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     International Relations and Politics 
UNIT 1: Definition Nature & Scope of international politics, Approaches & Theories: Idealism, 

Realism, Neo Realism, Decision-Making, System Theory & Game Theory  

Definition of International Politics 

• International Politics refers to the study of relationships among countries, the roles of 

sovereign states, intergovernmental organizations (IGOs), non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs), and multinational corporations (MNCs). It deals with the interaction between nation-

states as well as other non-state actors in the international arena. 

Nature of International Politics 

1. Anarchic System: International politics operates in an anarchic system, meaning there is no 

overarching central authority to enforce rules and regulations. This leads to a self-help system 

where states prioritize their own security and interests. 

2. Power Politics: Power is a central concept in international politics. States seek to enhance their 

power relative to other states through military, economic, and diplomatic means.  

3. Interdependence: Despite the anarchic nature, states are increasingly interdependent, with 

economic, environmental, and security issues transcending national borders. 

4. Conflict and Cooperation: International politics is characterized by both conflict and 

cooperation. States engage in wars, alliances, and treaties to achieve their objectives. 

5. Diplomacy and Negotiation: Diplomacy and negotiation are key tools in international politics. 

States engage in diplomatic relations to manage their interactions and resolve disputes.  

Scope of International Politics 

1. Foreign Policy Analysis: Examines the decision-making processes, strategies, and actions of 

states in their interactions with other states. 

2. International Security: Focuses on issues related to war, peace, military strategy, nuclear 

proliferation, and terrorism. 

3. International Political Economy: Studies the interaction between politics and economics at 

the international level, including trade, finance, and development.  

4. International Law: Examines the rules and norms that govern international relations, including 

treaties, conventions, and customary international law. 

5. International Organizations: Studies the role and functioning of international institutions like 

the United Nations, World Bank, and International Monetary Fund.  

6. Human Rights and Humanitarian Issues: Addresses the promotion and protection of human 

rights and the response to humanitarian crises. 

7. Environmental Politics: Focuses on global environmental issues, such as climate change, 

biodiversity loss, and resource management. 



8. Global Governance: Examines the mechanisms and institutions for managing global issues and 

the challenges of global cooperation. 

 

Theory of Idealism in International Relations 

Definition: 

• Idealism in international relations is a theory that emphasizes the role of moral values, ethical 

principles, and international law in guiding the conduct of states. It advocates for a world order 

based on peace, cooperation, and the promotion of human rights.  

Key Principles of Idealism: 

1. Moral Values: Idealism holds that moral values should guide international relations, with 

states acting in ways that are just and ethical. 

2. International Law: It stresses the importance of international law and institutions in 

maintaining peace and resolving conflicts. 

3. Cooperation: Idealism promotes cooperation among states to address global challenges such 

as poverty, environmental degradation, and disarmament. 

4. Peace: It seeks to achieve lasting peace through diplomacy, negotiation, and conflict 

resolution, rather than through war and coercion. 

Thinkers of Idealism: 

1. Immanuel Kant (1724-1804): A German philosopher who proposed the idea of a "perpetual 

peace" based on democratic governance, international cooperation, and respect for human 

rights. 

2. Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924): The 28th President of the United States, known for his 

Fourteen Points and the establishment of the League of Nations, aimed at promoting peace 

and collective security. 

3. Norman Angell (1872-1967): A British journalist and politician who argued in his book "The 

Great Illusion" that war is economically and socially irrational in an interconnected world.  

Examples of Idealism in Practice: 

1. League of Nations: Established after World War I to promote peace and cooperation among 

nations, though it ultimately failed to prevent World War II. 

2. United Nations: Created after World War II, embodying idealist principles of international 

cooperation, conflict resolution, and the promotion of human rights.  

3. Kellogg-Briand Pact (1928): An international agreement that renounced war as a means of 

resolving disputes, representing an idealist attempt to promote peace through diplomacy. 

Criticism of Idealism: 

• Idealism has been criticized for being too utopian and unrealistic, especially in the face of 

power politics and realist considerations. Critics argue that it underestimates the role of power, 

national interests, and the inherent conflictual nature of international relations. 



 

 

 

Theory of Realism in International Relations 

Definition: 

• Realism is a theory in international relations that emphasizes the role of states, national 

interests, and power in an anarchic international system. It views the international arena as a 

competitive and conflictual space where states seek to maximize their security and power. 

Key Principles of Realism: 

1. State-Centric: Realism focuses on states as the primary actors in international relations.  

2. Anarchy: It views the international system as anarchic, with no overarching authority to 

enforce rules or norms. 

3. Power Politics: Realism emphasizes the importance of power in international relations, with 

states seeking to increase their power relative to others. 

4. Security Dilemma: The pursuit of security by one state can lead to insecurity for others, 

leading to a cycle of armament and conflict. 

5. National Interest: Realist theories prioritize the national interest and survival of the state 

above other considerations. 

Thinkers of Realism: 

1. Thucydides (460-395 BC): Ancient Greek historian who is often considered the father of 

realism due to his work "The History of the Peloponnesian War," which emphasized power 

politics and the struggle for dominance. 

2. Hans Morgenthau (1904-1980): A key figure in classical realism, known for his work "Politics 

Among Nations," which argues that the pursuit of power is a fundamental aspect of human 

nature and international relations. 

3. E.H. Carr (1892-1982): A British historian and international relations theorist, known for his 

work "The Twenty Years' Crisis," which critiqued idealism and emphasized the role of power 

and national interests. 

Examples of Realism in Practice: 

• Cold War: The bipolar power structure and the balance of power between the United States 

and the Soviet Union are often analyzed through a realist lens.  

• US-China Relations: The strategic competition and power balancing between the United 

States and China in the Asia-Pacific region can be understood through realist theories. 

• Middle East Conflicts: Realist theories have been applied to understand the power struggles 

and security dilemmas in the Middle East, particularly among regional powers like Iran, Saudi 

Arabia, and Israel. 

 



 

 

 

Theory of Neorealism (Structural Realism) 

Definition: 

• Neorealism, or structural realism, is a refinement of classical realism that emphasizes the 

structure of the international system rather than human nature as the primary determinant of 

state behavior. 

Key Principles of Neorealism: 

1. Systemic Structure: Neorealism focuses on the anarchic structure of the international system 

as the primary factor influencing state behavior. 

2. Distribution of Power: It emphasizes the distribution of power among states, particularly the 

balance between major powers, as a key factor in international relations. 

3. Security Maximization: States seek to maximize their security within the constraints of the 

international system, leading to balancing behavior against potential threats. 

Thinkers of Neorealism: 

1. Kenneth Waltz (1924-2013): The founder of neorealism, known for his work "Theory of 

International Politics," which argues that the anarchic structure of the international system 

compels states to prioritize security and power. 

2. John Mearsheimer (1947-): A prominent neorealist thinker, known for his work "The Tragedy 

of Great Power Politics," which emphasizes the role of offensive realism and the pursuit of 

regional hegemony. 

Examples of Neorealism in Practice: 

• Cold War Balance of Power: The bipolar structure of the Cold War, with the United States and 

the Soviet Union as the two superpowers, is often analyzed through a neorealist lens, 

emphasizing the balance of power and the resulting stability.  

• US-China Strategic Competition: The rise of China and its challenge to the US-led international 

order can be understood through neorealism, as states seek to balance against a rising power 

to prevent it from achieving regional or global dominance. 

• NATO Expansion: The expansion of NATO eastward after the Cold War can be viewed as a 

balancing strategy by the United States and its allies to counter potential threats from Russia 

and maintain the balance of power in Europe. 

 

Theory of Decision-Making in International Relations 

Definition: 

• The decision-making theory in international relations focuses on the processes and factors 

that influence how states and their leaders make foreign policy decisions. It emphasizes the 

role of individual leaders, bureaucracies, and domestic politics in shaping international 

outcomes. 



Key Principles of Decision-Making Theory: 

1. Rational Actor Model: Assumes that states and their leaders are rational actors who make 

decisions based on a cost-benefit analysis to maximize their interests. 

2. Bounded Rationality: Recognizes that decision-makers have limited information, time, and 

cognitive capacity, leading to decisions that are rational within these constraints.  

3. Psychological Factors: Examines how individual psychological traits, perceptions, and 

cognitive biases of leaders influence decision-making. 

4. Domestic Politics: Considers the impact of domestic political factors, such as public opinion, 

interest groups, and bureaucratic politics, on foreign policy decisions.  

5. Group Dynamics: Analyzes how the dynamics within decision-making groups, such as 

groupthink and risk-taking behavior, affect the decision-making process. 

 

Thinkers of Decision-Making Theory: 

1. Graham Allison (1940-): Known for his work "Essence of Decision," which provides a 

framework for analyzing foreign policy decisions, particularly through the lens of the Cuban 

Missile Crisis. 

2. Robert Jervis (1940-2022): A political scientist who contributed to the understanding of 

perception and misperception in international relations and their impact on decision-making. 

3. Herbert Simon (1916-2001): A pioneer in the field of bounded rationality, emphasizing the 

limitations of human decision-makers in processing information and making rational choices.  

Examples of Decision-Making Theory in Practice: 

1. Cuban Missile Crisis (1962): Often studied as a case of crisis decision-making, where the 

United States and the Soviet Union navigated a nuclear standoff through careful decision-

making and negotiation. 

2. Vietnam War: Decision-making theories have been applied to understand the escalation of 

the Vietnam War, including the role of misperception, groupthink, and domestic political 

pressures. 

3. Brexit: The decision-making process leading to the United Kingdom's referendum to leave the 

European Union can be analyzed through the lens of domestic politics, leadership decisions, 

and public opinion. 

 

Game Theory in International Relations 

Definition: 

• Game theory is a mathematical framework used to analyze strategic interactions between 

rational decision-makers in international relations. It helps understand how states make 

decisions when their outcomes depend not only on their own actions but also on the actions 

of other states. 



Key Principles of Game Theory: 

1. Rational Actors: Assumes that states are rational actors seeking to maximize their utility or 

interests. 

2. Strategic Interaction: Focuses on situations where the actions of one state affect the outcomes 

for other states. 

3. Payoffs: Each possible outcome of a strategic interaction has associated payoffs or 

consequences for the actors involved. 

4. Equilibrium: A key concept in game theory is the Nash Equilibrium, where no player can 

improve their payoff by unilaterally changing their strategy. 

5. Types of Games: Game theory distinguishes between different types of games, such as zero-

sum games (where one player's gain is another's loss) and non-zero-sum games (where 

cooperation can lead to mutual benefits). 

Thinkers of Game Theory in International Relations: 

1. John von Neumann (1903-1957) and Oskar Morgenstern (1902-1977): Pioneers of game 

theory, authors of "Theory of Games and Economic Behavior," which laid the foundation for 

the application of game theory to economics and later to international relations.  

2. Thomas Schelling (1921-2016): A key figure in applying game theory to international relations, 

particularly in the context of nuclear deterrence and arms control.  

Examples of Game Theory in International Relations: 

1. Prisoner's Dilemma: A classic game theory scenario often applied to international relations, 

where two states face a choice between cooperation and defection, with the risk of mutual 

loss if both choose to defect. 

2. Cuban Missile Crisis: The strategic interaction between the United States and the Soviet Union 

during the Cuban Missile Crisis can be analyzed using game theory, particularly the concept of 

brinkmanship and the avoidance of mutually assured destruction.  

3. Arms Races: The dynamics of arms races between rival states, such as the US-Soviet arms race 

during the Cold War, can be modeled using game theory to understand the incentives for 

escalation and the conditions for arms control agreements. 

System Theory in International Relations 

Definition: 

• System theory in international relations is an analytical framework that views the international 

system as a set of interconnected components, including states, non-state actors, and 

international organizations. It focuses on the structure and dynamics of the international 

system and how these influence the behavior of individual actors.  

Key Principles of System Theory: 

1. Holistic Approach: System theory emphasizes a holistic approach, considering the 

international system as a whole rather than focusing solely on individual actors.  



2. Interdependence: It highlights the interdependence of actors within the system, where 

changes in one part of the system can affect the entire system. 

3. Structure and Agency: System theory examines the relationship between the structure of the 

international system (e.g., power distribution, norms, institutions) and the agency of individual 

actors (e.g., states, organizations). 

4. Feedback Loops: The theory considers feedback loops, where actions within the system can 

lead to reactions that influence future behavior. 

5. Equilibrium and Change: System theory analyzes the conditions under which the international 

system remains stable (equilibrium) and the factors that lead to change or transformation in 

the system. 

Thinkers of System Theory in International Relations: 

1. Morton Kaplan (1921-2017): A prominent scholar who applied system theory to international 

relations, particularly in his work "System and Process in International Politics," which 

identified different types of international systems and their dynamics. 

2. Karl Deutsch (1912-1992): Known for his contributions to the study of political communication 

and integration in international relations, emphasizing the role of feedback and 

communication in the international system. 

Examples of System Theory in International Relations: 

1. Cold War Bipolarity: The bipolar system of the Cold War, characterized by the dominance of 

two superpowers (the United States and the Soviet Union), can be analyzed using system 

theory to understand the dynamics of power, balance, and stability.  

2. European Union Integration: The process of European integration, leading to the creation of 

the European Union, can be examined through system theory as an example of regional system 

transformation driven by economic and political interdependence.  

3. Globalization: The phenomenon of globalization, with its increasing economic, cultural, and 

political interconnections, can be analyzed using system theory to understand how changes in 

one part of the world can have ripple effects across the entire international system. 

1. What is the primary focus of international politics? 
A) Economic development 
B) Domestic policies 
C) Relations between nations 
D) Environmental issues 
 
2. Which theory in international politics emphasizes moral values and ethical conduct?  
A) Realism 
B) Idealism 
C) Neo-Realism 
D) Game Theory 
 
3. Who is considered the father of Realism in international politics? 
A) Immanuel Kant 
B) Thucydides 
C) John Mearsheimer 



D) Hans Morgenthau 
 
4. What does Neo-Realism focus on as the primary factor in international relations? 
A) Human nature 
B) International institutions 
C) The distribution of power 
D) Moral principles 
 
5. Which theory suggests that international politics is a struggle for power among states?  
A) Idealism 
B) Realism 
C) System Theory 
D) Decision-Making Theory 
 
6. What is the main unit of analysis in Realism? 
A) International organizations 
B) Non-governmental organizations 
C) Individuals 
D) States 
 
7. In which theory is the concept of the 'security dilemma' prominent? 
A) Idealism 
B) Realism 
C) Neo-Realism 
D) Game Theory 
 
8. Who proposed the 'Democratic Peace Theory' often associated with Idealism? 
A) Woodrow Wilson 
B) Immanuel Kant 
C) Thomas Hobbes 
D) Kenneth Waltz 
 
9. What does the System Theory in international politics emphasize? 
A) Individual decision-makers 
B) Moral values 
C) The international system as a whole 
D) Power distribution between states 
 
10. Game Theory in international politics is used to study: 
A) Economic development 
B) Environmental policies 
C) Strategic interactions between states 
D) Cultural exchanges 
 
11. Which approach in international politics focuses on the role of international organizations and 
norms? 
A) Realism 
B) Idealism 
C) Neo-Realism 
D) Decision-Making Theory 
 



12. Who is known for their work on the 'Balance of Power' theory in international politics?  
A) Kenneth Waltz 
B) Hans Morgenthau 
C) John Mearsheimer 
D) Immanuel Kant 
 
13. What does Neo-Realism argue is the most important factor in international relations? 
A) Economic power 
B) Military power 
C) The structure of the international system 
D) Diplomatic negotiations 
 
14. The Decision-Making Theory in international politics focuses on: 
A) The actions of states as rational actors 
B) The distribution of power in the international system 
C) The influence of international organizations 
D) The behavior and choices of individual leaders 
 
15. Which theory emphasizes the interconnectedness of states and non-state actors in the 
international system? 
A) System Theory 
B) Realism 
C) Idealism 
D) Neo-Realism 
 
16. Who introduced the concept of 'Structural Realism' or 'Neo-Realism'? 
A) Thucydides 
B) Kenneth Waltz 
C) Hans Morgenthau 
D) John Mearsheimer 
 
17. In Idealism, what is considered the key to achieving peace in international relations?  
A) Military strength 
B) Economic sanctions 
C) Diplomatic negotiations 
D) International cooperation and law 
 
18. What is a central assumption of Realism regarding the nature of the international system?  
A) It is anarchic 
B) It is hierarchical 
C) It is cooperative 
D) It is predictable 
 
19. Which theory would likely advocate for the use of diplomacy and international institutions to 
resolve conflicts? 
A) Realism 
B) Neo-Realism 
C) Idealism 
D) Game Theory 
 



20. Game Theory in international politics often uses what type of model to analyze strategic 
interactions? 
A) Environmental models 
B) Economic models 
C) Mathematical models 
D) Cultural models 
 
21. In the context of international politics, what does the term 'anarchy' refer to? 
A) Complete chaos and disorder 
B) The absence of a central authority above states 
C) The dominance of one superpower 
D) The spread of democratic governance 
 
22. Which of the following is a key concept in Neo-Realism? 
A) Balance of power 
B) Collective security 
C) Structural constraints 
D) Moral diplomacy 
 
23. According to Decision-Making Theory, what plays a crucial role in shaping the foreign policy 
decisions of states? 
A) International law 
B) Economic interests 
C) Psychological factors of leaders 
D) Military capabilities 
 
24. System Theory in international politics views the international system as: 
A) A collection of independent states 
B) A complex web of interdependent actors 
C) A hierarchy dominated by superpowers 
D) A static structure with unchanging rules 
 
25. Which approach in international politics would emphasize the importance of moral principles 
and ethical standards in guiding state behavior? 
A) Realism 
B) Neo-Realism 
C) Idealism 
D) Decision-Making Theory 
 
26. What does the Balance of Power theory in international politics aim to prevent?  
A) Economic inequality between states 
B) The rise of a hegemonic power 
C) Environmental degradation 
D) The spread of nuclear weapons 
 
27. In the context of Game Theory, what is a 'zero-sum game'? 
A) A situation where all players benefit equally 
B) A scenario where one player's gain is another's loss 
C) A game with no clear winners or losers 
D) A situation where cooperation leads to mutual gains 
 



28. Who among the following is associated with the development of Idealism in international 
politics? 
A) Niccolò Machiavelli 
B) Thomas Hobbes 
C) Immanuel Kant 
D) Kenneth Waltz 
 
29. The concept of 'Security Dilemma' is most closely associated with which theory of international 
politics? 
A) Idealism 
B) Realism 
C) Neo-Realism 
D) System Theory 
 
30. In Neo-Realism, the international system is primarily characterized by: 
A) Global cooperation 
B) Economic interdependence 
C) Political anarchy 
D) Cultural exchanges 
 
31. Which theory would argue that the behavior of states in international politics is primarily driven 
by their internal political processes? 
A) Realism 
B) Decision-Making Theory 
C) Neo-Realism 
D) Game Theory 
 
32. According to System Theory, changes in the international system can be triggered by: 
A) The actions of a single powerful state 
B) Shifts in the global economic structure 
C) The spread of democratic governance 
D) All of the above 
 
