metaphor elevates the hawk beyond 

mere representation of nature, allowing it to symbolize deeper existential themes related to 

power and vulnerability. 
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10.  How does Heaney explore the concept of heritage in  Digging?     

     Answer:  In Digging, Heaney reflects on his heritage by contrasting his identity as a poet with 

the physical labor of his ancestors, who were farmers. He admires their hard work and 

connection to the land while asserting that his own labor lies in writing. The poem highlights the 

importance of roots and the value of both physical and artistic labor, suggesting that all forms of 

work have significance. 

 

11.  What role does memory play in  Digging?     

     Answer:  Memory plays a crucial role in Digging, as Heaney recalls the experiences of his 

father and grandfather as they dug in the fields. These memories serve to ground Heaney’s 

identity and inform his understanding of his craft. The poem illustrates how personal history 

influences creativity and the connection between past and present, suggesting that memory is a 

source of inspiration. 

 

12.  Analyze the significance of the final lines of  Digging.     

     Answer:  The final lines of Digging affirm Heaney's commitment to his role as a poet, stating 

that his pen is akin to a spade. This metaphor signifies that he will "dig" into language and 

experience rather than the earth. The conclusion emphasizes the value of artistic expression and 

the continuity of labor, suggesting that writing can be as vital and meaningful as physical work. 

 

13.  Compare the treatment of nature in  Hawk in the Rain and Digging.     

     Answer:  In Hawk in the Rain, nature is portrayed as a raw, powerful force through the 

depiction of the hawk's predatory instincts. Hughes emphasizes the brutality and survival aspects 

of the natural world. In contrast, Digging presents nature more as a backdrop for human 

experience, with Heaney reflecting on his ancestors' relationship with the land. While Hughes 

focuses on nature's ferocity, Heaney emphasizes a sense of heritage and connection to the earth. 

 

14.  How do the poets convey their emotional responses to war in their works? Compare Owen 

and Eliot.    
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     Answer:  Both Owen and Eliot convey emotional responses to the devastation of war, but 

they do so through different lenses. Owen’s Futility directly addresses the horrors and 

senselessness of death in war, using personal imagery and reflection on loss. Eliot’s The Waste 

Land, while not exclusively about war, reflects the broader disillusionment and fragmentation in 

society caused by conflict. Owen’s work evokes immediate grief, while Eliot captures a 

pervasive sense of despair and dislocation. 

 

15.  What is the significance of the use of personal experience in the works of Heaney and 

Owen?    

     Answer:  Both Heaney and Owen draw on personal experience to inform their poetry, lending 

authenticity and emotional weight to their themes. Owen’s personal experiences as a soldier in 

World War I provide a direct commentary on the futility of war, while Heaney’s reflections on 

his family’s agricultural background connect deeply to his identity as a poet. This use of personal 

narrative enriches their works, allowing readers to engage with the broader themes of loss, 

heritage, and the complexities of human experience. 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  Discuss the various voices and perspectives presented in  The Waste Land and how they 

contribute to the poem's overall theme of disillusionment.     

    Answer:  The Waste Land is notable for its polyphonic structure, featuring multiple voices and 

perspectives that reflect the fragmented nature of post  World War I society. Each section 

introduces different characters and experiences, ranging from the sorrowful lament of the 

protagonist in "The Burial of the Dead" to the stark dialogues in "A Game of Chess." This 

multiplicity highlights the disillusionment felt by individuals who have lost faith in traditional 

values and cultural norms. For example, the voice of Tiresias serves as a unifying figure, 

embodying both male and female perspectives, while also presenting a wider view of human 

suffering. The varied tones—from despair to irony—contribute to an overarching theme that 

critiques the spiritual barrenness of contemporary life, emphasizing the isolation and alienation 

that arise in a world devoid of meaning. 

 

2.  Analyze the use of symbolism in  The Waste Land, focusing on key symbols and their 

significance within the poem.     
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    Answer:  Eliot employs a rich tapestry of symbols throughout The Waste Land to convey 

complex themes. One of the most significant symbols is the "waste land" itself, representing a 

barren, spiritually desolate landscape that reflects the emotional and moral decay of society. The 

repeated motif of water symbolizes both regeneration and despair, as seen in the contrasting 

images of the dry, arid land versus the potential for life offered by rain. Other important symbols 

include the tarot cards in "What the Thunder Said," which suggest the possibility of revelation 

and renewal amidst chaos. The Fisher King, a figure from Arthurian legend, embodies the land's 

fertility and the hope for healing. Through these symbols, Eliot intricately weaves a narrative of 

destruction and the potential for rebirth, underscoring the struggle for meaning in a fractured 

world. 

 

 

3.  Examine the historical and cultural context surrounding W.B. Yeats’  The Second Coming 

and how it influences the poem's themes.     

    Answer:  Written in the aftermath of World War I and amidst the chaos of the Irish War of 

Independence, Yeats' The Second Coming reflects the profound societal upheaval of the early 

20th century. The poem captures a sense of disintegration, mirroring Yeats' concerns about the 

collapse of established order and the rise of chaos. The "blood  dimmed tide" symbolizes the 

violence and turmoil that characterized the era, while the notion of a "rough beast" slouching 

towards Bethlehem signifies the emergence of a new, ominous force that threatens traditional 

values and beliefs. Yeats’ interest in esoteric knowledge and cyclical history further informs the 

poem, suggesting that humanity is trapped in a cycle of destruction and rebirth. This historical 

context adds depth to the poem’s exploration of despair, the search for meaning, and the 

uncertainties of the future. 

 

4.  Discuss the significance of imagery in  The Second Coming and how it contributes to the 

poem's overall mood and tone.     

    Answer:  The imagery in The Second Coming is visceral and powerful, effectively 

establishing a mood of foreboding and chaos. Yeats utilizes stark images, such as the "widening 

gyre" and the "blood  dimmed tide," to evoke a sense of disorder and impending doom. The 

"rough beast" and its slouching toward Bethlehem symbolize the emergence of a new, potentially 

violent age, contrasting sharply with the peace traditionally associated with the Second Coming 

of Christ. These images reflect the tension between hope and despair, suggesting that the future 

holds no guarantee of salvation. The tone oscillates between prophetic urgency and a chilling 
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sense of inevitability, compelling readers to confront the harsh realities of their world while 

questioning the stability of civilization itself. 

 

5.  Analyze the central themes of loss and futility in Wilfred Owen's poem  Futility, and how 

they reflect the poet's experiences during World War I.     

    Answer:  In Futility, Wilfred Owen poignantly addresses the themes of loss and futility, which 

are deeply rooted in his personal experiences as a soldier during World War I. The poem opens 

with the speaker’s attempt to awaken a dead comrade, reflecting a profound sense of grief and 

helplessness. The juxtaposition of the sun, a symbol of life and warmth, against the lifeless body 

emphasizes the absurdity of war and the senseless loss of young lives. Owen questions the 

purpose of existence, suggesting that the natural world, represented by the sun, cannot revive the 

dead. The poem ultimately conveys a message of despair, highlighting the disconnect between 

the glorified ideals of war and the tragic reality of death. Owen’s vivid imagery and emotional 

resonance evoke a powerful critique of the war, capturing the deep psychological scars it leaves 

on those who survive. 

 

6.  Examine the structure of  Futility and how it enhances the poem's emotional impact.     

    Answer:  The structure of Futility plays a crucial role in enhancing its emotional impact. The 

poem is composed of two stanzas that create a stark contrast between the initial hopeful attempt 

to revive the dead soldier and the subsequent realization of futility. The first stanza conveys a 

sense of urgency and intimacy as the speaker interacts with the body, while the second stanza 

shifts to a more reflective tone, emphasizing the impotence of nature against death. The use of 

enjambment throughout the poem creates a flowing rhythm that mirrors the continuity of life and 

the relentless passage of time, ultimately leading to the poignant conclusion. Additionally, the 

poem's compact form underscores the weight of its themes, allowing Owen to convey profound 

emotions in a succinct manner. This structural choice heightens the sense of loss and despair, 

leaving a lasting impression on the reader. 

