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SYLLABUS 

Unit Topics 

 I SOCIO -POLITICAL AND LITERARY BACKGROUND 
 
 The Colonial Period (1607 1775) 

 The Revolutionary Period (1765 1790) 

 The Early National Period (1775 1828) 

 The American Renaissance (1828 186M5) 

 The Realistic Period (1865 1900) 

 The Naturalist Period (1900 1914) 

 The Modern Period (1914 1939) 

 The Beat Generation (1944 1962) 

   The Contemporary Period (1939 Present) 

 

II Prose 

Ralph Waldo Emerson :Self Reliance or The American Scholar  

Sojourner Truth :Ain’t I a Women 

Arthur Miller :Tragedy and the Common Man  

Martin Luther King Jr :I Have a Dream   

 

 

III POETRY 

 Edgar Allan Poe: "Raven" 

Emily Dickinson: "Because I could not stop for Death" 

Walt Whitman: "When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd" ,O Captain, My 

Captain" 

Robert Frost: "Mending Wall" 

Wallace Stevens: "The Snow Man" 

Sylvia Plath: "Tulips" 

Adrienne Rich: "Diving Into the Wreck" 

 

IV DRAMA 

Eugene O'Neill: Thirst (One Act Play) 

 Edward Albee: The Zoo Story (One Act Play) 

Lorraine Hansberry: A Raisin in the Sun 

  



                                                                             American Literature A040901T 
 
 

3 
 

 

V SHORT STORY/FICTION 

 Edgar Allan Poe: The Purloined Letter 

 F. Scott Fitzgerald: The Great Gatsby 

Nathaniel Hawthorne: The Scarlet Letter 

Herman Melville: Moby Dick 

 

VI DOCUMENTARIES/FILM ADAPTATIONS:  

 

(Any 4 of the following) 

An Inconvenient Truth (2006) Dir. by Davis Guggenheim 

http://moviaddict.us/play.php?movie t10497116 

Stand by Me (1986) Dir. Rob Reiner (Adapted from Stephen King's Novella, The 

Body) 

https://youtu.be/X2ZWEO9cTYI 

Forrest Gump (1994) Dir. by Robert Zemeckis (Adapted from Winston Groom's 

novel Forrest Gump) 

https://youtu.be/KoOcfJNV8Zw 

Little Women (1994) Dir. by Gillian Armstrong (Adapted 

from Louisa May Alcott's novel Little Women) 

https://youtu.be/qeSZZKz3FSA 

The Miracle Worker (1962) Dir. by Arthur Penn (Adapted from Hellen Keller's 

autobiography The Story of My Life) 

https://youtu.be/Y5zqDjGd5s 

• 13th (2016) Dir. by Ava DuVernay https://youtu.be/krfcq5pl 808 (Netflix) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNIT I 

https://youtu.be/Y5zqDjGd5s
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American Literature: Socio Political and Literary Background 

American literature is deeply rooted in the socio political context of the United States, reflecting 

the country's evolving history, ideologies, and cultural landscapes:  

Colonial and Early Republic Period (1600s–1800s)   

 The colonial era was defined by European colonization, religious influences (Puritanism), and 

the struggle for independence from Britain. The Revolutionary War (1775–1783) and the 

establishment of the United States set the foundation for American identity. Early American 

literature focused on religious themes, exploration narratives, and the virtues of independence. 

Writers like Anne Bradstreet, Cotton Mather, and Thomas Paine helped establish an early 

American voice. 

The 19th Century: Expansion, Reform, and Slavery (1800s)   

 This period saw the expansion of the U.S. through Manifest Destiny, the intensifying debate 

over slavery, and the eventual Civil War (1861–1865). It was a time of reform movements, 

including abolitionism and women's rights. Transcendentalists like Ralph Waldo Emerson and 

Henry David Thoreau promoted individualism and nature. Writers like Nathaniel Hawthorne, 

Herman Melville, and Walt Whitman explored themes of morality, democracy, and the 

complexities of the American experience. Abolitionist literature, such as Frederick Douglass's 

writings, played a key role in anti slavery activism. 

Post Civil War to the Turn of the Century (1865–1900)   

 Post Civil War Reconstruction, industrialization, and urbanization marked this period. There 

was also a rise in immigration and the formation of new social classes. Realism and Naturalism 

became dominant literary movements, focusing on the gritty realities of life. Authors like Mark 

Twain, Henry James, and Stephen Crane depicted the American experience with a focus on 

social issues, class struggles, and the complexities of identity. 

The 20th Century: Modernism and Postmodernism (1900–Present)   

 The 20th century was shaped by two World Wars, the Great Depression, the Civil Rights 

Movement, and the Cold War. The cultural shifts in the 1960s, feminism, and postcolonial 

movements also had a profound impact. Modernist literature, represented by authors like F. Scott 

Fitzgerald, T.S. Eliot, and William Faulkner, experimented with narrative forms, reflecting 

disillusionment with traditional values and exploring fragmented human experience. Postmodern 

authors like Kurt Vonnegut, Thomas Pynchon, and Toni Morrison questioned reality, truth, and 
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identity, often using irony and non linear narratives to reflect the complexity of the post World 

War II era. 

Colonial Period (1600s–1775) 

 Literature during this time focused on religious themes, exploration, and the establishment of 

colonies. Puritanism heavily influenced writings, with authors reflecting on faith, morality, and 

survival in the New World. Key Writers: Anne Bradstreet, Cotton Mather, Jonathan Edwards. 

Revolutionary Period (1765–1790) 

 Marked by political writings that supported the American Revolution and independence from 

Britain. The literature often focused on freedom, democracy, and patriotism .Key Writers: 

Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson. 

Early National Period (1790–1820s): A period of nation building, with a focus on 

defining American identity. Writers explored themes of democracy, the frontier, and the 

uniqueness of the American experience. Key Writers: Washington Irving, James Fenimore 

Cooper, Phillis Wheatley. 

 

American Renaissance (1830–1865): A literary flowering in America, also called the 

"Romantic Period," characterized by a focus on individualism, nature, and the human spirit. It 

coincided with social reforms like abolitionism. Key Writers: Ralph Waldo Emerson, Nathaniel 

Hawthorne, Herman Melville, Walt Whitman, Henry David Thoreau. 

 

Realistic Period (1865–1900): Following the Civil War, Realism focused on depicting 

everyday life and the social environment without romanticizing it. Writers aimed for accuracy in 

portraying human behavior and society.Key Writers: Mark Twain, Henry James, William Dean 

Howells. 

 

Naturalist Period (1890s–1920s) :An extension of Realism, Naturalism emphasized the 

influence of environment, heredity, and social conditions on human behavior. It often portrayed 

characters facing overwhelming external forces. Key Writers : Stephen Crane, Frank Norris, 

Theodore Dreiser. 
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Modern Period (1910s–1945) :Marked by disillusionment with traditional values 

following World War I, Modernism experimented with new literary forms and explored 

fragmented realities. It questioned certainty and often depicted alienation. Key Writers : F. Scott 

Fitzgerald, T.S. Eliot, William Faulkner, Ernest Hemingway. 

 

Beat Generation (1940s–1960s) : A post World War II literary movement that rejected 

materialism, embraced spontaneity, and explored themes of spirituality, sexual liberation, and 

drug use. It often critiqued mainstream culture. Key Writers : Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, 

William S. Burroughs. 

 

Contemporary Period (1945–Present) :This period is diverse, reflecting a range of 

voices and experiences, including postmodernism, feminism, and multiculturalism. Themes 

include identity, race, globalization, and technological change. Key Writers : Toni Morrison, 

Don DeLillo, Jhumpa Lahiri, Jonathan Franzen.  

 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

1.  Q: What was the main influence on Colonial American literature?    

    A:  Puritanism and religious faith. 

 

2.  Q: Name a prominent poet of the Colonial period.    

    A:  Anne Bradstreet. 

 

3.  Q: What type of writings were common during the Colonial period?    

    A:  Sermons, diaries, and religious poetry. 

 

4.  Q: What was a central theme in Jonathan Edwards' sermons?    

    A:  The sovereignty of God and the importance of salvation. 
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5.  Q: Which pamphlet by Thomas Paine inspired American independence?    

    A:  Common Sense. 

 

6.  Q: What was the main focus of literature during the Revolutionary period?    

    A:  Patriotism, independence, and democracy. 

 

7.  Q: Name a key work by Benjamin Franklin.    

    A:  The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin. 

 

8.  Q: Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?    

    A:  Thomas Jefferson. 

 

9  Q: Which writer is known for creating early American folk tales?    

    A:  Washington Irving. 

 

10.  Q: Name a famous novel by James Fenimore Cooper.    

     A:  The Last of the Mohicans. 

 

11.  Q: What themes dominated Early National period literature?    

     A:  National identity, democracy, and the frontier experience. 

 

12.  Q: Who was the first African American woman to publish a book of poetry?    

     A:  Phillis Wheatley. 
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13.  Q: Which essay by Ralph Waldo Emerson became foundational for Transcendentalism?    

     A:  Self Reliance. 

 

14.  Q: Name a famous work by Nathaniel Hawthorne.    

     A:  The Scarlet Letter. 

 

15.  Q: What theme is commonly found in Herman Melville's  Moby Dick?     

     A:  The struggle between good and evil. 

 

16.  Q: Which poet is known for celebrating democracy and individuality in  Leaves of Grass?     

     A:  Walt Whitman. 

 

 

17.  Q: What defines Realism in American literature?    

     A:  A focus on depicting everyday life and social realities without romanticism. 

 

18.  Q: Which novel by Mark Twain satirizes the romantic ideals of the South?    

     A:  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. 

 

19.  Q: How does Naturalism differ from Realism?    

     A:  Naturalism emphasizes how environment and heredity shape human behavior, often 

portraying characters as victims of forces beyond their control. 

 

20.  Q: Name a key Naturalist novel by Stephen Crane.    
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     A:  Maggie: A Girl of the Streets. 

 

21.  Q: Which modernist novel by F. Scott Fitzgerald critiques the American Dream?    

     A:  The Great Gatsby. 

 

22.  Q: What did Modernist writers experiment with in their literature?    

     A:  Narrative forms, fragmented structure, and alienation. 

 

23.  Q: What was the Beat Generation's attitude towards mainstream society?    

     A:  They rejected materialism and embraced non conformity. 

 

24.  Q: Who wrote  On the Road, a defining novel of the Beat Generation?     

     A:  Jack Kerouac. 

 

25.  Q: Name a contemporary writer known for exploring issues of race and identity.    

     A:  Toni Morrison. 

 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  Q: How did Puritanism influence Colonial American literature?    

    A:  Puritanism deeply shaped Colonial American literature by focusing on religious themes, 

moral instruction, and spiritual introspection. Writers such as Anne Bradstreet and Jonathan 

Edwards wrote about faith, sin, and salvation. The literature was often didactic, with an emphasis 

on the will of God, personal piety, and the frailty of human existence. 
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2.  Q: What types of writings dominated the Colonial period?    

    A:  The main types of writings during the Colonial period were sermons, religious tracts, 

diaries, and personal narratives. These texts often reflected the settlers' religious beliefs, their 

struggles in the New World, and their relationship with God. Historical accounts, like William 

Bradford’s Of Plymouth Plantation, were also significant, documenting the early colonists' 

experiences. 

 

3.  Q: What role did literature play in the American Revolution?    

    A:  Literature during the Revolutionary period played a critical role in rallying support for 

independence from Britain. Political pamphlets, essays, and speeches, like Thomas Paine's 

Common Sense and Patrick Henry's Give Me Liberty or Give Me Death, inspired colonists to 

fight for freedom. Writers articulated Enlightenment ideals of democracy, individual rights, and 

liberty. 

 

4.  Q: How did Benjamin Franklin contribute to American literature and thought in the 

Revolutionary period?    

    A:  Benjamin Franklin contributed to American literature as a writer, philosopher, and 

politician. His works, such as Poor Richard’s Almanack and The Autobiography of Benjamin 

Franklin, combined practical advice with moral lessons. Franklin’s wit, wisdom, and advocacy 

for self improvement embodied Enlightenment ideals, and his political writings supported the 

Revolutionary cause. 

 

5.  Q: What themes emerged in the Early National period of American literature?    

    A:  The Early National period explored themes of American identity, democracy, and the 

frontier. Writers like Washington Irving and James Fenimore Cooper portrayed the tension 

between civilization and the wilderness, and the distinct qualities of the American spirit. There 

was also a focus on individualism, national pride, and moral dilemmas faced by a young 

republic. 

 

6.  Q: Who were some key figures in the Early National period, and what did they contribute?    
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    A:  Washington Irving is known for The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Rip Van Winkle, 

which explored American folklore and identity. James Fenimore Cooper’s Leatherstocking 

Tales, including The Last of the Mohicans, depicted frontier life and the conflict between Native 

Americans and settlers. Phillis Wheatley, the first African American poet to be published, 

brought a unique perspective on religion and freedom. 

 

7.  Q: What is Transcendentalism, and how did it shape the American Renaissance?    

    A:  Transcendentalism was a philosophical and literary movement that emphasized the 

inherent goodness of people and nature, individual intuition, and spiritual experience over 

traditional authority. Key figures like Ralph Waldo Emerson. 

 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

 1. How did Puritan beliefs shape Colonial American literature, and what were the major themes 

of this period?  

Puritanism had a profound influence on the literature of Colonial America, reflecting the settlers’ 

spiritual beliefs, their relationship with God, and their journey of salvation. Puritans believed in 

predestination, the idea that God had already chosen who would be saved, and this sense of 

spiritual insecurity led them to search their souls for signs of God's grace. This self examination 

became a central theme in their writings. 

Religious themes dominated Colonial literature, with sermons, diaries, and spiritual 

autobiographies being the most common forms of writing. Writers like Jonathan Edwards, who 

authored Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God, used vivid imagery to remind people of the 

consequences of sin and the need for redemption. Anne Bradstreet, one of the first published 

American poets, infused her poetry with reflections on life, death, and her faith in God. The 

literature was often moralistic and didactic, emphasizing the importance of leading a righteous 

life. 

 

2. In what ways did literature contribute to the American Revolutionary cause, and who were the 

key literary figures of this period?  

Literature played a critical role in fostering revolutionary sentiment and rallying the colonies 

against British rule. Pamphlets, essays, and speeches served as important tools for political 
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persuasion, advocating for independence and embodying Enlightenment ideals such as liberty, 

equality, and democracy. 

One of the most influential works of the Revolutionary period was Thomas Paine’s Common 

Sense, a pamphlet that directly challenged British authority and encouraged the colonists to seek 

independence. Paine’s accessible language and clear arguments helped sway public opinion 

toward the revolutionary cause. Another significant figure was Benjamin Franklin, whose works 

like Poor Richard’s Almanack offered wisdom and practical advice while promoting self reliance 

and civic virtue. Franklin's contributions extended beyond literature as he played a key role in 

diplomatic efforts during the Revolution. 

Thomas Jefferson, who penned the Declaration of Independence, used literature to frame the 

philosophical justification for breaking from Britain. His writing articulated the fundamental 

rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, which became the cornerstones of American 

ideology. 

 

 

 3. What were the defining characteristics of Early National period literature, and how did writers 

reflect the evolving American identity?  

The Early National period (1790–1820s) was a time when American writers sought to define 

what it meant to be American. Themes of democracy, the frontier, and the nation’s emerging 

identity were prevalent as the young republic distinguished itself from European traditions. 

Literature reflected the optimism and challenges of nation building, with writers celebrating 

individualism, the beauty of the natural landscape, and the spirit of exploration. 

Washington Irving was one of the first American authors to gain international recognition, and 

his stories like Rip Van Winkle and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow delved into American folklore 

and the tension between old European customs and the new American ideals. James Fenimore 

Cooper’s Leatherstocking Tales, especially The Last of the Mohicans, depicted the American 

frontier and the complex relationships between Native Americans and settlers. His works 

explored themes of nature, civilization, and the American wilderness. 

Phillis Wheatley, an enslaved African woman who became the first African American poet to be 

published, offered a unique voice during this time. Her works reflected both her deep Christian 

faith and her experience as a Black woman in a newly forming nation. 
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  4. How did the American Renaissance reflect Transcendentalist beliefs, and what role did 

nature play in this movement?  

The American Renaissance (1830–1865) was marked by a literary and philosophical flourishing 

that included the rise of Transcendentalism. Transcendentalism, spearheaded by Ralph Waldo 

Emerson and Henry David Thoreau, was a reaction against the rationalism of the Enlightenment 

and sought to emphasize intuition, individualism, and the inherent goodness of both humans and 

nature. 

Transcendentalists believed that individuals could transcend the material world and attain higher 

spiritual understanding through personal reflection and connection with nature. Emerson’s essay 

Nature is a foundational text of the movement, asserting that nature is a source of spiritual 

renewal and a reflection of the divine. Thoreau’s Walden detailed his experiment of living 

simply in nature, illustrating how a deep communion with the natural world can lead to self 

discovery and spiritual enlightenment. 

Other writers of the American Renaissance, such as Nathaniel Hawthorne and Herman Melville, 

were influenced by Transcendentalist ideas, though they often presented more complex, even 

skeptical views of human nature. While Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter examined the conflict 

between individual morality and social judgment, Melville’s Moby Dick explored the darker 

aspects of human obsession and the inscrutable power of nature. 

 

 

  5. What is Realism in American literature, and how did it respond to the social changes 

following the Civil War?  

Realism emerged as a literary movement in the latter half of the 19th century, as writers sought 

to depict life as it truly was, without idealization or romantic embellishment. The Civil War 

(1861–1865) and the subsequent Reconstruction period exposed the harsh realities of American 

life—poverty, inequality, and disillusionment—which were reflected in Realist literature. 