33. In the context of international politics, Idealism is often associated with the promotion of: 
A) Power politics 
B) National interests 
C) Global peace and cooperation 
D) Military alliances 
 
34. What is a key assumption of Realism regarding the nature of states? 
A) States are inherently cooperative 
B) States are rational actors 
C) States prioritize moral values 
D) States are primarily driven by cultural factors 
 
35. Which theory emphasizes the impact of international institutions and norms on state behavior? 
A) Realism 
B) Neo-Realism 
C) Idealism 
D) System Theory 
 



36. The concept of 'rational choice' is central to which theoretical approach in international politics? 
A) Decision-Making Theory 
B) Realism 
C) Idealism 
D) Neo-Realism 
 
37. Game Theory in international politics is useful for analyzing: 
A) Cultural exchanges between states 
B) Environmental cooperation 
C) Strategic interactions and conflicts 
D) Economic development policies 
 
38. Who among the following is a prominent thinker in the field of Neo-Realism? 
A) John Mearsheimer 
B) Immanuel Kant 
C) Woodrow Wilson 
D) Hans Morgenthau 
 
39. In the context of international politics, what does 'anarchy' refer to? 
A) Complete chaos and disorder 
B) The absence of a central governing authority 
C) The dominance of authoritarian regimes 
D) The breakdown of diplomatic relations 
 
40. Which approach in international politics would be most likely to advocate for the use of military 
force to achieve national objectives? 
A) Idealism 
B) Realism 
C) Neo-Realism 
D) Decision-Making Theory 
 
41. The concept of the 'international system' is central to which theoretical approach? 
A) Idealism 
B) Realism 
C) Neo-Realism 
D) System Theory 
 
42. Which theory in international politics is often criticized for being too pessimistic about the 
prospects for cooperation between states? 
A) Idealism 
B) Realism 
C) Neo-Realism 
D) System Theory 
 
43. Decision-Making Theory in international politics focuses on the role of: 
A) International organizations 
B) Economic factors 
C) Individual leaders and policymakers 
D) Military strategies 
 
44. Which of the following is a key concept in Game Theory applied to international politics? 



A) Balance of power 
B) Nash equilibrium 
C) Democratic peace 
D) Structural realism 
 
45. In Idealism, international relations are viewed as being primarily shaped by: 
A) Economic competition 
B) Military alliances 
C) Moral principles and ethical standards 
D) Geopolitical interests 
 
46. According to Neo-Realism, the structure of the international system is determined by: 
A) The distribution of cultural values 
B) The level of technological advancement 
C) The distribution of power among states 
D) The prevalence of democratic governance 
 
47. Which theoretical approach in international politics is most likely to emphasize the importance 
of non-state actors? 
A) Realism 
B) Neo-Realism 
C) System Theory 
D) Idealism 
 
48. In the context of Game Theory, a 'prisoner's dilemma' scenario illustrates: 
A) The benefits of cooperation between states 
B) The challenges of achieving mutual cooperation 
C) The importance of military deterrence 
D) The role of international law in conflict resolution 
 
49. Who is considered a leading proponent of the Realist school of thought in international politics? 
A) Thomas Hobbes 
B) Hans Morgenthau 
C) Kenneth Waltz 
D) Woodrow Wilson 
 
50. Which approach in international politics argues that the international system is characterized by 
a constant struggle for power and security? 
A) Idealism 
B) Realism 
C) Neo-Realism 
D) Decision-Making Theory 
  



UNIT 2: The Nation State System: National Power, National Interest, Collective Security, Balance of 

Power 

The Nation State System 

Definition: 

• The nation-state system is a political structure where the world is divided into sovereign states, 

each with its own government and defined territory. This system emerged in Europe after the 

Treaty of Westphalia in 1648 and has become the primary form of political organization 

globally. 

Characteristics: 

1. Sovereignty: States have supreme authority within their territory, making them the ultimate 

decision-makers in matters of governance and law. 

2. Territoriality: States have clear geographical boundaries that are recognized by other states. 

3. Legitimacy: States are recognized as legitimate entities by other members of the international 

community. 

National Power 

Definition: 

• National power refers to the capacity of a state to influence or control events in the 

international arena. It encompasses various elements that contribute to a state's ability to 

achieve its objectives and protect its interests. 

Key Features: 

• Primacy in Foreign Policy: National interest is the primary consideration in a state's foreign 

policy decisions. 

• Dynamic and Contextual: The national interest can change over time and vary depending on 

the internal and external context. 

• Subjective and Contested: Different political actors may have different views on what 

constitutes the national interest. 

Elements of National Power: 

1. Military Strength: The capability of a state's armed forces to defend its territory and project 

power. 

• Example: The United States' military dominance is a key element of its global power. 

2. Economic Strength: The state's economic resources, including GDP, natural resources, and 

technological advancement. 

• Example: China's rapid economic growth has significantly enhanced its global 

influence. 

3. Political Stability: The effectiveness and stability of a state's government and institutions.  

• Example: Switzerland's political stability contributes to its strong international 

position. 



4. Diplomatic Influence: The ability to form alliances, negotiate agreements, and participate 

effectively in international organizations. 

• Example: The European Union's collective diplomatic efforts strengthen its members' 

international standing. 

5. Cultural Soft Power: The influence of a state's culture, values, and ideology on other states.  

• Example: Japan's soft power is evident in the global popularity of its culture, from 

anime to cuisine. 

Perspectives and Thinkers: 

• Realist Perspective: Realists view national interest primarily in terms of power and security. 

They argue that states seek to maximize their power and ensure their survival in an anarchic 

international system. Notable thinker: Hans Morgenthau, who emphasized the importance of 

power politics in pursuing the national interest. 

• Liberal Perspective: Liberals focus on the role of economic interdependence, democratic 

values, and international institutions in shaping the national interest. They argue that 

cooperation and the promotion of shared values can serve the national interest. Notable 

thinker: Woodrow Wilson, who advocated for a foreign policy based on moral principles and 

collective security. 

• Constructivist Perspective: Constructivists emphasize the role of ideas, norms, and identity in 

defining the national interest. They argue that the national interest is not fixed but is 

constructed through social and political processes. Notable thinker: Alexander Wendt, who 

explored how state interests are shaped by collective identities and norms. 

• Marxist Perspective: Marxists view the national interest as being shaped by the economic 

interests of the ruling class. They argue that foreign policy often serves the interests of capital 

at the expense of the working class. Notable thinker: Vladimir Lenin, who analyzed imperialism 

as an expression of capitalist interests. 

Challenges in Pursuing National Interest: 

• Balancing Competing Interests: States often face trade-offs between different aspects of the 

national interest. 

• Adapting to Global Changes: Globalization and shifting power dynamics can impact the 

pursuit of national interest. 

• Ethical Considerations: The pursuit of national interest can sometimes conflict with ethical 

and moral considerations. 

Balancing National Power: 

• States often seek to balance power through alliances and strategic partnerships to prevent any 

single state from becoming too dominant. 

• Example: NATO was formed as a military alliance to balance the power of the Soviet 

Union during the Cold War. 

National Interest 

• Definition: National interest refers to the goals and objectives that a state seeks to achieve 

and protect in its foreign policy. It encompasses a wide range of concerns, including security, 

economic prosperity, territorial integrity, and the promotion of values and ideology . 



• Key Features: 

• Primacy in Foreign Policy: National interest is the primary consideration in a state's foreign 

policy decisions. 

• Dynamic and Contextual: The national interest can change over time and vary depending on 

the internal and external context. 

• Subjective and Contested: Different political actors may have different views on what 

constitutes the national interest. 

Perspectives and Thinkers: 

• Realist Perspective: Realists view national interest primarily in terms of power and security. 

They argue that states seek to maximize their power and ensure their survival in an anarchic 

international system. Notable thinker: Hans Morgenthau, who emphasized the importance of 

power politics in pursuing the national interest. 

• Liberal Perspective: Liberals focus on the role of economic interdependence, democratic 

values, and international institutions in shaping the national interest. They argue that 

cooperation and the promotion of shared values can serve the national interest. Notable 

thinker: Woodrow Wilson, who advocated for a foreign policy based on moral principles and 

collective security. 

• Constructivist Perspective: Constructivists emphasize the role of ideas, norms, and identity in 

defining the national interest. They argue that the national interest is not fixed but is 

constructed through social and political processes. Notable thinker: Alexander Wendt, who 

explored how state interests are shaped by collective identities and norms. 

• Marxist Perspective: Marxists view the national interest as being shaped by the economic 

interests of the ruling class. They argue that foreign policy often serves the interests of capital 

at the expense of the working class. Notable thinker: Vladimir Lenin, who analyzed 

imperialism as an expression of capitalist interests. 

Elements of National Interest: 

• Security: Protection from external threats and maintenance of sovereignty. 

• Economic Prosperity: Access to markets, resources, and economic growth. 

• Territorial Integrity: Preservation of the state's borders and territory. 

• Ideological and Cultural Values: Promotion of political, cultural, or religious values. 

Challenges in Pursuing National Interest: 

• Balancing Competing Interests: States often face trade-offs between different aspects of the 

national interest. 

• Adapting to Global Changes: Globalization and shifting power dynamics can impact the 

pursuit of national interest. 

• Ethical Considerations: The pursuit of national interest can sometimes conflict with ethical 

and moral considerations. 

Collective Security: 

Definition: Collective security is a security arrangement where each member state commits to the 

security of all other member states. It is based on the principle that an attack on one is an attack on 

all, and that peace and security are collective responsibilities. 

Key Features: 



• Mutual Defense: Member states agree to defend each other in case of an external attack. 

• Deterrence: The collective commitment to mutual defense is intended to deter potential 

aggressors. 

• International Cooperation: Collective security relies on the cooperation and coordination of 

member states in addressing security threats. 

Historical Examples: 

• League of Nations: Established after World War I as an early attempt at collective security, but 

it ultimately failed to prevent World War II. 

• United Nations: Formed after World War II, the UN Security Council is tasked with maintaining 

international peace and security. 

Perspectives and Thinkers: 

• Idealist Perspective: Advocates for collective security believe it can lead to a more peaceful 

international order by transcending power politics and promoting cooperation. Notable 

thinker: Woodrow Wilson, who championed the League of Nations as a means to prevent 

future conflicts. 

• Realist Perspective: Realists are skeptical of collective security, arguing that it is often 

ineffective due to conflicting national interests and the reluctance of states to commit 

resources to defend others. Notable thinker: Hans Morgenthau, who criticized the reliance on 

moral principles in international politics and emphasized the importance of national interests. 

• Liberal Institutionalism: Liberal institutionalists argue that international organizations and 

regimes can enhance collective security by providing frameworks for cooperation and conflict 

resolution. Notable thinker: Robert Keohane, who emphasized the role of institutions in 

facilitating cooperation among states. 

• Constructivist Perspective: Constructivists focus on the role of norms, ideas, and identities in 

shaping state behavior and argue that collective security can be strengthened through the 

development of shared values and norms. Notable thinker: Alexander Wendt, who explored 

how collective identities can influence state actions. 

Challenges to Collective Security: 

• Free-Riding: States may rely on others to provide security without contributing themselves. 

• Collective Action Problem: Coordinating actions among a diverse group of states with 

different interests can be challenging. 

• Enforcement: Ensuring compliance with collective security agreements can be difficult, 

especially when major powers are involved. 

• Contemporary Relevance: Collective security remains a key concept in international relations, 

with organizations like NATO and regional security arrangements playing significant roles in 

maintaining peace and security. 

Balance of Power 

Definition: 

• The balance of power is a concept in international relations that refers to the distribution of 

power among states in the international system. It is based on the idea that no single state or 

coalition of states should become dominant enough to threaten the sovereignty and security 

of other states. 

Key Principles of Balance of Power: 



• Equilibrium: The goal is to maintain an equilibrium in the distribution of power to prevent any 

state from achieving hegemony. 

• Alliances: States form alliances and counter-alliances to balance the power of potential rivals 

and maintain stability. 

• Deterrence: The balance of power serves as a deterrent to aggressive behavior by making it 

clear that any attempt at domination will be met with opposition.  

Examples of Balance of Power: 

• European State System (18th-20th centuries): The balance of power was a guiding principle 

in European diplomacy, with states forming shifting alliances to prevent any one state from 

becoming too powerful (e.g., the Concert of Europe after the Napoleonic Wars). 

• Cold War (1947-1991): The bipolar balance of power between the United States and the Soviet 

Union, with each leading a bloc of allied states, prevented direct conflict and maintained a 

relative stability through deterrence. 

• US-China Relations: The contemporary strategic competition between the United States and 

China can be viewed as a balance of power dynamic, with both states seeking to maintain 

influence in the Asia-Pacific region and globally. 

Theoretical Perspectives: 

• Realism: Realists view the balance of power as a natural and inevitable outcome of the 

anarchic international system. They argue that states seek to maximize their security by 

balancing against potential threats. Notable thinker: Hans Morgenthau.  

• Neorealism: Neorealists, such as Kenneth Waltz, focus on the structural aspects of the 

international system that drive states to seek a balance of power.  

• Liberalism: Liberals are more skeptical of the balance of power, arguing that international 

institutions, economic interdependence, and democratic peace can provide alternative paths 

to security and stability. 

View Point 

• Hans Morgenthau: A prominent realist theorist who emphasized the importance of the 
balance of power in maintaining international stability. 

• Kenneth Waltz: A neorealist theorist who argued that the structure of the international 
system encourages states to seek a balance of power to ensure their survival.  

 

Critiques of the Balance of Power: 

• Instability: Critics argue that the balance of power can lead to arms races and conflict as states 

seek to increase their capabilities. 

• Morality: Some scholars criticize the amoral nature of balance of power politics, which can 

prioritize state interests over ethical considerations. 

• Relevance: In the contemporary era of globalization and complex interdependence, some 

argue that the balance of power is less relevant as a concept. 

Contemporary Relevance: Despite critiques, the balance of power remains a key concept in 

understanding international relations, particularly in regions with multiple great powers or in analyzing 

the rise of China and its impact on global power dynamics.  

1. Which thinker is associated with the idea that states act in their national interest in an anarchic 
international system? 



A) Niccolò Machiavelli 
B) Kenneth Waltz 
C) Woodrow Wilson 
D) Thomas Hobbes 
 
2. Who proposed the concept of Collective Security as part of the League of Nations?  
A) Woodrow Wilson 
B) Winston Churchill 
C) Franklin D. Roosevelt 
D) Theodore Roosevelt 
 
3. The Balance of Power theory was notably discussed by which political thinker in 'The Prince'? 
A) Niccolò Machiavelli 
B) Thomas Hobbes 
C) John Locke 
D) Jean Bodin 
 
4. Who argued that the state of nature is a 'war of all against all,' highlighting the importance of 
national power for survival? 
A) John Locke 
B) Thomas Hobbes 
C) Immanuel Kant 
D) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
 
5. Which thinker's ideas on the 'social contract' indirectly influenced the concept of national interest 
in forming governments? 
A) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
B) John Locke 
C) Thomas Hobbes 
D) Niccolò Machiavelli 
 
6. Who is known for the 'Democratic Peace Theory,' which relates to the idea of collective security? 
A) Immanuel Kant 
B) John Stuart Mill 
C) Woodrow Wilson 
D) Thomas Hobbes 
 
7. The concept of Balance of Power was a key element in the foreign policy of which British 
statesman during the 19th century? 
A) Winston Churchill 
B) Lord Palmerston 
C) William Pitt the Younger 
D) Robert Walpole 
 
8. Who emphasized the importance of 'power politics' in international relations, aligning with the 
concept of national power? 
A) Hans Morgenthau 
B) Kenneth Waltz 
C) Niccolò Machiavelli 
D) Immanuel Kant 
 



9. Which thinker's work on 'perpetual peace' includes ideas that can be linked to collective security? 
A) John Locke 
B) Thomas Hobbes 
C) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
D) Immanuel Kant 
10. The Balance of Power concept was further developed in the context of international relations by 
which British historian? 
A) Edward Gibbon 
B) Arnold J. Toynbee 
C) A.J.P. Taylor 
D) E.H. Carr 
 
11. Who argued that the state is the main actor in international politics, a key premise for national 
power and interest? 
A) Kenneth Waltz 
B) Hans Morgenthau 
C) John Locke 
D) Niccolò Machiavelli 
 
12. Which thinker's ideas on the balance of power influenced the formation of the Concert of Europe 
after the Napoleonic Wars? 
A) Klemens von Metternich 
B) Otto von Bismarck 
C) Winston Churchill 
D) Woodrow Wilson 
 
13. Who introduced the concept of 'Structural Realism,' which emphasizes the distribution of power 
in the international system? 
A) Kenneth Waltz 
B) Hans Morgenthau 
C) John Mearsheimer 
D) Thomas Hobbes 
 
 
14. Which political theorist's work on 'Leviathan' laid the groundwork for understanding the 
necessity of a strong state, related to national power? 
A) Thomas Hobbes 
B) John Locke 
C) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
D) Niccolò Machiavelli 
 
15. The concept of 'liberal peace,' related to collective security, was influenced by the writings of 
which Enlightenment philosopher? 
A) Immanuel Kant 
B) John Locke 
C) Voltaire 
D) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
 
16. Who is associated with the idea of 'Realpolitik,' which emphasizes pragmatic national power and 
interest? 
A) Otto von Bismarck 



B) Klemens von Metternich 
C) Niccolò Machiavelli 
D) Hans Morgenthau 
 
17.The Balance of Power theory was notably critiqued by which American political scientist in 'The 
Tragedy of Great Power Politics'? 
A) John Mearsheimer 
B) Kenneth Waltz 
C) Hans Morgenthau 
D) Samuel P. Huntington 
 
18. Which thinker's concept of 'categorical imperative' can be related to the moral foundations of 
collective security? 
A) Immanuel Kant 
B) John Stuart Mill 
C) Jeremy Bentham 
D) Thomas Hobbes 
 
19. The idea that 'might makes right,' associated with national power, is often attributed to which 
historical figure? 
A) Niccolò Machiavelli 
B) Thomas Hobbes 
C) Otto von Bismarck 
D) Hans Morgenthau 
 
20. Who among the following was a key figure in developing the theory of Liberalism, which 
underpins ideas of collective security? 
A) John Locke 
B) Niccolò Machiavelli 
C) Thomas Hobbes 
D) Hans Morgenthau 
 
21. The Balance of Power was a central principle in the foreign policy of which German Chancellor?  
A) Angela Merkel 
B) Helmut Kohl 
C) Konrad Adenauer 
D) Otto von Bismarck 
 
 
22. The concept of the 'security dilemma,' related to national power and balance, was articulated 
by which international relations theorist? 
A) John Herz 
B) Kenneth Waltz 
C) Hans Morgenthau 
D) John Mearsheimer 
 

23. What is the primary characteristic of a nation-state? 
A) A state with a mixed economy 
B) A state governed by a monarchy 
C) A state with a common culture and identity 
D) A state with a large population 