 

 

 

7.  Explore the themes of power and survival in Ted Hughes'  Hawk in the Rain, and how they 

reflect the natural world.     
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    Answer:  In Hawk in the Rain, Ted Hughes explores themes of power, survival, and the raw 

realities of nature through the figure of the hawk. The hawk is portrayed as a symbol of 

dominance and predation, embodying the primal instincts necessary for survival in the natural 

world. Hughes uses vivid imagery to depict the hawk’s flight and hunting prowess, emphasizing 

its strength and lethal efficiency. The hawk's relationship with its environment reflects the 

harshness of nature, where survival often comes at the expense of others. Hughes contrasts the 

beauty of the hawk's movements with the brutality of its actions, prompting readers to grapple 

with the duality of nature—its capacity for both grace and violence. This exploration of power 

and survival invites reflection on the complexities of existence and humanity's place within the 

natural order. 

 

8.  Discuss the use of metaphor and simile in  Hawk in the Rain, and how these literary devices 

enhance the poem's themes.     

    Answer:  Hughes employs metaphor and simile throughout Hawk in the Rain to deepen the 

exploration of the hawk's character and the themes of power and survival. The hawk itself serves 

as a metaphor for primal instincts and the unyielding forces of nature. For example, Hughes 

describes the hawk's flight with vivid imagery that likens it to a “stone” or “arrow,” emphasizing 

its precision and strength. Such comparisons evoke a sense of inevitability in the hawk's 

predatory behavior, underscoring the relentless nature of survival. The use of simile further 

enriches the imagery, allowing readers to visualize the hawk’s movements with clarity and 

intensity. Through these literary devices, Hughes creates a dynamic portrayal of the hawk that 

not only captivates but also prompts reflection on the darker aspects of nature and existence. 

 

 

9.  Analyze the exploration of identity and heritage in Seamus Heaney’s  Digging and how it 

informs the poet's sense of purpose.     

    Answer:  In Digging, Seamus Heaney intricately explores themes of identity and heritage as 

he reflects on his familial background as the son of a farmer. The poem opens with Heaney's 

contemplation of his pen as a tool for "digging," paralleling the physical labor of his ancestors 

who worked the land. This connection to his roots instills a sense of pride in Heaney, as he 

recognizes the significance of both physical and artistic labor. He admires his father's and 

grandfather’s hard work, which shapes his understanding of authenticity and craftsmanship. The 

act of "digging" becomes a metaphor for Heaney’s poetic exploration, suggesting that writing 

allows him to excavate memories and experiences. By acknowledging his heritage, Heaney not 
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only validates his past but also establishes his identity as a poet, reaffirming his commitment to 

honoring that legacy through his art. 

 

10.  Discuss the significance of the concluding lines in  Digging and how they encapsulate 

Heaney’s artistic philosophy.     

     Answer:  The concluding lines of Digging encapsulate Heaney’s artistic philosophy by 

equating the act of writing with the labor of digging. He asserts that his pen is a "spade," 

signifying that his work as a poet is rooted in the same dedication and skill as that of his 

forebears who tilled the soil. This metaphor emphasizes the value of both literary and physical 

labor, suggesting that writing is a form of excavation—unearthing truths, memories, and 

experiences.  

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS  

 

1.  In  The Waste Land, what does the phrase "April is the cruellest month" suggest?     

   A) Spring brings joy   

   B) Spring brings emotional pain   

   C) April is always rainy   

   D) April is a time for rebirth   

    Answer:  B) Spring brings emotional pain 

 

2.  Which character in  The Waste Land is described as the “unreal city”?     

   A) Tiresias   

   B) The narrator   

   C) The hyacinth girl   

   D) London   

    Answer:  D) London 

 



                                             English Literature (18th to 20th century) A040702T 

 
 

72 
 

3.  What is the primary theme of W.B. Yeats'  The Second Coming?     

   A) Love and romance   

   B) Nature and beauty   

   C) Chaos and destruction   

   D) Peace and tranquility   

    Answer:  C) Chaos and destruction 

 

4.  In  The Second Coming, what does the "rough beast" symbolize?     

   A) A new hope   

   B) The apocalypse   

   C) The birth of a new era   

   D) Peaceful coexistence   

    Answer:  C) The birth of a new era 

 

5.  Which of the following best describes the tone of Wilfred Owen's  Futility?     

   A) Optimistic   

   B) Angry   

   C) Despairing   

   D) Joyful   

    Answer:  C) Despairing 

 

6.  What natural element does Owen refer to in  Futility to signify hope?     

   A) Wind   

   B) Water   
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   C) Fire   

   D) Earth   

    Answer:  B) Water 

 

7.  In Ted Hughes'  Hawk in the Rain, what does the hawk symbolize?     

   A) Freedom   

   B) Power and predation   

   C) Peace   

   D) Vulnerability   

    Answer:  B) Power and predation 

 

8.  Which literary device is predominantly used in  Hawk in the Rain to convey the hawk's 

power?     

   A) Alliteration   

   B) Simile   

   C) Metaphor   

   D) Personification   

    Answer:  C) Metaphor 

 

9.  In  Digging, what does Heaney's pen symbolize?     

   A) A weapon   

   B) A tool for digging   

   C) A means of escape   

   D) A means of writing   

    Answer:  B) A tool for digging 
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10.  What is the significance of Heaney's reference to his father in  Digging?     

    A) To show discontent   

    B) To express admiration for hard work   

    C) To highlight family conflicts   

    D) To illustrate poverty   

     Answer:  B) To express admiration for hard work 

 

11.  In  The Waste Land, who serves as a unifying voice throughout the poem?     

    A) The narrator   

    B) Tiresias   

    C) The Fisher King   

    D) The hyacinth girl   

     Answer:  B) Tiresias 

 

12.  What does Yeats mean by "the center cannot hold" in  The Second Coming?     

    A) Society is stable   

    B) Traditional values are disintegrating   

    C) The world is at peace   

    D) Everything is under control   

     Answer:  B) Traditional values are disintegrating 

 

13.  What major event serves as a backdrop for Owen's  Futility?     

    A) World War I   
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    B) The Great Depression   

    C) World War II   

    D) The Vietnam War   

     Answer:  A) World War I 

 

14.  In  Hawk in the Rain, what does the hawk's flight represent?     

    A) A quest for knowledge   

    B) The struggle for survival   

    C) A journey of self  discovery   

    D) A quest for companionship   

     Answer:  B) The struggle for survival 

 

15.  What is the main contrast Heaney makes in  Digging?     

    A) Between life and death   

    B) Between writing and farming   

    C) Between past and present   

    D) Between nature and technology   

     Answer:  B) Between writing and farming 

 

16.  Which poem reflects the disillusionment of the post  World War I era?    

    A) Hawk in the Rain   

    B) The Second Coming   

    C) Digging   

    D) The Waste Land   
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     Answer:  D) The Waste Land 

 

17.  In  Futility, what does Owen suggest about the natural world?     

    A) It is indifferent to human suffering   

    B) It is nurturing and kind   

    C) It is chaotic and destructive   

    D) It is beautiful and harmonious   

     Answer:  A) It is indifferent to human suffering 

 

18.  What does the act of digging represent in Heaney's  Digging?     

    A) Struggle and conflict   

    B) Connection to heritage and identity   

    C) A desire to escape   

    D) The search for wealth   

     Answer:  B) Connection to heritage and identity 

 

19.  What poetic form does T.S. Eliot use in  The Waste Land?     

    A) Sonnet   

    B) Free verse   

    C) Limerick   

    D) Haiku   

     Answer:  B) Free verse 

 

20.  What is the overarching mood of Yeats’  The Second Coming?     
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    A) Joyful   

    B) Hopeful   

    C) Pessimistic   

    D) Nostalgic   

     Answer:  C) Pessimistic 
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UNIT V 

DRAMA 

J.M. Synge    Riders to the Sea 

Riders to the Sea is a one  act play by Irish playwright J.M. Synge, first performed in 1904. It 

explores themes of family, loss, and the struggle against nature. Set on the Aran Islands, the play 

revolves around Maurya, an elderly mother, who faces the devastating impact of the sea on her 

family. With five of her male relatives having already drowned, Maurya's sorrow deepens as she 

learns that her last son, Bartley, is also venturing out to sea. The play poignantly captures the 

harsh realities of life on the islands and the inevitability of death, illustrating the profound 

connection between the characters and their unforgiving environment. 

John Osborne    Look Back in Anger 

Look Back in Anger, written by John Osborne and first performed in 1956, is a landmark play in 

British theater, often credited with launching the "Angry Young Men" movement. The play 

centers on Jimmy Porter, a disillusioned and working  class young man, who struggles with 

feelings of frustration and alienation in post  war Britain. His tumultuous relationship with his 

wife, Alison, reflects his broader dissatisfaction with society. The play addresses themes of class 

struggle, social discontent, and the quest for authenticity, ultimately portraying the complexities 

of human relationships in a changing world. 