Realist writers like Mark Twain, William Dean Howells, and Henry James focused on everyday 

experiences, often highlighting the lives of middle  and lower class individuals. Twain’s The 

Adventures of Huckleberry Finn is a prime example of Realism, portraying the complexities of 

race, identity, and moral growth through the eyes of a young boy navigating a divided society. 

Twain used vernacular speech and regional settings to enhance the authenticity of his characters 

and their experiences. 

Henry James, in novels like The Portrait of a Lady, focused on the inner psychological lives of 

his characters, portraying their struggles with social expectations, personal desires, and moral 
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dilemmas. Realism rejected the idealism of Romanticism, instead offering a more sober, 

objective view of the human condition. 

 

  6. How did Naturalism expand upon Realism, and what themes did Naturalist writers explore?  

Naturalism, an offshoot of Realism that emerged in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, took a 

more deterministic approach to human behavior. Influenced by Darwin’s theory of evolution and 

the scientific method, Naturalist writers believed that individuals were shaped by forces beyond 

their control, such as heredity, environment, and social conditions. 

 

In contrast to Realism’s focus on depicting ordinary life, Naturalism often portrayed individuals 

as victims of their circumstances, unable to escape the biological, social, or economic forces that 

determined their fates. Naturalist writers explored themes of survival, struggle, and the influence 

of nature and society on human behavior. 

Stephen Crane’s Maggie: A Girl of the Streets is a quintessential Naturalist novel, depicting the 

harsh realities of life in the slums of New York City and the inevitable downfall of its 

protagonist due to poverty and social conditions. Similarly, Jack London’s The Call of the Wild 

and White Fang examined the brutal forces of nature and survival, illustrating the primal 

instincts that drive both animals and humans. 

 

 

  7. What were the major themes of Modernism, and how did Modernist writers experiment with 

literary form?  

Modernism, which dominated American literature in the early 20th century (roughly 1910–

1945), was characterized by a break from traditional literary forms and conventions. Modernist 

writers responded to the disillusionment caused by World War I and the rapid changes in society 

by experimenting with new narrative techniques and exploring themes of fragmentation, 

alienation, and the search for meaning in a chaotic world. 

Modernist literature often featured fragmented narratives, stream of consciousness, and 

unreliable narrators. T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land is a quintessential Modernist poem, using 

disjointed voices and allusions to different cultures and time periods to convey the sense of 

cultural decay and loss of meaning after the war. 
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F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby is another hallmark of Modernist literature, exploring 

themes of the American Dream, disillusionment, and the moral emptiness of the upper class. The 

novel’s complex narrative structure, with its shifting perspectives and unreliable narrator, reflects 

the uncertainty and ambiguity of the modern era. 

 

 

  8. How did the Beat Generation challenge mainstream culture, and what were its central 

themes?  

The Beat Generation emerged in the post World War II era (1940s–1960s) as a countercultural 

movement that rejected the materialism, conformity, and conservatism of mainstream American 

society. Beat writers sought to break free from societal norms and explore alternative lifestyles, 

emphasizing spontaneity, non conformity, and personal freedom. 

One of the key themes of the Beat Generation was the quest for spiritual enlightenment, often 

through non traditional means such as meditation, Eastern philosophy, and drug use. Jack 

Kerouac’s On the Road captured the spirit of the movement, chronicling the travels and 

adventures of characters searching for deeper meaning and authenticity in a society they felt was 

shallow and oppressive. 

Allen Ginsberg’s poem Howl became a manifesto for the Beat Generation, critiquing the 

dehumanizing effects of capitalism and consumer culture, while celebrating personal liberation, 

sexual freedom, and artistic expression. The Beats’ rejection of traditional social norms and their 

exploration of taboo subjects like sexuality, drugs, and spirituality paved the way for the 

countercultural movements of the 1960s. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS  

 

1.  Who is considered the first published poet of the American colonies?    

   A. William Bradford   

   B. Anne Bradstreet   

   C. Jonathan Edwards   

   D. Cotton Mather   

    Answer : B. Anne Bradstreet 

 

2.  Which work by Jonathan Edwards is considered a classic of Puritan religious literature?    

   A. A Model of Christian Charity   

   B. Of Plymouth Plantation   

   C. Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God   

   D. Magnalia Christi Americana   

    Answer: C.  Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God 

 

3.  Which genre dominated the Colonial period?    

   A. Novels   

   B. Diaries and sermons   

   C. Short stories   

   D. Epic poetry   

    Answer : B. Diaries and sermons 
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4.  Who wrote  Common Sense, a pamphlet that inspired American independence?     

   A. Benjamin Franklin   

   B. Thomas Paine   

   C. Thomas Jefferson   

   D. John Adams   

    Answer : B. Thomas Paine 

 

5.  Which of the following documents was written by Thomas Jefferson?    

   A. The Federalist Papers   

   B. The Articles of Confederation   

   C. The Declaration of Independence   

   D. The Bill of Rights   

    Answer : C. The Declaration of Independence 

 

6.  Which theme was most prominent in Revolutionary period literature?    

   A. Individual morality   

   B. Democracy and freedom   

   C. Nature and spirituality   

   D. Social realism   

    Answer : B. Democracy and freedom 

 

 

7.  Which writer is known for  The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Rip Van Winkle?     

   A. Washington Irving   
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   B. James Fenimore Cooper   

   C. Edgar Allan Poe   

   D. Nathaniel Hawthorne   

    Answer : A. Washington Irving 

 

8.  What is the main theme of James Fenimore Cooper’s  The Last of the Mohicans?     

   A. Industrialization   

   B. The American frontier   

   C. Religious conversion   

   D. Slavery   

    Answer : B. The American frontier 

 

9.  Phillis Wheatley is best known for her contributions to which genre?    

   A. Novels   

   B. Poetry   

   C. Short stories   

   D. Essays   

    Answer : B. Poetry 

 

 

10.  Which of the following authors is associated with Transcendentalism?    

    A. Nathaniel Hawthorne   

    B. Herman Melville   

    C. Ralph Waldo Emerson   
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    D. Walt Whitman   

     Answer : C. Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

11.  Which of the following is a key theme in Herman Melville's  Moby Dick?     

    A. Industrial progress   

    B. The destructive power of obsession   

    C. The beauty of nature   

    D. Colonialism   

     Answer : B. The destructive power of obsession 

 

12.  Which work by Nathaniel Hawthorne deals with sin, guilt, and social judgment?    

    A. Moby Dick   

    B. The Scarlet Letter   

    C. Leaves of Grass   

    D. Self Reliance   

     Answer: B.  The Scarlet Letter 

 

 

13.  Which author is considered a major figure of the Realist period and wrote  The Adventures 

of Huckleberry Finn?     

    A. William Dean Howells   

    B. Stephen Crane   

    C. Mark Twain   

    D. Henry James   

     Answer : C. Mark Twain 
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14.  Realism in American literature is characterized by a focus on:    

    A. The supernatural   

    B. Idealized heroism   

    C. Everyday life and social realities   

    D. Romanticized love   

     Answer : C. Everyday life and social realities 

 

15.  Which novel by Henry James explores the psychological complexity of its characters?    

    A. The Red Badge of Courage   

    B. The Portrait of a Lady   

    C. Maggie: A Girl of the Streets   

    D. Sister Carrie   

     Answer: B.  The Portrait of a Lady 

 

16.  Naturalist literature often focuses on:    

    A. The supernatural   

    B. The power of nature and forces beyond human control   

    C. Idealized love stories   

    D. Abstract philosophical themes   

     Answer : B. The power of nature and forces beyond human control 

 

17.  Which of the following works is an example of Naturalism?    

    A. The Call of the Wild by Jack London   



                                                                             American Literature A040901T 
 
 

21 
 

    B. The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald   

    C. The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne   

    D. Leaves of Grass by Walt Whitman   

     Answer: A.  The Call of the Wild 

 

18.  Which Modernist novel critiques the American Dream?    

    A. The Waste Land   

    B. The Great Gatsby   

    C. The Sun Also Rises   

    D. As I Lay Dying   

     Answer: B.  The Great Gatsby 

 

19.  Which of the following is a defining feature of Modernist literature?    

    A. Strict adherence to traditional forms   

    B. Fragmentation and experimentation with narrative structure   

    C. Focus on adventure and heroism   

    D. Detailed descriptions of rural life   

     Answer : B. Fragmentation and experimentation with narrative structure 

 

 

 

20.  Jack Kerouac’s  On the Road is a defining novel of which literary movement?     

    A. Transcendentalism   

    B. Realism   
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    C. The Beat Generation   

    D. Modernism   

     Answer : C. The Beat Generation 
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UNIT II 

 

PROSE  

Ralph Waldo Emerson   "Self Reliance"  

In Self Reliance (1841), Emerson advocates for individualism and nonconformity. He 

encourages people to trust their own instincts and ideas rather than relying on societal 

expectations or external approval. Emerson argues that self trust and independence are essential 

for personal and spiritual growth, and he rejects the idea of following traditional paths or 

institutions. 

 

Ralph Waldo Emerson   "The American Scholar"  

In The American Scholar (1837), Emerson delivers a speech that calls for American intellectual 

independence. He argues that scholars must break free from European influences and develop a 

distinctly American culture. The speech emphasizes self reliance, intellectual freedom, and the 

importance of nature and manual labor in shaping a scholar’s mind. 

 

Sojourner Truth   "Ain't I a Woman?" (Women's Rights Convention, Ohio, 1851)  

In her powerful speech, Sojourner Truth challenges prevailing notions of race and gender by 

arguing that Black women deserve the same rights as white women. She points to her own 

physical strength and resilience, questioning societal standards that exclude women of color from 

the fight for equality. The phrase "Ain't I a Woman?" underscores her call for equal rights for 

both women and African Americans. 

 

Arthur Miller   "Tragedy and the Common Man"  

In this 1949 essay, Arthur Miller argues that tragedy can depict the struggles of ordinary people, 

not just kings or nobility. He suggests that the common man's pursuit of dignity in a flawed 

society can be just as profound and tragic as the downfall of classical tragic heroes. This essay 

redefines the concept of tragedy, making it accessible to modern, everyday characters, such as 

those in his play Death of a Salesman. 
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Martin Luther King Jr.   "I Have a Dream"  

Delivered during the March on Washington in 1963, I Have a Dream is a landmark civil rights 

speech in which Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. calls for an end to racism and the realization of 

equality and freedom for all Americans. He envisions a future where people are judged not by 

the color of their skin but by the content of their character. The speech is a powerful plea for 

justice, brotherhood, and civil rights. 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

 

1.  What is the main idea of Emerson’s  Self Reliance?     

   Emerson advocates for individualism and encourages people to trust their instincts rather than 

conform to societal expectations. 

 

2.  How does Emerson define self reliance?    

   Emerson defines self reliance as the ability to trust one's own thoughts and inner voice, 

rejecting external authority and societal norms. 

 

3.  What does Emerson say about consistency in  Self Reliance?     

   Emerson criticizes the obsession with consistency, urging individuals to embrace change and 

growth, even if it contradicts past beliefs. 

 

4.  What is the purpose of Emerson’s speech  The American Scholar?     

   Emerson calls for intellectual independence from European traditions and the creation of a 

distinctly American culture. 

 

5.  What are the three influences on the scholar mentioned by Emerson?    

   Emerson identifies nature, the past (books), and action as the primary influences on a scholar’s 

development. 
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6.  Why does Emerson believe scholars should engage with manual labor?    

   Emerson argues that manual labor connects scholars with the real world and prevents them 

from becoming too detached from society. 

 

7.  What is the central theme of Sojourner Truth’s  Ain't I a Woman? speech?     

   The speech calls for equal rights for Black women, challenging both gender and racial 

discrimination. 

 

8.  How does Sojourner Truth challenge stereotypes about women in her speech?    

   She points to her own strength and resilience, asking why women like her are not seen as 

deserving of the same rights as men. 

 

9.  What rhetorical question does Sojourner Truth repeat in her speech, and why?    

   She repeats “Ain’t I a woman?” to emphasize that despite her strength and endurance, she is 

still denied the same rights as white women. 

 

10.  What does Arthur Miller argue in  Tragedy and the Common Man?     

   Miller argues that common people, not just kings or nobility, can be tragic heroes, as their 

struggles for dignity are just as profound. 

 

11.  How does Miller redefine tragedy in modern times?    

   Miller suggests that modern tragedy revolves around the ordinary person's fight for personal 

integrity in an unjust society. 

 

12.  What is an example of a "common man" tragedy in Arthur Miller’s works?    

   Death of a Salesman is an example, where Willy Loman, an ordinary man, faces a personal and 

societal downfall. 
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13.  What is the central message of Dr. King’s  I Have a Dream speech?     

   Dr. King calls for racial equality, justice, and an end to segregation, envisioning a future where 

all people are treated equally. 

 

14.  What famous line is repeated throughout  I Have a Dream?     

   "I have a dream" is repeated to emphasize King’s vision of a racially harmonious and just 

society. 

 

15.  What does Dr. King mean by “the content of their character” in his speech?    

   He dreams of a future where people are judged not by their race but by their integrity and 

moral values. 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  What role does Emerson believe society plays in limiting individual potential in  Self 

Reliance?     

   Emerson argues that society pressures individuals to conform, which suppresses personal 

creativity, growth, and self expression. He believes that society values uniformity and 

discourages people from following their unique paths. 

 

2.  How does Emerson’s concept of nonconformity connect to his idea of genius in  Self 

Reliance?     

   Emerson asserts that true genius comes from trusting one’s own thoughts and ideas, even when 

they oppose societal norms. He believes that nonconformity is essential for individuals to express 

their genius and reach their full potential. 

 

3.  What does Emerson mean by the phrase "A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little 

minds"?    
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   Emerson argues that rigid consistency, or the refusal to change one’s mind, limits growth and 

intellectual flexibility. He encourages people to embrace change and evolution, even if it means 

contradicting past ideas. 

 

4.  What are the key responsibilities Emerson outlines for an American scholar in his speech  The 

American Scholar?     

   Emerson believes scholars must think independently, draw inspiration from nature, critically 

engage with the past through books, and take active roles in society. He emphasizes the need for 

scholars to avoid blindly accepting tradition and instead contribute new ideas. 

 

5.  How does Emerson view the relationship between action and thought in  The American 

Scholar?     

   Emerson argues that thought and action must be balanced. Thought alone is not enough; 

scholars must apply their ideas to practical life to make meaningful contributions to society. 

Action reinforces learning and understanding. 

 

6.  Why does Emerson criticize the European influence on American scholars in  The American 

Scholar?     

   Emerson criticizes the tendency of American scholars to imitate European models, which he 

sees as a limitation to intellectual growth. He encourages the development of an original 

American identity and culture, free from European intellectual domination. 

 

7.  How does Sojourner Truth address the intersection of race and gender in her  Ain't I a 

Woman? speech?     

   Truth emphasizes the dual oppression Black women face due to both their race and gender. She 

points out that while white women are seen as delicate and deserving of protection, Black 

women like herself are expected to perform hard labor, yet they are still denied basic rights. 

 

8.  What personal experiences does Sojourner Truth use in  Ain't I a Woman? to challenge 

gender norms?     
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   Truth uses her own life experiences as a former enslaved woman who performed physically 

demanding labor, raised children, and endured hardships, to challenge the prevailing notion that 

women are weak and need protection. She argues that her strength and resilience make her just 

as deserving of rights as any man. 

 

9.  How does the repetition of "Ain't I a Woman?" function in Truth’s speech?    

   The repeated rhetorical question underscores the contradiction in how society views Black 

women. Truth uses the phrase to highlight the injustice of being denied rights, despite fulfilling 

roles traditionally associated with both men and women. 

 

 

10.  How does Arthur Miller redefine the concept of tragedy in  Tragedy and the Common Man?     

   Miller redefines tragedy by suggesting that ordinary individuals, not just nobles or kings, can 

be tragic heroes. He argues that the struggles of common people to maintain dignity and integrity 

in the face of societal pressures are just as dramatic and significant as the downfalls of classical 

tragic figures. 

 

11.  What does Miller believe makes a modern tragic hero in  Tragedy and the Common Man?     

   According to Miller, a modern tragic hero is an ordinary person who is willing to risk 

everything to protect their dignity and self worth. This hero's refusal to accept a life that 

undermines their sense of identity and worthiness makes their journey tragic. 

 

12.  How does Willy Loman from  Death of a Salesman exemplify Miller’s concept of the tragic 

common man?     

   Willy Loman represents the common man whose relentless pursuit of the American Dream 

leads to his downfall. His inability to reconcile his aspirations with his reality creates inner 

conflict and tragedy, illustrating Miller’s belief that common individuals can experience 

profound personal and social struggles. 

 

13.  What vision of America does Dr. King present in his  I Have a Dream speech?     
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   Dr. King envisions an America where racial equality prevails, and people are judged by their 

character, not the color of their skin. His dream is one of a nation free from segregation, 

discrimination, and racial injustice, where all individuals enjoy the same rights and opportunities. 

 

14.  How does King use historical references in  I Have a Dream to strengthen his argument for 

civil rights?     

   King references the Emancipation Proclamation and the Declaration of Independence, arguing 

that the promises of freedom and equality made to all Americans have not been fulfilled for 

African Americans. By invoking these foundational American documents, he underscores the 

moral and legal basis for the civil rights movement. 

 

15.  What role does the metaphor of a “bad check” play in Dr. King’s speech?    

   Dr. King uses the metaphor of a “bad check” to describe how America has failed to deliver on 

its promises of equality to African Americans. He argues that African Americans have been 

given a check marked “insufficient funds,” but he insists that there is still hope to cash the check 

of justice and freedom through nonviolent protest and unity. 

 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS  

 

  1. What are the key themes of Emerson's  Self Reliance, and how does he suggest individuals 

navigate societal pressures?   

 

Emerson’s Self Reliance promotes the idea of individualism, urging people to trust their own 

instincts and inner voices rather than conforming to societal norms. The central theme is the 

importance of nonconformity and self trust. Emerson argues that society often conspires against 

individuality by imposing traditions, customs, and expectations that suppress personal freedom.  