 
24. National power in international politics is often measured by: 
A) The size of the state's territory 
B) The state's cultural influence 
C) The state's military and economic capabilities 
D) The state's diplomatic skills 
 
25. What does the term 'national interest' refer to in international politics? 
A) The economic interests of the state's citizens 
B) The cultural values of the state 
C) The goals and objectives pursued by a state in its foreign policy 
D) The interests of the state's ruling party 
 
26. Collective security is a concept that: 
A) Promotes individual state security through isolationism 
B) Emphasizes mutual defense and cooperation among states to prevent aggression 
C) Advocates for the balance of power between rival states 
D) Focuses on economic sanctions as a means of maintaining peace 
 
27. The balance of power in international politics is a principle that aims to: 
A) Promote democracy globally 
B) Ensure no single state becomes dominant 
C) Encourage economic equality among states 
D) Maintain cultural exchange between states 
 
28. Who is considered a key thinker in the development of the concept of the nation-state? 
A) Immanuel Kant 
B) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 
C) Niccolò Machiavelli 
D) John Locke 
 
29. In international politics, hard power primarily refers to a state's: 
A) Economic influence 
B) Cultural impact 
C) Military strength 
D) Diplomatic prowess 
 
30. The idea of national interest is closely associated with which theory of international politics?  
A) Idealism 
B) Realism 
C) Constructivism 
D) Liberalism 
 
31. National power is often derived from a combination of: 
A) Cultural heritage and historical achievements 
B) Military strength, economic resources, and political influence  
C) Geographic location and natural resources 
D) Population size and literacy rate 
 
32. Collective security arrangements are typically based on the principle that: 
A) An attack on one member is considered an attack on all members 



B) Each member state should prioritize its own security 
C) Military alliances should be avoided 
D) Economic sanctions are the most effective means of ensuring security 
 
 
33. A nation-state is typically characterized by: 
A) A single, centralized government 
B) A shared sense of identity and common culture  
C) A focus on international rather than domestic affairs 
D) A lack of defined territorial borders 
 
34. Soft power, as opposed to hard power, refers to a state's ability to: 
A) Influence others through military might 
B) Shape the preferences of others through cultural appeal and diplomatic skill  
C) Impose economic sanctions 
D) Form military alliances 
 
35. In the context of national power, 'smart power' refers to: 
A) The use of technology in warfare 
B) The combination of hard power and soft power strategies 
C) The ability to outsmart other states in diplomatic negotiations 
D) The efficient use of economic resources 
 
 
36. A key criticism of the balance of power theory is that it: 
A) Encourages states to engage in arms races 
B) Undermines the role of international organizations 
C) Ignores the importance of economic power 
D) Overemphasizes the role of diplomacy 
 
37. Which of the following is NOT typically considered a component of national power?  
A) Military capabilities 
B) Cultural influence 
C) Population density 
D) Economic strength 
 
38. The concept of the 'national interest' is often used to justify: 
A) Humanitarian interventions 
B) Foreign policies that prioritize the state's goals 
C) The establishment of international institutions 
D) The promotion of global human rights 
 
39. Which of the following is an example of a nation-state? 
A) The United States 
B) The European Union 
C) Japan 
D) The United Nations 
 
40. National power can be enhanced by: 
A) Reducing military spending 
B) Isolating the state from international trade 



C) Strengthening diplomatic relations 
D) Ignoring environmental concerns 
 
 
41. The pursuit of national interest often leads to: 
A) The establishment of international norms 
B) The resolution of global conflicts 
C) Competition and conflict between states 
D) Enhanced cooperation among states 
 
42. A collective security arrangement is based on the idea that: 
A) An attack on one is an attack on all 
B) States should act independently for their own security  
C) Military alliances are unnecessary 
D) Economic sanctions are the most effective means of ensuring peace 
 
43. The balance of power theory is often associated with the field of: 
A) Economics 
B) Sociology 
C) International relations 
D) Environmental science 
 
44. In international relations, soft power is exemplified by: 
A) Military interventions 
B) Economic sanctions 
C) Cultural diplomacy 
D) Territorial expansion 
 
45. The concept of smart power involves: 
A) Ignoring traditional power dynamics 
B) Focusing solely on military strength 
C) Blending hard and soft power strategies 
D) Relying exclusively on economic influence 
 
46. A unitary state differs from a federal state in that it: 
A) Has a more complex government structure 
B) Grants more autonomy to regional governments 
C) Has a centralized government with no regional autonomy 
D) Is composed of multiple sovereign states 
 
47. Collective security is challenged by: 
A) The principle of state sovereignty 
B) The effectiveness of diplomatic negotiations 
C) The prevalence of democratic governments 
D) The stability of the global economy 
 
48. The balance of power theory can lead to: 
A) Increased global cooperation 
B) The elimination of military conflicts 
C) The formation of opposing alliances 
D) The creation of a world government 



 
49. Which of the following best describes the concept of a nation-state? 
A) A state with a diverse population 
B) A state governed by a single political party 
C) A state with a unified national identity 
D) A state with multiple independent governments 
 
50. National power is often demonstrated through: 
A) Cultural festivals 
B) Diplomatic negotiations 
C) International sporting events 
D) Environmental policies 
  



 

UNIT 3: Diplomacy, Disarmament & Arms Control, Nuclear Proliferation, the United 

Nations, and the New World Order 
Diplomacy 
Definition: 

• Diplomacy is the practice of conducting negotiations and managing relations between states 
and other international actors. It involves the use of communication, negotiation, and dialogue 
to advance national interests, resolve conflicts, and foster cooperation in the international 
arena. 

Key Principles of Diplomacy: 

• Communication: Diplomacy relies on effective communication between states to convey 
intentions, negotiate agreements, and resolve misunderstandings.  

• Representation: Diplomats represent the interests and policies of their home country in 
foreign states and international organizations. 

• Negotiation: Diplomacy involves negotiating agreements and treaties that are mutually 
beneficial and address the concerns of all parties involved.  

• Confidentiality: Diplomatic communications and negotiations are often conducted with a 
degree of confidentiality to facilitate open and honest dialogue.  

• Reciprocity: Diplomatic relations are based on the principle of reciprocity, where states extend 
privileges and immunities to each other's diplomats. 

 
Types of Diplomacy: 

• Bilateral Diplomacy: Conducted between two states, focusing on issues of mutual interest and 
concern. 

• Multilateral Diplomacy: Involves multiple states or international organizations, often 
addressing global challenges or regional issues. 

• Public Diplomacy: Aimed at influencing public opinion and building a positive image of a state 
abroad, using tools like cultural exchanges and media outreach. 

• Economic Diplomacy: Focuses on promoting trade, investment, and economic cooperation 
between states. 

• Track II Diplomacy: Informal diplomacy conducted by non-officials, such as academics or 
NGOs, to build trust and facilitate official negotiations. 

 
Examples of Diplomacy: 

• Treaty of Westphalia (1648): A series of diplomatic agreements that ended the Thirty Years' 
War and established the principles of sovereign statehood and non-interference. 

• Camp David Accords (1978): Negotiated by US President Jimmy Carter, these accords led to a 
peace treaty between Israel and Egypt, demonstrating the role of mediation in diplomacy.  

• Iran Nuclear Deal (2015): An example of multilateral diplomacy, where the P5+1 countries 
(China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, the United States, plus Germany) negotiated an 
agreement with Iran to limit its nuclear program. 
 

Challenges to Diplomacy: 

• Globalization: The increasing interconnectedness of the world presents new challenges and 
opportunities for diplomatic engagement. 

• Technology: Advances in communication technology have transformed diplomatic practices 
but also pose challenges to confidentiality and security. 

• Non-State Actors: The rise of non-state actors, such as international organizations, NGOs, and 
multinational corporations, has expanded the scope of diplomacy.  

 
Disarmament & Arms Control 



Definition: 

• Disarmament and arms control are processes aimed at reducing, limiting, or eliminating 
weapons and military capabilities to enhance international security and prevent conflict. 
Disarmament refers to the complete elimination of certain types of weapons, while arms 
control involves managing and regulating armaments to prevent an arms race and reduce the 
likelihood of war. 
 

Key Principles of Disarmament and Arms Control 

• Transparency: Openness and transparency in military capabilities and intentions are essential 
for building trust and verifying compliance. 

• Verification: Effective verification mechanisms, including inspections and monitoring, are 
crucial for ensuring adherence to agreements. 

• Mutual Benefit: Disarmament and arms control agreements should provide mutual security 
benefits to all parties involved. 

• Gradualism: These processes often occur gradually, through a series of incremental steps, to 
build confidence and ensure stability. 

• International Cooperation: Success requires cooperation among states and is often facilitated 
by international organizations, such as the United Nations or the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA). 

 
Examples of Disarmament and Arms Control Agreements: 

• Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of nuclear weapons (NPT) (1968): Aims to prevent the spread 
of nuclear weapons, promote disarmament, and facilitate the peaceful use of nuclear energy.  

• Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty (START) (1991): An agreement between the United States 
and the Soviet Union (later Russia) to reduce their strategic nuclear arsenals.  

• Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) (1993): Prohibits the development, production, 
stockpiling, and use of chemical weapons and requires their destruction. 

• Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Convention (Ottawa Treaty) (1997): Bans the use, stockpiling, 
production, and transfer of anti-personnel landmines. 

• Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) (2013): Regulates the international trade in conventional arms to 
prevent and eradicate the illicit trade and diversion of arms. 

 
Challenges to Disarmament and Arms Control: 

• Verification: Ensuring compliance with agreements is challenging, especially with covert 
weapons programs. 

• Security Dilemmas: States may be reluctant to disarm or limit their arms for fear of becoming 
vulnerable to adversaries. 

• Technological Advancements: Emerging technologies, such as cyber warfare and autonomous 
weapons, pose new challenges for arms control. 

• Geopolitical Tensions: Ongoing conflicts and rivalries can hinder cooperation and progress in 
disarmament efforts. 

 
Theoretical Perspectives: 

• Realism: May view disarmament and arms control with skepticism, emphasizing the 
importance of maintaining a strong military for national security. 

• Liberalism: Supports disarmament and arms control as means to reduce the likelihood of war 
and promote international cooperation. 

• Constructivism: Focuses on the role of norms and ideas in shaping states' approaches to 
disarmament and arms control. 



Contemporary Relevance: Disarmament and arms control remain critical issues in international 
security, particularly in the context of nuclear proliferation, advancements in military technology, and 
regional conflicts. 
 
Nuclear Proliferation 
Definition: Nuclear proliferation refers to the spread of nuclear weapons and technology to states that 
do not already possess them. It includes both horizontal proliferation (the spread of nuclear weapons 
to more states) and vertical proliferation (the expansion of nuclear arsenals within states that already 
possess them). 
 
Key Concerns: 

• Security Dilemma: The acquisition of nuclear weapons by one state can lead others to pursue 
their own nuclear programs, increasing regional and global tensions.  

• Nuclear Arms Race: The competition between states to develop or acquire larger or more 
advanced nuclear arsenals. 

• Non-State Actors: The risk that nuclear materials or technology could fall into the hands of 
terrorist groups or other non-state actors. 

 
Efforts to Prevent Proliferation: 

• Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT): A cornerstone of the non-
proliferation regime, the NPT aims to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons, promote 
disarmament, and facilitate peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

• International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA): An international organization that promotes the 
peaceful use of nuclear energy and monitors compliance with nuclear safeguards to prevent 
diversion for military purposes. 

• Export Controls: National and international measures to control the export of nuclear-related 
materials and technology. 

 
Challenges to Non-Proliferation: 

• Non-NPT States: Some states, such as India, Pakistan, and Israel, have not joined the NPT and 
have developed nuclear weapons. 

• Nuclear Ambitions: Some states, such as North Korea and Iran, have pursued nuclear 
programs that raise proliferation concerns. 

• Technological Advancements: Advances in nuclear technology and the spread of scientific 
knowledge can make it easier for states to develop nuclear capabilities.  

 
Theoretical Perspectives: 

• Realism: Emphasizes the role of power and security considerations in driving states' decisions 
to acquire or forego nuclear weapons. 

• Liberalism: Highlights the importance of international institutions, treaties, and cooperation 
in preventing nuclear proliferation. 

• Constructivism: Focuses on the role of norms, identity, and discourse in shaping states' nuclear 
policies and the international non-proliferation regime. 

 
Contemporary Relevance: 
Nuclear proliferation remains a significant concern for global security, with ongoing debates about how 
to address challenges posed by states with nuclear ambitions and how to strengthen the non-
proliferation regime. 
 
The United Nations (UN) 
Definition: 



The United Nations is an international organization founded in 1945, following the end of World War 
II, with the primary aim of maintaining international peace and security, promoting human rights, 
fostering social and economic development, and upholding international law.  
 
Key Principles of the United Nations: 

• Sovereign Equality: All member states are equal under international law. 

• Peaceful Settlement of Disputes: The UN encourages the resolution of conflicts through 
peaceful means, such as negotiation, mediation, or arbitration.  

• Non-Intervention: The UN respects the sovereignty of states and does not intervene in their 
internal affairs without their consent. 

• Collective Security: The UN promotes collective action to prevent and respond to threats to 
international peace and security. 

 
Main Organs of the United Nations: 

• General Assembly: A deliberative body comprising all member states, where each state has 
one vote. It discusses global issues and adopts resolutions, although these are not legally 
binding. 

• Security Council: Responsible for maintaining international peace and security, the Security 
Council has 15 members, including five permanent members (China, France, Russia, the 
United Kingdom, and the United States) with veto power. It can adopt binding resolutions and 
authorize the use of force or sanctions. 

• Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC): Coordinates the economic and social work of the UN 
and its specialized agencies, focusing on development, social issues, and human rights.  

• International Court of Justice (ICJ): The principal judicial organ of the UN, located in The 
Hague, Netherlands. It settles legal disputes between states and gives advisory opinions on 
legal questions referred to it by authorized UN organs and specialized agencies.  

• Secretariat: Headed by the Secretary-General, the Secretariat carries out the administrative 
and operational work of the UN. The Secretary-General is the chief administrative officer and 
spokesperson for the organization. 

 
Specialized Agencies and Programs: 

• The UN system includes various specialized agencies and programs, such as the World Health 
Organization (WHO), United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank, and United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), each focusing on specific areas of international cooperation.  

 
Challenges and Criticisms: 

• The UN faces challenges in achieving its goals, including geopolitical tensions, the complexity 
of global issues, limited resources, and criticisms of bureaucracy and inefficiency. The veto 
power of the permanent members of the Security Council is also a point of contention, as it 
can hinder decisive action. 

 
The New World Order 
Definition: The New World Order is a term used to describe significant shifts in the global political 
landscape, particularly in the context of the end of the Cold War and the emergence of a more 
interconnected and multipolar world. It refers to changes in the balance of power, international 
institutions, and global governance. 
 
Key Features: 

• End of the Cold War: The collapse of the Soviet Union and the end of the bipolar division 
between the US and the USSR led to a reconfiguration of global politics.  



• Globalization: Increased economic, cultural, and political interdependence among states has 
characterized the post-Cold War era. 

• Rise of Multipolarity: The emergence of new centers of power, such as China, India, and the 
European Union, has challenged the unipolar dominance of the United States . 

 
Perspectives and Thinkers: 

• Francis Fukuyama: He argued that the end of the Cold War marked the "end of history" and 
the triumph of liberal democracy and capitalism. 

• Samuel P. Huntington: Contrary to Fukuyama, Huntington predicted a "clash of civilizations" 
where cultural and religious identities would be the primary source of conflict.  

• Joseph Nye: Advocated for the concept of "soft power" and the importance of non-military 
aspects of power in the New World Order. 

 
Challenges and Criticisms: 

• Instability and Conflict: Despite hopes for a more peaceful world, the post-Cold War era has 
seen numerous conflicts and the rise of new security challenges, such as terrorism and cyber 
warfare. 

• Inequality: Globalization has been criticized for exacerbating economic and social inequalities 
both within and between states. 

• Environmental Degradation: The New World Order has also brought attention to global 
environmental challenges, such as climate change and resource depletion. 

 
Contemporary Relevance: 

• The concept of the New World Order continues to evolve in response to emerging global 
trends, including the rise of populism, the impact of technology on politics, and shifts in the 
international order due to the rise of China and other powers.  

 
1.Which thinker is associated with the concept of 'Realpolitik' in diplomacy? 
A) Henry Kissinger 
B) Niccolò Machiavelli 
C) George F. Kennan 
D) Hans Morgenthau 
 
2.The theory of 'Deterrence' in arms control is closely associated with which thinker?  
A) Thomas Schelling 
B) Kenneth Waltz 
C) John Mearsheimer 
D) Hans Morgenthau 
 
3.Who is considered the father of the 'Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty' (NPT)? 
A) Dwight D. Eisenhower 
B) John F. Kennedy 
C) Lyndon B. Johnson 
D) Richard Nixon 
 
4. Who popularized the term 'New World Order' after the Cold War? 
A) George H.W. Bush 
B) Mikhail Gorbachev 
C) Ronald Reagan 
D) Margaret Thatcher 
 



5. The 'Two-Level Game' theory in diplomacy was proposed by: 
A) Robert Putnam 
B) Henry Kissinger 
C) Joseph Nye 
D) John Mearsheimer 
 
6. Which thinker is known for the concept of 'Soft Power' in international relations?  
A) Joseph Nye 
B) Henry Kissinger 
C) Samuel Huntington 
D) Zbigniew Brzezinski 
7. The 'Strategic Arms Limitation Talks' (SALT) were influenced by the ideas of which theorist?  
A) Kenneth Waltz 
B) Thomas Schelling 
C) Hans Morgenthau 
D) John Mearsheimer 
 
8. The concept of 'Peacekeeping' is most closely associated with which international organization? 
A) NATO 
B) European Union 
C) United Nations 
D) ASEAN 
 
9. Who coined the term 'The End of History' after the Cold War, signifying a new world order?  
A) Samuel Huntington 
B) Francis Fukuyama 
C) Henry Kissinger 
D) Joseph Nye 
 
10. The 'Open Skies Treaty' was designed to: 
A) Promote air travel 
B) Enhance transparency in military activities 
C) Establish free trade zones 
D) Regulate international airspace 
 
11. Who is known for the 'Long Telegram,' which influenced US foreign policy during the Cold War? 
A) George Kennan 
B) Henry Kissinger 
C) Dean Acheson 
D) John Foster Dulles 
 
12. The 'United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea' (UNCLOS) is an example of: 
A) Collective security 
B) Diplomatic negotiation 
C) Economic integration 
D) Military alliance 
 
13. The 'Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty' (CTBT) aims to: 
A) Promote nuclear energy 
B) Ban all nuclear tests 
C) Allow limited nuclear tests 



D) Reduce nuclear arsenals 
 
14. The 'P5+1' group is associated with negotiations regarding: 
A) Climate change 
B) Trade agreements 
C) Iran's nuclear program 
D) Cybersecurity 
 
15. 'Track Two Diplomacy' refers to: 
A) Military negotiations 
B) Economic sanctions 
C) Informal, non-governmental discussions 
D) Official state-to-state negotiations 
 