 

Samuel Beckett    Waiting for Godot 

Waiting for Godot is a seminal play by Irish playwright Samuel Beckett, first published in 1948 

and premiered in 1953. This absurdist play revolves around two main characters, Vladimir and 

Estragon, who wait for someone named Godot, who never arrives. The play explores existential 

themes, such as the meaninglessness of life, the passage of time, and human suffering. Through 

repetitive dialogue and nonsensical actions, Beckett reflects on the absurdity of human existence 

and the search for purpose. The stark, minimalistic setting emphasizes the themes of waiting and 

uncertainty, making it a profound commentary on the human condition. 

 

Harold Pinter    The Homecoming 

The Homecoming is a play by Harold Pinter, first performed in 1965. It tells the story of Teddy, 

a philosophy professor, who returns home to London with his wife, Ruth, after years of living in 

America. The play explores themes of power dynamics, family relationships, and masculinity. 
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As Teddy introduces Ruth to his dysfunctional family, the interactions become increasingly 

charged and ambiguous, revealing underlying tensions and confrontations. Pinter's signature use 

of pauses and silence heightens the sense of menace and uncertainty, creating an atmosphere 

where language often fails to communicate true intentions. The play is a powerful exploration of 

familial ties and the complexities of identity within the context of power struggles. 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

1.  What is the central theme of  Riders to the Sea?     

    Answer:  The central theme is the power of nature, especially the sea, over human life and the 

inevitability of death. 

 

2.  Who is the protagonist of  Riders to the Sea?     

    Answer:  Maurya, the elderly mother who has lost all her sons to the sea. 

 

3.  What is the significance of the sea in the play?    

    Answer:  The sea symbolizes both life and death, as it provides sustenance but also takes away 

lives. 

 

4.  How many of Maurya’s sons have died by the end of the play?    

    Answer:  All six of her sons, including Bartley, are dead by the end of the play. 

 

5.  What does the play suggest about fate?    

    Answer:  The play suggests that fate is inescapable and that human beings are powerless 

against nature’s forces. 

 

6.  Who is the main character in  Look Back in Anger?     

    Answer:  Jimmy Porter, a disillusioned and frustrated young man. 
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7.  What is Jimmy Porter angry about?    

    Answer:  Jimmy is angry about class inequalities, social stagnation, and his lack of purpose in 

post  war Britain. 

 

8.  Who are the other main characters in the play?    

    Answer:  Alison (Jimmy’s wife), Cliff (their friend), and Helena (Alison’s friend). 

 

9.  What does the ironing board symbolize in  Look Back in Anger?     

    Answer:  The ironing board symbolizes the domestic life and mundane routine that Jimmy 

resents. 

 

10.  What social movement did  Look Back in Anger help to launch?     

     Answer:  The "Angry Young Men" movement, focusing on working  class disillusionment. 

 

 

11.  Who are the two main characters in  Waiting for Godot?     

     Answer:  Vladimir and Estragon. 

 

12.  What are Vladimir and Estragon waiting for?    

     Answer:  They are waiting for a man named Godot, who never arrives. 

 

13.  What is the significance of waiting in the play?    

     Answer:  Waiting symbolizes the human condition of searching for meaning and purpose in 

an uncertain and absurd world. 

 

14.  What does Godot represent in the play?    
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     Answer:  Godot can be interpreted as representing hope, salvation, or the elusive meaning of 

life. 

 

15.  How does the play end?    

     Answer:  The play ends with Vladimir and Estragon deciding to leave, but they remain 

standing still, continuing to wait for Godot. 

 

16.  Who is the main character in  The Homecoming?     

     Answer:  The main character is Teddy, who returns home with his wife, Ruth. 

 

17.  What is the primary theme of  The Homecoming?     

     Answer:  The primary theme is power dynamics within the family, particularly regarding 

gender and authority. 

 

18.  What is unusual about Ruth’s behavior in the play?    

     Answer:  Ruth becomes the dominant figure in the family, reversing traditional gender roles. 

 

19.  What role does silence play in Pinter’s works, particularly  The Homecoming?     

     Answer:  Silence is used to create tension and ambiguity, often revealing more than spoken 

dialogue. 

 

20.  How does Ruth’s relationship with the men in the family change by the end of the play?    

     Answer:  Ruth takes control, and by the end, she is positioned as a matriarchal figure who 

exerts power over the men. 

 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 
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1.  What role does fate play in  Riders to the Sea, and how do the characters respond to it?     

    Answer:  Fate is central to the play, as the characters are unable to escape the inevitability of 

death caused by the sea. Maurya and her family accept their fate with a sense of resignation. The 

repeated loss of sons and family members creates a tragic cycle, but they ultimately come to 

terms with the dominance of nature and the sea. 

 

2.  How does Synge portray the relationship between humans and nature in  Riders to the Sea?     

    Answer:  Synge depicts nature, particularly the sea, as a powerful, uncontrollable force that 

shapes the lives of the characters. The sea is both a provider and a taker of life, symbolizing the 

indifferent, often cruel relationship between humans and nature. 

 

3.  What is the significance of Maurya’s vision of her dead sons in  Riders to the Sea?     

    Answer:  Maurya’s vision of her dead sons foreshadows Bartley’s death and serves as a 

reminder of her powerlessness against the forces of nature. It also signifies her acceptance of her 

family's fate and the inevitability of death, which the sea continually brings. 

 

4.  How does  Riders to the Sea reflect the cultural and social realities of the Aran Islands?     

    Answer:  The play reflects the isolation, hardship, and close connection to nature that define 

life on the Aran Islands. The constant struggle with the sea for survival, the importance of 

family, and the fatalistic worldview all reflect the difficult lives of the islanders. 

 

5.  How does Synge use symbolism in  Riders to the Sea?     

    Answer:  The sea is the primary symbol, representing both life and death. The rope and the 

boards used for Bartley’s coffin symbolize the inescapable fate awaiting the characters, and 

Maurya’s blessing of Bartley foreshadows his death, reinforcing the inevitability of loss. 

 

6.  What is the significance of Jimmy Porter’s character in  Look Back in Anger?     
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    Answer:  Jimmy represents the frustration and disillusionment of the working class in post  

war Britain. His anger stems from his dissatisfaction with the stagnant social structure, the loss 

of idealism, and the lack of opportunities for people of his class. He challenges the complacency 

of the middle class and the established social order. 

 

7.  How does the theme of class conflict manifest in  Look Back in Anger?     

    Answer:  Class conflict is central to the play, as Jimmy, a working  class man, resents the 

privileged background of his wife, Alison, and her family. His anger reflects the tensions 

between the working and upper  middle classes in post  war Britain, where traditional class 

distinctions were being questioned but remained significant. 

 

8.  What role does Alison’s character play in  Look Back in Anger?     

    Answer:  Alison represents the passive, suffering wife in the face of Jimmy's emotional abuse. 

Her upper  middle  class background contrasts sharply with Jimmy's working  class frustrations. 

Throughout the play, she struggles to reconcile her love for Jimmy with his volatile behavior and 

eventually leaves him, symbolizing the breakdown of their relationship. 

 

9.  Why is the title  Look Back in Anger significant?     

    Answer:  The title reflects Jimmy Porter’s constant frustration with his life and society. He 

looks back in anger at a world that has failed to fulfill his expectations, and his anger is directed 

at both the personal (his relationships) and societal (class and post  war disillusionment) levels. 

 

10.  How does Osborne use the character of Cliff to balance the tension in  Look Back in Anger?     

     Answer:  Cliff, a friend of Jimmy and Alison, serves as a moderating influence in the play. 

His calm and affable nature contrasts with Jimmy’s anger and serves to diffuse some of the 

tension. He represents the possibility of reconciliation and understanding, but his character also 

highlights the extent of Jimmy’s discontent. 

11.  What is the significance of Vladimir and Estragon's endless waiting in  Waiting for Godot?     

     Answer:  The endless waiting reflects the existential theme of the search for meaning in a 

seemingly meaningless world. Vladimir and Estragon’s inability to take decisive action or move 



                                             English Literature (18th to 20th century) A040702T 

 
 

84 
 

forward symbolizes the human condition of uncertainty and the futility of expecting external 

salvation or purpose. 

 

12.  How does Beckett explore the theme of existentialism in  Waiting for Godot?     

     Answer:  Beckett’s play explores existentialist ideas such as the absurdity of life, the lack of 

inherent meaning in the world, and the isolation of individuals. The characters’ repetitive 

dialogue, lack of meaningful action, and constant waiting reflect the existential belief that 

humans must create their own meaning in an indifferent universe. 