To navigate these pressures, Emerson encourages individuals to reject external influences and 

rely on their intuition. He believes that each person has a unique purpose that can only be 

fulfilled by being true to oneself, and he dismisses the pursuit of consistency as limiting. His 

famous line, “A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds,” suggests that people should 

not fear contradicting themselves or changing their beliefs as they grow. The key to true self 
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reliance is to embrace change and personal evolution without being bound by the opinions of 

others or past commitments. 

 

  2. How does Emerson redefine the role of the American scholar in his speech  The American 

Scholar, and why does he criticize reliance on European traditions?   

 

In The American Scholar, Emerson calls for intellectual independence among American thinkers 

and writers. He argues that American scholars must break free from the intellectual dominance 

of Europe and cultivate their own unique culture and identity. Emerson believes that scholars 

must engage directly with the world through nature, books, and action, rather than merely 

imitating the ideas and philosophies of European intellectuals. 

He defines the scholar’s role as one of original thought and self reliance, stressing the need to 

develop an American intellectual tradition that reflects the values and experiences of the new 

nation. Emerson criticizes reliance on European traditions because he sees it as limiting the 

potential for growth and creativity in America. He views this dependence as a form of 

intellectual colonialism that prevents the emergence of a truly American voice. By looking 

inward and relying on their own experiences, Emerson believes American scholars can 

contribute to the global intellectual community in a way that is distinct and authentic. 

 

  3. In her  Ain’t I a Woman? speech, how does Sojourner Truth address both race and gender, 

and what impact does this intersectional approach have on the women's rights movement?   

 

Sojourner Truth’s Ain’t I a Woman? speech is a powerful critique of the exclusion of Black 

women from both the feminist and abolitionist movements of the 19th century. Truth uses her 

own life experiences as a formerly enslaved woman to highlight the ways in which both race and 

gender intersect to oppress Black women. She challenges the notion that women are too weak to 

handle physical labor or intellectual thought by pointing out her own resilience in doing hard 

labor and surviving the cruelties of slavery.  

Truth’s intersectional approach forces the women’s rights movement to confront its exclusion of 

Black women and challenges the narrow definitions of womanhood prevalent at the time. By 

repeatedly asking, “Ain’t I a woman?” Truth insists on the recognition of Black women’s 

humanity and their right to be included in the struggle for equality. Her speech broadened the 
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scope of the feminist movement, pushing it to consider the unique challenges faced by women of 

color, and laid the groundwork for intersectional feminist thought. 

 

  4. How does Sojourner Truth use rhetorical techniques in  Ain’t I a Woman? to challenge 

societal norms about strength, femininity, and intellect?   

 

In Ain’t I a Woman?, Sojourner Truth employs a variety of rhetorical techniques to challenge the 

prevailing societal norms about race and gender. One of her most effective strategies is her use 

of rhetorical questions, particularly the repeated phrase, “Ain’t I a woman?” By asking this 

question, Truth forces her audience to reconsider their assumptions about womanhood, as she 

points to her own strength and endurance as a laborer, despite societal notions that women 

should be weak and delicate. 

Truth also uses irony to challenge the idea that women are intellectually inferior to men. She 

sarcastically remarks that women deserve rights because they are supposedly weaker, then 

proceeds to recount her own experiences of doing hard physical labor and suffering without the 

protections afforded to white women. Her tone shifts between assertiveness and humor, allowing 

her to connect with her audience while undermining the contradictions in their views about 

women, especially women of color. 

 

  5. How does Arthur Miller argue that tragedy can apply to the common man in his essay  

Tragedy and the Common Man, and how does this challenge classical notions of tragedy?   

 

In Tragedy and the Common Man, Arthur Miller challenges the classical notion of tragedy, 

which traditionally focused on the downfall of noble or high born figures, such as kings or 

princes. Miller argues that the common man is equally capable of experiencing tragedy because 

the emotional stakes of maintaining dignity, identity, and moral integrity are just as high for 

ordinary people as they are for nobles. 

Miller believes that tragedy arises when an individual is willing to sacrifice everything to protect 

their sense of self worth in the face of overwhelming societal pressures. This struggle for 

personal dignity, Miller contends, can be just as heroic and heartbreaking when faced by a 

common man, like Willy Loman in Death of a Salesman, as it would be for a classical tragic 

hero. By redefining tragedy to include everyday individuals, Miller democratizes the genre, 
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showing that the existential struggles of ordinary people are no less significant than those of 

traditional tragic figures. 

 

  6. In  Tragedy and the Common Man, what qualities does Miller believe make the common 

man a suitable subject for modern tragedy?   

 

Miller asserts that the common man is a suitable subject for modern tragedy because of his 

capacity for personal courage and his refusal to accept a life that denies him his dignity or place 

in the world. The modern tragic hero, according to Miller, is one who rebels against forces—

whether social, economic, or psychological—that threaten to destroy his sense of identity.  

Unlike classical tragedy, which focuses on the downfall of individuals of great social 

importance, Miller’s modern tragedy emphasizes the emotional and psychological stakes faced 

by ordinary individuals. He believes that the willingness of the common man to confront his fate, 

even in the face of defeat, embodies the same courage and moral struggle that characterized 

ancient tragic heroes. This shift expands the boundaries of tragedy to reflect the realities of 

modern life, where personal dignity is often at risk in the struggle to navigate societal 

expectations and pressures. 

 

  7. What is Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision of racial equality in his  I Have a Dream speech, 

and how does he use imagery to convey this vision?   

 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s vision of racial equality in his I Have a Dream speech is one where 

racial divisions are eliminated, and people are judged by their character rather than the color of 

their skin. He envisions a future where Black and white Americans live together in harmony, 

sharing the same opportunities and freedoms. King’s dream includes the abolition of segregation 

and discrimination and the establishment of justice and equality for all. 

King uses vivid imagery to convey this vision, such as the metaphor of a “promissory note” that 

America has defaulted on, referring to the unfulfilled promise of equality for African Americans. 

He also uses powerful geographic imagery, referencing the hills and mountains of various 

American states, to symbolize the breadth of his dream for nationwide racial justice. King’s 

imagery evokes both the pain of current injustices and the hope of future reconciliation, making 

his speech a powerful call to action. 
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  8. How does King use historical references in his  I Have a Dream speech to argue for racial 

equality, and why are these references significant?   

 

King’s I Have a Dream speech is deeply rooted in historical references that lend weight to his 

argument for racial equality. He refers to the Declaration of Independence and the Emancipation 

Proclamation, highlighting the contradictions between the ideals of freedom and equality 

enshrined in these documents and the reality of racial oppression in America. By referencing 

these foundational texts, King emphasizes that the civil rights movement is not only a moral 

imperative but also a fulfillment of the promises that America has made to its citizens. 

These references are significant because they frame the struggle for civil rights as an extension 

of America’s founding ideals. King reminds his audience that the nation’s core principles—life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness—have been denied to African Americans. By invoking these 

historical documents, King places the civil rights movement within the larger narrative of 

American history and argues that racial equality is not only a matter of justice but also a 

fulfillment of the country’s democratic values. 

 

  9. How does King use the metaphor of the “promissory note” in  I Have a Dream, and what is 

its significance in the context of the civil rights movement?   

 

In I Have a Dream, King uses the metaphor of a “promissory note” to symbolize the promises of 

freedom and equality made to all Americans, including African Americans, in documents like 

the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence. King argues that the nation has defaulted 

on this promissory note when it comes to Black citizens, issuing them a check marked 

“insufficient funds.” 

This metaphor is significant because it frames the civil rights movement as a demand for 

America to honor its commitments to justice and equality. It also underscores the economic and 

social deprivation faced by African Americans due to systemic racism. By likening the struggle 

for civil rights to a financial transaction, King highlights the tangible nature of the injustices 

faced by Black Americans and calls for immediate action to fulfill the nation’s promises. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS  

 

1.  What is the main theme of Emerson's  Self Reliance?   

     A) The importance of education 

     B) The value of individuality 

     C) The necessity of conformity 

     D) The significance of community 

      Answer:  B) The value of individuality 

 

2.  In  Self Reliance, Emerson famously criticizes:   

     A) The concept of originality 

     B) The pursuit of wealth 

     C) Consistency 

     D) Political involvement 

      Answer:  C) Consistency 

 

3.  Which of the following does Emerson believe is essential for true self reliance?  

     A) Wealth 

     B) Education 

     C) Nonconformity 

     D) Fame 

      Answer:  C) Nonconformity 

 

4.  In  The American Scholar, Emerson argues that American scholars should primarily rely on:   
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     A) European philosophers 

     B) Their own thoughts and experiences 

     C) Historical texts 

     D) Religious doctrines 

      Answer:  B) Their own thoughts and experiences 

 

5.  Emerson’s  The American Scholar calls for:   

     A) Blind adherence to tradition 

     B) Intellectual independence 

     C) Complete isolation from society 

     D) Imitation of European culture 

      Answer:  B) Intellectual independence 

 

6.  What does Sojourner Truth argue in her  Ain’t I a Woman? speech?   

     A) Women should focus solely on domestic issues 

     B) Black women deserve equal rights 

     C) Education is unnecessary for women 

     D) Women should not work outside the home 

      Answer:  B) Black women deserve equal rights 

 

7.  Which rhetorical device is prominently used by Sojourner Truth in her speech?  

     A) Metaphor 

     B) Alliteration 

     C) Repetition 
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     D) Hyperbole 

      Answer:  C) Repetition 

 

8.  Sojourner Truth challenges stereotypes about women by discussing:  

     A) Her ability to cook 

     B) Her physical labor and strength 

     C) Her education 

     D) Her marital status 

      Answer:  B) Her physical labor and strength 

 

9.  What central question does Sojourner Truth pose to her audience?  

     A) "Why am I a woman?" 

     B) "Ain't I a woman?" 

     C) "What is womanhood?" 

     D) "Where is my freedom?" 

      Answer:  B) "Ain't I a woman?" 

 

10.  In her speech, Truth emphasizes her experiences as a:  

      A) Nurse 

      B) Former enslaved person 

      C) Teacher 

      D) Socialite 

       Answer:  B) Former enslaved person 
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11.  In  Tragedy and the Common Man, Arthur Miller argues that:   

      A) Tragedy is only for the wealthy 

      B) Anyone can be a tragic hero 

      C) Tragedy has no place in modern literature 

      D) Only historical figures can experience tragedy 

       Answer:  B) Anyone can be a tragic hero 

 

12.  What does Miller suggest is a key quality of the modern tragic hero?  

      A) Wealth and power 

      B) Ignorance of their fate 

      C) Courage and integrity 

      D) Political influence 

       Answer:  C) Courage and integrity 

 

13.  Miller believes that the struggles of the common man are:  

      A) Unimportant in literature 

      B) Just as significant as those of nobility 

      C) Best depicted in comedy 

      D) Limited to financial issues 

       Answer:  B) Just as significant as those of nobility 

 

14.  Which play is a prime example of Miller's concept of the tragic common man?  

      A) Death of a Salesman 

      B) The Crucible 
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      C) All My Sons 

      D) A View from the Bridge 

       Answer:  A) Death of a Salesman 

 

15.  Miller argues that modern tragedy often arises from:  

      A) Personal failings alone 

      B) Societal pressures and expectations 

      C) Natural disasters 

      D) Romantic relationships 

       Answer:  B) Societal pressures and expectations 

 

16.  What is the central message of King’s  I Have a Dream speech?   

      A) The importance of economic growth 

      B) The need for educational reform 

      C) The vision of racial equality and justice 

      D) The celebration of American history 

       Answer:  C) The vision of racial equality and justice 

 

17.  Which document does King reference to support his argument for civil rights?  

      A) The Bill of Rights 

      B) The Emancipation Proclamation 

      C) The Constitution 

      D) The Federalist Papers 

       Answer:  B) The Emancipation Proclamation 
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18.  In his speech, King uses the metaphor of a "bad check" to describe:  

      A) Economic inequality 

      B) The unfulfilled promises of America to Black citizens 

      C) The state of education in America 

      D) The failure of the government 

       Answer:  B) The unfulfilled promises of America to Black citizens 

 

19.  What is one of the most repeated phrases in King’s  I Have a Dream speech?   

      A) "Let freedom ring" 

      B) "We shall overcome" 

      C) "I have a dream" 

      D) "Justice for all" 

       Answer:  C) "I have a dream" 

 

20.  King’s vision includes a future where:  

      A) Racial segregation is still present 

      B) All people are judged by their character 

      C) Only certain races thrive 

      D) Economic disparities remain 

       Answer:  B) All people are judged by their character 
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UNIT III 

POETRY 

 Allan Poe   "The Raven" 

A narrative poem about a man mourning the loss of his beloved Lenore. One night, a mysterious 

raven visits him, symbolizing death and despair. The poem explores themes of grief, memory, 

and the torment of loss. 

 

Emily Dickinson   "Because I could not stop for Death" 

This poem personifies Death as a kind carriage driver who takes the speaker on a journey 

through life, past scenes of childhood and maturity, ultimately leading to a grave. It reflects on 

mortality, the passage of time, and the inevitability of death. 

 

 Walt Whitman   "O Captain! My Captain!" 

Written in the wake of President Abraham Lincoln's assassination, this poem uses the metaphor 

of a ship's captain to mourn the loss of Lincoln. It expresses themes of leadership, sacrifice, and 

the emotional impact of loss on a nation. 

 

 Robert Frost   "Mending Wall" 

This poem depicts two neighbors who meet to repair a wall between their properties. One 

neighbor believes in maintaining barriers, while the speaker questions the need for walls. It 

explores themes of tradition, boundaries, and human relationships. 

 

 Wallace Stevens   "The Snow Man" 

In this poem, Stevens emphasizes the need for a detached observer to appreciate the beauty of 

winter. The speaker suggests that to truly see nature, one must shed emotional attachment and 

preconceived notions. It delves into themes of perception, reality, and the relationship between 

the observer and the observed. 
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Sylvia Plath   "Tulips" 

In "Tulips," the speaker describes her experience in a hospital after surgery, focusing on the vivid 

imagery of tulips that invade her sterile environment. The poem explores themes of identity, 

recovery, and the conflict between the self and external expectations. 

 

 Adrienne Rich   "Diving into the Wreck" 

This poem follows a speaker who embarks on an underwater exploration, metaphorically diving 

into the wreck of personal and collective experiences. Rich examines themes of feminist identity, 

the search for truth, and the importance of confronting the past to understand the present. 

 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

O1.  Q: What is the main theme of "The Raven"?  

     A: The main theme is grief and the torment of loss. 

 

2.  Q: Who is the narrator mourning in the poem?  

     A: The narrator is mourning his beloved Lenore. 

 

3.  Q: What does the raven symbolize?  

     A: The raven symbolizes death and despair. 

 

4.  Q: How does the poem's structure contribute to its mood?  

     A: The poem's rhythmic and repetitive structure enhances its melancholic mood. 

 

5.  Q: Who are the characters in the poem?  

     A: The characters are the speaker and Death, personified as a kind carriage driver. 

 



                                                                             American Literature A040901T 
 
 

43 
 

6.  Q: What does the carriage ride represent?  

     A: The carriage ride represents the journey from life to death. 

 

7.  Q: How does the poem depict the passage of time?  

     A: Time is depicted as a gradual journey through different life stages leading to death. 

 

8.  Q: What is the poem's tone towards death?  

     A: The tone is calm and accepting. 

 

9.  Q: Who is the "captain" in the poem?  

     A: The "captain" is President Abraham Lincoln. 

 

10.  Q: What event does the poem mourn?  

      A: The poem mourns Lincoln's assassination. 

 

11.  Q: How does the speaker feel about the captain's death?  

      A: The speaker feels profound grief and loss. 

 

12.  Q: What metaphor is used in the poem?  

      A: The metaphor of a ship's captain leading a crew symbolizes leadership and sacrifice. 

 

13.  Q: What is the main activity in "Mending Wall"?  

      A: The main activity is two neighbors repairing a wall between their properties. 
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14.  Q: What question does the speaker ask about the wall?  

      A: The speaker questions the necessity of having a wall. 

 

15.  Q: What does the wall symbolize?  

      A: The wall symbolizes barriers and the boundaries in human relationships. 

 

16.  Q: How does the neighbor respond to the speaker's questioning?  

      A: The neighbor repeats, "Good fences make good neighbors," emphasizing tradition. 

 

17.  Q: What is the central idea of "The Snow Man"?  

      A: The poem emphasizes the need for emotional detachment to appreciate nature. 

 

18.  Q: What imagery is used in the poem?  

      A: The poem uses imagery of winter and snow to convey its themes. 

 

19.  Q: What does the speaker suggest is necessary for true perception?  

      A: The speaker suggests that one must shed emotional attachments for true perception. 

 

20.  Q: What does the tulip symbolize in the poem?  

      A: The tulips symbolize the intrusion of life and emotion into the speaker's sterile existence. 

 

21.  Q: How does the speaker feel about the tulips?  

      A: The speaker feels overwhelmed and conflicted by the vibrant tulips in her hospital room. 
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22.  Q: What is the speaker's journey in "Diving into the Wreck" metaphorical of?  

      A: The journey represents a search for truth and understanding of personal and collective 

experiences. 

 

23.  Q: What themes does the poem explore?  

      A: The poem explores themes of identity, feminism, and confronting the past. 

 

24.  Q: What does the wreck symbolize?  

      A: The wreck symbolizes the remnants of personal history and societal issues. 

 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

1.  Q: How does the setting of "The Raven" contribute to its overall atmosphere?  

     A: The poem is set in a dark, lonely room at midnight, which creates an atmosphere of despair 

and melancholy. The dimly lit setting enhances the themes of mourning and psychological 

turmoil as the narrator reflects on his lost love. 