16. The 'Kellogg-Briand Pact' of 1928 was an attempt to: 
A) Limit naval armaments 
B) Outlaw war as a means of national policy 
C) Establish trade agreements 
D) Create a collective security system 
 
17. Who is known for the concept of 'Détente' in diplomacy during the Cold War? 
A) Richard Nixon 
B) Henry Kissinger 
C) John F. Kennedy 
D) Nikita Khrushchev 
 
18. The 'Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty' (INF Treaty) was signed between: 
A) USA and China 
B) USA and USSR 
C) USA and Iran 
D) USA and North Korea 
 
19. The 'Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations' establishes rules for: 
A) International trade 
B) Diplomatic immunity and conduct 
C) Environmental protection 
D) Arms control 
 
20. The 'Nuclear Suppliers Group' (NSG) aims to: 
A) Promote nuclear energy 
B) Prevent nuclear proliferation 
C) Develop nuclear weapons 
D) Reduce nuclear waste 
 
21. The 'Geneva Conventions' are a set of treaties that establish: 
A) Rules for international trade 
B) Standards for diplomatic conduct 
C) Laws of war and humanitarian treatment 
D) Guidelines for environmental protection 
 
22. Which thinker proposed the concept of 'Linkage Diplomacy'? 



A) Henry Kissinger 
B) George Kennan 
C) Zbigniew Brzezinski 
D) Hans Morgenthau 
 
23. The 'Washington Naval Conference' of 1921-1922 aimed to: 
A) Promote free trade 
B) Limit naval armaments 
C) Establish a global currency 
D) Create a collective security pact 
 
24. Who argued that diplomacy should be based on national interest rather than moral principles? 
A) Niccolò Machiavelli 
B) Immanuel Kant 
C) Woodrow Wilson 
D) John Locke 
 
25. The 'Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty' (START) was a key agreement in the field of: 
A) Environmental protection 
B) Human rights 
C) Arms control 
D) Economic cooperation 
 
26. Who is credited with the idea of 'Mutually Assured Destruction' (MAD) in nuclear strategy?  
A) John von Neumann 
B) Robert McNamara 
C) Herman Kahn 
D) Henry Kissinger 
 
27. The 'Group of Seven' (G7) primarily focuses on issues related to: 
A) Military alliances 
B) Cultural exchange 
C) Economic policy 
D) Environmental conservation 
 
28. Which thinker's work influenced the concept of 'Ping-Pong Diplomacy' between the USA and 
China? 
A) Henry Kissinger 
B) Richard Nixon 
C) Mao Zedong 
D) Zhou Enlai 
 
29. 'Gunboat Diplomacy' is a term that refers to the use of: 
A) Cultural exchanges in diplomacy 
B) Economic incentives in negotiations 
C) Military threat or force in diplomacy 
D) Legal arguments in international disputes 
 
30. The 'Camp David Accords' were a significant step towards peace between which two countries? 
A) Israel and Egypt 
B) USA and USSR 



C) India and Pakistan 
D) North Korea and South Korea 
 
31. The 'Oslo Accords' were part of the peace process between which two parties?  
A) USA and USSR 
B) Israel and Palestine 
C) North Korea and South Korea 
D) India and Pakistan 
 
32. Who is known for articulating the 'Domino Theory' in the context of Cold War diplomacy?  
A) Dwight D. Eisenhower 
B) John F. Kennedy 
C) Lyndon B. Johnson 
D) Richard Nixon 
 
33. The concept of 'Detente' refers to: 
A) An escalation of military tensions 
B) A period of relaxed tensions between rival states 
C) A strategy of aggressive diplomacy 
D) The formation of military alliances 
 
35. The 'Bretton Woods System' was established to: 
A) Regulate international trade 
B) Manage global nuclear arsenals 
C) Oversee post-war reconstruction 
D) Promote economic cooperation and stability 
 
36. The 'Potsdam Conference' of 1945 is notable for its role in: 
A) Establishing the United Nations 
B) Negotiating the end of World War II 
C) Creating the European Union 
D) Resolving the Cuban Missile Crisis 
 
37. Which international treaty aims to prevent the spread of chemical weapons? 
A) Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) 
B) Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) 
C) Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
D) Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) 
 
38. The 'Minsk Agreements' are associated with efforts to resolve the conflict in: 
A) Syria 
B) Ukraine 
C) Libya 
D) Yemen 
 
39. The 'Four Policemen' concept, proposed during World War II, referred to the major powers: 
A) USA, USSR, China, and France 
B) USA, USSR, UK, and China 
C) USA, UK, France, and Germany 
D) USA, UK, USSR, and Japan 
 



40. Which thinker's concept of 'complex interdependence' challenges traditional views of diplomacy 
and power? 
A) Joseph Nye 
B) Henry Kissinger 
C) Samuel Huntington 
D) Hans Morgenthau 
 
41. The 'Missile Technology Control Regime' (MTCR) aims to prevent the proliferation of: 
A) Chemical weapons 
B) Biological weapons 
C) Nuclear weapons 
D) Missile technology 
 
42. Who is known for the 'X Article,' which advocated for containment during the Cold War?  
A) George F. Kennan 
B) Henry Kissinger 
C) John Foster Dulles 
D) Dean Acheson 
 
43. Which thinker's concept of 'the Anarchical Society' explores the order within international 
relations? 
A) Hedley Bull 
B) Kenneth Waltz 
C) Thomas Schelling 
D) Hans Morgenthau 
 
44. Who proposed the 'Balance of Threat' theory as an extension of the balance of power concept?  
A) Stephen Walt 
B) John Mearsheimer 
C) Kenneth Waltz 
D) Thomas Schelling 
 
45. The 'Antarctic Treaty' of 1959 is notable for its role in: 
A) Establishing a nuclear-weapon-free zone 
B) Regulating international trade 
C) Preserving the Antarctic environment 
D) Limiting military activities in the region 
 
46. Which international agreement aims to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to combat climate 
change? 
A) The Paris Agreement 
B) The Kyoto Protocol 
C) The Montreal Protocol 
D) The Stockholm Convention 
 
47. The 'Council of Europe' was established to promote: 
A) Economic cooperation 
B) Military alliances 
C) Human rights and democracy 
D) Environmental protection 
 



48. Who is known for advocating 'Brinkmanship' as a diplomatic strategy during the Cold War? 
A) John Foster Dulles 
B) Henry Kissinger 
C) Dean Acheson 
49. The concept of the "New World Order" refers to: 
A) A system of global governance based on the rule of law 
B) The dominance of one country over all others 
C) The end of traditional diplomacy and the rise of digital diplomacy 
D) The establishment of a global socialist government 
 
50. Which of the following is NOT a principle of the United Nations? 
A) Sovereign equality of states 
B) Non-interference in the internal affairs of states 
C) Promotion of human rights for all 
D) Promotion of unilateral military action by powerful states 
  



 
UNIT 4: 20th Century of international relation: World War I & ll, Cold War & Post Cold War 
International Relations. 
International Relations during World War I: 

• Background: World War I, also known as the Great War, lasted from 1914 to 1918 and involved 
major powers across Europe and beyond. It was characterized by trench warfare, the use of 
new military technologies, and massive casualties. 

 
Key Dynamics: 

• Alliance Systems: The war was largely a result of complex alliance systems, with the Triple 
Entente (France, Russia, Britain) pitted against the Triple Alliance (Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
Italy). 

• Nationalism: Nationalistic fervor and competition for imperialist expansion contributed to the 
outbreak and escalation of the war. 

• Militarism: The arms race and glorification of military power heightened tensions and 
preparedness for conflict. 

 
Impact on International Relations: 

• Shift in Power: The war led to the decline of empires (Austro-Hungarian, Ottoman, Russian) 
and the rise of new powers (USA, Soviet Union). 

• League of Nations: The establishment of the League of Nations aimed to prevent future 
conflicts through collective security and diplomacy. 

• Treaty of Versailles: The peace treaty imposed harsh penalties on Germany, sowing the seeds 
for future grievances. 

Views 

• Norman Angell - An English journalist and politician, Angell authored "The Great Illusion" 
(1910), arguing that war was economically futile and that the interdependence of global 
economies would prevent major conflicts. His views were challenged by the outbreak of 
World War I, but his ideas laid the groundwork for liberal internationalism.  

• Woodrow Wilson - The President of the United States during World War I, Wilson was a 
proponent of liberal internationalism. He believed in the principles of democracy, self-
determination, and collective security. His Fourteen Points and the League of Nations were 
efforts to establish a new world order based on these ideals. 

• Vladimir Lenin - As the leader of the Bolsheviks, Lenin viewed World War I as an imperialist 
war driven by capitalist powers. He believed that the war was a result of the inherent 
contradictions of capitalism and imperialism, leading to his call for proletarian revolution 
and the establishment of a socialist world order. 

 
International Relations during World War II: 

• Background: World War II, from 1939 to 1945, was a global conflict involving most of the 
world's nations. It was marked by the Axis powers (Germany, Italy, Japan) against the Allies 
(Britain, Soviet Union, USA, China, France). 

 
Key Dynamics: 

• Ideological Struggles: The war was characterized by ideological battles between fascism, 
communism, and liberal democracy. 

• Total War: The conflict saw the mobilization of entire societies, economies, and the use of 
strategic bombing, leading to unprecedented destruction and civilian casualties.  

• Holocaust: The systematic genocide of six million Jews and other minorities by Nazi Germany 
was a defining atrocity of the war. 

 



Impact on International Relations: 

• United Nations: The formation of the United Nations aimed to foster international 
cooperation and prevent future conflicts. 

• Cold War: The post-war rivalry between the Soviet Union and the United States led to the Cold 
War, shaping international relations for decades. 

• Decolonization: The war weakened European powers, accelerating the process of 
decolonization in Asia, Africa, and the Middle East. 

Views 

• Winston Churchill - The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom during World War II, Churchill 
was a realist who believed in the balance of power and the necessity of military strength to 
maintain peace. He was instrumental in forming alliances and rallying the Allied powers 
against the Axis forces. 

• Franklin D. Roosevelt - The President of the United States during most of World War II, 
Roosevelt championed the idea of Four Freedoms (freedom of speech, freedom of worship, 
freedom from want, and freedom from fear) and played a key role in establishing the United 
Nations to promote peace and cooperation. 

• E.H. Carr - A British historian and international relations theorist, Carr's work "The Twenty 
Years' Crisis" (1939) critiqued the idealism of the interwar period and argued for a more 
realistic approach to international relations, emphasizing power politics and national 
interest. 

• Hans Morgenthau - Although his seminal work "Politics Among Nations" was published 
after World War II, Morgenthau's realist theory was shaped by the events of the war. He 
emphasized the role of power and national interest in international relations and criticized 
moralistic and legalistic approaches. 

Cold War International Relations: 
 
Definition: The Cold War was a period of geopolitical tension between the Soviet Union and the United 
States, along with their respective allies, from the end of World War II in 1945 until the dissolution of 
the Soviet Union in 1991. It was characterized by political, ideological, and military rivalry but did not 
result in direct armed conflict between the two superpowers.  
Key Features: 

• Bipolar World Order: The international system was dominated by two superpowers, leading 
to a bipolar world order. 

• Arms Race: Both the US and the Soviet Union engaged in a nuclear arms race, leading to the 
accumulation of vast arsenals of nuclear weapons. 

• Proxy Wars: Conflicts in regions such as Korea, Vietnam, and Afghanistan were influenced or 
supported by the superpowers as part of their global rivalry.  

• Ideological Conflict: The Cold War was marked by the ideological clash between capitalism 
(led by the US) and communism (led by the Soviet Union). 

• Space Race: Competition extended to space exploration, symbolized by the race to land on 
the moon. 

Theorist Main Ideas 

George F. 
Kennan 

Kennan's concept of containment became the cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy 
during the Cold War. He argued that the Soviet Union's ideology and security concerns 
would drive it to expand, and thus the U.S. needed to employ a strategy of 
containment to prevent the spread of communism. His ideas were influential in 
shaping U.S. policies such as the Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan. 

Hans J. 
Morgenthau 

Morgenthau's realism was based on the idea that international politics is governed by 
objective laws rooted in human nature, with the struggle for power being the most 
important. He viewed the Cold War as an inevitable result of the power vacuum 



Theorist Main Ideas 

created after World War II and the natural tendency of states to seek power and 
security. 

John Lewis 
Gaddis 

Gaddis is known for his detailed historical analyses of the Cold War, examining the 
strategies and decisions of the key actors. He argued that the U.S. strategy of 
containment was generally successful in preventing the spread of communism and 
eventually contributed to the collapse of the Soviet Union.  

 
Post-Cold War International Relations: 

• Definition: The Post-Cold War era refers to the period after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 
1991, marked by the end of bipolarity and the emergence of a unipolar world order dominated 
by the United States. 

 
Key Features: 

• Unipolarity: The United States emerged as the sole superpower, leading to a unipolar world 
order. 

• Globalization: Increased economic, cultural, and political interconnectedness characterized 
the post-Cold War era. 

• Regional Conflicts: The post-Cold War period saw a rise in ethnic and regional conflicts, such 
as those in the Balkans and the Middle East. 

• Non-State Actors: The role of non-state actors, such as terrorist groups and multinational 
corporations, became more prominent in international relations.  

• Rise of New Powers: The emergence of countries like China, India, and Brazil challenged the 
unipolar order and signalled a shift towards multipolarity.  

Theorist Main Ideas 

Francis Fukuyama 

Fukuyama's "The End of History?" posited that the end of the Cold War signified 
the endpoint of humanity's sociocultural evolution and the universalization of 
Western liberal democracy as the final form of human government. His thesis 
sparked a great deal of debate and discussion about the future of international 
relations and the potential for conflict in a post-ideological world. 

Samuel P. 
Huntington 

In "The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order," Huntington 
argued that in the post-Cold War world, conflicts would be primarily cultural 
rather than ideological. He identified several major civilizations (e.g., Western, 
Islamic, Confucian) and suggested that future conflicts would arise from 
interactions between these civilizations. 

Joseph S. Nye 

Nye's concept of "soft power" – the ability of a country to persuade others to do 
what it wants without force or coercion – became increasingly relevant in the 
post-Cold War era. He argued that in a globalized and interdependent world, 
military power alone was insufficient to achieve national objectives, and countries 
needed to cultivate soft power through culture, political values, and foreign 
policies. 

John 
Mearsheimer 

Mearsheimer's "The Tragedy of Great Power Politics" presents a stark view of 
international relations, arguing that the anarchic nature of the international 
system compels states to seek power to ensure their survival. He predicted that 
the post-Cold War period would be marked by increased instability and potential 
conflicts as great powers jockeyed for position in the absence of a clear bipolar 
structure. 



Theorist Main Ideas 

Robert O. 
Keohane and 
Joseph S. Nye 

Their work on "Power and Interdependence" challenged the traditional realist 
view by highlighting the significance of economic and environmental issues in 
international relations. They argued that in the complex interdependence of the 
modern world, states are affected by a wide range of transnational interactions, 
and power is exercised through multiple channels, not just military might.  

 
1. What was a major cause of World War I? 
A) The rise of communism 
B) The assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
C) The spread of nationalism in Asia 
D) Economic sanctions against Germany 
 
2. Which treaty ended World War I? 
A) Treaty of Versailles 
B) Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 
C) Treaty of Paris 
D) Treaty of Ghent 
 
3. What was the primary goal of the League of Nations? 
A) To promote free trade 
B) To prevent future wars 
C) To spread democracy 
D) To colonize Africa 
 
4. Which event marked the beginning of World War II? 
A) Invasion of Poland by Germany 
B) Bombing of Pearl Harbor 
C) Signing of the Munich Agreement 
D) Battle of Stalingrad 
 
5. What was the main strategy used by the Allies to defeat Germany in World War II? 
A) Guerrilla warfare 
B) Naval blockade 
C) Two-front war 
D) Nuclear warfare 
 
6. What was the primary cause of the Cold War? 
A) Territorial disputes in Europe 
B) Ideological conflict between the US and the Soviet Union 
C) The rise of fascism in Italy 
D) Economic competition in Asia 
 
7. Which policy aimed to contain the spread of communism? 
A) Marshall Plan 
B) Truman Doctrine 
C) Monroe Doctrine 
D) Roosevelt Corollary 
 
8. What was the main purpose of the Berlin Wall? 
A) To protect West Berlin from NATO invasion 



B) To prevent East Germans from fleeing to West Berlin 
C) To divide Germany into four occupation zones 
D) To serve as a monument to Soviet victory in World War II 
 
9. Which event marked the end of the Cold War? 
A) Fall of the Berlin Wall 
B) Cuban Missile Crisis 
C) Korean War 
D) Vietnam War 
 
10. What was the main outcome of the Treaty of Versailles for Germany? 
A) Loss of colonies 
B) Reparations payments 
C) Military expansion 
D) Economic prosperity 
 
11. Which alliance was formed in response to the threat of Soviet expansion in Europe?  
A) Warsaw Pact 
B) NATO 
C) League of Nations 
D) ASEAN 
 
12. Which conflict is often considered the first proxy war of the Cold War? 
A) Korean War 
B) Vietnam War 
C) Suez Crisis 
D) Cuban Missile Crisis 
 
13. Which treaty established the European Union? 
A) Treaty of Rome 
B) Treaty of Maastricht 
C) Treaty of Versailles 
D) Treaty of Lisbon 
 
14. What was the main strategy of the US in the Vietnam War? 
A) Nuclear deterrence 
B) Guerrilla warfare 
C) Conventional warfare 
D) Diplomatic negotiations 
 
15. Which event led to the Cuban Missile Crisis? 
A) US invasion of Cuba 
B) Soviet deployment of missiles in Cuba 
C) Cuban revolution 
D) Bay of Pigs invasion 
 
16. What was the main consequence of the fall of the Berlin Wall? 
A) Reunification of Germany 
B) Expansion of NATO 
C) Outbreak of World War III 
D) Strengthening of the Warsaw Pact 



 
17. What was the main cause of the Gulf War? 
A) Iraq's invasion of Kuwait 
B) Iran's nuclear program 
C) Syrian civil war 
D) Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
 
18. Which doctrine advocated for the pre-emptive use of force in the Post-Cold War era? 
A) Truman Doctrine 
B) Bush Doctrine 
C) Nixon Doctrine 
D) Obama Doctrine 
 
19. What was the main focus of the Washington Naval Conference? 
A) Limiting naval armaments 
B) Establishing trade routes 
C) Forming military alliances 
D) Preventing nuclear proliferation 
 
20. Which treaty aimed to limit the spread of nuclear weapons? 
A) Treaty of Versailles 
B) Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
C) SALT I Treaty 
D) INF Treaty 
 
21. What was the main objective of the Bretton Woods Conference? 
A) To establish a new world order 
B) To create a system of international monetary management 
C) To form a global military alliance 
D) To promote free trade agreements 
 
22. Which country's invasion of Afghanistan marked the beginning of the Soviet-Afghan War? 
A) United States 
B) Soviet Union 
C) Iran 
D) Pakistan 
 