 

13.  What is the role of Pozzo and Lucky in  Waiting for Godot?     

     Answer:  Pozzo and Lucky serve as a distorted reflection of the master  servant relationship 

and introduce themes of power, dependence, and control. Their interactions with Vladimir and 

Estragon offer a contrast to the protagonists’ waiting, highlighting themes of human suffering, 

domination, and the absurdity of existence. 

 

14.  Why is Godot's absence significant in  Waiting for Godot?     

     Answer:  Godot’s absence reinforces the play’s central theme of existential uncertainty. The 

characters wait for someone who never arrives, suggesting that the search for meaning or 

salvation is futile. Godot’s absence can be interpreted as a metaphor for the elusive nature of 

purpose or divine intervention in human life. 

 

15.  How does the circular structure of  Waiting for Godot contribute to its meaning?     

     Answer:  The play’s circular structure, where the characters end in the same place they began, 

underscores the theme of stagnation and the repetitive, futile nature of life. The lack of progress 

reflects the existential idea that life is an endless cycle of waiting, with no resolution or 

fulfillment. 

 

16.  How does Pinter explore power dynamics in  The Homecoming?     

     Answer:  Power dynamics in The Homecoming are explored through the interactions between 

the male characters and Ruth. The men in the family, particularly Max and Lenny, attempt to 
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exert dominance, but Ruth ultimately subverts traditional gender roles and takes control of the 

household, reversing the power structure. 

 

17.  What is the significance of the title  The Homecoming?     

     Answer:  The title refers to Teddy’s return to his family home with his wife, Ruth, after living 

abroad. However, the "homecoming" takes on a deeper meaning as Ruth, rather than Teddy, 

becomes central to the household, assuming a dominant role and altering the family dynamics. 

 

18.  How does Ruth’s character challenge traditional gender roles in  The Homecoming?     

     Answer:  Ruth begins the play as a seemingly passive character, but by the end, she assumes 

control over the male characters, challenging traditional notions of female submission. Her 

transformation highlights themes of power, sexuality, and dominance, making her the central 

figure in the family. 

 

19.  What role does silence and pauses play in  The Homecoming?     

     Answer:  Pinter’s use of silence and pauses heightens the tension and ambiguity in the play. 

These moments of silence often reveal more than the dialogue, suggesting underlying emotions, 

power struggles, and unspoken conflicts among the characters. 

 

20.  What is the significance of the ending of  The Homecoming?     

     Answer:  The play ends ambiguously, with Ruth firmly established in a position of power, 

having shifted the family dynamics. The ending leaves the audience questioning the nature of her 

control and the future of the family, reflecting Pinter’s themes of uncertainty and the complexity 

of human relationships. 

 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  Discuss the theme of fate and inevitability in  Riders to the Sea. How does Synge convey the 

powerlessness of humans against nature?     
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    Answer:  The theme of fate and inevitability is central to Riders to the Sea. Synge portrays the 

characters, particularly Maurya, as being subject to the overwhelming force of nature, 

symbolized by the sea. The sea, which provides sustenance to the islanders, also claims the lives 

of Maurya's sons, illustrating the duality of life and death. Maurya’s acceptance of her sons’ 

deaths reflects the fatalistic attitude of the islanders, who understand that they are powerless 

against the natural forces that govern their lives. The recurring imagery of the sea, the repetitive 

cycle of loss, and the final acceptance of Bartley's death all emphasize that human life is 

governed by forces beyond human control, making the play a profound meditation on the 

inevitability of death. 

 

2.  Analyze the character of Maurya in  Riders to the Sea. How does she embody the themes of 

the play?     

    Answer:  Maurya is the central figure in Riders to the Sea, embodying the themes of loss, 

suffering, and resignation to fate. As a mother who has lost all her sons to the sea, she represents 

the tragedy of human existence in the face of nature’s power. Her stoicism and acceptance of 

Bartley’s death signify a deep understanding of the cycle of life and death. Throughout the play, 

Maurya transitions from a grieving mother to a figure of wisdom and acceptance, symbolizing 

the endurance of the human spirit. Her final lines, where she expresses peace now that she has 

nothing more to lose, encapsulate the theme of inevitable loss and the peace that comes with the 

acceptance of fate. 

 

3.  Examine the role of class conflict in  Look Back in Anger. How does Jimmy Porter’s anger 

reflect the socio  political climate of post  war Britain?     

    Answer:  Class conflict is a significant theme in Look Back in Anger, with Jimmy Porter 

embodying the frustrations of the working class in post  war Britain. Jimmy’s anger is directed at 

the upper  middle  class society, which he feels has marginalized and ignored people like him. 

His resentment toward Alison’s privileged background reflects the broader social tensions of the 

time, as the traditional class structures were being challenged. Post  war Britain saw the rise of 

the welfare state, but many working  class individuals, like Jimmy, felt alienated and 

disillusioned by the slow pace of change. Jimmy’s tirades against the establishment, his 

education, and the people around him are emblematic of the frustrations felt by many who found 

themselves trapped between old societal norms and the promises of a new, more egalitarian 

Britain. 
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4.  How does Jimmy Porter’s character function as a representation of the “Angry Young Men” 

movement in British theatre?    

    Answer:  Jimmy Porter is a quintessential example of the “Angry Young Men” movement that 

emerged in British theatre during the 1950s. This movement focused on characters who were 

disillusioned with the status quo and expressed their frustration through anger and rebellion. 

Jimmy’s dissatisfaction with the social system, his railing against the complacency of the upper 

classes, and his rejection of traditional values reflect the central concerns of the movement. His 

anger is not only personal but also a reflection of broader social discontent, as he feels 

marginalized by a society that offers him few opportunities despite his education. The 

movement’s emphasis on raw emotion, realism, and social critique is embodied in Jimmy’s 

volatile personality and his relentless pursuit of authenticity in a world he views as hypocritical 

and stagnant. 

 

5.  Discuss the significance of Alison’s character in  Look Back in Anger. How does her 

relationship with Jimmy highlight the themes of the play?     

    Answer:  Alison’s character is crucial in highlighting the themes of class conflict and 

emotional disconnection in Look Back in Anger. As a member of the upper  middle class, Alison 

represents the complacency and detachment that Jimmy despises. Her passive demeanor and 

quiet suffering in the face of Jimmy’s abuse reflect the emotional complexity of their 

relationship. Alison is torn between her love for Jimmy and the pain caused by his relentless 

anger. Her eventual decision to leave him, and later her return, demonstrate the difficulty of 

escaping the emotional and psychological bonds that define their relationship. Alison’s presence 

in the play emphasizes the class divide between her and Jimmy, and her suffering serves as a 

contrast to Jimmy’s outward expression of anger, suggesting that emotional repression is just as 

destructive as anger. 

 

6.  Explore the theme of existentialism in  Waiting for Godot. How do Vladimir and Estragon’s 

actions reflect the play’s existential concerns?     

    Answer:  Waiting for Godot is often considered an existentialist play, as it grapples with 

themes of meaning, uncertainty, and the human condition. Vladimir and Estragon’s actions—or 

lack thereof—reflect the existential concern with the search for purpose in a seemingly 

indifferent and meaningless universe. Their endless waiting for Godot, who never arrives, 

symbolizes the futility of waiting for external salvation or meaning. The repetitive dialogue, their 

inability to make significant decisions, and the absurdity of their situation reflect the existential 

belief that life has no inherent meaning, and it is up to individuals to create their own purpose. 
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The characters’ discussions about suicide, their fleeting hopes, and the passage of time further 

emphasize the existential theme of human beings trapped in a meaningless world, seeking 

answers that may never come. 

 

7.  What is the significance of the relationship between Pozzo and Lucky in  Waiting for Godot? 

How does it contribute to the play’s exploration of power and dependency?     