 

2.  Q: What is the significance of the refrain “Nevermore” in the poem?  

     A: The refrain “Nevermore” serves as a haunting reminder of the permanence of death and 

loss. Each time the raven repeats this word, it deepens the narrator's sense of hopelessness and 

despair, illustrating his descent into madness. 

 

3.  Q: Discuss how Dickinson personifies death in the poem. What effect does this have on the 

speaker’s perception of mortality?  

     A: Dickinson personifies death as a polite suitor who arrives in a carriage to take the speaker 

on a journey. This gentle portrayal transforms death into a natural part of life, allowing the 

speaker to reflect on her own mortality with calm acceptance rather than fear. 
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4.  Q: In what ways does the poem depict the stages of life, and how does this relate to the 

journey toward death?  

     A: The poem progresses through scenes representing childhood, maturity, and the final 

resting place, symbolizing the speaker’s journey through life. Each stage reflects the inevitability 

of death, reinforcing the idea that life is a continuous journey leading to the grave. 

 

5.  Q: How does Whitman use the metaphor of a ship and its captain to convey his feelings about 

Lincoln's assassination?  

     A: Whitman uses the ship as a metaphor for the nation and Lincoln as its captain. The ship 

represents the struggles and journey of the United States, while Lincoln’s death signifies a 

devastating loss that leaves the nation in mourning, highlighting the fragility of leadership and 

the impact of loss. 

 

6.  Q: Analyze the emotional impact of the poem’s imagery. What specific images evoke feelings 

of grief?  

     A: The imagery of the fallen captain, the “dead” body on the deck, and the ship’s journey 

home evokes intense feelings of grief and sorrow. These stark images emphasize the tragedy of 

Lincoln’s death and the collective mourning experienced by the nation, making the reader 

acutely aware of the loss. 

 

 

7.  Q: What is the central conflict in "Mending Wall," and how does it reflect human 

relationships?  

     A: The central conflict arises from the differing views of the speaker and his neighbor 

regarding the necessity of the wall. This conflict reflects broader themes in human relationships, 

such as the tension between isolation and community, tradition and change, highlighting the 

complexities of social boundaries. 

 

8.  Q: How does the speaker’s attitude toward the wall evolve throughout the poem?  
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     A: Initially, the speaker questions the purpose of the wall and sees it as an unnecessary 

barrier. However, as the poem progresses, he acknowledges the neighbor’s perspective and the 

tradition of maintaining the wall, suggesting a deeper reflection on the balance between 

connection and separation. 

 

9.  Q: Discuss the central idea of perception in "The Snow Man." How does Stevens convey this 

concept?  

     A: The central idea of perception in "The Snow Man" revolves around the necessity of 

detachment to fully appreciate nature. Stevens conveys this by suggesting that to see the beauty 

of winter, one must adopt the perspective of the snowman—free from emotional biases—thus 

highlighting the tension between emotion and observation. 

 

10.  Q: What role does imagery play in the poem, and how does it contribute to its themes?  

      A: The imagery of winter landscapes and the starkness of snow creates a vivid backdrop that 

underscores the themes of perception and reality. By employing cold, precise images, Stevens 

contrasts the emotional warmth of human experience with the clarity of nature, enhancing the 

poem’s exploration of seeing without preconceptions. 

 

11.  Q: How do the tulips serve as a symbol in Plath’s poem? Discuss their significance in the 

context of the speaker's experience.  

      A: In "Tulips," the vibrant tulips symbolize the intrusion of life and emotional chaos into the 

speaker's sterile hospital environment. They represent the conflict between the desire for peace 

and the overwhelming nature of human connections, reflecting the speaker’s struggle with 

identity and the pressures of external expectations. 

 

12.  Q: Analyze the tone of the poem. How does Plath’s choice of language contribute to the 

emotional depth of the speaker’s experience?  

      A: The tone of the poem shifts from calm and detached to overwhelmed and conflicted. 

Plath’s use of stark, vivid language to describe the tulips and the hospital environment creates a 

jarring contrast that heightens the emotional intensity, allowing readers to sense the speaker's 

vulnerability and inner turmoil. 
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13.  Q: What metaphor is central to "Diving into the Wreck," and what does it represent in terms 

of self discovery?  

      A: The metaphor of diving into a wreck represents the exploration of personal and societal 

histories to uncover truth and understanding. This journey into the depths symbolizes the need to 

confront past experiences and traumas to achieve self awareness and growth. 

 

14.  Q: How does Rich address themes of feminism in the poem?  

      A: Rich addresses feminism by highlighting the importance of reclaiming women's narratives 

and experiences, often overlooked or submerged in history. The act of diving into the wreck 

signifies a feminist journey of self discovery and empowerment, emphasizing the need to 

confront and understand one’s identity. 

 

15.  Q: Compare how these poets approach the theme of death and loss in their works. What 

similarities and differences can be identified?  

      A: Each poet explores death and loss from distinct perspectives. Poe's "The Raven" presents 

a dark, obsessive view of mourning; Dickinson's "Because I could not stop for Death" portrays 

death as a gentle transition; Whitman's "O Captain! My Captain!" mourns a national loss; Frost's 

"Mending Wall" considers emotional boundaries; Stevens’ "The Snow Man" emphasizes 

detachment; Plath's "Tulips" illustrates the struggle with emotional intrusion; and Rich's "Diving 

into the Wreck" advocates for confronting and understanding personal history. Together, they 

illustrate the complexity of human responses to death and the multifaceted nature of grief. 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS/ANSWERS 

1.  Q: Analyze the use of symbolism in "The Raven" and its significance to the poem’s themes of 

grief and madness.  

     A: In "The Raven," Poe employs various symbols to explore the themes of grief and madness. 

The raven itself symbolizes death and the permanence of loss, acting as a harbinger of despair 

for the narrator. The dark, dreary setting amplifies the atmosphere of mourning, as does the 

midnight hour, suggesting a time of introspection and sorrow. Other symbols include the "bust of 

Pallas," representing wisdom, which juxtaposes the narrator's increasing insanity. As the poem 

progresses, the repetition of "Nevermore" becomes a symbol of hopelessness, marking the 

narrator’s descent into madness as he grapples with his grief over Lenore. The raven's persistent 
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presence serves as a constant reminder of his loss, emphasizing how grief can consume an 

individual’s mind and reality. 

 

2.  Q: Discuss how Emily Dickinson’s personification of death in "Because I could not stop for 

Death" influences the speaker’s attitude toward mortality.  

     A: In "Because I could not stop for Death," Dickinson personifies Death as a courteous 

gentleman who kindly stops for the speaker, symbolizing a gentle and inevitable transition into 

the afterlife. This portrayal contrasts sharply with traditional depictions of death as frightening or 

grim. By presenting Death as a kind companion, Dickinson allows the speaker to embrace the 

idea of mortality rather than fear it. The journey through various stages of life—childhood, 

maturity, and the grave—further illustrates this acceptance. The calm and reflective tone 

throughout the poem suggests that death is not an abrupt end but a natural progression, leading 

the speaker to a sense of peace and acceptance regarding her mortality. 

 

3.  Q: Examine the emotional depth in Walt Whitman’s "O Captain! My Captain!" and how it 

reflects the impact of Lincoln's assassination on the nation.  

     A: "O Captain! My Captain!" is deeply imbued with emotional resonance, reflecting the 

profound grief and shock experienced by the nation following Abraham Lincoln’s assassination. 

Whitman employs the metaphor of a ship to represent the United States, with Lincoln as its 

captain guiding the nation through turbulent times. The imagery of the ship arriving home to find 

its captain dead encapsulates the devastation felt by citizens who relied on Lincoln’s leadership 

during the Civil War. Whitman's use of first person perspective conveys a personal sense of loss 

that mirrors the collective sorrow of the nation. The juxtaposition of celebration and mourning in 

the poem emphasizes the irony of victory achieved at such a high cost, showcasing how deeply 

intertwined national identity and individual grief can be. 

 

4.  Q: Analyze the philosophical implications of "Mending Wall," particularly in relation to the 

themes of tradition, boundaries, and human connection.  

     A: "Mending Wall" serves as a rich exploration of tradition, boundaries, and human 

connection. The speaker questions the necessity of the wall that separates him from his neighbor, 

expressing skepticism about the saying, “Good fences make good neighbors.” This reflects a 

philosophical inquiry into the reasons behind maintaining boundaries, suggesting that these 

barriers may inhibit genuine connection and understanding between individuals. The speaker’s 

contemplative attitude contrasts with the neighbor’s adherence to tradition, illustrating the 
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tension between progress and conformity. The act of mending the wall becomes a ritual that 

raises questions about the nature of human relationships—whether they thrive on connection or 

are reinforced by barriers. Ultimately, Frost invites readers to consider the balance between 

personal boundaries and the need for community, prompting reflection on how societal norms 

shape interpersonal dynamics. 

 

5.  Q: Discuss the theme of perception in Wallace Stevens' "The Snow Man" and how it relates 

to the experience of nature.  

     A: In "The Snow Man," Wallace Stevens intricately explores the theme of perception, 

particularly how one's emotional state can distort the appreciation of nature. The poem suggests 

that to truly experience and understand the beauty of the natural world, one must adopt an 

objective, detached viewpoint, akin to that of the snowman described in the poem. Stevens 

emphasizes the need to shed personal biases and emotional attachments, advocating for a clear 

eyed observation of the environment. This perspective challenges readers to confront the 

complexities of human experience, where emotions often cloud judgment and appreciation. The 

imagery of winter and the starkness of the snow evoke a sense of clarity and simplicity, 

underscoring the idea that true perception requires a willingness to see the world as it is, free 

from the encumbrance of human sentiment. 

 

6.  Q: Analyze the conflicting emotions presented in Sylvia Plath’s "Tulips" and how they reflect 

the speaker’s struggle with identity and recovery.  

     A: "Tulips" captures the conflicting emotions of the speaker as she navigates her experience 

in a hospital following surgery. The tulips symbolize the vibrant, chaotic aspects of life that 

intrude upon the speaker’s desire for peace and isolation. Initially, the speaker embraces the 

sterile, calm environment of the hospital, seeing it as a refuge from the demands of her identity. 

However, the arrival of the tulips disrupts this tranquility, forcing her to confront the vibrancy 

and complexity of life that she wishes to escape. This struggle illustrates the tension between the 

speaker's desire for autonomy and the societal expectations that come with identity and recovery. 

Plath’s vivid imagery and stark contrasts between the sterile environment and the colorful tulips 

effectively convey the speaker’s vulnerability and inner turmoil, highlighting the challenges of 

reconciling personal desire with external realities. 

 

7.  Q: Explore the metaphor of diving in Adrienne Rich's "Diving into the Wreck" and its 

significance in understanding personal and collective histories.  
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     A: The metaphor of diving in "Diving into the Wreck" serves as a powerful exploration of the 

search for truth within personal and collective histories. The act of diving represents a journey 

into the depths of one’s past, confronting the wreckage of experiences that shape identity. Rich 

emphasizes the importance of examining the remnants of history, both personal and societal, as a 

means of understanding and reclaiming narratives that have been submerged or overlooked. The 

journey into the wreck signifies a willingness to confront trauma and complexity, suggesting that 

true understanding requires grappling with the past rather than avoiding it. Rich’s imagery of the 

ocean and the wreck emphasizes the hidden depths of experience, inviting readers to reflect on 

their own histories and the significance of confronting the wrecks in their lives to achieve 

personal growth and empowerment. 

 

8.  Q: Compare and contrast the approaches to death and loss in the works of Poe, Dickinson, 

Whitman, and Plath. How do their styles and themes reflect their individual philosophies?  

     A: Each poet addresses the themes of death and loss through unique lenses, reflecting their 

individual philosophies. In Poe's "The Raven," death is a source of torment and despair, 

symbolized by the relentless raven that embodies grief. Poe's dark, rhythmic style enhances the 

feeling of entrapment within sorrow. In contrast, Dickinson’s "Because I could not stop for 

Death" presents death as a gentle transition, personified as a kind suitor. Her reflective and 

serene tone suggests acceptance rather than fear, indicating a more contemplative approach to 

mortality. Whitman’s "O Captain! My Captain!" mourns a national loss with personal depth, 

using metaphor to illustrate the collective grief felt after Lincoln’s assassination. His free verse 

style conveys a passionate and inclusive expression of sorrow. Plath’s "Tulips" reflects a struggle 

with emotional chaos and identity, emphasizing the intrusiveness of life in moments of 

vulnerability. While Poe and Plath focus on the darkness of grief, Dickinson and Whitman offer 

more nuanced, accepting perspectives on mortality, demonstrating how their styles and themes 

encapsulate their views on life, death, and the human experience. 

 

9.  Q: Discuss the role of nature in the selected poems, particularly in how it serves as a backdrop 

for exploring human emotions and experiences.  

     A: Nature plays a crucial role in the selected poems, serving as a backdrop that reflects and 

amplifies human emotions and experiences. In Frost’s "Mending Wall," nature is intertwined 

with the human experience of building and maintaining boundaries, suggesting that the natural 

landscape influences social interactions. In Stevens' "The Snow Man," the wintry setting 

becomes a canvas for exploring perception and detachment, highlighting how nature can evoke 

clarity amid emotional turmoil. In Dickinson's "Because I could not stop for Death," the journey 
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through natural landscapes symbolizes the stages of life, reinforcing the inevitability of death. 

Plath's "Tulips" juxtaposes the sterile hospital environment with the vibrant tulips, illustrating the 

tension between the speaker’s desire for peace and the chaos of life. Rich’s "Diving into the 

Wreck" uses the ocean as a metaphor for exploring hidden depths and histories, emphasizing the 

complexity of personal and collective experiences. Together, these poems illustrate how nature 

not only serves as a setting but also reflects the intricacies of human emotion and the search for 

meaning. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

1.  What is the primary theme of "The Raven"?  

     A) Love 

     B) Grief 

     C) Nature 

     D) Adventure   

    Answer:  B) Grief 

 

2.  What does the raven symbolize in the poem?  

     A) Hope 

     B) Death 

     C) Freedom 

     D) Joy   

    Answer:  B) Death 

 

3.  What does the narrator keep asking the raven?  

     A) Where is Lenore? 

     B) Will I ever be happy? 

     C) Can I join you? 
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     D) What is your name?   

    Answer:  A) Where is Lenore? 

 

 

4.  How is death personified in the poem?  

     A) As a monster 

     B) As a kind suitor 

     C) As a thief 

     D) As a teacher   

    Answer:  B) As a kind suitor 

 

5.  What is the significance of the carriage ride in the poem?  

     A) It represents a journey through life. 

     B) It symbolizes a long vacation. 

     C) It is a metaphor for a party. 

     D) It shows the speaker's fear of death.   

    Answer:  A) It represents a journey through life. 

 

6.  What stages of life does the speaker encounter on the journey?  

     A) Childhood, adulthood, old age 

     B) Childhood, maturity, death 

     C) Love, loss, mourning 

     D) Education, work, retirement   

    Answer:  B) Childhood, maturity, death 
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7.  Who does the "captain" symbolize in this poem?  

     A) George Washington 

     B) Abraham Lincoln 

     C) Walt Whitman 

     D) Thomas Jefferson   

    Answer:  B) Abraham Lincoln 

 

8.  What is the tone of the poem following the captain's death?  

     A) Joyful 

     B) Indifferent 

     C) Mourning 

     D) Hopeful   

    Answer:  C) Mourning 

 

9.  What does the ship represent in the poem?  

     A) The journey of life 

     B) The struggles of war 

     C) The nation 

     D) A family   

    Answer:  C) The nation 

 

10.  What is the main activity in "Mending Wall"?  
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      A) Building a house 

      B) Planting trees 

      C) Mending a wall 

      D) Painting a fence   

     Answer:  C) Mending a wall 

 

11.  What phrase does the neighbor repeat?  

      A) "Walls are necessary." 

      B) "Good fences make good neighbors." 

      C) "I love my home." 

      D) "Keep away."   

     Answer:  B) "Good fences make good neighbors." 

 

12.  What does the wall symbolize in the poem?  

      A) Connection 

      B) Isolation 

      C) Friendship 

      D) Nature   

     Answer:  B) Isolation 

 

 

13.  What is the central idea of "The Snow Man"?  

      A) The beauty of winter 

      B) The need for emotional detachment 
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      C) The joy of childhood 

      D) The sadness of loss   

     Answer:  B) The need for emotional detachment 

 

14.  What must one do to truly appreciate nature, according to Stevens?  

      A) Feel deeply 

      B) Observe without emotion 

      C) Write poetry 

      D) Connect with others   

     Answer:  B) Observe without emotion 

 

 

15.  What do the tulips symbolize in Plath's poem?  

      A) Happiness 

      B) Life and chaos 

      C) Death 

      D) Solitude   

     Answer:  B) Life and chaos 

 

16.  How does the speaker feel about the tulips in the poem?  

      A) Indifferent 

      B) Overwhelmed 

      C) Joyful 

      D) Nostalgic   
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     Answer:  B) Overwhelmed 

 

17.  What does the wreck symbolize in Rich's poem?  

      A) A lost ship 

      B) Historical trauma 

      C) An underwater cave 

      D) A beautiful landscape   

     Answer:  B) Historical trauma 

 

18.  What is the purpose of the dive in the poem?  

      A) To escape reality 

      B) To seek truth and understanding 

      C) To explore nature 

      D) To find treasure   

     Answer:  B) To seek truth and understanding 

 

19.  Which poet uses a conversational tone and personal experience to address death?  

      A) Edgar Allan Poe 

      B) Emily Dickinson 

      C) Walt Whitman 

      D) Robert Frost   

     Answer:  B) Emily Dickinson 

 

20.  What common theme is present in all these poems?  
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      A) Love 

      B) Nature 

      C) Death and loss 

      D) Happiness   

     Answer:  C) Death and loss 
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UNIT IV 

DRAMA 

 

 Eugene O'Neill   "The Thirst" 

 

 "The Thirst" is a one act play that explores themes of isolation, existential despair, and the 

struggle for meaning in life. The characters grapple with their internal conflicts and the harsh 

realities of their existence, reflecting O'Neill's fascination with the human condition and the 

search for connection. The play showcases O'Neill’s ability to depict psychological depth and 

emotional turmoil, highlighting the characters' yearning for fulfillment in a world that often feels 

indifferent to their suffering. 