23. Which event is often considered the start of the Post-Cold War era? 
A) Fall of the Berlin Wall 
B) Dissolution of the Soviet Union 
C) End of the Vietnam War 
D) Signing of the Maastricht Treaty 
24. Which conflict marked the first military engagement of the United Nations? 
A) Korean War 
B) Suez Crisis 
C) Falklands War 
D) Gulf War 
 
25. What was the main purpose of the Truman Doctrine? 
A) To provide economic aid to post-war Europe 
B) To contain the spread of communism 



C) To establish diplomatic relations with China 
D) To promote disarmament and arms control 
 
26. What was the main strategy of the US in the Cold War? 
A) Military expansion 
B) Economic isolation 
C) Containment of communism 
D) Promotion of democracy 
 
27. Which conflict is often considered the first proxy war of the Cold War? 
A) Korean War 
B) Vietnam War 
C) Suez Crisis 
D) Cuban Missile Crisis 
 
28. What was the main purpose of the United Nations? 
A) To enforce colonial rule 
B) To promote global free trade 
C) To maintain international peace and security 
D) To spread communism 
 
29. Which doctrine advocated for the pre-emptive use of force in the Post-Cold War era? 
A) Truman Doctrine 
B) Bush Doctrine 
C) Nixon Doctrine 
D) Obama Doctrine 
 
30. Which treaty aimed to limit the spread of nuclear weapons? 
A) Treaty of Versailles 
B) Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
C) SALT I Treaty 
D) INF Treaty 
 
31. Which of the following countries was NOT a member of the Axis Powers in World War II?  
A) Germany 
B) Italy 
C) Japan 
D) Soviet Union 
 
32. The Yalta Conference, held in 1945, was attended by the leaders of the United States, the Soviet 
Union, and: 
A) Germany 
B) Japan 
C) United Kingdom 
D) France 
 
33. The term "Decolonization" refers to: 
A) The process of establishing colonies 
B) The process of granting independence to colonies 
C) The process of expanding empires 
D) The process of forming alliances with colonies 



 
34. Which of the following countries was a founding member of the United Nations? 
A) Germany 
B) Italy 
C) Japan 
D) Soviet Union 
 
35. The term "Containment" was first used in a 1946 article by George F. Kennan to describe the 
policy of: 
A) Preventing the spread of communism 
B) Encouraging the spread of communism 
C) Establishing military alliances 
D) Promoting economic development in post-war Europe 
 
36. The Cuban Missile Crisis occurred in: 
A) 1956 
B) 1962 
C) 1975 
D) 1989 
 
37. Which of the following countries was NOT a founding member of the United Nations?  
A) China 
B) France 
C) Germany 
D) United States 
 
38. The United Nations was established in: 
A) 1919 
B) 1945 
C) 1957 
D) 1965 
 
39. The Warsaw Pact was created in response to the formation of: 
A) NATO 
B) European Union 
C) United Nations 
D) League of Nations 
 
40. When did World War I begin? 
A) 1914 
B) 1916 
C) 1918 
D) 1920 
 
41. The United Nations Security Council has how many permanent members? 
A) 5 
B) 10 
C) 15 
D) 20 
 
42. Which country was NOT a founding member of NATO? 



A) United States 
B) United Kingdom 
C) France 
D) Soviet Union 
 
43. The concept of "MAD" (Mutually Assured Destruction) was based on the idea that: 
A) Any nuclear attack would result in the total destruction of both the attacker and the defender 
B) Nuclear weapons should never be used under any circumstances 
C) Nuclear disarmament is the only way to ensure peace 
D) Nuclear weapons can be used as a deterrent without causing widespread destruction  
 
44. The term "Proxy War" is used to describe conflicts: 
A) Between two nuclear-armed states 
B) Fought between superpowers using smaller countries as combatants 
C) Fought without the use of conventional weapons 
D) Fought exclusively in cyberspace 
 
45. The "Domino Theory" was a geopolitical concept used to justify: 
A) Military intervention in the Korean War 
B) Military intervention in the Vietnam War 
C) The establishment of NATO 
D) The policy of containment 
 
46. The "Brexit" referendum in 2016 resulted in which country's decision to leave the European 
Union? 
A) France 
B) Germany 
C) United Kingdom 
D) Italy 
 
47. The term "Iron Curtain" was used to describe the division between: 
A) Western and Eastern Europe 
B) North and South Korea 
C) China and Taiwan 
D) India and Pakistan 
 
48. The "Bay of Pigs Invasion" was a failed military operation by the United States against: 
A) Cuba 
B) Vietnam 
C) Nicaragua 
D) North Korea 
 
49. The "Suez Crisis" of 1956 involved a military conflict between: 
A) Egypt and Israel 
B) United States and Soviet Union 
C) France and United Kingdom 
D) Iran and Iraq 
 
50. The "Tiananmen Square protests" in 1989 took place in which country? 
A) China 
B) Russia 



C) Germany 
D) United States 
  



 
 
UNIT 5: A critical Appraisal of India 's Foreign Policy Post Independence, Evaluation of Politics in 
South Asia, South East Asia, West Asia, Indo- Pacific Region 
India's foreign policy since independence in 1947 has been a dynamic and evolving aspect of its 
engagement with the world. Guided initially by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, India's foreign policy 
has navigated through Cold War politics, regional conflicts, economic transformations, and the rise of 
new global challenges. This appraisal examines key aspects of India's foreign policy post-
independence, highlighting its achievements, challenges, and strategic shifts. 
Foundational Principles 

• Non-Alignment: India's initial foreign policy strategy was non-alignment, avoiding formal 
alliances with either the Western or Eastern blocs during the Cold War. This allowed India to 
maintain sovereignty in decision-making while engaging with both sides for developmental aid 
and political support. However, critics argue that non-alignment limited India's strategic 
options and influence. 

• Stephen P. Cohen (2002): In "India: Emerging Power," Cohen argues that non-
alignment allowed India to maintain strategic autonomy but also led to missed 
opportunities for deeper engagement with major powers, impacting its global 
influence. 

• Panchsheel Agreement: The five principles of peaceful coexistence, or Panchsheel, formulated 
with China in 1954, aimed to guide international relations. The 1962 Sino-Indian war over 
border disputes, however, showcased the limitations of these principles in safeguarding 
national security. 

• John W. Garver (2001): In "Protracted Contest: Sino-Indian Rivalry in the Twentieth 
Century," Garver critiques the Panchsheel Agreement as being based on unrealistic 
expectations, ultimately failing to prevent the Sino-Indian conflict. 

Strategic Shifts and Developments 

• Economic Liberalization: The economic reforms of 1991 marked a significant shift, opening 
India's economy to global markets. This has led to increased foreign investment, economic 
growth, and a reorientation of India's foreign policy towards greater economic engagement 
and trade diplomacy.  

• Jagdish Bhagwati (1993): In "India in Transition: Freeing the Economy," Bhagwati 
examines the impact of economic liberalization on India's foreign policy, highlighting 
a shift towards pragmatism and economic diplomacy. 

• Look East Policy: Initiated in the 1990s, this policy aimed to strengthen relations with 
Southeast Asian countries, reflecting a strategic shift to enhance economic and security ties in 
the Asia-Pacific region. It has evolved into the "Act East Policy," emphasizing deeper 
engagement. 

• Frederic Grare (2017): In "India Turns East: International Engagement and US-China 
Rivalry," Grare discusses how the Look East Policy reflects India's strategic 
reorientation towards countering China's influence in Asia. 

• Nuclear Policy: India's 1998 nuclear tests marked a pivotal shift, asserting its status as a 
nuclear power. While attracting global sanctions initially, India has since worked towards 
integrating its nuclear status into its foreign policy, seeking to balance deterrence with non-
proliferation commitments. 

• George Perkovich (1999): In "India's Nuclear Bomb," Perkovich analyzes India's 
nuclear tests as a strategic move to assert its great power status and reevaluate its 
security doctrine. 

 
Contemporary Dynamics 



• Relations with Major Powers: India has navigated complex relationships with major powers, 
including the United States, Russia, and China. Its strategic partnership with the US has grown, 
particularly in defense and security, while maintaining historically close ties with Russia. 
Tensions with China have persisted, particularly along their border, requiring diplomatic and 
military readiness. 

• Harsh V. Pant in "The US-India Relationship: Strategic Partnership or Complementary 
Interests?" (2011) analyses the complexities of India's relationships with major 
powers, arguing that while strategic convergences have increased, India remains wary 
of entangling alliances that could compromise its strategic autonomy.  

• Regional Influence: India's role in South Asia and the Indian Ocean Region is crucial, aiming to 
project itself as a leader in regional security and development. However, rivalry with Pakistan, 
particularly over Kashmir, and competition with China for regional influence pose continuous 
challenges.  

• Stephen P. Cohen and Sunil Dasgupta in "Arming without Aiming: India's Military 
Modernization" (2010) discuss India's challenges in asserting its regional influence, 
highlighting the gap between its strategic ambitions and military capabilities, 
especially in its rivalry with Pakistan and the strategic competition with China. 

• Multilateral Engagement: India has actively participated in multilateral forums like the United 
Nations, BRICS, and the G20. Its push for reforms in global governance structures reflects a 
desire to play a more prominent role in international affairs. 

• David M. Malone in "Does the Elephant Dance? Contemporary Indian Foreign 
Policy" (2011) provides an insight into India's approach to multilateralism, suggesting 
that India seeks to reform global governance structures to reflect the realities of the 
21st century, advocating for greater representation for emerging economies.  

 
Challenges and Critiques 

• Balancing Relations: Amitav Acharya in "The End of American World Order" (2014) discusses 
the challenge India faces in navigating the post-American world order, balancing its relations 
between rising China and a retreating United States, reflecting broader shifts in global power 
dynamics. 

• Economic Diplomacy: Deepak Nayyar's "Catching Up: The Emerging Economies in the World 
Economy" (2013) examines the successes and shortcomings of India's economic diplomacy, 
arguing for a more integrated approach that combines trade, investment, and technology 
transfer to bolster India's position in the global economy.  

• Global South Leadership: India's aspiration to be a voice for the Global South entails balancing 
its rising global stature with the developmental and political aspirations of less developed 
countries. 

In conclusion, India's foreign policy post-independence has evolved significantly, adapting to global 
and regional changes. While it has achieved substantial milestones in establishing India as a key global 
player, ongoing challenges in security, economic diplomacy, and regional stability require continuous 
strategic assessment and engagement. 
 
 
Evaluation of Politics in South Asia 
Historical Context: 

• South Asia, comprising India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan, and the 
Maldives, has a shared colonial history under British rule, leading to common political and 
administrative legacies. 

 
Key Political Dynamics: 

• Democracy and Governance: 



o India, the world's largest democracy, has a federal structure with a vibrant political 
landscape. However, challenges such as political corruption, communalism, and regional 
disparities persist. 

o Pakistan and Bangladesh have experienced military coups and periods of authoritarian 
rule, with ongoing struggles for democratic consolidation.  

o Nepal's transition from a monarchy to a federal democratic republic marks a significant 
political transformation. 

• Regional Rivalries and Conflicts: 
o The India-Pakistan rivalry, primarily over Kashmir, has led to several wars and ongoing 

tensions. 
o Ethnic conflicts, such as the Tamil issue in Sri Lanka and sectarian violence in Pakistan, have 

shaped internal politics. 
• Security Concerns: 

o Terrorism and extremism are significant security challenges, particularly in Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, and India. 

o The region is also prone to natural disasters, impacting political stability and governance. 

• Economic Development: 
o While India and Bangladesh have shown robust economic growth, other countries like 

Nepal and Bhutan face challenges of underdevelopment and poverty.  
o Economic disparities and social inequalities remain critical issues across the region. 

 
Evaluation of Politics in Southeast Asia 
Historical Context: 

• Southeast Asia, comprising countries like Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam, and the 
Philippines, has a diverse colonial history, with influences from European powers, Japan, and 
the United States. 

Key Political Dynamics: 
• Political Systems:  

• The region exhibits a range of political systems, from democratic Indonesia and the 
Philippines to authoritarian regimes in Vietnam and Laos. 

• Thailand and Myanmar have experienced military coups, impacting their political 
stability. 

• Regional Cooperation:  
• ASEAN plays a crucial role in promoting regional cooperation, though it faces 

challenges in addressing internal conflicts and external pressures.  

• Economic Growth and Development: 
• Countries like Singapore, Malaysia, and Vietnam have achieved significant economic 

growth, driven by export-oriented policies and foreign investment. 
• However, issues like income inequality, corruption, and environmental degradation 

persist. 
 
Territorial and Maritime Disputes: 

• The South China Sea disputes involve overlapping claims by several Southeast Asian countries 
and China, posing a challenge to regional security and diplomacy.  

Scholarly Perspectives: 

• Amitav Acharya, in "Constructing a Security Community in Southeast Asia: ASEAN and the 
Problem of Regional Order" (2001), examines ASEAN's role in building a security community 
in the region. 

• Edward Aspinall, in "Opposing Suharto: Compromise, Resistance, and Regime Change in 
Indonesia" (2005), analyzes the political dynamics leading to the fall of Suharto's regime in 
Indonesia. 



 
Conclusion: 

• Both South Asia and Southeast Asia exhibit complex political landscapes, influenced by 
historical legacies, diverse cultures, and contemporary challenges. 

• The regions' political dynamics are shaped by factors such as governance, regional rivalries, 
economic development, and security concerns. 

• The role of regional organizations like ASEAN and SAARC, along with the influence of external 
powers, is significant in shaping the political and security architecture of the regions. 

• Addressing issues like democratic governance, economic inequality, and regional stability 
remains crucial for the political development of South Asia and Southeast Asia.  

 
West Asia (Middle East) 

• Geopolitical Tensions: West Asia is a region marked by longstanding geopolitical tensions, 
including the Arab-Israeli conflict, the rivalry between Iran and Saudi Arabia, and the impact 
of external powers like the United States and Russia. 

• Security Challenges: The region faces significant security challenges, including terrorism, civil 
wars (e.g., Syria, Yemen), and the proliferation of non-state armed groups like ISIS. 

• Resource Politics: West Asia is rich in oil and gas resources, which have historically driven 
regional politics and external interests. The global shift towards renewable energy and climate 
change concerns are prompting changes in the region's economic and political landscape.  

• Socio-Political Reforms: Several countries in the region are undergoing socio-political reforms, 
such as Saudi Arabia's Vision 2030. However, issues like human rights, gender equality, and 
political freedoms remain contentious. 

• Normalization of Relations: Recent years have seen normalization agreements between Israel 
and several Arab states (e.g., UAE, Bahrain), reshaping regional diplomatic dynamics.  

 
Indo-Pacific Region: 

• Strategic Importance: The Indo-Pacific region, encompassing the Indian Ocean and the 
western Pacific, is strategically important due to its major sea lanes, economic dynamism, and 
geopolitical competition. 

• US-China Rivalry: The region is a key arena for the strategic rivalry between the United States 
and China, with implications for regional security, trade, and diplomacy.  

• Regional Cooperation: The Indo-Pacific hosts various regional frameworks, such as the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Quad (US, India, Japan, Australia), and 
the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), which aim to promote cooperation and stability . 

• Maritime Security: Disputes in the South China Sea, piracy, and freedom of navigation are 
critical maritime security issues in the region. 

• Economic Integration: The region is home to significant economic agreements, such as the 
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) and the Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), which aim to enhance trade and 
economic integration. 
 

1. Who argued that India's foreign policy is characterized by 'strategic autonomy'? 
A) C. Raja Mohan 
B) Sushma Swaraj 
C) Shivshankar Menon 
D) Brahma Chellaney 
 
2. Which scholar suggested that India's Look East Policy was a response to the end of the Cold War 
and the rise of ASEAN? 
A) Kanti Bajpai 



B) Rajiv Sikri 
C) Harsh V. Pant 
D) Subrahmanyam Jaishankar 
 
3. Who among the following scholars emphasized the importance of India's soft power in its foreign 
policy? 
A) Stephen P. Cohen 
B) Joseph Nye 
C) Shashi Tharoor 
D) C. Raja Mohan 
 
4. Which scholar is associated with the analysis of India's grand strategy in the post-Cold War era? 
A) Brahma Chellaney 
B) Kanti Bajpai 
C) Harsh V. Pant 
D) Stephen Cohen 
 
5. Which scholar suggested that India's Act East Policy is a strategic response to China's assertiveness 
in the region? 
A) Harsh V. Pant 
B) Brahma Chellaney 
C) Kanti Bajpai 
D) Rajiv Sikri 
 
6. Which scholar is known for his work on India's foreign policy towards its smaller neighbors in 
South Asia? 
A) Stephen P. Cohen 
B) Sushma Swaraj 
C) Shivshankar Menon 
D) Srinath Raghavan 
 
7. Which scholar emphasized the role of economic interests in shaping India's foreign policy towards 
Southeast Asia? 
A) Rajiv Sikri 
B) Srinath Raghavan 
C) Harsh V. Pant 
D) Brahma Chellaney 
 
8. Which scholar suggested that India's foreign policy has evolved from non-alignment to multi-
alignment in the 21st century? 
A) Harsh V. Pant 
B) Shashi Tharoor 
C) Brahma Chellaney 
D) Srinath Raghavan 
 
9. Who argued that India's approach to the Indo-Pacific region is driven by its concerns about China's 
growing influence? 
A) Kanti Bajpai 
B) Rajiv Sikri 
C) Brahma Chellaney 
D) C. Raja Mohan 



 
10. Who among the following scholars discussed the challenges and opportunities for India in the 
emerging Asian security architecture? 
A) Harsh V. Pant 
B) Brahma Chellaney 
C) Shashi Tharoor 
D) C. Raja Mohan 
 
11. Who argued that India's foreign policy is influenced by its historical experiences and civilizational 
values? 
A) Shashi Tharoor 
B) Kanti Bajpai 
C) Stephen P. Cohen 
D) C. Raja Mohan 
 
12. Which scholar suggested that India's engagement with West Asia is crucial for its energy security 
and geopolitical interests? 
A) Talmiz Ahmad 
B) C. Raja Mohan 
C) Harsh V. Pant 
D) Brahma Chellaney 
 
13. Which scholar emphasized the importance of India's maritime strategy in the Indo-Pacific for its 
security and economic interests? 
A) Brahma Chellaney 
B) Rajiv Sikri 
C) Harsh V. Pant 
D) C. Raja Mohan 
 
14. What was the main principle of India's foreign policy post-independence? 
A) Alignment with the USA 
B) Alignment with the USSR 
C) Non-alignment 
D) Alignment with China 
 
15. Which policy is associated with India's approach to its immediate neighbors in South Asia?  
A) Look East Policy 
B) Act East Policy 
C) Gujral Doctrine 
D) Monroe Doctrine 
 
16. What was the primary objective of India's Look East Policy? 
A) To improve relations with Middle Eastern countries 
B) To enhance economic and strategic engagement with Southeast Asia 
C) To counter Chinese influence in Asia 
D) To establish military bases in East Asia 
 
17. Which treaty is considered a cornerstone of India's nuclear policy? 
A) Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
B) Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) 
C) Treaty of Tlatelolco 