    Answer:  The relationship between Pozzo and Lucky in Waiting for Godot serves as a 

distorted reflection of power dynamics and human dependency. Pozzo, the master, exerts control 

over Lucky, the servant, highlighting themes of domination and submission. However, their 

relationship is complex, as Pozzo is dependent on Lucky for companionship and obedience, 

while Lucky is physically bound to Pozzo but mentally independent, as seen in his incoherent 

“thinking” monologue. The deterioration of Pozzo and Lucky’s relationship in the second act, 

where Pozzo becomes blind and Lucky mute, further explores the fragility of power structures 

and the inevitable decay of human relationships. This relationship contributes to the play’s 

exploration of existential themes by illustrating the arbitrary nature of power and the 

interdependence of human beings, even in relationships that seem defined by oppression. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS  

1.  What is the main cause of tragedy in  Riders to the Sea?     

   A) War   

   B) Poverty   

   C) The sea   

   D) Illness   

    Answer:  C) The sea 

 

2.  How many sons does Maurya lose in the play?    

   A) 3   

   B) 4   

   C) 5   
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   D) 6   

    Answer:  D) 6 

 

3.  What is the primary setting of  Riders to the Sea?     

   A) A fishing village in Ireland   

   B) A city in England   

   C) A farm in Scotland   

   D) An island in Greece   

    Answer:  A) A fishing village in Ireland 

 

4.  Which of the following best describes Maurya's attitude toward the sea?    

   A) Hatred   

   B) Resignation   

   C) Joy   

   D) Indifference   

    Answer:  B) Resignation 

 

5.  What does Maurya see in her vision that foreshadows Bartley’s death?    

   A) A white horse   

   B) Her other sons   

   C) The waves   

   D) A ship   

    Answer:  B) Her other sons 
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6.  Which character is the protagonist of  Look Back in Anger?     

   A) Cliff   

   B) Jimmy   

   C) Alison   

   D) Helena   

    Answer:  B) Jimmy 

 

7.  What object in the play symbolizes Jimmy and Alison's emotional connection?    

   A) A teddy bear   

   B) A clock   

   C) A trumpet   

   D) A drawer   

    Answer:  A) A teddy bear 

 

8.  In  Look Back in Anger, what does Jimmy criticize Alison for?     

   A) Her beauty   

   B) Her middle  class background   

   C) Her intelligence   

   D) Her work ethic   

    Answer:  B) Her middle  class background 

 

9.  Who comes to stay with Jimmy and Alison in  Look Back in Anger?     

   A) Helena   

   B) Cliff   
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   C) Alison’s father   

   D) Hugh   

    Answer:  A) Helena 

 

10.  What is the primary theme of  Look Back in Anger?     

    A) Love   

    B) Revenge   

    C) Class conflict   

    D) Adventure   

     Answer:  C) Class conflict 

 

11.  Who are the two main characters waiting for in  Waiting for Godot?     

    A) Pozzo   

    B) Lucky   

    C) Godot   

    D) Estragon   

     Answer:  C) Godot 

 

12.  What type of play is  Waiting for Godot considered?     

    A) A romantic comedy   

    B) A tragedy   

    C) An absurdist play   

    D) A historical drama   

     Answer:  C) An absurdist play 
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13.  What does Pozzo use to control Lucky in  Waiting for Godot?     

    A) A leash   

    B) A whistle   

    C) A stick   

    D) A rope   

     Answer:  D) A rope 

 

14.  What action do Vladimir and Estragon consider repeatedly but never carry out?    

    A) Traveling   

    B) Suicide   

    C) Fighting   

    D) Dancing   

     Answer:  B) Suicide 

 

15.  What is the significance of the tree in  Waiting for Godot?     

    A) It provides food   

    B) It offers shade   

    C) It symbolizes hope   

    D) It symbolizes time   

     Answer:  D) It symbolizes time 
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16.  Who is the first character to speak in  The Homecoming?     

    A) Max   

    B) Lenny   

    C) Teddy   

    D) Ruth   

     Answer:  A) Max 

 

17.  What is the relationship between Ruth and Teddy in  The Homecoming?     

    A) Mother and son   

    B) Husband and wife   

    C) Siblings   

    D) Friends   

     Answer:  B) Husband and wife 

 

18.  In  The Homecoming, how does Ruth assert control over the men?     

    A) Through violence   

    B) Through her sexuality   

    C) Through wealth   

    D) Through intellect   

     Answer:  B) Through her sexuality 

 

19.  What profession does Teddy have in  The Homecoming?     

    A) Doctor   

    B) Lawyer   
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    C) Philosopher   

    D) Soldier   

     Answer:  C) Philosopher 

 

20.  What is a central theme of  The Homecoming?     

    A) The breakdown of family   

    B) War   

    C) The search for meaning   

    D) Love   

     Answer:  A) The breakdown of family 
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UNIT VI 

 

FICTION 

Jonathan Swift –  Gulliver’s Travels     

   Gulliver’s Travels (1726) is a satirical novel that follows Lemuel Gulliver’s voyages to various 

strange lands, including Lilliput (a land of tiny people) and Brobdingnag (a land of giants). 

Through these voyages, Swift critiques human nature, politics, and society, using satire to 

highlight the absurdities of contemporary life. 

 

Samuel Richardson –  Pamela     

   Pamela (1740) is an epistolary novel that tells the story of a young servant girl, Pamela, who 

resists her master's attempts at seduction. Ultimately, her virtue is rewarded when he reforms and 

marries her. The novel emphasizes themes of virtue, class mobility, and moral integrity. 

 

Emily Brontë –  Wuthering Heights     

   Wuthering Heights (1847) is a Gothic novel that tells the story of the intense and destructive 

love between Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw. Set on the Yorkshire moors, it explores themes 

of passion, revenge, and the consequences of obsessive love, as well as social class and family 

dynamics. 

 

Charlotte Brontë –  Jane Eyre     

   Jane Eyre (1847) is a Bildungsroman that follows the life of the orphaned Jane Eyre, as she 

grows up facing hardship and ultimately finds love with the enigmatic Mr. Rochester. The novel 

explores themes of independence, morality, gender roles, and social criticism. 

 

Joseph Conrad –  Heart of Darkness     

   Heart of Darkness (1899) is a novella about Charles Marlow's journey into the African Congo 

in search of Kurtz, a mysterious ivory trader. The novel critiques European colonialism, 

exploring the darkness within human nature and the horrors of imperialism. 
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D.H. Lawrence –  Women in Love     

   Women in Love (1920) is a complex novel that follows the relationships of two couples, 

Ursula and Rupert, and Gudrun and Gerald. The novel explores themes of love, desire, 

industrialization, and the human struggle to find meaning in a mechanized world. It also 

examines sexual dynamics and emotional fulfillment. 

 

James Joyce –  A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man     

   A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man (1916) is a semi  autobiographical novel that follows 

the development of Stephen Dedalus as he grapples with issues of identity, religion, and the role 

of the artist in society. The novel is noted for its use of stream  of  consciousness narrative and its 

exploration of the individual’s search for meaning. 

 

Virginia Woolf –  To the Lighthouse     

   To the Lighthouse (1927) is a modernist novel that focuses on the Ramsay family and their 

visits to their summer home in Scotland. The novel explores themes of time, memory, and the 

inner lives of the characters through its experimental narrative techniques, including stream  of  

consciousness and shifting perspectives. Woolf delves into the human experience of loss, 

ambition, and the passage of time. 

 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  What are the four main locations Gulliver visits in  Gulliver’s Travels?     

    Answer:  Lilliput, Brobdingnag, Laputa, and the land of the Houyhnhnms. 

 

2.  What is the primary satire in  Gulliver’s Travels?     

    Answer:  The book satirizes human nature, politics, and society through Gulliver’s encounters 

with strange and exaggerated societies. 

 



                                             English Literature (18th to 20th century) A040702T 

 
 

97 
 

3.  What is the nature of the Houyhnhnms in  Gulliver’s Travels?     

    Answer:  The Houyhnhnms are intelligent, rational horses who embody reason and order, 

contrasting with the savage, human  like Yahoos. 

 

4.  How does  Gulliver’s Travels end?     

    Answer:  Gulliver returns home but is disillusioned with humanity, preferring the company of 

horses to people. 

 

5.  What is the central plot of  Pamela?     

    Answer:  It follows the story of Pamela, a young servant, who resists her master's advances 

and eventually marries him after he reforms. 

 

6.  Why is  Pamela considered an important novel in English literature?     

    Answer:  It is one of the earliest English novels and helped popularize the epistolary form. 

 

7.  What does Pamela’s virtue symbolize in the novel?    

    Answer:  Pamela’s virtue symbolizes moral integrity, emphasizing the importance of chastity 

and social mobility. 

 

8.  How does Pamela’s master change over the course of the novel?    

    Answer:  He transforms from a predatory figure to a repentant man who marries Pamela, 

acknowledging her virtue. 