 

 Edward Albee   "The Zoo Story" 

 

"The Zoo Story" is a one act play that centers on an encounter between two men, Jerry and Peter, 

in Central Park. Jerry is a disaffected, isolated man who confronts Peter, a more conventional 

and complacent character. Their conversation escalates into a profound exploration of themes 

such as loneliness, communication, and the struggle for human connection. Albee’s play 

critiques societal norms and examines the boundaries between individuals, ultimately leading to 

a violent climax that challenges the audience's perceptions of reality and relationships. 

 

 Lorraine Hansberry   "A Raisin in the Sun" 

 

"A Raisin in the Sun" is a groundbreaking play that follows the Younger family, an African 

American family living in Chicago, as they navigate their dreams and aspirations in a racially 

segregated society. The title refers to a line from Langston Hughes' poem "Harlem," questioning 

what happens to dreams deferred. The play addresses themes of racial discrimination, identity, 

and the pursuit of the American Dream. As the family members confront their differing dreams 

and the challenges posed by their environment, the play highlights the struggles for dignity and 

self fulfillment, ultimately culminating in a powerful assertion of hope and resilience 
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VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  Q: What is the central theme of "The Thirst"?  

     A: The central theme is the struggle for meaning and connection in life. 

 

2.  Q: Who are the main characters in "The Thirst"?  

     A: The main characters are two unnamed men. 

 

3.  Q: What does the title "The Thirst" symbolize?  

     A: It symbolizes a deep longing for fulfillment and understanding. 

 

4.  Q: What type of setting is used in "The Thirst"?  

     A: The setting is minimal, focusing on the characters' internal struggles rather than a specific 

location. 

 

5.  Q: How does O'Neill portray existential despair in the play?  

     A: Through the characters' dialogues and their sense of isolation and frustration. 

 

6.  Q: Who are the two main characters in "The Zoo Story"?  

     A: Jerry and Peter. 

 

7.  Q: What is the setting of "The Zoo Story"?  

     A: Central Park, New York City. 
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8.  Q: What prompts the confrontation between Jerry and Peter?  

     A: Jerry's desire for meaningful connection and his frustration with Peter's complacency. 

 

9.  Q: What is the significance of the title "The Zoo Story"?  

     A: It reflects themes of confinement and the exploration of human behavior in society. 

 

10.  Q: How does the play end?  

      A: The play ends violently, with Jerry's act of aggression towards Peter, symbolizing a 

breakdown of communication. 

 

11.  Q: What is the main conflict in "A Raisin in the Sun"?  

      A: The conflict revolves around the Younger family's differing dreams and aspirations amid 

racial discrimination. 

 

12.  Q: Who is Walter Lee Younger?  

      A: Walter is the son of Lena Younger, who aspires to improve his family's financial situation. 

 

13.  Q: What does the character Beneatha Younger aspire to become?  

      A: Beneatha aspires to become a doctor. 

 

14.  Q: What does the title "A Raisin in the Sun" refer to?  

      A: It refers to a line from Langston Hughes' poem about dreams deferred. 

 

15.  Q: What is Mama's dream for the family?  

      A: Mama dreams of owning a house and providing a better life for her family. 
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16.  Q: How does the play address racial discrimination?  

      A: It highlights the challenges faced by the Younger family as they attempt to move into a 

white neighborhood. 

 

17.  Q: What is the climax of "A Raisin in the Sun"?  

      A: The climax occurs when Walter decides to reject Mr. Lindner’s offer and embrace his 

family's dignity. 

 

18.  Q: How does the play end?  

      A: The play ends on a hopeful note, with the family moving into their new home, 

symbolizing resilience and determination. 

 

19.  Q: What role does money play in the Younger family's struggles?  

      A: Money is a source of conflict and a means to pursue their dreams, highlighting the impact 

of socioeconomic factors on their aspirations. 

 

20.  Q: What is a key message of "A Raisin in the Sun"?  

      A: A key message is the importance of dreams and the resilience of the human spirit in the 

face of adversity. 

 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  Q: What are the psychological struggles faced by the characters in "The Thirst"?  

     A: The characters grapple with existential despair and feelings of isolation. They express their 

deep longing for connection and meaning in a world that often feels indifferent to their suffering. 
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2.  Q: How does O'Neill use dialogue to convey the theme of longing in "The Thirst"?  

     A: O'Neill employs intense, fragmented dialogue that reveals the characters' inner thoughts 

and emotions, highlighting their desperation for understanding and the profound void in their 

lives. 

 

3.  Q: In what ways does the setting influence the mood of "The Thirst"?  

     A: The minimalistic and ambiguous setting creates a sense of confinement and disconnection, 

emphasizing the characters' psychological states and their struggle against external and internal 

barriers. 

 

4.  Q: How does the play reflect O'Neill's broader views on human existence?  

     A: The play embodies O'Neill's existentialist perspective, portraying life as a search for 

meaning amid suffering and isolation, ultimately questioning the value of human connections. 

 

5.  Q: What motivates Jerry to approach Peter in Central Park?  

     A: Jerry is driven by his profound sense of isolation and his desire to break through the 

barriers of social convention, seeking a meaningful connection with Peter, who represents a 

contrasting lifestyle. 

 

6.  Q: Describe the significance of the bench in "The Zoo Story."  

     A: The bench serves as a physical and symbolic barrier between Jerry and Peter. It represents 

social boundaries and the comforts of conventional life, which Jerry seeks to challenge and 

dismantle. 

 

7.  Q: How does Albee use the character of Jerry to critique societal norms?  

     A: Jerry embodies the frustrations of those who feel alienated by societal expectations. His 

aggressive confrontation with Peter exposes the superficiality of social interactions and the deep 

need for genuine connection. 
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8.  Q: What is the climax of "The Zoo Story," and what does it signify?  

     A: The climax occurs when Jerry forces Peter to confront his own fears and societal 

complacency through physical violence. This act symbolizes the breaking down of barriers and 

the chaos that can arise from human interaction. 

 

9.  Q: How do the characters in "A Raisin in the Sun" represent different aspects of the African 

American experience?  

     A: Each character embodies distinct perspectives on race, identity, and aspiration. Walter 

represents economic ambition, Beneatha challenges gender norms and cultural identity, and 

Mama symbolizes traditional values and hope for a better future. 

 

10.  Q: What does the Younger family's struggle for a new home symbolize in the play?  

      A: Their quest for a new home symbolizes the broader struggle for dignity and equality 

within a racially segregated society. It reflects their aspirations for a better life and the pursuit of 

the American Dream. 

 

11.  Q: How does Hansberry address the theme of dreams deferred in "A Raisin in the Sun"?  

      A: The play explores the impact of unfulfilled dreams on the characters' lives, particularly 

through Walter's failed business ventures and Beneatha's aspirations for education, highlighting 

the emotional toll of societal barriers. 

 

12.  Q: What role does Mama's plant play in "A Raisin in the Sun"?  

      A: Mama's plant symbolizes her nurturing spirit and the family's hopes for growth and 

prosperity. It reflects her desire for a better life for her family and her commitment to her 

heritage. 

 

13.  Q: Describe the significance of Walter's final decision regarding Mr. Lindner's offer.  
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      A: Walter's refusal to accept Mr. Lindner's buyout signifies a reclaiming of dignity and pride. 

It marks his growth as a character and his commitment to his family's legacy, choosing honor 

over financial gain. 

 

14.  Q: How does the play's conclusion reflect on the theme of resilience?  

      A: The conclusion shows the Younger family's determination to overcome adversity. Despite 

their challenges, they choose to move into their new home, symbolizing hope, resilience, and the 

enduring power of dreams. 

 

15.  Q: In what ways does "A Raisin in the Sun" challenge societal norms regarding race and 

gender?  

      A: The play challenges societal expectations by presenting complex African American 

characters who defy stereotypes. Beneatha's ambition and Walter's struggle for authority 

highlight the intersection of race and gender in the pursuit of identity and self fulfillment. 

 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

1.  Q: How does Eugene O'Neill explore the theme of existential despair in "The Thirst," and 

what literary techniques does he employ to convey this theme?  

      A:  In "The Thirst," O'Neill delves into the theme of existential despair by portraying 

characters who are deeply isolated and searching for meaning in their lives. The dialogue is 

fragmented and intense, reflecting the internal struggles of the characters. O'Neill uses a 

minimalistic setting to focus the audience's attention on the characters’ psychological turmoil. 

The characters express their longing for connection and understanding, which contrasts sharply 

with their feelings of abandonment and alienation. Through their interactions, O'Neill captures 

the essence of human suffering and the often futile quest for fulfillment, making the audience 

acutely aware of the characters' profound sense of isolation. 

 

2.  Q: In what ways does the setting of "The Thirst" contribute to the overall mood and themes of 

the play?  

      A:  The setting of "The Thirst" is deliberately ambiguous and minimalistic, creating a sense 

of confinement that mirrors the characters' psychological states. This lack of a specific location 
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reinforces the idea that the characters are trapped in their own despair, both physically and 

emotionally. The sparse environment allows the audience to focus on the characters' dialogues 

and interactions, emphasizing their isolation and longing for connection. The atmosphere is bleak 

and oppressive, reflecting the characters’ internal struggles. As they grapple with their existential 

crises, the setting serves as a powerful backdrop that enhances the themes of isolation and the 

search for meaning in an indifferent world. 

 

3.  Q: Analyze the character of Jerry in "The Zoo Story" and discuss how his background 

influences his interactions with Peter.  

      A:  Jerry is a complex character whose background significantly influences his interactions 

with Peter. He comes from a dysfunctional family and feels alienated from society. This sense of 

isolation drives him to seek out Peter, a representative of the conventional, middle class life that 

Jerry finds both appealing and repulsive. Throughout the play, Jerry's aggressive behavior 

reflects his frustration with social norms and his desire for genuine connection. His upbringing 

has instilled in him a profound sense of disillusionment, leading him to challenge Peter's 

complacency. Jerry's attempts to provoke Peter can be seen as a desperate cry for help, 

highlighting the deep seated need for human connection that drives the narrative forward. 

 

4.  Q: How does Albee utilize the setting of Central Park in "The Zoo Story" to enhance the 

play's themes of isolation and communication?  

      A:  The setting of Central Park in "The Zoo Story" serves as a stark contrast to the themes of 

isolation and communication explored in the play. While the park is a public space often 

associated with social interactions and community, it becomes a backdrop for profound 

alienation. Jerry and Peter's meeting in this seemingly open environment underscores the irony 

of their disconnectedness. Despite being in a public space, their interaction reveals the barriers 

that separate them. Albee uses this juxtaposition to highlight the complexities of communication; 

even in a crowded city, individuals can feel profoundly alone. The park setting accentuates the 

characters' struggles to bridge the gap between them, illustrating the challenges of meaningful 

human connection. 

 

5.  Q: Discuss the role of the American Dream in "A Raisin in the Sun" and how different 

characters interpret it.  

      A:  The American Dream is a central theme in "A Raisin in the Sun," and each character 

interprets it differently, reflecting their unique aspirations and experiences. For Walter Lee 
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Younger, the dream is primarily about financial success and the ability to provide a better life for 

his family through entrepreneurship. He believes that achieving wealth will elevate his status and 

fulfill his sense of purpose. Beneatha Younger, on the other hand, views the American Dream 

through the lens of personal and professional ambition, aspiring to become a doctor and break 

societal barriers related to gender and race. Mama, representing the older generation, sees the 

dream as owning a home and providing stability for her family, emphasizing values of dignity 

and heritage. The play critiques the notion of the American Dream by showcasing the obstacles 

each character faces, particularly the impact of systemic racism and economic inequality, 

ultimately suggesting that the dream is often elusive and fraught with challenges. 

 

6.  Q: How does Lorraine Hansberry address issues of race and identity in "A Raisin in the Sun"?  

      A:  Lorraine Hansberry addresses issues of race and identity in "A Raisin in the Sun" by 

portraying the struggles of an African American family in a racially segregated society. The 

Younger family's aspirations are consistently thwarted by systemic racism, as seen when they 

confront Mr. Lindner, who offers to buy them out of their new home to prevent them from 

moving into a white neighborhood. This encounter highlights the external societal pressures that 

impact their dreams and self perception. The characters also grapple with their cultural identity, 

particularly through Beneatha's exploration of her African heritage and her rejection of 

traditional gender roles. Hansberry uses these dynamics to illustrate the complexities of identity 

formation in the context of race, ultimately advocating for self acceptance and the assertion of 

one's dignity in the face of oppression. 

 

7.  Q: Analyze the significance of the plant in "A Raisin in the Sun" and what it symbolizes for 

Mama and the family.  

      A:  The plant in "A Raisin in the Sun" serves as a powerful symbol of Mama's nurturing 

spirit and her dreams for the family's future. It represents her desire to provide care and 

sustenance for her loved ones, much like she tends to the plant, which struggles to thrive yet 

reflects resilience. Mama's dedication to the plant mirrors her hopes for her family's growth and 

prosperity. Throughout the play, the plant symbolizes the family's heritage and their aspirations 

for a better life. When Mama eventually moves into the new house, the plant signifies the 

realization of her dreams and the family's commitment to their roots. It embodies the struggle 

against adversity and the belief in new beginnings, encapsulating the overarching theme of hope 

and resilience in the face of challenges. 
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8.  Q: What role does the confrontation between Jerry and Peter play in illustrating the themes of 

isolation and the human condition in "The Zoo Story"?  

      A:  The confrontation between Jerry and Peter serves as a critical turning point in "The Zoo 

Story," illustrating the themes of isolation and the complexities of the human condition. As their 

dialogue escalates, it becomes clear that Jerry's aggressive tactics are aimed at dismantling 

Peter's complacency and forcing him to confront his own isolation. This encounter highlights the 

barriers that individuals construct to shield themselves from emotional vulnerability. Through 

this confrontation, Albee examines the human tendency to avoid genuine connections, revealing 

the profound loneliness that exists even in social settings. The climax of their interaction 

emphasizes the often chaotic nature of human relationships, suggesting that true connection 

requires discomfort and vulnerability, ultimately challenging the audience to reflect on their own 

barriers to communication. 

 

9.  Q: How does the character of Walter Lee Younger evolve throughout "A Raisin in the Sun," 

and what factors contribute to his transformation?  

      A:  Walter Lee Younger's character undergoes significant evolution throughout "A Raisin in 

the Sun," primarily driven by his internal struggles and external circumstances. Initially, Walter 

is consumed by his desire for financial success and feels trapped in his role as a chauffeur, 

leading to feelings of frustration and inadequacy. His dreams of investing in a liquor store reflect 

his desperation for upward mobility. However, as the play progresses, Walter faces various 

challenges, including the disappointment of losing the insurance money and the encounter with 

Mr. Lindner, which forces him to confront his values. Ultimately, Walter's transformation occurs 

when he chooses dignity over financial gain, rejecting Lindner's offer and embracing his family's 

legacy. This pivotal decision signifies his growth from self interest to a deeper understanding of 

identity, pride, and responsibility toward his family, embodying the play's themes of resilience 

and hope. 

 

10.  Q: Discuss the impact of gender roles in "A Raisin in the Sun" and how they affect the 

characters' aspirations and relationships.  

       A:  Gender roles play a crucial role in "A Raisin in the Sun," influencing the characters' 

aspirations and relationships within the Younger family. Beneatha's pursuit of a medical career 

challenges traditional gender expectations and reflects the broader feminist movement of the 

time. Her ambitions create tension with her family, particularly with Walter, who struggles to 

reconcile his masculinity with her independence. Walter's desire to be the provider exacerbates 

his feelings of inadequacy, especially when he perceives Beneatha's ambitions as undermining 
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his authority. Mama's traditional values further complicate these dynamics, as she wishes to 

preserve the family's heritage while also supporting her children's aspirations. The play illustrates 

how rigid gender roles can hinder personal growth and strain relationships, ultimately advocating 

for the importance of individual aspirations and mutual respect in the pursuit of dreams. 

 

 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

 

1.  What is the primary theme of "The Thirst"?  

     A) Love 

     B) Isolation 

     C) Success 

     D) Friendship   

    Answer:  B) Isolation 

 

2.  How many characters are in "The Thirst"?  

     A) One 

     B) Two 

     C) Three 

     D) Four   

    Answer:  B) Two 

 

3.  What does the title "The Thirst" symbolize?  

     A) A physical need for water 
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     B) A longing for connection 

     C) A desire for wealth 

     D) A quest for knowledge   

    Answer:  B) A longing for connection 

 

4.  Which literary technique is prominently used in "The Thirst"?  

     A) Flashback 

     B) Stream of consciousness 

     C) Fragmented dialogue 

     D) Foreshadowing   

    Answer:  C) Fragmented dialogue 

 

5.  What type of setting is used in "The Thirst"?  

     A) A bustling city 

     B) A rural farm 

     C) A minimalistic, ambiguous space 

     D) A beach   

    Answer:  C) A minimalistic, ambiguous space 

 

 

6.  Who are the two main characters in "The Zoo Story"?  

     A) Jerry and Walter 

     B) Peter and Walter 

     C) Jerry and Peter 



                                                                             American Literature A040901T 
 
 

71 
 

     D) Mama and Walter   

    Answer:  C) Jerry and Peter 

 

7.  What does Jerry want from Peter in their conversation?  

     A) Friendship 

     B) Money 

     C) Understanding 

     D) A job   

    Answer:  C) Understanding 

 

8.  Where does the play "The Zoo Story" take place?  

     A) A restaurant 

     B) A zoo 

     C) Central Park 

     D) A private home   

    Answer:  C) Central Park 

 

9.  What does Jerry bring to symbolize his isolation?  

     A) A dog 

     B) A book 

     C) A gun 

     D) A chair   

    Answer:  C) A gun 
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10.  What is the outcome of the confrontation between Jerry and Peter?  