D) Indus Waters Treaty 
 
18. What was the primary goal of India's Act East Policy? 
A) To expand economic ties with the European Union 
B) To strengthen strategic and economic relations with East and Southeast Asia 
C) To form a military alliance with ASEAN countries 
D) To reduce dependency on Middle Eastern oil 
 
19. Which initiative aimed at enhancing India's connectivity and cooperation with the Indo-Pacific 
region? 
A) Belt and Road Initiative 
B) Asia-Africa Growth Corridor 
C) Trans-Pacific Partnership 
D) Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
 
20. What was the main focus of the Panchsheel Agreement between India and China? 
A) Nuclear disarmament 
B) Trade liberalization 
C) Peaceful coexistence 
D) Territorial dispute resolution 
 
21. Which country is a major focus of India's West Asia policy due to energy security concerns?  
A) Iran 
B) Israel 
C) Saudi Arabia 
D) Iraq 
 
22. What was the primary objective of the Simla Agreement between India and Pakistan?  
A) To resolve the Kashmir dispute 
B) To establish a free trade agreement 
C) To set guidelines for future bilateral relations 
D) To create a joint military command 
 
23. Which regional organization is central to India's engagement with South Asia? 
A) ASEAN 
B) SAARC 
C) BIMSTEC 
D) SCO 
 
24. What was the main aim of India's 'Neighbourhood First' policy? 
A) To prioritize economic cooperation with European countries  
B) To build a security alliance with neighboring countries 
C) To enhance diplomatic and economic ties with neighboring countries 
D) To promote cultural exchange with South American nations 
 
25. Which country is a key partner for India in its Indo-Pacific strategy? 
A) Russia 
B) Japan 
C) Germany 
D) Brazil 
 



26. What was the primary focus of the Indo-Sri Lanka Accord of 1987? 
A) Economic cooperation 
B) Resolving the Sri Lankan civil war 
C) Establishing a free trade zone 
D) Nuclear collaboration 
 
27. Which principle has been a cornerstone of India's foreign policy since independence? 
A) Capitalism 
B) Non-alignment 
C) Imperialism 
D) Communism 
 
28. India's 'Connect Central Asia' policy aims to: 
A) Establish military bases in Central Asia 
B) Enhance economic and strategic ties with Central Asian countries 
C) Counter Chinese influence in the region 
D) Promote democracy in Central Asia 
 
29. Which agreement between India and Bangladesh resolved the long-standing land boundary 
issue? 
A) Land Boundary Agreement (LBA) 
B) Teesta Water Sharing Agreement 
C) Ganges Water Treaty 
D) Farraka Barrage Agreement 
 
30. What is the main objective of India's policy towards Afghanistan? 
A) To gain access to Central Asian markets 
B) To counter Pakistani influence 
C) To support democratic institutions and reconstruction 
D) To establish a naval base 
 
31. India's 'Extended Neighbourhood Policy' primarily focuses on: 
A) South America 
B) Central Asia and the Middle East 
C) Southeast Asia 
D) Africa 
 
32. Which Indian Prime Minister initiated the Look East Policy? 
A) Indira Gandhi 
B) Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
C) P.V. Narasimha Rao 
D) Narendra Modi 
 
33. India's strategic partnership with which country is crucial for its interests in the Indian Ocean 
Region? 
A) China 
B) Australia 
C) Russia 
D) France 
 
34. The 'Gujral Doctrine' is associated with which Indian Prime Minister? 



A) Manmohan Singh 
B) I.K. Gujral 
C) Rajiv Gandhi 
D) V.P. Singh 
 
35. India's engagement with which regional grouping is central to its Act East Policy? 
A) EU 
B) ASEAN 
C) SCO 
D) NATO 
 
36. Which policy reflects India's approach to increasing its influence in the Indian Ocean Region?  
A) String of Pearls 
B) Look West Policy 
C) Security and Growth for All in the Region (SAGAR) 
D) Monroe Doctrine 
 
37. India's strategic partnership with which country is significant for energy security and counter-
terrorism cooperation? 
A) Iran 
B) Saudi Arabia 
C) Russia 
D) Israel 
 
38. Which initiative is aimed at enhancing connectivity and cooperation between India and Central 
Asia? 
A) Silk Road Economic Belt 
B) Connect Central Asia Policy 
C) Asia-Africa Growth Corridor 
D) Belt and Road Initiative 
 
39. The 'Mumbai Consensus' refers to India's approach to: 
A) Economic development based on democracy and inclusive growth 
B) Military alliances in the Asia-Pacific 
C) Nuclear disarmament 
D) Counter-terrorism strategies 
 
40. What is the primary focus of India's engagement with the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO)? 
A) Cultural exchange 
B) Economic cooperation and regional security 
C) Naval collaboration 
D) Space exploration 
 
41. Which Indian Prime Minister is credited with initiating the 'Neighbourhood First' policy?  
A) Narendra Modi 
B) Manmohan Singh 
C) Atal Bihari Vajpayee 
D) P.V. Narasimha Rao 
 



42. India's participation in which forum is aimed at enhancing cooperation among Indian Ocean 
littoral states? 
A) BRICS 
B) G20 
C) Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 
D) Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
 
43. Which principle has guided India's approach to the resolution of the Kashmir issue? 
A) Panchsheel 
B) Simla Agreement 
C) Lahore Declaration 
D) Indus Waters Treaty 
 
44. The 'Blue Economy' concept is significant for India's policy towards which region? 
A) South Asia 
B) Central Asia 
C) Indian Ocean Region 
D) Southeast Asia 
 
45. India's strategic partnership with which country is crucial for balancing Chinese influence in the 
region? 
A) Pakistan 
B) Japan 
C) Nepal 
D) Sri Lanka 
 
46. Which principle has been central to India's approach to resolving border disputes with China?  
A) Panchsheel Agreement 
B) Simla Agreement 
C) McMahon Line 
D) Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence 
 
47. India's 'Project Mausam' aims to: 
A) Enhance maritime security 
B) Revive ancient maritime routes 
C) Promote trade with African countries 
D) Counter Chinese naval expansion 
 
48. Which Indian initiative seeks to promote cooperation and dialogue in the Indo-Pacific region? 
A) Quad 
B) Indian Ocean Conference 
C) East Asia Summit 
D) Raisina Dialogue 
 
49. India's foreign policy towards Bhutan is guided by which treaty? 
A) Treaty of Peace and Friendship (1949) 
B) Treaty of Sugauli 
C) Treaty of Purandar 
D) Treaty of Saarc 
 
50. India's 'Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam' philosophy is reflected in its approach to: 



A) Economic liberalization 
B) Nuclear proliferation 
C) Global governance and multilateralism 
D) Bilateral trade agreements 



UNIT 6: Evolution of international Economic System from Bretton Woods to W.T.O, The North-South 

and the South-South Dialogue, Regional Trade Development, Cooperation, Strategic Partnership: EU, 

QUAD IORA, ASEAN, BRICS, BIMSTEC, SAARC, SCO, &Mekong- Ganga Cooperation 

 
International Monetary Fund (IMF): 

• Establishment: The IMF was created in 1944 during the Bretton Woods Conference to promote 
international monetary cooperation and exchange rate stability. 

• Purpose: The primary purpose of the IMF is to ensure the stability of the international 
monetary system—the system of exchange rates and international payments that enables 
countries to transact with each other. 

• Functions: 
o Surveillance: The IMF monitors the global economy and provides economic analysis 

and policy advice to its member countries. 
o Financial Assistance: It provides financial assistance to countries facing balance of 

payments problems, often accompanied by policy conditions (structural adjustment 
programs). 

o Technical Assistance: The IMF offers technical assistance and training to help 
countries improve economic management and governance. 

o Quota System: Each member's financial contribution to the IMF is determined by a 
quota system, which also influences its voting power and access to financial resources. 

o Special Drawing Rights (SDR): The IMF issues an international reserve asset known as 
Special Drawing Rights, which can supplement member countries' official reserves.  

• Membership: As of 2021, the IMF has 190 member countries, representing almost all of the 
world's nations. 

• Decision-Making: The highest decision-making body of the IMF is the Board of Governors, 
which consists of one governor from each member country, typically the finance minister or 
central bank governor. 

• Conditionality: Financial assistance from the IMF often comes with conditions that require 
recipient countries to implement specific economic policies aimed at restoring economic 
stability and growth. 

 
World Bank: 

• Establishment: The World Bank Group was established in 1944 at the Bretton Woods 
Conference, initially as the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD).  

• Purpose: The World Bank aims to reduce poverty and support development by providing 
financial and technical assistance to developing countries for development projects (e.g., 
infrastructure, health, education). 

• Components: The World Bank Group consists of five institutions: 
o International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD)  
o International Development Association (IDA)  
o International Finance Corporation (IFC)  
o Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency (MIGA) 
o International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID)  

• Lending: The IBRD lends to middle-income and creditworthy low-income countries, while the 
IDA provides concessional loans and grants to the poorest countries. 

• Membership: The World Bank Group has 189 member countries, with each member holding 
shares in the institution. 

• Governance: The World Bank operates under the leadership of the President, who is elected 
by the Board of Executive Directors. The current President, David Malpass, assumed office in 
April 2019. 



• Lending Focus: The World Bank's lending focuses on various sectors, including agriculture, 
education, health, infrastructure, and environmental protection, with the goal of achieving 
sustainable development. 

• IDA Replenishments: The International Development Association (IDA) is replenished every 
three years by donor countries to provide concessional loans and grants to the world's poorest 
countries. 
 

World Trade Organization (WTO): 
• Establishment: The WTO was established in 1995 as the successor to the General Agreement 

on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which was created in 1948 . 

• Purpose: The WTO aims to regulate international trade by providing a framework for 
negotiating trade agreements, settling trade disputes, and ensuring the transparent and fair 
enforcement of trade rules. 

Functions: 
• Administering Trade Agreements: The WTO oversees the implementation of numerous 

multilaterals and plurilateral trade agreements. 

• Dispute Settlement: It provides a mechanism for resolving trade disputes between member 
countries. 

• Trade Negotiations: The WTO facilitates negotiations on trade liberalization and rule-making. 
• Principles: The WTO operates on principles such as non-discrimination (most-favored-nation 

and national treatment), transparency, and reciprocity. 

• Challenges: The WTO faces challenges related to stalled trade negotiations (Doha Round), the 
rise of regional trade agreements, and tensions between major trading powers. 

• Membership: The WTO has 164 member countries, which account for over 98% of global 
trade. 

• Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA): One of the significant achievements of the WTO is the 
Trade Facilitation Agreement, which came into force in 2017 to simplify and modernize 
customs procedures to expedite the movement of goods across borders. 

• Challenges and Criticisms: The WTO faces challenges such as the deadlock in multilateral trade 
negotiations, criticism over its dispute settlement system, and concerns about its ability to 
address issues like environmental protection and labor rights. 

 
North-South Dialogue 
Definition: 

• The North-South Dialogue refers to the interactions and negotiations between developed 
countries (the "North") and developing countries (the "South") aimed at addressing global 
economic disparities and promoting sustainable development in the Global South.  

 
Historical Context: 

• The dialogue gained prominence in the 1970s with the push for a New International Economic 
Order (NIEO) by developing countries, seeking a more equitable global economic system. The 
Brandt Commission's report in 1980 further highlighted the need for cooperation between the 
North and South to address global challenges. 

 
Key Issues: 

• Economic Inequality: The dialogue addresses the structural economic imbalances between 
the North and South, including trade deficits, unequal terms of trade, and the concentration 
of wealth and technology in developed countries. 

• Development Assistance: A major focus is on the flow of aid, investment, and technical 
assistance from the North to support development efforts in the South. The effectiveness and 
conditions attached to this assistance are often debated. 



• Debt Relief: The burden of external debt on developing countries is a critical issue, with calls 
for debt forgiveness, restructuring, and more favorable lending terms. 

• Technology Transfer: Access to advanced technologies is crucial for development, but 
intellectual property rights and costs can hinder technology transfer to the South . 

• Environmental Sustainability: The dialogue increasingly addresses environmental issues, with 
developing countries advocating for support in addressing climate change and pursuing 
sustainable development paths. 

 
Thinkers and Theoretical Perspectives: 

• Willy Brandt: As the chair of the Brandt Commission, Brandt emphasized the mutual 
interdependence of the North and South and called for increased development assistance and 
reform of the global economic system. 

• Mahbub ul Haq: A proponent of human development, ul Haq argued that development should 
focus on improving human well-being, not just economic growth, and highlighted the 
importance of addressing global inequalities. 

• Immanuel Wallerstein: His world-systems theory provides a framework for understanding the 
historical and structural dynamics of the global economy, with the core-periphery relationship 
reflecting the North-South divide. 
 

Challenges and Criticisms: 
• Power Imbalances: The dialogue is often criticized for reflecting power imbalances, with the 

North having more influence over the terms of engagement and outcomes.  

• Effectiveness of Aid: There is debate over the effectiveness of development assistance, with 
concerns about dependency, governance issues, and alignment with local priorities.  

• Trade Barriers: Despite calls for fairer trade, barriers such as subsidies and tariffs in developed 
countries continue to disadvantage developing countries. 
 

Conclusion: 

• The North-South Dialogue is a crucial aspect of international relations, addressing 
fundamental issues of global inequality and development. While progress has been made in 
certain areas, significant challenges remain in achieving a more equitable and sustainable 
global order. The dialogue requires ongoing engagement, mutual understanding, and a 
commitment to addressing the underlying structural imbalances in the global economy.  

 
South-South Dialogue 
Definition: 

• South-South Dialogue refers to the cooperation and exchange of resources, technology, and 
knowledge among developing countries, commonly referred to as the Global South. It aims to 
foster mutual development and reduce dependency on the developed countries of the Global 
North. 

 
Historical Context: 

• The concept of South-South cooperation emerged in the post-colonial era as developing 
countries sought to assert their independence and collaborate on economic, social, and 
political issues. The Bandung Conference of 1955 and the establishment of the Non-Aligned 
Movement were early milestones in this effort. 

 
Key Areas of Cooperation: 

• Economic Collaboration: Developing countries engage in trade agreements, joint ventures, 
and investment initiatives to promote economic growth and diversification. 



• Technical Assistance: Countries share expertise and technology in areas such as agriculture, 
healthcare, and renewable energy to address common development challenges. 

• Cultural Exchange: The dialogue promotes cultural understanding and solidarity among 
countries of the Global South, fostering a sense of shared identity and purpose. 

• Political Cooperation: Developing countries often collaborate in international forums to 
advocate for their collective interests and reform of the global governance system.  

 
Significance: 

• South-South Dialogue is seen as a means of reducing dependency on the Global North and 
creating a more balanced and equitable international order. It emphasizes the principle of 
mutual benefit and respect for sovereignty. 

 
Challenges: 

• Despite its potential, South-South cooperation faces challenges such as varying levels of 
development among countries, limited resources, and political differences. Ensuring effective 
and sustainable collaboration requires addressing these challenges.  

 
Examples of South-South Cooperation: 

• BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa): An alliance of emerging economies that 
collaborates on economic and political issues. 

• Group of 77 (G77): A coalition of developing countries that advocates for their economic 
interests in the United Nations. 

• China's Belt and Road Initiative: A global development strategy involving infrastructure 
development and investments in countries across Asia, Africa, and Latin America.  

 
Conclusion: 

• South-South Dialogue represents an important dimension of international relations, offering 
developing countries a platform for collaboration and collective action. By leveraging their 
shared experiences and resources, countries of the Global South can work towards sustainable 
development and a more equitable global order. 

 
 
Regional Trade Development 
Definition: 

• Regional trade development refers to the promotion and expansion of trade and economic 
integration within a specific geographical region. It involves the creation of regional trade 
agreements (RTAs), economic policies, and collaborative initiatives to enhance trade relations 
and economic cooperation among neighboring countries. 

 
Key Objectives: 

• Market Access: Enhancing access to regional markets by reducing trade barriers such as tariffs, 
quotas, and non-tariff measures. 

• Economic Integration: Fostering deeper economic integration through the harmonization of 
regulations, standards, and policies to facilitate the free flow of goods, services, capital, and 
labor. 

• Competitiveness: Improving the competitiveness of regional economies by promoting 
efficiencies, innovation, and value-added production. 

• Diversification: Encouraging diversification of exports and imports to reduce dependency on 
a limited range of products or trading partners. 

 
Mechanisms for Regional Trade Development: 



• Free Trade Agreements (FTAs): Agreements between countries to eliminate or reduce tariffs 
and other trade barriers on goods and services traded within the region. 

• Customs Unions: A form of trade agreement where member countries agree to a common 
external tariff on imports from non-member countries, in addition to eliminating internal trade 
barriers. 

• Common Markets: An advanced form of economic integration where, in addition to free trade, 
there is free movement of capital and labor among member countries.  

• Economic Unions: Integration that includes a common market, harmonized economic policies, 
and potentially a common currency. 

 
Challenges and Considerations: 

• Economic Disparities: Addressing disparities in economic development and infrastructure 
among member countries to ensure equitable benefits. 

• Political Will: Securing commitment and cooperation from all member states to implement 
and adhere to regional agreements. 

• Trade Diversion: Avoiding the potential negative impact of diverting trade from more efficient 
global producers to regional partners. 

• External Relations: Balancing regional trade development with existing global trade 
commitments and relationships. 
 

Examples of Regional Trade Agreements: 

• European Union (EU): A political and economic union with a single market and customs union, 
among other integrations. 

• North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) / United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement 
(USMCA): A trade agreement between the United States, Mexico, and Canada. 

• Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) Free Trade Area (AFTA): A trade bloc among 
Southeast Asian nations to increase intra-regional trade. 

 
European Union (EU) 
Definition: 

• The European Union (EU) is a political and economic union of 27 member states that are 
located primarily in Europe. It was created with the aim of fostering economic cooperation, 
ensuring peace and stability, and promoting integration among its member states. 

 
Key Features: 

• Single Market: The EU operates a single market that allows for the free movement of goods, 
services, capital, and people among member states, facilitating trade and economic 
integration. 

• Common Currency: The euro is the official currency used by 19 of the EU member states, 
collectively known as the Eurozone. This common currency simplifies financial transactions 
and trade within the union. 

• Political Institutions: The EU has a unique set of institutions that govern and manage its 
operations, including the European Parliament (elected by EU citizens), the European Council 
(comprising heads of state or government), the Council of the European Union (representing 
member state governments), and the European Commission (the executive body).  

• Common Policies: Member states collaborate on various policies and regulations, including 
competition law, agricultural policy, environmental protection, and regional development. 

• Freedom of Movement: Citizens of EU member states have the right to live, work, and travel 
freely within the union. 

 
Major Achievements: 



• Economic Integration: The creation of the single market and the euro has significantly 
facilitated trade and economic integration among member states. 

• Enlargement: The EU has expanded from its original six member states to 27, promoting 
peace, democracy, and prosperity in Europe. 

• Peace and Stability: The EU has played a crucial role in maintaining peace and stability in 
Europe, especially in the aftermath of World War II. 

 
Challenges: 

• Brexit: The United Kingdom's exit from the EU (Brexit) has posed economic and political 
challenges for the union. 