 

9.  What is the main theme of  Wuthering Heights?     

    Answer:  The destructive power of love and revenge, especially through the intense 

relationship between Heathcliff and Catherine. 
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10.  Who narrates the story in  Wuthering Heights?     

     Answer:  Mr. Lockwood and Nelly Dean. 

 

11.  What is Heathcliff’s role in the novel?    

     Answer:  Heathcliff is an orphan who rises in status but becomes consumed by his desire for 

revenge against those who wronged him. 

 

12.  How does  Wuthering Heights explore social class?     

     Answer:  The novel portrays tensions between different social classes, particularly through 

Heathcliff's status as an orphan and outsider. 

 

13.  What is the central conflict in  Jane Eyre?     

     Answer:  Jane’s internal struggle between her moral and emotional needs, particularly in her 

relationship with Mr. Rochester. 

 

14.  Who is Bertha Mason in  Jane Eyre?     

     Answer:  Bertha Mason is Mr. Rochester’s first wife, who is kept locked in the attic due to 

her mental illness. 

 

15.  How does  Jane Eyre challenge Victorian gender roles?     

     Answer:  Jane Eyre asserts her independence and demands to be treated as an equal in her 

relationship with Mr. Rochester. 

 

16.  What role does religion play in  Jane Eyre?     

     Answer:  Religion is explored through different characters, such as Mr. Brocklehurst’s 

hypocrisy and Helen Burns’s passive faith, as Jane navigates her own moral beliefs. 
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17.  What is the main theme of  Heart of Darkness?     

     Answer:  The novella explores the darkness within human nature and critiques the brutality of 

European colonialism. 

 

18.  Who is Kurtz in  Heart of Darkness?     

     Answer:  Kurtz is a European ivory trader who becomes consumed by power and loses his 

sanity in the African jungle. 

 

19.  What does the journey up the Congo River symbolize?    

     Answer:  The journey symbolizes a descent into the primal and savage aspects of human 

nature. 

 

20.  What are Kurtz's last words in  Heart of Darkness?     

     Answer:  “The horror! The horror!” 

 

.SHORT TYPE QUEZTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  What is the significance of the Lilliputians in Swift’s satire, and how do they reflect European 

society?    

    Answer:  The Lilliputians represent the pettiness and triviality of European politics. Swift uses 

their absurd conflicts and their treatment of Gulliver to mock the self  importance of European 

rulers and the often shallow nature of political disputes. 

 

2.  How does Gulliver’s view of humanity change by the end of his travels, particularly after 

visiting the Houyhnhnms?    

    Answer:  By the end of his travels, especially after living among the rational Houyhnhnms, 

Gulliver becomes disgusted with humanity. He views humans as corrupt and irrational, similar to 

the Yahoos, and chooses to live in isolation, preferring the company of horses. 
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3.  How does Samuel Richardson use the epistolary form in  Pamela to develop the character of 

Pamela and the novel’s themes?     

    Answer:  The epistolary form allows Richardson to present Pamela’s inner thoughts and 

emotions directly to the reader, making her struggle for virtue personal and relatable. The form 

also emphasizes the theme of surveillance, as Pamela’s letters document her resistance to Mr. 

B’s advances, serving as a form of self  defense and a record of her virtue. 

 

4.  What role does social class play in  Pamela, and how does it affect the relationship between 

Pamela and Mr. B?     

    Answer:  Social class is central to Pamela, as it highlights the power dynamics between 

Pamela, a servant, and Mr. B, her wealthy master. Initially, Mr. B’s higher social status allows 

him to exert power over Pamela, but her steadfast virtue ultimately elevates her position, leading 

to a marriage that defies class expectations. 

 

5.  How does Heathcliff’s status as an outsider affect his actions and relationships throughout  

Wuthering Heights?     

    Answer:  Heathcliff’s status as an orphan and outsider is a source of pain and resentment, 

fueling his desire for revenge against those who wronged him, particularly Hindley and the 

Lintons. His outsider status also deepens his obsessive love for Catherine, as he feels alienated 

from society and believes she is the only person who understands him. 

 

6.  What role does nature play in  Wuthering Heights, particularly in relation to the characters of 

Heathcliff and Catherine?     

    Answer:  Nature in Wuthering Heights mirrors the wild and untamed passion of Heathcliff and 

Catherine. The stormy, desolate moors reflect their intense emotions and the destructive nature 

of their love, in contrast to the calm, orderly atmosphere of Thrushcross Grange, which 

symbolizes the conventionality of the Lintons. 

 

7.  How does Emily Brontë use the dual narrators, Mr. Lockwood and Nelly Dean, to shape the 

reader’s understanding of the events in  Wuthering Heights?     
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    Answer:  The use of dual narrators creates a layered and often unreliable narrative, forcing the 

reader to interpret the story through their perspectives. Mr. Lockwood is an outsider who 

misjudges the situation, while Nelly Dean is a more involved but biased narrator. This narrative 

structure complicates the truth and deepens the novel’s exploration of perspective and 

storytelling. 

 

8.  How does  Jane Eyre challenge Victorian ideals of femininity, and what makes Jane Eyre a 

feminist character?     

    Answer:  Jane Eyre challenges Victorian ideals by portraying Jane as a strong, independent 

woman who seeks equality and respect in her relationships, particularly with Mr. Rochester. Jane 

asserts her moral and emotional autonomy, refusing to sacrifice her self  respect even for love, 

making her a proto  feminist character. 

 

9.  What is the significance of the “red room” in  Jane Eyre, and how does it symbolize Jane’s 

emotional and social struggles?     

    Answer:  The “red room” symbolizes Jane’s oppression and isolation, both within the Reed 

household and in broader society. The room, where Jane is punished and locked away, represents 

the constraints placed on her as a poor, orphaned girl, foreshadowing her later struggles for 

independence and self  worth. 

 

10.  How does the character of Bertha Mason serve as a foil to Jane Eyre in the novel?    

     Answer:  Bertha Mason, as Rochester’s mad wife, serves as a foil to Jane by representing the 

consequences of unchecked passion and the repression of women’s autonomy. While Bertha is 

trapped in madness and confinement, Jane seeks emotional control and moral independence, 

highlighting the novel’s themes of self  discipline and the dangers of societal repression. 

 

11.  How does Joseph Conrad critique European imperialism in  Heart of Darkness through 

Marlow’s journey into the Congo?     

     Answer:  Conrad critiques imperialism by exposing the greed, brutality, and dehumanization 

it fosters. Marlow’s journey into the Congo reveals the hypocrisy of the European “civilizing 

mission,” as he witnesses the exploitation and suffering of the native population, ultimately 

concluding that European colonizers are driven by selfish desires rather than noble intentions. 
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12.  What does Kurtz represent in  Heart of Darkness, and how does his character reflect the 

themes of power and corruption?     

     Answer:  Kurtz represents the corrupting influence of unchecked power and the moral decay 

that results from imperialism. His descent into madness and his god  like status among the 

natives illustrate the dangers of isolation and the loss of moral restraint in the face of absolute 

power. 

 

 

13.  How do the relationships between the two central couples in  Women in Love (Ursula and 

Rupert, Gudrun and Gerald) reflect Lawrence’s exploration of love and human connection?     

     Answer:  The relationships reflect Lawrence’s exploration of the complexities of love, desire, 

and power. Ursula and Rupert’s relationship represents a more spiritual and equal connection, 

while Gudrun and Gerald’s relationship is characterized by dominance, control, and destruction, 

illustrating the novel’s themes of emotional fulfillment and the human struggle for balance 

between individuality and intimacy. 

 

14.  What role does industrialization play in  Women in Love, and how does it affect the 

characters’ lives and relationships?     

     Answer:  Industrialization is depicted as dehumanizing and destructive, particularly in the 

coal mines owned by Gerald. The mechanization of society creates emotional and spiritual 

alienation for the characters, contributing to the breakdown of human relationships and the 

novel’s portrayal of the modern world as cold and impersonal. 

 

15.  How does Stephen Dedalus’s journey in  A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man reflect his 

search for identity and artistic freedom?     

     Answer:  Stephen’s journey reflects his struggle to break free from the constraints of family, 

religion, and nationality in order to forge his own identity as an artist. His rejection of 

Catholicism and Irish political concerns symbolizes his desire for intellectual and creative 

autonomy, culminating in his decision to leave Ireland and pursue his artistic calling abroad. 
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. 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

  

1.  How does Swift use satire in  Gulliver's Travels to criticize human nature and society, 

particularly through Gulliver’s encounters with different civilizations?   