      A) They become friends 

      B) Peter leaves 

      C) Jerry dies 

      D) They fight physically   

     Answer:  D) They fight physically 

 

11.  What does the title "A Raisin in the Sun" refer to?  

      A) A dessert 

      B) A line from a poem 

      C) A family tradition 

      D) A character’s name   

    Answer:  B) A line from a poem 

 

12.  Who is the matriarch of the Younger family?  

      A) Beneatha 

      B) Walter 

      C) Lena (Mama) 

      D) Ruth   

    Answer:  C) Lena (Mama) 

 

13.  What is Walter Lee Younger’s main dream?  

      A) To travel the world 

      B) To own a liquor store 
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      C) To be an artist 

      D) To become a doctor   

    Answer:  B) To own a liquor store 

 

14.  Which character aspires to become a doctor?  

      A) Walter 

      B) Ruth 

      C) Beneatha 

      D) Mama   

    Answer:  C) Beneatha 

 

15.  What does Mama want to buy with the insurance money?  

      A) A car 

      B) A house 

      C) A business 

      D) A vacation   

    Answer:  B) A house 

 

16.  What does Mr. Lindner offer the Younger family?  

      A) A loan 

      B) A job 

      C) To buy their new house 

      D) A scholarship   

    Answer:  C) To buy their new house 
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17.  What causes tension between Walter and Ruth?  

      A) Money issues 

      B) Walter's drinking 

      C) Ruth's job 

      D) Family dynamics   

    Answer:  A) Money issues 

 

18.  What is Beneatha’s cultural exploration about in the play?  

      A) American culture 

      B) African heritage 

      C) European traditions 

      D) Gender roles   

    Answer:  B) African heritage 

 

19.  What happens at the end of "A Raisin in the Sun"?  

      A) The family moves into their new home 

      B) They lose everything 

      C) Walter leaves 

      D) They remain in the apartment   

    Answer:  A) The family moves into their new home 

 

20.  How does the play portray the theme of dreams deferred?  

      A) Through financial success 
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      B) Through the characters’ struggles for their aspirations 

      C) Through cultural traditions 

      D) Through romantic relationships   

    Answer:  B) Through the characters’ struggles for their aspirations 

 

21.  What common theme do "The Thirst," "The Zoo Story," and "A Raisin in the Sun" share?  

      A) Friendship 

      B) Family dynamics 

      C) Isolation and the search for meaning 

      D) Economic success   

    Answer:  C) Isolation and the search for meaning 

 

22.  How do the settings of these plays influence the characters’ experiences?  

      A) They provide comfort 

      B) They serve as backdrops for action 

      C) They amplify feelings of isolation 

      D) They distract from the plot   

    Answer:  C) They amplify feelings of isolation 

 

23.  What role does communication play in "The Zoo Story"?  

      A) It fosters friendship 

      B) It highlights misunderstandings 

      C) It leads to conflict 

      D) It is irrelevant   
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    Answer:  C) It leads to conflict 

 

24.  How do financial struggles manifest in the characters of "A Raisin in the Sun"?  

      A) They create harmony 

      B) They drive characters apart 

      C) They lead to success 

      D) They are ignored   

    Answer:  B) They drive characters apart 

 

25.  Which of the following best describes the ending of "The Thirst"?  

      A) Hopeful 

      B) Ambiguous 

      C) Tragic 

      D) Joyful   

    Answer:  B) Ambiguous 

 

26.  In "A Raisin in the Sun," what does the character of Mama represent?  

      A) Economic aspiration 

      B) Tradition and family values 

      C) Individual dreams 

      D) Social change   

    Answer:  B) Tradition and family values 

 

27.  What is Jerry’s primary motivation for engaging with Peter in "The Zoo Story"?  
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      A) Loneliness 

      B) Anger 

      C) Curiosity 

      D) Friendship   

    Answer:  A) Loneliness 

 

28.  Which character undergoes significant development in "A Raisin in the Sun"?  

      A) Ruth 

      B) Mama 

      C) Walter 

      D) Beneatha   

    Answer:  C) Walter 

 

29.  What does the encounter with Mr. Lindner represent for the Younger family?  

      A) Opportunity 

      B) Compromise 

      C) Racial prejudice 

      D) Success   

    Answer:  C) Racial prejudice 
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UNIT V 

 

SHORT STORY /FICTION  

Edgar Allan Poe   "The Purloined Letter" 

"The Purloined Letter" is a short story featuring C. Auguste Dupin, a brilliant amateur detective. 

The plot revolves around the theft of a compromising letter belonging to a high ranking official, 

which is being used to blackmail him. The police are unable to find the letter, as it is cleverly 

hidden by the thief. Dupin employs his analytical skills to uncover the letter's location, ultimately 

revealing that the solution lies in looking at the problem from a different perspective. This story 

explores themes of perception, intelligence, and the nature of crime. 

 

F. Scott Fitzgerald   "The Great Gatsby" 

"The Great Gatsby" is a novel set in the 1920s, centered around the enigmatic Jay Gatsby and his 

obsession with the beautiful Daisy Buchanan. The story is narrated by Nick Carraway, who 

becomes entangled in Gatsby's world of wealth, glamour, and moral decay. Through extravagant 

parties and the pursuit of the American Dream, the novel explores themes of love, social class, 

and the elusiveness of the past. Ultimately, it reveals the hollowness of the American Dream and 

the destructive nature of desire. 

 

Nathaniel Hawthorne   "The Scarlet Letter" 

"The Scarlet Letter" is a historical novel set in Puritan New England, focusing on Hester Prynne, 

a woman who bears an illegitimate child and is publicly shamed for her sin of adultery. Forced to 

wear a scarlet letter "A" as a symbol of her shame, Hester navigates a society that is rigidly 

moralistic and unforgiving. The story delves into themes of sin, guilt, and redemption, exploring 

the complexities of human emotion and the societal pressures that dictate behavior. The novel 

also examines the nature of identity and the struggle for personal autonomy. 

 

Herman Melville   "Moby Dick" 

"Moby Dick" is a novel narrated by Ishmael, a sailor aboard the whaling ship Pequod, led by the 

obsessive Captain Ahab. Ahab is driven by his desire for revenge against Moby Dick, a massive 

white whale that had previously destroyed his ship and bitten off his leg. The novel explores 
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themes of obsession, the struggle against nature, and the limits of human knowledge. Through its 

intricate narrative and philosophical musings, "Moby Dick" examines the relationship between 

humanity and the natural world, as well as the existential quest for meaning in an indifferent 

universe.. 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  Who is the main detective in "The Purloined Letter"?    

    Answer:  C. Auguste Dupin 

 

2.  What is the central mystery in the story?    

    Answer:  The theft of a compromising letter. 

 

3.  Who is the thief in "The Purloined Letter"?    

    Answer:  The Minister D—. 

 

4.  What method does Dupin use to solve the case?    

    Answer:  He changes his perspective and thinks like the thief. 

 

5.  What does the letter symbolize in the story?    

    Answer:  Power and manipulation. 

 

6.  Who narrates "The Great Gatsby"?    

    Answer:  Nick Carraway. 

 

7.  What is Jay Gatsby's ultimate goal?    
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    Answer:  To win back Daisy Buchanan. 

 

8.  Where does the novel take place?    

    Answer:  In the fictional towns of West Egg and East Egg on Long Island. 

 

9.  What does the green light symbolize?    

    Answer:  Gatsby’s hope and dreams for the future. 

 

10.  What social class does Tom Buchanan represent?    

     Answer:  The old money elite. 

 

11.  What sin does Hester Prynne commit?    

     Answer:  Adultery. 

 

12.  What symbol does Hester wear to signify her sin?    

     Answer:  The scarlet letter "A." 

 

13.  Who is the father of Hester’s child, Pearl?    

     Answer:  Arthur Dimmesdale. 

 

14.  What is the primary setting of "The Scarlet Letter"?    

     Answer:  Puritan New England. 

 

15.  What does the character Roger Chillingworth represent?    
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     Answer:  Vengeance and the destructive nature of obsession. 

 

 

16.  Who narrates "Moby Dick"?    

     Answer:  Ishmael. 

 

17.  What is Captain Ahab's obsession?    

     Answer:  Revenge against Moby Dick, the white whale. 

 

18.  What does Moby Dick symbolize in the novel?    

     Answer:  The inscrutable and indifferent nature of the universe. 

 

19.  What type of ship is the Pequod?    

     Answer:  A whaling ship. 

 

20.  What does the final encounter with Moby Dick represent for Ahab?    

     Answer:  A confrontation with fate and his own mortality. 

 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  What techniques does Dupin use to uncover the location of the purloined letter, and how does 

his approach differ from that of the police?    

    Answer:  Dupin uses psychological insight and deductive reasoning, focusing on the mindset 

of the thief rather than solely searching for physical clues. Unlike the police, who look for the 

letter in hidden places, Dupin understands that the letter's concealment requires thinking about 

how it would be hidden in plain sight. 
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2.  Discuss the significance of the letter's contents and how they reflect the themes of power and 

manipulation in the story.    

    Answer:  The letter contains compromising information that allows the thief to exert control 

over the powerful figure. This illustrates how knowledge can be a form of power, and the 

manipulation involved in the theft highlights the lengths individuals will go to maintain control 

over others. 

 

3.  Analyze the character of Jay Gatsby and discuss how his past shapes his pursuit of the 

American Dream.    

    Answer:  Jay Gatsby's humble origins and his love for Daisy Buchanan drive his ambition to 

amass wealth and status. His transformation from James Gatz into Jay Gatsby symbolizes the 

desire to reinvent oneself, but ultimately, his dream becomes corrupted, showcasing the 

emptiness of the American Dream and the social barriers that remain intact despite his wealth. 

 

4.  What role does the setting of East and West Egg play in the narrative, and how do these 

locations reflect social class divisions?    

    Answer:  East Egg represents old money and established wealth, while West Egg symbolizes 

new money and the social climbing of individuals like Gatsby. The characters' interactions with 

these settings highlight the rigid class distinctions of the time, emphasizing the social 

stratification that affects relationships and aspirations. 

 

5.  Examine the character of Hester Prynne and how her experiences with shame and resilience 

shape her identity throughout the novel.    

    Answer:  Hester Prynne endures public shame for her sin of adultery, yet she transforms her 

punishment into a source of strength. Her ability to embrace her identity and support herself and 

her daughter, Pearl, despite societal condemnation illustrates her resilience and challenges the 

Puritanical values of her community. 

 

6.  Discuss the symbolism of the scarlet letter "A" and how its meaning evolves throughout the 

narrative.    
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    Answer:  Initially, the scarlet letter "A" represents Hester's shame and punishment for 

adultery. Over time, it transforms into a symbol of her strength and ability to redefine herself, as 

she uses it to help others and becomes a figure of compassion. The letter's evolving significance 

reflects broader themes of sin, redemption, and identity. 

 

7.  Analyze the relationship between Ishmael and Queequeg and how it represents themes of 

friendship and cultural diversity.    

    Answer:  Ishmael and Queequeg's friendship transcends cultural boundaries, illustrating 

acceptance and mutual respect. Their bond challenges the era's racial prejudices and highlights 

the importance of solidarity among individuals from different backgrounds. Their relationship 

serves as a microcosm of the broader themes of connection and humanity within the novel. 

 

8.  Discuss Captain Ahab's obsession with Moby Dick and how it reflects larger themes of 

revenge and the human condition.    

    Answer:  Ahab's relentless pursuit of Moby Dick symbolizes the destructive nature of 

obsession and the quest for revenge. His fixation on the whale becomes a manifestation of his 

inner turmoil and existential struggle, ultimately leading to his downfall. Ahab's journey raises 

questions about the limits of human ambition and the consequences of unchecked desire. 

 

9.  What role does the whale Moby Dick play as both a literal and symbolic figure in the novel?    

    Answer:  Moby Dick serves as a literal adversary for Ahab and the crew, representing the 

dangers of nature. Symbolically, the whale embodies the unknowable forces of the universe and 

humanity's struggle to comprehend them. Moby Dick's presence challenges the characters' 

beliefs and reveals the futility of their pursuits against the vastness of existence. 

 

10.  Examine the narrative style of "Moby Dick" and its impact on the reader's understanding of 

the story and its themes.    

    Answer:  Melville's narrative style is rich and varied, combining elements of adventure, 

philosophy, and detailed descriptions of whaling. This multifaceted approach immerses the 

reader in the story while prompting reflection on deeper themes such as fate, identity, and the 

nature of evil. The shifts in tone and style reinforce the complexity of the narrative and its 

characters. 
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11.  How do the authors of these works address the concept of sin and redemption, and what are 

the different approaches taken in each narrative?    

    Answer:  In "The Scarlet Letter," Hawthorne explores sin and redemption through Hester's 

public shame and eventual acceptance, emphasizing personal growth. Poe's "The Purloined 

Letter" addresses manipulation as a form of moral sin, with Dupin seeking justice. In "The Great 

Gatsby," Fitzgerald highlights the moral decay of society through Gatsby's pursuit of wealth and 

love, ultimately revealing the futility of his dreams. Melville’s "Moby Dick" explores sin 

through Ahab’s obsession and its catastrophic consequences, reflecting on humanity’s struggle 

with moral ambiguity. 

 

12.  Compare the use of symbols in "The Great Gatsby" and "The Scarlet Letter" and their 

significance to the characters' journeys.    

    Answer:  In "The Great Gatsby," the green light symbolizes Gatsby's unattainable dreams and 

the American Dream's allure. In contrast, the scarlet letter "A" in "The Scarlet Letter" represents 

shame, identity, and resilience. Both symbols are pivotal in shaping the protagonists' 

experiences, as Gatsby's pursuit leads to tragedy while Hester's acceptance of her letter leads to 

empowerment and self definition. 

 

13.  Discuss how isolation and alienation are depicted in "Moby Dick" and "The Purloined 

Letter," and their effects on the characters involved.    

    Answer:  In "Moby Dick," Ishmael experiences isolation in the vast ocean, mirroring Ahab's 

solitary obsession with the whale, which ultimately leads to his downfall. In "The Purloined 

Letter," Dupin’s intellectual isolation enables him to see the truth others miss, but it also 

underscores his detachment from societal norms. Both texts highlight the dual nature of isolation 

as both a source of insight and a barrier to human connection. 

 

14.  How do the social and historical contexts of each work influence the characters and themes?    

    Answer:  The Puritanical context of "The Scarlet Letter" shapes Hester’s punishment and 

societal judgment, reflecting the strict moral codes of the time. In "The Great Gatsby," the 

Roaring Twenties' excess and materialism influence Gatsby's pursuit of wealth and status, 

revealing the era's moral decay. "Moby Dick" reflects the whaling industry's significance and the 



                                                                             American Literature A040901T 
 
 

85 
 

existential anxieties of the 19th century. Poe’s work, influenced by Romanticism, emphasizes 

psychological complexity and moral ambiguity. 

 

15.  Analyze how each author addresses the theme of the American Dream and its implications 

for the characters involved.    

    Answer:  In "The Great Gatsby," Fitzgerald critiques the American Dream by showcasing 

Gatsby's tragic pursuit of wealth and love, illustrating its unattainability. Hawthorne’s "The 

Scarlet Letter" indirectly addresses the American Dream through Hester's struggle for self 

definition against societal constraints. Melville's "Moby Dick" presents a more nuanced view, 

suggesting that the pursuit of individual ambition, like Ahab’s obsession, can lead to destruction. 

Poe’s work, while not explicitly focused on the American Dream, reflects the complexities of 

desire and ambition, challenging traditional notions of success.  

LONG  TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

1.  What are the main themes of "The Purloined Letter," and how does Poe convey these themes 

through the narrative?    

    Answer:  The primary themes of "The Purloined Letter" include the nature of perception, the 

concept of knowledge as power, and the complexities of crime. Poe conveys these themes 

through the character of C. Auguste Dupin, whose analytical abilities allow him to see beyond 

the obvious. The story contrasts Dupin's intellectual approach with the ineffectual methods of the 

police, highlighting the limitations of conventional thinking. The hidden letter symbolizes how 

important truths can be obscured by appearances, emphasizing that understanding requires 

looking beyond surface details. By solving the mystery through psychological insight rather than 

physical searching, Poe suggests that true intelligence involves a deeper understanding of human 

nature and the motivations behind actions. 

 

 

2.  Analyze the role of social class in "The Great Gatsby" and its impact on the characters and 

their relationships.    

    Answer:  In "The Great Gatsby," social class plays a crucial role in shaping the characters' 

identities and relationships. The novel is set in the 1920s, a time of significant social change in 

America, marked by the distinction between "old money" and "new money." Characters like 

Tom Buchanan and Daisy represent the established upper class, who look down upon Gatsby, a 

self made man from humble beginnings. This class distinction creates a barrier between Gatsby 
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and Daisy, despite their shared past. The lavish parties Gatsby throws are an attempt to attract 

Daisy and gain acceptance into her social circle, highlighting his desire for validation. However, 

his wealth ultimately cannot bridge the gap created by class differences. Fitzgerald critiques the 

American Dream by illustrating how the pursuit of wealth and status can lead to moral decay and 

disillusionment, culminating in tragedy for Gatsby and revealing the emptiness of a life built 

solely on materialism. 

 

3.  Discuss the significance of the scarlet letter "A" throughout the novel and how its meaning 

evolves for Hester Prynne and the community.    