• Economic Disparities: There are significant economic disparities between member states, 
particularly between northern and southern countries. 

• Migration Crisis: The EU has faced challenges in managing migration and asylum policies, 
especially with the influx of refugees and migrants in recent years. 

• Geopolitical Tensions: The EU navigates complex geopolitical relations, including its 
relationship with Russia, its role in global trade, and its position on international conflicts . 

 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) 
Definition: 
The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) is a strategic forum comprising four countries: the United 
States, India, Japan, and Australia. It is aimed at promoting security, stability, and a rules-based order 
in the Indo-Pacific region. 
Key Objectives: 

• Maritime Security: Ensuring freedom of navigation and maritime security in the Indo-Pacific, 
particularly in critical sea lanes. 

• Counterbalancing Influence: The QUAD is often viewed as a counterbalance to China's 
growing influence and assertiveness in the region. 

• Cooperation on Global Issues: The member countries collaborate on a range of issues, 
including counter-terrorism, cybersecurity, humanitarian assistance, and disaster relief.  

 
Key Developments: 

• Revival: The QUAD was initially proposed in 2007 but lost momentum. It was revived in 2017 
amidst growing concerns about China's maritime assertiveness.  

• Military Exercises: The QUAD countries participate in joint military exercises, such as the 
Malabar naval exercises, to enhance interoperability and demonstrate a united front. 

 
Challenges: 

• Divergent Interests: While the QUAD countries share common concerns, they also have 
divergent interests and priorities, which can impact the depth of cooperation.  

• Regional Reactions: The QUAD's activities have elicited mixed reactions from other countries 
in the region, with some viewing it as a potential source of tension.  

• Sustainability: Sustaining the momentum of the QUAD and translating strategic dialogues into 
concrete actions remain challenges. 

 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Definition: 

• The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a regional intergovernmental 
organization comprising ten Southeast Asian countries. Established on 8 August 1967, it aims 
to promote political and economic cooperation and regional stability among its members. 

 
Member States: 



• The ASEAN member states are Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 

 
Key Objectives: 

• Economic Integration: One of ASEAN's primary goals is to accelerate economic growth, social 
progress, and cultural development in the region through initiatives like the ASEAN Economic 
Community (AEC). 

• Peace and Stability: ASEAN seeks to promote regional peace and stability by fostering mutual 
respect and cooperation among member states and through conflict resolution mechanisms.  

• Regional Identity: The organization aims to strengthen the sense of regional identity and 
solidarity among Southeast Asian nations. 

Major Initiatives: 
 

• ASEAN Economic Community (AEC): Launched in 2015, the AEC seeks to create a single market 
and production base, increase economic competitiveness, and achieve equitable economic 
development within the region. 

• ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA): AFTA aims to increase ASEAN's competitive edge as a 
production base in the world market through the elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers 
among member states. 

• ASEAN Political-Security Community (APSC): The APSC focuses on ensuring that countries in 
the region live at peace with one another and with the world in a just, democratic, and 
harmonious environment. 

Challenges: 

• Diverse Membership: ASEAN's effectiveness is sometimes challenged by the diversity of its 
members in terms of political systems, levels of economic development, and cultures. 

• External Pressures: The strategic location of Southeast Asia means that major powers, notably 
China and the United States, exert influence in the region, complicating ASEAN's cohesion and 
neutrality. 

• Internal Conflicts: Territorial disputes, such as those in the South China Sea, pose significant 
challenges to ASEAN's principle of maintaining regional peace and stability. 

 
BRICS 
Definition: 

• BRICS is an acronym representing an association of five major emerging economies: Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, and South Africa. The group was originally known as "BRIC" before the 
inclusion of South Africa in 2010. 

Key Objectives: 

• Economic Cooperation: BRICS aims to promote economic growth, development, and 
cooperation among its member countries, focusing on areas such as trade, investment, and 
finance. 

• Political Collaboration: The group seeks to enhance political dialogue and coordination on 
global and regional issues, advocating for a more equitable and just world order. 

• Sustainable Development: BRICS is committed to promoting sustainable development, 
addressing challenges related to poverty, inequality, and climate change.  

Major Initiatives: 
• New Development Bank (NDB): Established in 2014, the NDB aims to finance infrastructure 

and sustainable development projects in BRICS countries and other emerging economies.  

• Contingent Reserve Arrangement (CRA): The CRA is a framework for providing financial 
support to BRICS countries in times of balance of payments crises or currency pressures. 

• BRICS Business Council: The council facilitates business, trade, and investment ties among 
BRICS nations and explores opportunities for economic collaboration.  



Challenges: 

• Diverse Economies: The BRICS countries have diverse economic structures, political systems, 
and development levels, which can lead to differing priorities and interests.  

• Geopolitical Tensions: Political and territorial disputes between member countries, such as 
those between China and India, can impact the cohesion of the group. 

• Competition with Established Powers: BRICS seeks to assert its influence in a global order 
traditionally dominated by Western powers, which can lead to tensions and competition.  

 
Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 
Definition: 

• The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is an intergovernmental organization aimed at 
promoting economic cooperation, trade, and development among countries bordering the 
Indian Ocean. It was established in 1997 with the objective of fostering regional collaboration 
and sustainable growth. 

 
Member States: 

• IORA comprises 23 member states, including Australia, India, Indonesia, South Africa, and the 
United Arab Emirates, among others. The association also includes dialogue partners  and 
observer organizations. 

 
Key Objectives: 

• Economic Cooperation: To enhance trade, investment, and economic integration among 
member states. 

• Maritime Security: To promote the safety and security of navigation, combat piracy, and 
address other non-traditional security threats in the Indian Ocean region. 

• Sustainable Development: To encourage sustainable and responsible development, including 
the management of fisheries, marine resources, and environmental protection.  

• Cultural and Academic Exchange: To foster cultural exchange and academic collaboration to 
strengthen people-to-people ties and mutual understanding. 

 
Major Initiatives: 

• Indian Ocean Rim Business Forum: A platform for business leaders from member states to 
discuss economic cooperation and investment opportunities. 

• Indian Ocean Dialogue: An annual forum for policymakers, academics, and experts to discuss 
strategic issues and challenges facing the region. 

• Working Groups: IORA has established working groups focusing on areas such as trade 
facilitation, disaster risk management, and renewable energy. 

 
Challenges: 

• Diverse Membership: The varying levels of economic development, political systems, and 
interests among member states can pose challenges to cohesive action and policy 
implementation. 

• Geopolitical Tensions: Regional tensions and rivalries, particularly in the context of the 
growing strategic importance of the Indian Ocean, can impact the association's ability to 
achieve its objectives. 

• Environmental Threats: The region faces environmental challenges such as climate change, 
pollution, and overfishing, which require coordinated regional responses. 

 
Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 
Definition: 



• BIMSTEC is a regional organization comprising seven member states lying in the littoral and 
adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal. Established in 1997, it aims to foster economic and 
technical cooperation among member countries. 

Member States: 

• The BIMSTEC member states are Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and 
Thailand. 

Key Objectives: 

• Economic Integration: To promote economic cooperation and integration in areas such as 
trade, investment, and industry. 

• Technical Collaboration: To enhance technical collaboration in sectors like agriculture, energy, 
tourism, and technology. 

• Cultural Exchange: To foster cultural exchange and people-to-people contact among member 
countries. 

• Security Cooperation: To address regional security challenges, including terrorism, 
transnational crime, and natural disasters. 

Major Initiatives: 

• BIMSTEC Free Trade Area: An initiative aimed at liberalizing trade through the reduction of 
tariffs and non-tariff barriers among member countries. 

• BIMSTEC Transport Connectivity: Efforts to improve transport infrastructure and connectivity 
to facilitate trade and movement between member states. 

• BIMSTEC Disaster Management: Collaboration on disaster management and emergency 
response to address the vulnerability of the region to natural disasters.  

 
Challenges: 

• Diverse Membership: The varying levels of economic development and political systems 
among member states can pose challenges to deepening cooperation. 

• Limited Resources: Limited financial and institutional resources can hinder the 
implementation of BIMSTEC initiatives and projects. 

• Geopolitical Dynamics: Regional geopolitical dynamics, particularly involving India and its 
neighbors, can impact the effectiveness of BIMSTEC as a cohesive regional bloc.  

 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
Definition: 

• The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is a Eurasian political, economic, and security 
alliance, established in 2001. It aims to promote cooperation among its member states in areas 
such as security, trade, and cultural exchange. 

Member States: 
• The SCO comprises eight member states: China, Russia, India, Pakistan, Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. It also includes observer states and dialogue partners.  
 
Key Objectives: 

• Regional Security: To enhance security cooperation among member states, including counter-
terrorism efforts, defense collaboration, and addressing regional conflicts. 

• Economic Integration: To promote economic cooperation, trade, and investment, with a focus 
on energy, transportation, and infrastructure development.  

• Cultural Exchange: To foster cultural and humanitarian ties, promoting mutual understanding 
and respect among diverse cultures within the organization. 

 
Major Initiatives: 

• Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS): A permanent organ of the SCO aimed at coordinating 
efforts to combat terrorism, separatism, and extremism. 



• SCO Energy Club: A platform for cooperation in the energy sector, focusing on the 
development and secure supply of energy resources. 

• SCO Business Council: Facilitates business cooperation and investment opportunities among 
the member states. 

 
Challenges: 

• Geopolitical Rivalries: The diverse interests and geopolitical rivalries among member states, 
particularly between India and Pakistan, and China and India, can impact the organization's 
cohesion and effectiveness. 

• Security Concerns: Addressing complex security challenges, including terrorism and regional 
conflicts, remains a significant challenge for the SCO. 

• Economic Disparities: The varying levels of economic development among member states can 
pose challenges to achieving comprehensive economic integration.  

 
Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) 
Definition: 

• The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) is a regional cooperation initiative established in 2000 
to enhance collaboration between six countries: India, Thailand, Myanmar, Cambodia, Laos, 
and Vietnam. It aims to foster closer ties between the Mekong and Ganga river basins, 
emphasizing connectivity, trade, culture, and tourism. 

Key Objectives: 
• Cultural Exchange: To promote cultural and historical ties between the Mekong and Ganga 

river regions, including preservation of heritage sites and promotion of cultural tourism. 

• Economic Cooperation: To enhance trade and investment among member countries, focusing 
on sectors such as agriculture, transport, and energy. 

• Connectivity: To improve physical and digital connectivity, including road, air, and water 
transport links, to facilitate trade and people-to-people contact. 

• Tourism Development: To jointly promote tourism in the region, leveraging the rich cultural 
and natural heritage of the member countries. 

 
Major Initiatives: 

• MGC Quick Impact Projects (QIPs): Small-scale development projects aimed at providing 
immediate benefits to local communities in areas such as education, healthcare, and rural 
development. 

• MGC Asian Traditional Textiles Museum: Located in Siem Reap, Cambodia, the museum 
showcases traditional textiles from MGC member countries, promoting cultural understanding 
and cooperation. 

• MGC Scholarship Scheme: Provides scholarships for students from MGC countries to pursue 
higher education in India, fostering academic exchange and building human resource capacity. 

 
Challenges: 

• Development Disparities: The varying levels of economic development among member 
countries can pose challenges to balanced regional cooperation.  

• Geopolitical Dynamics: The involvement of external powers and regional geopolitics can 
impact the effectiveness and focus of MGC initiatives. 

• Environmental Concerns: Sustainable management of shared natural resources, particularly 
the Mekong River, is crucial to ensuring the long-term success of the cooperation. 

 
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
Definition: 



• The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is a regional intergovernmental 
organization and geopolitical union of eight member states in South Asia. Established in 1985, 
SAARC aims to promote economic and regional integration, as well as cultural and social 
development among its member countries. 

Member States: 

• The SAARC member states are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. 

Key Objectives: 
• Economic Cooperation: To promote trade, investment, and economic integration among 

member states through initiatives like the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA).  

• Social Development: To enhance social development and welfare through collaboration in 
areas such as health, education, and poverty alleviation. 

• Cultural Exchange: To foster cultural exchange and understanding among the diverse cultures 
and peoples of South Asia. 

• Regional Security: To address common security challenges, including terrorism, drug 
trafficking, and environmental issues. 

Major Initiatives: 

• SAFTA (South Asian Free Trade Area): An agreement aimed at reducing trade barriers and 
promoting economic integration among SAARC countries. 

• SAPTA (South Asian Preferential Trading Arrangement): A precursor to SAFTA, aimed at 
promoting trade through preferential tariffs. 

• SAARC Development Fund (SDF): Established to finance regional projects in areas such as 
poverty alleviation, social development, and infrastructure.  

Challenges: 
• Political Tensions: Historical and ongoing political tensions, particularly between India and 

Pakistan, have impacted the effectiveness of SAARC and its ability to achieve regional 
cooperation. 

• Economic Disparities: The varying levels of economic development among member states 
pose challenges to equitable and balanced regional integration.  

• Limited Regional Integration: Despite initiatives like SAFTA, regional integration in South Asia 
remains limited compared to other regional blocs. 

 
 
1. Which institution was established as a result of the Bretton Woods Agreement to provide financial 
stability? 
A) World Bank 
B) International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
C) United Nations 
D) World Trade Organization (WTO) 
 
2. The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was established to: 
A) Promote disarmament 
B) Regulate global migration 
C) Reduce trade barriers 
D) Manage global health issues 
 
3. What is the primary focus of the World Trade Organization (WTO)? 
A) Promoting peacekeeping missions 
B) Regulating international trade 
C) Providing humanitarian aid 
D) Addressing climate change 



 
4. The North-South Dialogue refers to economic discussions between: 
A) Eastern and Western countries 
B) Developed and developing countries 
C) Northern and Southern hemisphere countries 
D) Landlocked and coastal countries 
 
5. South-South Cooperation aims to: 
A) Increase military alliances among southern countries 
B) Enhance economic collaboration among developing countries 
C) Promote cultural exchanges between the Global North and South 
D) Address environmental issues in the Southern hemisphere 
 
6. The European Union (EU) is an example of a: 
A) Military alliance 
B) Regional trade bloc 
C) Cultural organization 
D) Environmental agency 
 
7. The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD) is a strategic partnership among which countries?  
A) China, Russia, India, and Brazil 
B) United States, Japan, Australia, and India 
C) Germany, France, Italy, and Spain 
D) South Africa, Nigeria, Egypt, and Kenya 
 
8. The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) focuses on: 
A) Nuclear disarmament 
B) Maritime security and economic cooperation 
C) Space exploration 
D) Promoting democracy 
 
9. ASEAN was established to: 
A) Promote economic and political cooperation in Southeast Asia 
B) Create a single currency for Asia 
C) Address human rights issues in Asia 
D) Form a military alliance against China 
 
10. BRICS is an association of: 
A) European countries 
B) Latin American countries 
C) African countries 
D) Emerging national economies 
 
11. BIMSTEC aims to foster cooperation among countries in: 
A) The Baltic Sea region 
B) The Mediterranean region 
C) The Bay of Bengal region 
D) The Caribbean region 
 
12. SAARC was established to: 
A) Promote economic integration in South Asia 



B) Address environmental issues in Asia 
C) Create a military alliance against Pakistan 
D) Promote cultural exchanges in the Asia-Pacific 
 
13. The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) primarily focuses on: 
A) Trade liberalization 
B) Environmental protection 
C) Security and economic cooperation 
D) Promoting democracy 
 
14. Mekong-Ganga Cooperation is aimed at enhancing collaboration between: 
A) China and India 
B) India and Southeast Asian countries 
C) China and African countries 
D) India and African countries 
 
15. Which of the following is not a member of BRICS? 
A) Brazil 
B) Russia 
C) Indonesia 
D) China 
 
16. The main objective of the North-South Dialogue is to: 
A) Establish military alliances between the hemispheres 
B) Address economic disparities between developed and developing countries  
C) Promote cultural exchanges between Western and Eastern nations 
D) Discuss environmental policies between polar regions 
 
17. What was the purpose of the Bretton Woods Conference? 
A) To negotiate peace treaties after World War II 
B) To establish international monetary and financial order post-World War II 
C) To form a global environmental protection agency 
D) To discuss disarmament and arms control 
 
18. Which organization was created to provide emergency financial assistance to countries facing 
balance of payments problems? 
A) World Bank 
B) International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
C) United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD)  
D) World Trade Organization (WTO) 
 
19. The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) was aimed at: 
A) Promoting nuclear non-proliferation 
B) Reducing tariffs and other trade barriers 
C) Addressing global climate change 
D) Regulating international migration 
 
20. What is the primary focus of the World Trade Organization (WTO)? 
A) Humanitarian aid 
B) Climate change mitigation 
C) International security 



D) Global trade regulation 
 
21.Which of the following is an example of a regional trade bloc? 
A) NATO 
B) European Union (EU) 
C) UNICEF 
D) WHO 
 
22. The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) focuses on cooperation in which geographic area?  
A) The Pacific Rim 
B) The Atlantic Ocean 
C) The Indian Ocean 
D) The Arctic Ocean 
 
23. ASEAN is a regional organization that aims to: 
A) Promote peace and security in Europe 
B) Enhance economic and political cooperation in Southeast Asia 
C) Address environmental issues in the Americas 
D) Promote cultural heritage in Africa 
 
24. BRICS is an association of emerging economies that includes all of the following except:  
A) Brazil 
B) Russia 
C) India 
D) Canada 
 
25. BIMSTEC focuses on regional cooperation among countries around which body of water?  
A) Baltic Sea 
B) Mediterranean Sea 
C) Bay of Bengal 
D) Caribbean Sea 
 
26. SAARC was established to promote: 
A) Economic integration in South Asia 
B) Environmental conservation in Asia 
C) Military alliances against external threats 
D) Cultural exchanges in the Asia-Pacific region 
 
27. The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is primarily focused on: 
A) Trade liberalization 
B) Environmental protection 
C) Security and economic cooperation 
D) Cultural exchange 
 
28. The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation aims to enhance collaboration between: 
A) China and India 
B) India and Southeast Asian countries 
C) China and African countries 
D) India and African countries 
 
29. Which of the following is NOT a focus area of the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA)?  



A) Maritime security 
B) Trade facilitation 
C) Nuclear non-proliferation 
D) Disaster risk management 
 
30. The main objective of SAARC is to: 
A) Promote military cooperation among South Asian countries  
B) Foster economic and regional integration in South Asia 
C) Establish a common currency for South Asia 
D) Create a unified South Asian army 
 
31. Which organization aims to promote economic cooperation among countries bordering the Bay 
of Bengal? 
A) BIMSTEC 
B) IORA 
C) ASEAN 
D) SAARC 
 
32. The New International Economic Order (NIEO) was proposed to: 
A) Strengthen the economic power of developed countries 
B) Address the economic disparities between developed and developing countries  
C) Promote free trade agreements globally 
D) Establish a single global currency 
 
33. What is the primary focus of the Group of Twenty (G20)? 
A) International financial stability 
B) Climate change mitigation 
C) Cultural heritage preservation 
D) Sustainable development 
 