    Answer:  Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels is a sharp satire that critiques European society by 

exaggerating and distorting human behavior. In Lilliput, Gulliver encounters small  minded 

people whose trivial conflicts over the correct way to crack an egg reflect the absurdity of 

political disputes in Europe. In Brobdingnag, the giant king’s disdain for European society 

exposes the hypocrisy and cruelty of European imperialism. The Houyhnhnms, rational and 

virtuous horses, contrast with the brutish Yahoos, representing the degeneration of humanity. 

Through these encounters, Swift attacks human pride, political corruption, and the moral failures 

of society. 

 

2.  What is the role of power dynamics in  Gulliver's Travels, and how does Gulliver’s position 

shift in each of the lands he visits?   

    Answer:  Power dynamics are central to Gulliver’s experiences, and his position shifts 

dramatically in each land, allowing Swift to explore different aspects of authority and 

subjugation. In Lilliput, Gulliver’s physical superiority grants him immense power, but he is still 

subjected to the petty politics of the tiny people. In Brobdingnag, he is physically weak and 

vulnerable, and the giants treat him as an amusing pet. In the land of the Houyhnhnms, Gulliver 

is seen as a grotesque Yahoo, representing humanity’s basest instincts, leading him to renounce 

his own kind. These shifts highlight the relative nature of power and question humanity’s moral 

authority. 

 

 

3.  In what ways does  Pamela challenge or reinforce the social and gender hierarchies of 18th  

century England?   

    Answer:  Pamela both challenges and reinforces social and gender hierarchies of its time. On 

one hand, Pamela’s resistance to Mr. B’s advances and her eventual elevation through marriage 

challenge the rigid class structures by suggesting that virtue, rather than birth, should determine a 

person’s worth. Pamela’s moral fortitude allows her to rise above her station. On the other hand, 
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the novel reinforces gender hierarchies, as Pamela’s ultimate reward is marriage, and her virtue 

is defined in terms of sexual chastity. The novel also upholds the idea that women’s primary 

value lies in their purity and obedience to men. 

 

4.  How does Richardson develop the theme of virtue in  Pamela, and how is Pamela’s character 

tested throughout the novel?   

    Answer:  Virtue is the central theme of Pamela, and Richardson develops it by subjecting 

Pamela to a series of trials that test her resolve and moral strength. Mr. B’s relentless pursuit and 

attempts to seduce Pamela place her in a position where she must constantly defend her virtue. 

Her ability to resist not only Mr. B but also the temptations of wealth and comfort is depicted as 

a triumph of moral integrity. Pamela’s letters serve as both a record of her experiences and a 

reflection of her inner moral struggle, emphasizing her piety, humility, and determination to 

maintain her virtue despite adversity. 

 

5.  Discuss the theme of revenge in  Wuthering Heights, focusing on how Heathcliff’s quest for 

vengeance affects the lives of those around him.   

    Answer:  Revenge is a driving force in Wuthering Heights, with Heathcliff’s desire for 

vengeance shaping much of the plot. Heathcliff’s love for Catherine is intertwined with his 

hatred for those who wronged him, particularly Hindley and the Linton family. After Catherine’s 

death, Heathcliff becomes consumed by a desire to destroy the lives of those who separated him 

from her, seeking revenge on Hindley by taking control of Wuthering Heights and exploiting 

Hindley’s son, Hareton. His marriage to Isabella Linton is part of his plan to ruin the Linton 

family, and his manipulation of young Cathy and Linton further extends his revenge across 

generations. Heathcliff’s pursuit of vengeance ultimately leads to the destruction of his own 

humanity and the suffering of nearly everyone in his orbit. 

 

6.  Analyze the complex relationship between Catherine and Heathcliff in  Wuthering Heights, 

focusing on how their love transcends and defies conventional romantic relationships.   

    Answer:  The relationship between Catherine and Heathcliff is one of the most intense and 

destructive in literature, defying conventional romantic norms. Their bond is more akin to a 

deep, existential connection rather than a traditional love affair. Catherine famously declares that 

Heathcliff is “more myself than I am,” suggesting that their identities are inextricably linked. 

However, Catherine’s decision to marry Edgar Linton for social status rather than Heathcliff 

drives a wedge between them, leading to Heathcliff’s descent into vengeance. Their love, far 
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from being redemptive, is characterized by obsession and destruction, with both characters 

causing immense harm to themselves and those around them. In death, Catherine and Heathcliff 

remain connected, suggesting that their bond transcends the boundaries of life. 

 

7.  How does  Jane Eyre explore the theme of independence and self  respect, particularly in 

Jane’s relationships with Rochester and St. John?   

    Answer:  Jane Eyre is fundamentally about Jane’s quest for independence and self  respect in a 

society that seeks to subdue her. Her relationship with Rochester challenges her sense of self  

worth, as she struggles to reconcile her love for him with her need for equality. When she learns 

about Rochester’s marriage to Bertha Mason, Jane refuses to become his mistress, choosing to 

leave Thornfield rather than compromise her principles. Similarly, St. John’s proposal of 

marriage, framed as a duty, is rejected because it would require Jane to sacrifice her emotional 

autonomy. In both cases, Jane prioritizes her sense of self  respect and independence over 

societal expectations and personal desires. 

 

8.  In what ways does the character of Bertha Mason function as a symbol in  Jane Eyre, and how 

does she reflect Victorian anxieties about race, gender, and madness?   

    Answer:  Bertha Mason is a complex and controversial figure in Jane Eyre, serving as a 

symbol of both the repressed and the exotic. As a Creole woman, Bertha reflects Victorian 

anxieties about race and colonialism, with her "otherness" contributing to her portrayal as a 

savage and uncontrollable force. Her madness, kept hidden in the attic, symbolizes the Victorian 

fear of mental illness and the repression of women’s emotions and sexuality. Bertha’s fiery 

demise can be seen as both a literal and symbolic purging of these anxieties, paving the way for 

Jane and Rochester’s union. However, Bertha also represents the darker consequences of societal 

repression and the silencing of women who do not conform to Victorian ideals. 

 

 

9.  How does Joseph Conrad use symbolism in  Heart of Darkness to critique European 

imperialism and the darkness inherent in human nature?   

    Answer:  In Heart of Darkness, Conrad uses powerful symbols to critique European 

imperialism and explore the darkness within human nature. The Congo River itself symbolizes 

both the journey into the unknown and the winding path into the human psyche. The 

impenetrable jungle represents the chaotic and destructive force of nature, which contrasts with 
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the supposed "civilization" brought by the Europeans. Kurtz, who becomes a symbol of the 

corrupting power of unchecked authority, represents the moral and psychological collapse that 

imperialism induces. His famous last words, "The horror! The horror!" encapsulate the 

realization of the darkness that exists within humanity when societal restraints are removed. 

 

10.  How does  Women in Love explore the tension between individual desires and societal 

expectations, particularly through the relationships of Ursula and Rupert, and Gudrun and 

Gerald?   

    Answer:  Women in Love delves into the tension between individual desires and societal 

expectations, especially in the contrasting relationships of Ursula and Rupert, and Gudrun and 

Gerald. Ursula and Rupert seek a more spiritual and equal partnership, rebelling against 

traditional societal expectations of marriage and gender roles. However, their relationship is 

fraught with the difficulty of balancing personal autonomy with the need for connection. In 

contrast, Gudrun and Gerald’s relationship is dominated by power struggles and destructive 

passion, reflecting Lawrence’s exploration of industrialization’s dehumanizing effect on modern 

relationships. The novel suggests that true love requires a balance between independence and 

emotional union, a balance that few can achieve. 

 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS  

 

1.  Which of the following is NOT one of the lands Gulliver visits in  Gulliver's Travels?     

   A) Lilliput   

   B) Brobdingnag   

   C) Laputa   

   D) Utopia   

    Answer:  D) Utopia 

 

2.  What is the main satirical target of the Lilliputians in  Gulliver’s Travels?     
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   A) Religion   

   B) Politics   

   C) Science   

   D) Education   

    Answer:  B) Politics 

 

3.  What physical characteristic distinguishes the Brobdingnagians from the Lilliputians?    

   A) They are giants.   

   B) They are invisible.   

   C) They have wings.   

   D) They are tiny.   

    Answer:  A) They are giants. 