    Answer:  The scarlet letter "A," which Hester Prynne is forced to wear as a punishment for her 

adultery, undergoes a profound transformation in meaning throughout Nathaniel Hawthorne's 

novel. Initially, it symbolizes shame and public condemnation, marking Hester as a sinner in the 

eyes of the Puritan community. However, as the story progresses, Hester reclaims the letter's 

meaning through her actions and character development. She becomes a compassionate and self 

reliant individual, helping others and contributing to society, which leads the community to 

reinterpret the "A" as a symbol of her ability to overcome her sin. Hester’s personal journey 

reflects themes of sin, redemption, and identity, as she evolves from a figure of shame to one of 

strength and resilience. The letter also serves as a commentary on the societal attitudes toward 

sin and punishment, illustrating how judgment can shift based on individual perception and 

context. 

 

4.  Examine the character of Captain Ahab and how his obsession with Moby Dick reflects 

broader themes in "Moby Dick."    

    Answer:  Captain Ahab is a complex character whose obsessive pursuit of Moby Dick serves 

as a central focus of Herman Melville's "Moby Dick." Ahab's fixation on the whale symbolizes 

the destructive nature of obsession and the human struggle against fate. His quest for vengeance 

against Moby Dick, who has maimed him, becomes an all consuming drive that alienates him 

from his crew and leads to his downfall. Ahab's character embodies themes of existentialism, as 

he grapples with the limits of human understanding and the mysteries of the universe. His 

determination to conquer the whale reflects a broader commentary on humanity's quest for 

meaning in an indifferent world. Ahab's monomaniacal pursuit ultimately highlights the futility 

of attempting to dominate nature, as his obsession blinds him to the consequences of his actions. 

Through Ahab, Melville explores the tension between ambition and the acceptance of one’s 

limitations, illustrating how unchecked desires can lead to destruction. 
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5.  Analyze the narrative style of "Moby Dick" and how it contributes to the overall themes and 

structure of the novel.    

    Answer:  Herman Melville's narrative style in "Moby Dick" is distinctive and multifaceted, 

blending elements of adventure, philosophy, and detailed descriptions of whaling. The novel is 

narrated by Ishmael, whose voice provides a framework for the story while allowing for a 

diverse range of perspectives and themes. Melville employs a mixture of first person narration, 

digressions on various topics related to whaling, and dramatic dialogue, creating a rich tapestry 

that invites deep reflection. The shifts in tone—from whimsical to tragic, philosophical to 

narrative—enhance the complexity of the characters and their struggles. This narrative approach 

emphasizes the themes of existentialism and the human condition, as Ishmael's observations 

invite readers to ponder the nature of fate, knowledge, and identity. Additionally, the 

interweaving of detailed whaling lore serves to ground the novel in a specific historical context 

while also elevating it to a philosophical exploration of man's relationship with nature and the 

universe. The result is a profound and challenging work that encourages readers to confront the 

ambiguity of existence and the limits of human understanding. 

 

 

 

6.  How do the protagonists in "The Scarlet Letter" and "The Great Gatsby" confront their 

respective societies, and what does this reveal about the authors' critiques of social norms?    

    Answer:  In "The Scarlet Letter," Hester Prynne confronts her Puritan society by refusing to 

let the scarlet letter define her. Despite being ostracized, she embraces her identity and becomes 

a symbol of resilience and strength, challenging the rigid moral codes of her community. Hester's 

journey reflects Nathaniel Hawthorne's critique of the hypocrisy and harshness of societal 

judgment, highlighting the complexities of sin and redemption. In contrast, Jay Gatsby in "The 

Great Gatsby" attempts to transcend his humble origins and gain acceptance into the elite social 

class, yet he is ultimately rejected due to his new money status. Gatsby's lavish parties and 

relentless pursuit of Daisy illustrate the emptiness of the American Dream and the superficial 

nature of social connections. F. Scott Fitzgerald critiques the moral decay and disillusionment of 

the 1920s, emphasizing how social norms can create barriers to genuine human connection and 

fulfillment. Both authors use their protagonists' struggles to highlight the limitations and failures 

of societal expectations. 
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7.  Discuss the role of nature in "Moby Dick" and "The Scarlet Letter," focusing on how it 

shapes the characters' experiences and internal conflicts.    

    Answer:  Nature plays a pivotal role in both "Moby Dick" and "The Scarlet Letter," shaping 

characters' experiences and internal conflicts. In "Moby Dick," the vast and unpredictable ocean 

reflects the uncertainties of existence and the struggles of the characters against the forces 

beyond their control. Ahab’s pursuit of Moby Dick symbolizes humanity's desire to conquer 

nature, yet the whale represents nature’s indifference and power. The ocean serves as both a 

setting for adventure and a reminder of the existential dilemmas that the characters face, 

reinforcing the themes of obsession and the limits of human understanding. In "The Scarlet 

Letter," nature serves as a backdrop for Hester's emotional journey. The forest, in particular, 

symbolizes freedom and the possibility of escape from societal constraints. Hester's interactions 

with nature reflect her inner conflict between societal expectations and her personal desires. 

Hawthorne uses nature to explore themes of sin, identity, and the tension between individuality 

and conformity. Both works illustrate how nature acts as a mirror to the characters' inner lives, 

revealing their struggles and desires. 

 

8.  Compare the use of symbolism in "The Great Gatsby" and "The Purloined Letter" and how it 

enhances the themes of each work.    

    Answer:  In "The Great Gatsby," F. Scott Fitzgerald employs symbols such as the green light, 

the valley of ashes, and Gatsby’s mansion to enhance the themes of aspiration, disillusionment, 

and the American Dream. The green light represents Gatsby’s unreachable dreams and hope for 

the future, while the valley of ashes symbolizes the moral decay resulting from the pursuit of 

wealth. These symbols deepen the reader's understanding of the characters' motivations and the 

emptiness of their pursuits. In "The Purloined Letter," Edgar Allan Poe uses the letter itself as a 

powerful symbol of knowledge and power. The letter's concealment reflects the complexities of 

perception and the idea that important truths can be hidden in plain sight. The success of Dupin 

in recovering the letter underscores themes of intellectual insight and the nature of crime. Both 

authors utilize symbolism to convey deeper meanings and to critique societal values, with 

Fitzgerald focusing on the hollowness of the American Dream and Poe examining the intricacies 

of human behavior and morality. 
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MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS 

 

1.  What is the central mystery in "The Purloined Letter"?    

   A) A missing person   

   B) A stolen letter   

   C) A murder   

   D) A hidden treasure   

    Answer:  B) A stolen letter   

 

2.  Who is the protagonist and detective in "The Purloined Letter"?    

   A) C. Auguste Dupin   

   B) Inspector Lestrade   

   C) Sherlock Holmes   

   D) Poe's narrator   

    Answer:  A) C. Auguste Dupin   

 

3.  How does Dupin solve the mystery of the stolen letter?    

   A) By searching the thief's home   

   B) Through logical reasoning and insight   

   C) By interrogating suspects   

   D) Using a disguise   

    Answer:  B) Through logical reasoning and insight   

 

4.  What does the purloined letter symbolize in the story?    
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   A) Power and manipulation   

   B) Truth and justice   

   C) Wealth and greed   

   D) Friendship and loyalty   

    Answer:  A) Power and manipulation   

 

### F. Scott Fitzgerald   "The Great Gatsby" 

 

5.  Who is the narrator of "The Great Gatsby"?    

   A) Jay Gatsby   

   B) Tom Buchanan   

   C) Nick Carraway   

   D) Daisy Buchanan   

    Answer:  C) Nick Carraway   

 

6.  What does the green light at the end of Daisy's dock symbolize?    

   A) Gatsby's wealth   

   B) Hope and the American Dream   

   C) The past   

   D) Success and ambition   

    Answer:  B) Hope and the American Dream   

 

7.  What is Gatsby's real name?    

   A) James Gatz   
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   B) Jay Gatsby   

   C) Tom Buchanan   

   D) Nick Carraway   

    Answer:  A) James Gatz   

 

8.  What tragic event marks the climax of "The Great Gatsby"?    

   A) Gatsby's death   

   B) Tom's revelation of Gatsby's past   

   C) Daisy's departure   

   D) The car accident that kills Myrtle   

    Answer:  D) The car accident that kills Myrtle   

 

9.  What sin does Hester Prynne commit in "The Scarlet Letter"?    

   A) Theft   

   B) Murder   

   C) Adultery   

   D) Lies   

    Answer:  C) Adultery   

 

10.  What does the scarlet letter "A" initially symbolize?    

    A) Affection   

    B) Ability   

    C) Anger   

    D) Adultery   



                                                                             American Literature A040901T 
 
 

92 
 

     Answer:  D) Adultery   

 

11.  Who is Hester's secret lover?    

    A) Tom Buchanan   

    B) Arthur Dimmesdale   

    C) Roger Chillingworth   

    D) Pearl   

     Answer:  B) Arthur Dimmesdale   

 

12.  What does Pearl represent in the novel?    

    A) Guilt and shame   

    B) Innocence and freedom   

    C) Love and affection   

    D) Wealth and status   

     Answer:  B) Innocence and freedom   

 

13.  Who is the captain of the Pequod?    

    A) Starbuck   

    B) Queequeg   

    C) Ahab   

    D) Ishmael   

     Answer:  C) Ahab   

 

14.  What does the white whale, Moby Dick, symbolize?    
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    A) Nature's beauty   

    B) The unknown and the sublime   

    C) Wealth and power   

    D) Evil and revenge   

     Answer:  B) The unknown and the sublime   

 

15.  What is Ishmael's occupation?    

    A) A carpenter   

    B) A sailor   

    C) A whaler   

    D) A merchant   

     Answer:  C) A whaler   

 

16.  What does Ahab seek to do to Moby Dick?    

    A) Capture him   

    B) Kill him   

    C) Study him   

    D) Befriend him   

     Answer:  B) Kill him   

 

 

17.  Which theme is common to both "The Great Gatsby" and "The Scarlet Letter"?    

    A) The triumph of good over evil   

    B) The pursuit of wealth   



                                                                             American Literature A040901T 
 
 

94 
 

    C) The consequences of sin and societal judgment   

    D) The importance of family   

     Answer:  C) The consequences of sin and societal judgment   

 

18.  In "Moby Dick," what is the significance of the ocean?    

    A) It represents adventure and exploration   

    B) It symbolizes isolation and the unknown   

    C) It reflects wealth and prosperity   

    D) It serves as a backdrop for romance   

     Answer:  B) It symbolizes isolation and the unknown   

 

19.  What does Hester's punishment reveal about Puritan society in "The Scarlet Letter"?    

    A) Their focus on forgiveness   

    B) Their strict moral code and harsh judgment   

    C) Their acceptance of individual choice   

    D) Their love for the community   

     Answer:  B) Their strict moral code and harsh judgment   

 

20.  What narrative technique is primarily used in "The Great Gatsby"?    

    A) First person narration   

    B) Third person omniscient   

    C) Stream of consciousness   

    D) Epistolary format   

     Answer:  A) First person narration   
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UNIT VI 

DOCUMENTARIES /FILM ADAPTATION 

An Inconvenient Truth (2006) 

 "An Inconvenient Truth" is a documentary film featuring former Vice President Al Gore, 

focusing on the issue of climate change.   The film presents scientific evidence about global 

warming and its potential catastrophic effects on the planet. Through compelling visuals and 

personal anecdotes, Gore advocates for urgent action to combat climate change and emphasizes 

the importance of public awareness and political responsibility in addressing this global crisis.  

 

 Stand by Me (1986) 

 "Stand by Me" is a coming of age drama film directed by Rob Reiner, based on Stephen King's 

novella "The Body."   Set in the 1950s, the film follows four young boys—Gordie, Chris, Teddy, 

and Vern—who embark on a journey to find the body of a missing boy. As they face various 

challenges and confront their fears, the boys share personal stories and grow closer. The film 

explores themes of friendship, loss, and the transition from childhood to adulthood. 

 

 Forrest Gump (1994) 

"Forrest Gump" is a drama comedy film directed by Robert Zemeckis, based on the novel by 

Winston Groom.   The film tells the life story of Forrest Gump, a man with a low IQ but a kind 

heart, as he unwittingly influences major historical events in the 20th century. Through his 

adventures—from serving in the Vietnam War to meeting prominent figures like John F. 

Kennedy and Elvis Presley—Forrest remains focused on his love for Jenny, his childhood friend. 

The film examines themes of destiny, love, and the impact of historical events on individual 

lives. 

 

 Little Women (2019) 

 "Little Women" is a coming of age period drama film directed by Greta Gerwig, based on the 

novel by Louisa May Alcott.   The film follows the lives of the four March sisters—Jo, Meg, 

Beth, and Amy—growing up during the Civil War era. It explores their ambitions, struggles, and 

relationships as they navigate societal expectations and their own dreams. The story shifts 
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between their childhood and adulthood, highlighting themes of family, feminism, and the pursuit 

of personal happiness. 

 

 The Miracle Worker (1962) 

 "The Miracle Worker" is a biographical drama film directed by Arthur Penn, based on the play 

by William Gibson.   The film tells the inspiring story of Helen Keller, a young girl who 

becomes deaf and blind due to an illness. With the help of her determined teacher, Annie 

Sullivan, Helen learns to communicate and connect with the world. The film explores themes of 

perseverance, the power of education, and the bond between teacher and student as they 

overcome immense challenges together. 

 

13th (2016) 

 "13th" is a documentary film directed by Ava DuVernay that explores the intersection of race, 

justice, and mass incarceration in the United States.   The film takes its title from the 13th 

Amendment to the U.S. Constitution, which abolished slavery but includes a loophole that allows 

for involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime. It examines the historical context of racial 

inequality and the criminal justice system, highlighting how systemic racism has perpetuated a 

cycle of oppression and mass incarceration of African Americans. Through interviews, archival 

footage, and statistics, "13th" argues that the legacy of slavery continues to shape contemporary 

society. 

VERY SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  What is the primary focus of "An Inconvenient Truth"?    

    Answer:  Climate change and global warming. 

 

2.  Who is the main presenter in the film?    

    Answer:  Al Gore. 

 

3.  What visual aids does Gore use to present his arguments?    
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    Answer:  Graphs, charts, and animations. 

 

4.  What alarming statistic does Gore present about polar ice caps?    

    Answer:  The rapid melting of polar ice caps due to rising temperatures. 

 

5.  What call to action does the film encourage?    

    Answer:  Urgent action to combat climate change. 

 

6.  What event prompts the boys' journey in "Stand by Me"?    

    Answer:  The search for a missing boy's body. 

 

7.  Who narrates the film?    

    Answer:  Gordie Lachance. 

 

8.  What are the names of the four main boys in the film?    

    Answer:  Gordie, Chris, Teddy, and Vern. 

 

9.  What theme is central to the boys’ adventure?    

    Answer:  Friendship and coming of age. 

 

10.  What era is the film set in?    

     Answer:  The 1950s. 

 

11.  What is Forrest’s notable physical condition?    
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     Answer:  He has a low IQ. 

 

12.  Who is Forrest’s childhood love?    

     Answer:  Jenny Curran. 

 

13.  Which war does Forrest serve in?    

     Answer:  The Vietnam War. 

 

14.  What famous quote is associated with the film?    

     Answer:  "Life is like a box of chocolates; you never know what you're gonna get." 

 

15.  What business does Forrest run in the film?    

     Answer:  A shrimping business. 

 

16.  Who are the March sisters in "Little Women"?    

     Answer:  Jo, Meg, Beth, and Amy. 

 

17.  What societal issue does the film address?    

     Answer:  Gender roles and women's rights. 

 

18.  What is Jo’s main aspiration?    

     Answer:  To become a writer. 

 

19.  Who does Meg March marry?    
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     Answer:  John Brooke. 

 

20.  What significant theme is explored in the relationships between the sisters?    

     Answer:  Family bonds and personal growth. 

 

 

21.  What disability does Helen Keller face?    

     Answer:  She is deaf and blind. 

 

22.  Who is Helen’s teacher?    

     Answer:  Annie Sullivan. 

 

23.  What method does Annie use to teach Helen?    

     Answer:  Manual sign language. 

 

24.  What breakthrough does Helen achieve in the film?    

     Answer:  Learning to communicate using words. 

 

25.  What is the primary theme of the film?    

     Answer:  Perseverance and the power of education. 

 

26.  What historical amendment is central to the documentary?    

     Answer:  The 13th Amendment. 
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27.  What does the 13th Amendment state?    

     Answer:  It abolished slavery but allows involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime. 

 

28.  What societal issue does the film focus on?    

     Answer:  Mass incarceration and systemic racism. 

 

29.  Which director created "13th"?    

     Answer:  Ava DuVernay. 

 

30.  What key argument does the film make about the criminal justice system?    

     Answer:  It examines how it perpetuates racial inequality. 

 

SHORT TYPE QUESTIONS/ANSWERS 

 

1.  What are the main causes of climate change as presented in "An Inconvenient Truth"?    

    Answer:  The film highlights human activities such as burning fossil fuels, deforestation, and 

industrial emissions as the primary contributors to greenhouse gas emissions, which lead to 

global warming. 

 

2.  How does Al Gore use personal anecdotes to enhance his message in the documentary?    

    Answer:  Gore shares personal stories about his life and experiences with climate change, 

including his childhood memories of nature, which humanize the issue and emphasize the 

urgency for action to protect the environment. 

 

3.  What significant evidence does the film provide to illustrate the effects of global warming?    
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    Answer:  The film presents visual data, such as the shrinking polar ice caps, rising sea levels, 

and increasing temperatures, as well as dramatic imagery of natural disasters linked to climate 

change. 

 

4.  What motivates the boys to go on their journey to find the missing boy’s body?    

    Answer:  The boys are motivated by curiosity, a desire for adventure, and a wish to prove their 

bravery and maturity as they face personal challenges and the reality of growing up. 

 

5.  What role does nostalgia play in the narrative of "Stand by Me"?    

    Answer:  Nostalgia is central to the film as the adult narrator reflects on his childhood, 

capturing the innocence and complexity of youth while highlighting how those experiences 

shape one’s identity and relationships. 