 

4.  Who are the Houyhnhnms in  Gulliver's Travels?     

   A) Talking horses   

   B) Giants   

   C) Robots   

   D) Fairies   

    Answer:  A) Talking horses 

 

5.  What do the Yahoos represent in  Gulliver’s Travels?     

   A) Human nature at its worst   

   B) Scientific progress   

   C) The ruling class   
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   D) Religious leaders   

    Answer:  A) Human nature at its worst 

 

 

6.  What is the central conflict in  Pamela?     

   A) Pamela's efforts to escape from an abusive master   

   B) Pamela's struggle to gain wealth and status   

   C) Pamela’s search for her lost family   

   D) Pamela’s journey to find a new home   

    Answer:  A) Pamela's efforts to escape from an abusive master 

 

7.  What event marks the climax of  Pamela?     

   A) Pamela marries Mr. B.   

   B) Pamela escapes to her family’s house.   

   C) Pamela inherits a fortune.   

   D) Pamela becomes a governess.   

    Answer:  A) Pamela marries Mr. B. 

 

8.  Why does Pamela initially resist Mr. B's advances?    

   A) She is in love with another man.   

   B) She believes in maintaining her virtue.   

   C) She dislikes him.   

   D) She fears public scandal.   

    Answer:  B) She believes in maintaining her virtue. 
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9.  What literary form does  Pamela take?     

   A) Diary entries   

   B) Letters   

   C) Epic poetry   

   D) A journal   

    Answer:  B) Letters 

 

10.  What is Pamela's social status at the beginning of the novel?    

    A) Aristocrat   

    B) Servant   

    C) Middle  class merchant   

    D) Governess   

     Answer:  B) Servant 

 

 

11.  Who narrates most of the story in  Wuthering Heights?     

    A) Heathcliff   

    B) Catherine Earnshaw   

    C) Lockwood   

    D) Nelly Dean   

     Answer:  D) Nelly Dean 

 

12.  What is the relationship between Catherine Earnshaw and Heathcliff?    
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    A) Siblings   

    B) Adopted siblings and lovers   

    C) Friends   

    D) Neighbors   

     Answer:  B) Adopted siblings and lovers 

 

13.  What is the name of the Earnshaw family estate?    

    A) Thrushcross Grange   

    B) Wuthering Heights   

    C) Manderley   

    D) Gateshead   

     Answer:  B) Wuthering Heights 

 

14.  What leads to Catherine's death in  Wuthering Heights?     

    A) A horseback riding accident   

    B) Childbirth complications   

    C) A fever and emotional stress   

    D) An attack by Heathcliff   

     Answer:  C) A fever and emotional stress 

 

15.  How does Heathcliff seek revenge on Hindley and the Linton family?    

    A) By taking control of their estates   

    B) By leaving the country   

    C) By marrying Catherine   
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    D) By forgiving them   

     Answer:  A) By taking control of their estates 

 

 

16.  What is the name of the estate where Jane Eyre works as a governess?    

    A) Wuthering Heights   

    B) Thornfield Hall   

    C) Manderley   

    D) Pemberley   

     Answer:  B) Thornfield Hall 

 

17.  Who is the mysterious figure locked in the attic at Thornfield Hall?    

    A) Mrs. Fairfax   

    B) Adele   

    C) Bertha Mason   

    D) Blanche Ingram   

     Answer:  C) Bertha Mason 

 

18.  What moral dilemma does Jane face when she discovers Rochester’s secret?    

    A) Whether to remain at Thornfield despite being in love   

    B) Whether to marry St. John Rivers   

    C) Whether to leave Rochester after discovering he is already married   

    D) Whether to seek revenge on Rochester   

     Answer:  C) Whether to leave Rochester after discovering he is already married 
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19.  What is the main theme of  Jane Eyre?     

    A) Love vs. independence   

    B) Revenge   

    C) Family honor   

    D) Friendship   

     Answer:  A) Love vs. independence 

 

20.  What does Jane inherit from her uncle, giving her financial independence?    

    A) A small cottage   

    B) 20,000 pounds   

    C) An estate   

    D) A business   

     Answer:  B) 20,000 pounds 

 

 

21.  What river does Marlow travel along in  Heart of Darkness?     

    A) The Nile   

    B) The Amazon   

    C) The Congo   

    D) The Thames   

     Answer:  C) The Congo 

 

22.  Who is Kurtz in  Heart of Darkness?     
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    A) A missionary   

    B) A government official   

    C) An ivory trader with god  like status   

    D) Marlow's best friend   

     Answer:  C) An ivory trader with god  like status 

 

23.  What is Kurtz's famous last line in  Heart of Darkness?     

    A) "The horror! The horror!"   

    B) "It is finished."   

    C) "I have seen the light."   

    D) "All is lost."   

     Answer:  A) "The horror! The horror!" 

 

 

24.  What theme is central to  Women in Love?     

    A) Love and relationships   

    B) Class struggle   

    C) Nature vs. industrialization   

    D) All of the above   

     Answer:  D) All of the above 

 

25.  Who are the two central male characters in  Women in Love?     

    A) Rupert and Gerald   

    B) Lawrence and George   
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    C) Rupert and Clifford   

    D) Tom and Edgar   

     Answer:  A) Rupert and Gerald 

 

26.  What is Stephen Dedalus’s ultimate goal in  A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man?     

    A) To become a priest   

    B) To become an artist   

    C) To become a lawyer   

    D) To travel the world   

     Answer:  B) To become an artist 

 

27.  Which of the following themes is central to  A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man?     

    A) Alienation and rebellion   

    B) Love and romance   

    C) War and peace   

    D) Power and politics   

     Answer:  A) Alienation and rebellion 

 

 

28.  What is the central event that the Ramsay family plans in  To the Lighthouse?     

    A) A dinner party   

    B) A trip to the lighthouse   

    C) A family reunion   

    D) A wedding   
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     Answer:  B) A trip to the lighthouse 

 

29.  What major narrative technique does Virginia Woolf use in  To the Lighthouse?     

    A) Third  person limited narration   

    B) First  person perspective   

    C) Stream of consciousness   

    D) Flashback   

     Answer:  C) Stream of consciousness 

 

30.  What does the lighthouse symbolize in  To the Lighthouse?     

    A) Freedom   

    B) Hope and stability   

    C) Time and death   

    D) Enlightenment   

     Answer:  B) Hope and stability 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                             English Literature (18th to 20th century) A040702T 

 
 

116 
 

M.A.-I (Semester-I) Examination, 2023-24 

(NEP)ENGLISH [English Literature (18th  20th Century)] 

Time: Two Hours 

[Maximum Marks: 75] 

 

Note: Attempt questions from all Sections as directed. 

Inst. The candidates are required to answer only in serial order. If there are many parts of a 

question, answer them in continuation. 

 

 

 

Section  A (Short Answer Type Questions) 

 

Note: All questions are compulsory. Each question carries 5 marks. 

 

1. (A) Which age has been called 'The Age of Prose and Reason' and why? 

 

  (B) What is romanticism and how is it different from neo  classicism? Name the major romantic 

poets. 

 

(C) Who ruled over England during the Victorian age? What is Victorian compromise? 

 

(D) What does the phrase 'sweetness and light' mean in Arnold's 'Culture and Anarchy? Which 

age does Arnold belong to ? 
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(E) What is the full title of the poem, 'Tintern Abbey' and what is its significance? Who is 

Dorothy in the poem? 

 

(F) Is 'The Rape of the Lock' based on a true story? What is the occasion of the poem ? 

 

(G) What are the five sections of the poem, 'The Waste Land? What does the expression 

'wasteland' mean? 

 

(H) Who wrote 'Hawk Roosting? What image of the hawk do you have in the poem? 

 

(i) Name the main characters of the novel, 'To the Lighthouse'. What does the sea symbolize in 

the novel? 

 

Section  B 

 

(Long Answer Type Questions) 

 

Note: Attempt any one question. Each question carries 15 marks. 

 

2. Discuss 18th century as an 'Age of Prose and Reason'. 

 

3. Discuss the influence of the French Revolution on the literature of the Romantic Era. 

 

4. What does John Stuart Mill say in his essay, 'The Subjection of Women'? 

 

5. Discuss 'The Rape of the Lock' as a mock   heroic poem. 
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Section  C 

 

(Long Answer Type Questions) 

 

Note: Attempt any one question. Each question carries 15 marks. 

 

6. Give a summary of the poem, 'The Waste land'. 

 

7. Critically analyse W. B. Yeats' poem, 'The Second Coming'. 

 

8. What is the story of the play, 'Look Back in Anger'? Justify its title. 

 

9. Discuss 'Gulliver's Travels' as a satire. 

 

 

 