 

6.  Describe the significance of the film's setting in the 1950s.    

    Answer:  The 1950s setting provides a backdrop of innocence and simplicity, contrasting with 

the boys’ struggles and highlighting the societal expectations and challenges of the time, such as 

family dynamics and the loss of innocence. 

 

7.  How does Forrest Gump’s character challenge traditional notions of intelligence and success?    

    Answer:  Despite his low IQ, Forrest embodies wisdom and kindness, achieving remarkable 

success through sheer determination and love. His journey suggests that emotional intelligence 

and genuine connections can lead to a fulfilling life. 

 

8.  In what ways does the film portray the impact of historical events on individual lives?    

    Answer:  "Forrest Gump" illustrates how major historical events, such as the Vietnam War 

and the Civil Rights Movement, intersect with Forrest’s life, showcasing how personal stories 

are intertwined with broader societal changes. 

 

9.  What are the key elements of the relationship between Forrest and Jenny?    
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    Answer:  Their relationship is characterized by deep love, friendship, and tragic 

circumstances. Jenny represents Forrest's idealized love, but her struggles with her own demons 

contrast with Forrest's unwavering loyalty and innocence. 

 

10.  How does "Little Women" address the theme of female empowerment and ambition?    

    Answer:  The film emphasizes the March sisters’ pursuit of their dreams in a male dominated 

society, showcasing their individual ambitions and challenges while highlighting the importance 

of personal choices and sisterhood in achieving fulfillment. 

 

11.  What role does family play in shaping the characters of the March sisters?    

    Answer:  Family serves as a foundation for the March sisters, providing emotional support, 

moral guidance, and a sense of belonging. Their relationships with each other help them navigate 

societal pressures and personal growth throughout the film. 

 

12.  What challenges does Annie Sullivan face in teaching Helen Keller, and how does she 

overcome them?    

    Answer:  Annie faces skepticism from Helen’s family, Helen’s initial resistance to learning, 

and the enormity of teaching a child who is deaf and blind. She overcomes these challenges 

through patience, determination, and innovative teaching methods, leading to breakthrough 

moments. 

 

13.  Discuss the impact of Helen’s breakthrough moment in the film.    

    Answer:  Helen’s breakthrough moment—when she connects the signs with their meanings—

marks a profound transformation in her life. It symbolizes hope and the power of education, 

demonstrating that communication is vital for human connection and understanding. 

 

14.  How does the documentary "13th" connect the historical context of slavery to modern mass 

incarceration?    

    Answer:  "13th" explores the continuity of racial oppression from slavery to present day mass 

incarceration, illustrating how the 13th Amendment's loophole has allowed for the systemic 
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criminalization and exploitation of African Americans, perpetuating cycles of poverty and 

inequality. 

 

15.  What are some of the documentary's key arguments regarding the criminal justice system?    

    Answer:  The film argues that the criminal justice system is racially biased, disproportionately 

targets people of color, and is influenced by political and economic interests. It highlights how 

media portrayal and legislation contribute to the systemic issues of mass incarceration and social 

injustice. 

 

 

 

LONG TYPE QUESTIONS /ANSWERS 

 

1.  What strategies does Al Gore employ in "An Inconvenient Truth" to effectively communicate 

the urgency of climate change, and how do they enhance the film’s overall message?    

    Answer:  Al Gore uses a combination of personal anecdotes, scientific data, and compelling 

visuals to communicate the urgency of climate change. By sharing his personal journey and 

experiences with the environment, he humanizes the issue, making it relatable to viewers. The 

use of impactful imagery, such as melting glaciers and rising sea levels, visually represents the 

consequences of inaction, driving home the seriousness of the climate crisis. Additionally, 

Gore’s straightforward yet passionate delivery helps engage the audience emotionally, 

encouraging them to feel a sense of responsibility and urgency to take action against climate 

change. 

 

 

2.  Analyze how "Stand by Me" explores the theme of friendship among the four boys and the 

impact of their shared experiences on their journey toward adulthood.    

    Answer:  "Stand by Me" presents friendship as a central theme, showcasing how the bond 

among Gordie, Chris, Teddy, and Vern helps them navigate the challenges of adolescence. As 

they embark on their journey to find the missing boy, they confront personal fears, insecurities, 
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and the harsh realities of life. The shared experiences—such as facing bullies, overcoming 

obstacles, and sharing secrets—create a deep sense of camaraderie that strengthens their 

relationship. Through their interactions, the film illustrates the importance of friendship as a 

source of support and comfort during a pivotal time in their lives, emphasizing how these 

connections can provide resilience and a sense of belonging as they transition into adulthood. 

 

 

3.  Discuss how "Forrest Gump" uses historical events to shape its narrative and how these 

events influence Forrest's character development throughout the film.    

    Answer:  "Forrest Gump" intricately weaves historical events into its narrative, using them as 

a backdrop for Forrest’s life journey. Major events like the Vietnam War, the Civil Rights 

Movement, and the Watergate scandal intersect with Forrest's personal experiences, highlighting 

the impact of history on individual lives. Forrest's character development is influenced by these 

events as he navigates his way through significant moments in American history, often 

unwittingly becoming part of them. His interactions with historical figures and participation in 

pivotal moments—such as meeting John F. Kennedy and serving in Vietnam—illustrate how 

ordinary individuals can influence and be influenced by the larger historical context. The film 

ultimately presents Forrest as a symbol of resilience and kindness in a rapidly changing world, 

showcasing how personal values can endure amidst societal turmoil. 

 

 

 

4.  Examine the role of gender dynamics in "Little Women" and how the March sisters navigate 

societal expectations while pursuing their personal ambitions.    

    Answer:  "Little Women" critically examines gender dynamics in the context of 19th century 

society, where women faced significant limitations in pursuing their ambitions. The March 

sisters—Jo, Meg, Beth, and Amy—each respond differently to societal expectations regarding 

marriage, career, and personal fulfillment. Jo, in particular, challenges traditional gender roles by 

aspiring to be a writer, rejecting the notion that women should solely focus on marriage and 

family. Meanwhile, Meg grapples with her desire for both love and financial stability, reflecting 

the societal pressure to conform to domestic ideals. The film highlights the sisters' struggles and 

triumphs, showcasing their resilience and determination to carve out their paths. By emphasizing 

the importance of sisterhood and personal choice, "Little Women" advocates for women’s 

empowerment and the need for societal change regarding gender equality. 
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5.  How does "The Miracle Worker" depict the relationship between Helen Keller and Annie 

Sullivan, and what does their dynamic reveal about the power of education and perseverance?    

    Answer:  "The Miracle Worker" presents a profound exploration of the relationship between 

Helen Keller and her teacher, Annie Sullivan. Initially, their dynamic is fraught with challenges, 

as Helen's inability to communicate leads to frustration and isolation. Annie, determined to reach 

Helen, employs unconventional teaching methods and demonstrates unwavering patience. As 

their relationship evolves, Annie’s dedication transforms Helen’s world, highlighting the power 

of education in breaking barriers. The film emphasizes that perseverance—both from the teacher 

and the student—is crucial for success. Helen's breakthrough moment, where she finally 

connects words with their meanings, symbolizes the triumph of education and the potential 

within every individual. Their bond exemplifies how love, determination, and understanding can 

lead to profound personal growth and empowerment. 

 

 

6.  Analyze how "13th" connects historical and contemporary issues of race, justice, and mass 

incarceration, and discuss its implications for understanding systemic racism in the United 

States.    

    Answer:  "13th" draws a direct line between the historical context of slavery and 

contemporary issues of mass incarceration, arguing that systemic racism persists through the 

criminal justice system. The documentary highlights how the 13th Amendment's loophole allows 

for involuntary servitude as punishment for crime, which has led to the disproportionate 

incarceration of African Americans. By using archival footage, expert interviews, and statistics, 

the film illustrates how political and economic factors have perpetuated a cycle of oppression, 

criminalization, and exploitation. The documentary challenges viewers to confront 

uncomfortable truths about systemic racism, the influence of media portrayals, and the role of 

legislation in shaping societal attitudes toward race and justice. Its implications call for urgent 

reforms and a re examination of the structures that sustain inequality in the American legal 

system. 

 

7.  What common themes can be identified across "An Inconvenient Truth," "Stand by Me," 

"Forrest Gump," "Little Women," "The Miracle Worker," and "13th," and how do they reflect 

the human experience?    
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    Answer:  Common themes across these films include the struggle for identity, the importance 

of relationships, resilience in the face of adversity, and the pursuit of personal dreams. "An 

Inconvenient Truth" emphasizes collective responsibility for the environment, while "Stand by 

Me" and "Forrest Gump" explore the complexities of friendship and personal growth amid life’s 

challenges. "Little Women" highlights gender dynamics and the fight for autonomy, and "The 

Miracle Worker" showcases the transformative power of education and perseverance. Lastly, 

"13th" addresses systemic issues of race and justice. Together, these films reflect the human 

experience by illustrating how individuals navigate societal pressures, pursue their aspirations, 

and forge meaningful connections, ultimately underscoring the resilience of the human spirit. 

 

8.  How do the personal journeys depicted in these films inspire audiences to reflect on their own 

lives and choices?    

    Answer:  The personal journeys in these films encourage audiences to reflect on their values, 

relationships, and societal roles. For instance, "Forrest Gump" inspires viewers to embrace life’s 

unpredictability and recognize the impact of kindness and perseverance. "Little Women" 

prompts audiences to consider their aspirations in the context of societal expectations and to 

advocate for gender equality. "An Inconvenient Truth" calls for individual action in combating 

climate change, while "Stand by Me" highlights the importance of friendship during formative 

years. The emotional depth of "The Miracle Worker" underscores the significance of education 

and the potential within everyone. Collectively, these narratives motivate viewers to evaluate 

their choices, relationships, and responsibilities within their communities and the world. 

 

9.  In what ways have these films contributed to cultural conversations about their respective 

themes, and how might they influence future generations?    

    Answer:  Each of these films has significantly contributed to cultural conversations 

surrounding critical themes such as environmental responsibility, friendship, gender equality, 

education, and racial justice. "An Inconvenient Truth" has galvanized public discourse on 

climate change, prompting increased activism and policy discussions. "Stand by Me" and 

"Forrest Gump" have become touchstones in discussions about coming of age experiences and 

the intersection of personal lives with historical events. "Little Women" continues to resonate 

with feminist movements, advocating for women’s rights and personal agency. "The Miracle 

Worker" has inspired discussions about disability and education, while "13th" has brought 

systemic racism and mass incarceration to the forefront of societal debates. These films have the 

potential to influence future generations by fostering awareness, encouraging critical thinking, 

and inspiring action toward positive social change. 
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10.  Considering the themes presented in these films, what steps can individuals take to address 

the social issues highlighted, and how can film serve as a catalyst for change?    

    Answer:  Individuals can take several steps to address the social issues highlighted in these 

films. They can engage in environmental advocacy by reducing their carbon footprints, 

supporting sustainable practices, and participating in local activism as urged by "An 

Inconvenient Truth." "Stand by Me" and "Forrest Gump" inspire fostering genuine friendships 

and supporting one another in personal growth. Through discussions initiated by "Little 

Women," individuals can advocate for gender equality and empower others to pursue their 

aspirations. Education and awareness are key themes in "The Miracle Worker," encouraging 

volunteerism and mentorship for those with disabilities. "13th" calls for social justice advocacy, 

including supporting policy reforms and racial equality initiatives. Films serve as powerful 

catalysts for change by raising awareness, shaping public perceptions, and inspiring collective 

action. Through storytelling, they motivate audiences to engage in social issues and advocate for 

a more just and equitable society. 

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS  

1.  What is the main focus of "An Inconvenient Truth"?  

     A) Historical events 

     B) Climate change and global warming 

     C) Economic theories 

     D) Political corruption   

    Answer:  B) Climate change and global warming 

 

2.  Who is the primary presenter of the information in the documentary?  

     A) Barack Obama 

     B) Leonardo DiCaprio 

     C) Al Gore 

     D) David Attenborough   
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    Answer:  C) Al Gore 

 

3.  Which visual aid does Gore use to illustrate the effects of climate change?  

     A) Charts and graphs 

     B) Personal photographs 

     C) Animated sequences 

     D) All of the above   

    Answer:  D) All of the above 

 

 

4.  What prompts the boys to go on their journey in "Stand by Me"?  

     A) A camping trip 

     B) To find a lost treasure 

     C) To find the body of a missing boy 

     D) A school assignment   

    Answer:  C) To find the body of a missing boy 

 

5.  Which character in the film is known for being a storyteller?  

     A) Chris 

     B) Vern 

     C) Gordie 

     D) Teddy   

    Answer:  C) Gordie 
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6.  What significant theme is explored in "Stand by Me"?  

     A) War and conflict 

     B) The loss of childhood innocence 

     C) Economic hardship 

     D) Family relationships   

    Answer:  B) The loss of childhood innocence 

 

7.  What is Forrest’s unique trait that sets him apart from others?  

     A) Exceptional intelligence 

     B) A photographic memory 

     C) His physical disability 

     D) A low IQ but high emotional intelligence   

    Answer:  D) A low IQ but high emotional intelligence 

 

8.  Which historical event does Forrest become involved in during the film?  

     A) The Civil Rights Movement 

     B) The Vietnam War 

     C) The Great Depression 

     D) The Cold War   

    Answer:  B) The Vietnam War 

 

9.  What business does Forrest start after returning from the war?  

     A) A shrimping company 

     B) A restaurant 



                                                                             American Literature A040901T 
 
 

110 
 

     C) A fishing lodge 

     D) A travel agency   

    Answer:  A) A shrimping company 

 

 

10.  Which sister aspires to be a writer in "Little Women"?  

      A) Meg 

      B) Jo 

      C) Beth 

      D) Amy   

     Answer:  B) Jo 

 

11.  What societal issue does "Little Women" primarily address?  

      A) Environmentalism 

      B) Gender roles and expectations 

      C) Racial inequality 

      D) Economic disparity   

     Answer:  B) Gender roles and expectations 

 

12.  Which character struggles with her artistic ambitions?  

      A) Meg 

      B) Jo 

      C) Amy 

      D) Beth   
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     Answer:  C) Amy 

 

13.  Who is Helen Keller's teacher in "The Miracle Worker"?  

      A) Margaret Fuller 

      B) Anne Sullivan 

      C) Clara Barton 

      D) Laura Bridgman   

     Answer:  B) Anne Sullivan 

 

14.  What breakthrough moment occurs when Helen finally understands communication?  

      A) She speaks her first word 

      B) She connects the sign for water with the substance itself 

      C) She reads a book 

      D) She writes a letter   

     Answer:  B) She connects the sign for water with the substance itself 

 

 

 

15.  What major theme is explored in the documentary "13th"?  

      A) Economic theories 

      B) Racial inequality and mass incarceration 

      C) Environmental sustainability 

      D) Globalization   

     Answer:  B) Racial inequality and mass incarceration 
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16.  Which amendment is discussed in "13th" as having a loophole related to slavery?  

      A) 1st Amendment 

      B) 5th Amendment 

      C) 13th Amendment 

      D) 19th Amendment   

     Answer:  C) 13th Amendment 

 

 

17.  Which of the following films is based on a true story?  

      A) An Inconvenient Truth 

      B) Stand by Me 

      C) Forrest Gump 

      D) All of the above   

     Answer:  D) All of the above 

 

18.  What is the central message of "An Inconvenient Truth"?  

      A) The importance of friendship 

      B) The impact of climate change and the need for action 

      C) The value of education 

      D) The pursuit of dreams   

     Answer:  B) The impact of climate change and the need for action 

 

19.  In which film do the characters reflect on their childhood while confronting adulthood?  
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      A) Little Women 

      B) Forrest Gump 

      C) Stand by Me 

      D) The Miracle Worker   

     Answer:  C) Stand by Me 

 

20.  What critical societal issue does "13th" address regarding the American justice system?  

      A) Economic policy 

      B) Education reform 

      C) Systemic racism and its consequences 

      D) Healthcare access   

     Answer:  C) Systemic racism and its consequences 
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M.A. II (Semester III) Examination 

(NEP)ENGLISH [English (American Literature)] 

Time: Two Hours 

[Maximum Marks: 75] 

 

Note: Attempt questions from all Sections as directed. 

Inst. The candidates are required to answer only in serial order. If there are many parts of a 

question, answer them in continuation. 

 

Section A (Short Answer Type Questions) 

 

Note: All questions are compulsory. Each question carries 5 marks. 

 

1. (A) Write a short note on the chief characteristics of Beat Generation Poetry. 

   (B) What, in fact, was Martin Luther's dream?  

   (C) What is the message of the poem 'The Raven'? 

   (D) What is the central idea of the poem ‘Because I could not stop for death’ ? 

   (E) What does the title A raisin in the sun signify ? 

 ( F) Discuss in brief the moral of the story The purloined letter . 

(G) How does Fitzgerald portray women in the novel The Great Gatsby ? 

(H) What is the message of the documentary An Inconvenient Truth ? 

(I) What is the significance of the title of the documentary little women ? 
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SECTION  B 

2 Write a note on the major themes of self reliance  

3. What are the arguments put forward by Arthur Miller in the essay 'Tragedy and the Common 

Man'? 

4. Critically examine 'When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd' as a pastoral elegy. 

5. Attempt a critical appreciation of the poem 'Mending Wall'. 

 

Section C 

 

(Long Answer Type Questions) 

 

Note: Attempt any one question. Each question carries 15 marks. 

 

6. Discuss existential concerns in Eugene O' Neill's 'Thirst'. 

 

7. Evaluate 'The Zoo Story' as an absurd play. 

 

8. Comment on the significance of the title of the novel 'The Scarlet Letter'. 

 

9. Analyse the use of symbolism in 'Moby Dick'. 