34. What is the main goal of regional trade agreements like NAFTA and ASEAN? 
A) To promote peace and security 
B) To enhance regional economic integration and trade  
C) To establish a common language 
D) To create a unified military force 
 
35. The term 'Global South' refers to: 
A) Countries located in the southern hemisphere 
B) Developing countries in Asia, Africa, and Latin America 
C) Wealthy nations in the global economic system 
D) Countries in the Arctic region 
 
36. The 'Washington Consensus' is associated with: 
A) Military strategies during the Cold War 
B) Economic policy reforms promoting free-market principles 
C) Environmental agreements between the US and Canada 
D) Diplomatic relations between the US and Latin America 
 
37. The 'Doha Development Round' of WTO negotiations aimed to: 
A) Strengthen military alliances 
B) Address global environmental issues 



C) Improve trade opportunities for developing countries 
D) Promote cultural heritage preservation 
 
38. Globalization refers to: 
A) The expansion of local cultures 
B) The increasing economic interdependence among countries 
C) The rise of nationalistic movements 
D) The decrease in international trade 
 
39. The 'Fourth Industrial Revolution' is characterized by: 
A) The rise of steam power and mechanization 
B) The expansion of steel production and railroads 
C) The growth of information technology and digitalization 
D) The development of agriculture and textiles 
 
40. Who is considered the intellectual father of the Bretton Woods system? 
A) John Maynard Keynes 
B) Milton Friedman 
C) Adam Smith 
D) David Ricardo 
 
41. Which thinker advocated for the concept of 'embedded liberalism' in the post-World War II 
economic order? 
A) Robert Keohane 
B) Joseph Stiglitz 
C) John Ruggie 
D) Dani Rodrik 
 
42. Who proposed the 'dependency theory' that influenced the North-South Dialogue? 
A) Raúl Prebisch 
B) Amartya Sen 
C) Paul Samuelson 
D) Thomas Piketty 
 
43. Which thinker's ideas influenced the creation of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD)?  
A) Samuel P. Huntington 
B) Henry Kissinger 
C) Zbigniew Brzezinski 
D) John Mearsheimer 
 
44. Who is associated with the concept of 'The Third Wave' in the context of the Indian Ocean Rim 
Association (IORA)? 
A) Francis Fukuyama 
B) Samuel P. Huntington 
C) Amartya Sen 
D) Joseph Nye 
 
45. Who developed the concept of 'BRIC' (later BRICS) to describe emerging economic powers? 
A) Jim O'Neill 
B) Nouriel Roubini 
C) Joseph Stiglitz 



D) Raghuram Rajan 
 
46. Who advocated for the 'flying geese' model of economic development, which can be applied to 
SAARC countries? 
A) Kaname Akamatsu 
B) Jagdish Bhagwati 
C) Ha-Joon Chang 
D) Robert Wade 
 
47. Who is known for their work on the 'Asian Miracle' and its relevance to the Mekong-Ganga 
Cooperation? 
A) Joseph Stiglitz 
B) Paul Krugman 
C) Robert Wade 
D) Ha-Joon Chang 
 
48. Who is associated with the concept of 'delinking' in the context of South-South Cooperation? 
A) Samir Amin 
B) Ha-Joon Chang 
C) Hernando de Soto 
D) Raghuram Rajan 
 
49. Which scholar's work on 'inclusive growth' is relevant to the objectives of BIMSTEC and SAARC?  
A) Joseph Stiglitz 
B) Amartya Sen 
C) Dani Rodrik 
D) Jeffrey Sachs 
 
50. Who is known for their analysis of the 'rise of the rest,' which applies to the growing influence 
of the Global South? 
A) Fareed Zakaria 
B) Thomas Friedman 
C) Niall Ferguson 
D) Kishore Mahbubani 
 
 
  



UNIT 7: Globalization: concept, feature, effects and its impact on sovereignty of states. Alternative 
perspective on globalization, Ascendency of China, Multipolar World 
Globalization: 
Definition: Globalization refers to the increasing interconnectivity and interdependence of the world's 
economies, cultures, and populations, brought about by cross-border trade in goods and services, 
technology, and flows of investment, people, and information.  
Features: 

• Economic Integration: The removal of trade barriers and the integration of financial markets 
have facilitated the flow of goods, services, and capital across borders, leading to the creation 
of a global market. 

• Cultural Exchange: Advances in communication technology have enabled the rapid exchange 
of cultural products and ideas, leading to greater cultural interaction and the emergence of a 
global culture. 

• Political Cooperation: The proliferation of international organizations, such as the United 
Nations and the World Trade Organization, reflects the increasing cooperation among states 
to address global issues. 

• Technological Advancements: The digital revolution, characterized by the Internet, mobile 
technology, and artificial intelligence, has played a crucial role in accelerating globalization . 

Effects: 

• Economic Growth: Globalization has been a driver of economic growth, particularly in 
emerging markets, by providing access to larger markets and enabling the efficient allocation 
of resources. 

• Income Inequality: While some countries and individuals have benefited from globalization, it 
has also contributed to widening income disparities both within and between nations . 

• Cultural Homogenization: The spread of Western culture and consumerism has raised 
concerns about the loss of cultural diversity and the erosion of local traditions and identities. 

• Environmental Impact: The expansion of global trade and production has led to increased 
consumption of natural resources and contributed to environmental degradation and climate 
change. 

Impact on Sovereignty: 

• Erosion of State Control: The global flow of capital, information, and people has challenged 
the traditional notion of state sovereignty, as states find it increasingly difficult to control cross-
border activities. 

• Supranational Governance: The growth of international organizations and the development 
of international law have led to the transfer of some decision-making powers from national 
governments to supranational entities. 

• Interdependence: States have become more interdependent, with their economic stability, 
security, and ability to address global challenges increasingly reliant on cooperation with other 
states. 

• Interdependence and Autonomy: Political scientists analyze the tension between increased 
interdependence and the desire of states to maintain autonomy in decision-making. 

• Nationalism vs. Globalism: The rise of nationalist and populist movements as a reaction to 
globalization is a significant area of study, examining the implications for domestic politics and 
international relations. 

• Policy Convergence: The extent to which globalization leads to the convergence of policies 
and institutions across states, and the factors that influence this process.  

Dimensions: 

• Economic Globalization: Involves the integration of national economies through trade 
liberalization, foreign direct investment, and the global movement of capital. 

• Cultural Globalization: Encompasses the global exchange of cultural symbols, languages, and 
lifestyles, leading to both cultural diversity and homogenization.  



• Political Globalization: Refers to the development of global governance structures and the 
increasing relevance of international institutions in shaping domestic policies. 

• Technological Globalization: Involves the worldwide diffusion of technology and the global 
sharing of knowledge and innovation. 

Prominent Scholar Views: 

• Thomas Friedman: Advocates for globalization, arguing in his book "The World Is Flat" that 
globalization has leveled the playing field, allowing more people from different parts of the 
world to compete economically. 

• Joseph Stiglitz: Criticizes the negative aspects of globalization, particularly its role in 
exacerbating inequality and environmental degradation, in his book  "Globalization and Its 
Discontents." 

• Samuel Huntington: In "The Clash of Civilizations," he warned that globalization could lead 
to cultural conflicts and a clash between Western values and other civilizations. 

 
Alternative Perspectives on Globalization 
Introduction: Globalization is a multifaceted phenomenon that has been interpreted and analyzed 
from various perspectives. These alternative perspectives offer different insights into the nature, 
impacts, and implications of globalization. 
1. Economic Perspective: 

• Neoliberalism: Emphasizes free-market capitalism, deregulation, and the reduction of state 
influence in the economy. Prominent scholars include Friedrich Hayek and Milton Friedman . 

• Marxist Critique: Views globalization as an extension of capitalist exploitation, leading to 
increased inequality and the marginalization of the working class. Key figures include 
Immanuel Wallerstein and David Harvey. 

2. Political Perspective: 
• Realist View: Focuses on the role of states and their interests in a globalized world, often 

emphasizing power dynamics and security concerns. Scholars like John Mearsheimer and 
Stephen Walt are associated with this perspective. 

• Cosmopolitanism: Advocates for global governance and the strengthening of international 
institutions to address global challenges. Prominent proponents include Jürgen Habermas and 
Martha Nussbaum. 

3. Cultural Perspective: 
• Cultural Homogenization: Concerned with the spread of Western culture and the erosion of 

local cultures and identities. George Ritzer's concept of "McDonaldization" exemplifies this 
view. 

• Cultural Hybridization: Emphasizes the blending and mixing of cultures, leading to the 
creation of new, hybrid cultural forms. Scholars like Jan Nederveen Pieterse and Ulf Hannerz 
support this perspective. 

4. Environmental Perspective: 
• Eco-Globalization: Focuses on the global environmental challenges and the need for 

international cooperation to address issues like climate change and biodiversity loss. 
Prominent voices include James Gustave Speth and Paul Hawken. 

• Green Critique: Highlights the negative environmental impacts of globalization, such as 
resource depletion and pollution, and calls for sustainable development practices. Notable 
scholars include Vandana Shiva and Naomi Klein. 

5. Social Perspective: 
• Global Civil Society: Emphasizes the role of non-state actors, such as NGOs and social 

movements, in shaping globalization and advocating for social justice. Mary Kaldor and John 
Keane are key proponents of this view. 



• Global Inequality: Focuses on the widening gap between the rich and the poor, both within 
and between countries, as a consequence of globalization. Thomas Piketty and Branko 
Milanovic are prominent scholars in this area. 

 
Ascendency of China 
Introduction: 

• The ascendency of China refers to the rapid economic growth, military modernization, and 
increasing global influence of China over the past few decades. This rise has significant 
implications for global politics, economics, and security. 

Economic Growth: 
• China's economy has experienced remarkable growth since the implementation of economic 

reforms in the late 1970s, transforming it into the world's second-largest economy. 
• China has become a major global trading partner, leading in manufacturing and exports, and 

playing a crucial role in global supply chains. 
Military Modernization: 

• China has significantly modernized its military capabilities, investing in advanced technology, 
expanding its naval and air power, and increasing its nuclear arsenal.  

• The modernization of the People's Liberation Army (PLA) aims to enhance China's regional 
security and project power globally. 

Global Influence: 
• China's ascendency has led to increased diplomatic and economic engagement worldwide, 

including initiatives like the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which aims to enhance connectivity 
and cooperation across Asia, Africa, and Europe. 

• China has become more assertive in its foreign policy, particularly in the South China Sea, and 
seeks to play a leading role in international organizations and forums.  

Challenges and Implications: 
• China's rise has led to shifts in the global balance of power, challenging the dominance of the 

United States and leading to strategic competition. 
• Economic dependence on China presents both opportunities and vulnerabilities for other 

countries, particularly in terms of trade and investment. 
• Human rights concerns, including issues in Xinjiang and Hong Kong, have led to tensions 

between China and Western countries. 
Scholarly Perspectives: 

• Realist View: Scholars like John Mearsheimer emphasize the power competition between 
China and the US, predicting potential conflicts as China challenges the existing international 
order. 

• Liberal Perspective: Some argue that economic interdependence and engagement in 
international institutions could moderate China's rise and promote cooperation. 

• Constructivist Approach: Focuses on the role of ideas, identity, and norms in shaping China's 
foreign policy and its interactions with the global community.  

 
Multipolar World 
Definition: 

• A multipolar world refers to a global order characterized by multiple centers of power or 
influence, with no single state or group of states dominating the international system. This 
contrasts with bipolar or unipolar arrangements, where two or one state(s) respectively hold 
predominant power. 

Characteristics of a Multipolar World: 
1. Diverse Power Centers: Multiple states or regions possess significant economic, military, and 

political influence, shaping global affairs. 



2. Balanced Power Distribution: Power is more evenly distributed among various poles, reducing 
the dominance of any single actor. 

3. Complex Diplomacy: International relations become more complex, with a greater number of 
influential actors involved in decision-making processes. 

Factors Contributing to a Multipolar World: 
1. Rise of Emerging Powers: The economic and political ascent of countries like China, India, 

Brazil, and Russia challenges the traditional power dynamics. 
2. Decline of Unipolarity: The relative decline of U.S. hegemony, in terms of both hard and soft 

power, contributes to a more multipolar structure. 
3. Regional Integration: The strengthening of regional organizations and alliances, such as the 

European Union, ASEAN, and African Union, adds to the multiplicity of influential actors . 
4. Technological Advancements: Innovations in technology and communication have enabled 

smaller states and non-state actors to exert greater influence on the global stage. 
Implications of a Multipolar World: 

1. Increased Complexity: With more actors wielding significant power, international diplomacy 
and negotiations become more complex and multifaceted. 

2. Potential for Cooperation: A multipolar world can offer opportunities for cooperation among 
various powers to address global challenges such as climate change, terrorism, and 
pandemics. 

3. Risk of Conflicts: There is also a risk of increased tensions and conflicts as multiple powers 
compete for influence and resources. 

Scholarly Perspectives: 
Realist View: 
• Stability Concerns: Realists, such as John Mearsheimer, argue that a multipolar world is 

inherently less stable than a bipolar or unipolar one. They contend that with multiple great 
powers, the international system becomes more unpredictable, and the likelihood of 
miscalculation and conflict increases. 

• Balance of Power: Realists emphasize the importance of the balance of power in maintaining 
stability. In a multipolar world, balancing becomes more complex, as states have to navigate 
relationships with multiple potential adversaries and allies. 

• Historical Examples: Scholars like Henry Kissinger often reference historical cases, such as 
Europe in the 19th and early 20th centuries, to illustrate the challenges of maintaining stability 
in a multipolar system. 

 
Liberal Perspective: 
• Economic Interdependence: Liberals, including scholars like Robert Keohane, argue that 

economic interdependence among states can reduce the likelihood of conflict. In a multipolar 
world, the interconnectedness of global trade and investment can create incentives for 
peaceful cooperation. 

• International Institutions: Liberals believe that strong international institutions can play a 
crucial role in mitigating the risks of a multipolar world. Institutions like the United Nations, 
World Trade Organization, and regional organizations can provide forums for negotiation, 
dispute resolution, and collective action. 

• Democratic Peace: Prominent liberal scholars like Francis Fukuyama suggest that the spread 
of democracy can contribute to peace in a multipolar world. The democratic peace theory 
posits that democracies are less likely to go to war with each other, promoting stability. 

 
Constructivist Approach: 
• Social Construction of Power: Constructivists, such as Alexander Wendt, argue that power and 

interests in international relations are socially constructed. In a multipolar world, the 
interactions between states are shaped by their shared norms, identities, and perceptions . 



• Identity and Culture: Constructivist scholars like Peter Katzenstein emphasize the role of 
identity and culture in shaping state behavior. States may form alliances or rivalries based on 
cultural affinity or ideological alignment, influencing the dynamics of a multipolar system.  

• Norm Evolution: Constructivists also focus on how norms and ideas evolve in the international 
system. For example, Martha Finnemore and Kathryn Sikkink have explored how norms related 
to human rights and sovereignty change over time, affecting state interactions in a multipolar 
world. 
 

 
 
1. Who is known for coining the term 'globalization' and analyzing its economic aspects?  
A) Joseph Stiglitz 
B) Thomas Friedman 
C) Theodore Levitt 
D) Dani Rodrik 
 
 
2. Which thinker argued that globalization leads to a 'flat world' where geographical and cultural 
barriers to trade are diminishing? 
A) Paul Krugman 
B) Thomas Friedman 
C) Amartya Sen 
D) Niall Ferguson 
 
3. Who argued that globalization has led to the erosion of state sovereignty and the rise of 
supranational institutions? 
A) Susan Strange 
B) Dani Rodrik 
C) Robert Keohane 
D) Joseph Stiglitz 
 
4. Which thinker is known for criticizing the negative effects of globalization on developing countries 
and advocating for reform? 
A) Milton Friedman 
B) Paul Krugman 
C) Joseph Stiglitz 
D) Jagdish Bhagwati 
 
5. Who argued that globalization leads to a 'multipolar world' with several major powers rather than 
a unipolar or bipolar world? 
A) John Mearsheimer 
B) Fareed Zakaria 
C) Richard Haass 
D) Henry Kissinger 
 
6. Who is associated with the concept of 'The Great Convergence,' describing the economic rise of 
developing countries and its effects on global inequality? 
A) Richard Baldwin 
B) Dani Rodrik 
C) Branko Milanovic 
D) Jeffrey Sachs 



 
7. Which thinker's ideas on 'The Lexus and the Olive Tree' discuss the tensions between globalization 
and local traditions? 
A) Thomas Friedman 
B) Samuel P. Huntington 
C) Amartya Sen 
D) Francis Fukuyama 
 
8. Who argued that the spread of democracy and capitalism through globalization does not 
necessarily lead to peace, challenging the liberal peace theory? 
A) John Mearsheimer 
B) Francis Fukuyama 
C) Samuel P. Huntington 
D) Joseph Nye 
 
9. Which thinker's work on 'The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers' can be applied to analyzing the 
shifting balance of power in a multipolar world? 
A) Paul Kennedy 
B) Fareed Zakaria 
C) Henry Kissinger 
D) Niall Ferguson 
 
10. Which thinker's concept of 'hyperglobalization' describes an intensification of global 
interconnectedness and interdependence? 
A) Dani Rodrik 
B) Joseph Stiglitz 
C) Thomas Friedman 
D) Manuel Castells 
 
11. Who argued that globalization leads to the 'end of geography,' with capital flows and information 
becoming increasingly borderless? 
A) Richard O'Brien 
B) Kenichi Ohmae 
C) Paul Krugman 
D) Robert Reich 
 
12. Which thinker's ideas on 'cosmopolitan democracy' address the challenges of global governance 
in a globalized world? 
A) David Held 
B) Jürgen Habermas 
C) Ulrich Beck 
D) Martha Nussbaum 
 
13. Who is known for their critique of the 'Washington Consensus' and its impact on developing 
countries in the context of globalization? 
A) Joseph Stiglitz 
B) John Williamson 
C) Jagdish Bhagwati 
D) Paul Krugman 
 
14. What is globalization? 



A) The expansion of local markets 
B) The integration of national economies 
C) The isolation of countries from international trade 
D) The decline of cultural exchange 
 
15. Which of the following is a feature of globalization? 
A) Decreased international trade 
B) Increased cultural homogeneity 
C) Reduced communication between nations 
D) Lowered barriers to trade and investment 
 
16. One effect of globalization is: 
A) Decreased migration 
B) Weakened multinational corporations 
C) Enhanced global connectivity 
D) Reduced flow of information 
 
17. Globalization can impact the sovereignty of states by: 
A) Eliminating national borders 
B) Strengthening local governments 
C) Limiting the ability of states to control their own economies 
D) Reducing the influence of international organizations 
 
18. An alternative perspective on globalization is: 
A) Neoliberalism 
B) Mercantilism 
C) Dependency theory 
D) Realism 
 
19. The ascendency of China in the global economy is characterized by: 
A) Decreasing exports 
B) Shrinking manufacturing sector 
C) Growing influence in international trade  
D) Reduced investment in infrastructure 
 
20. A multipolar world is one in which: 
A) There is a single dominant superpower 
B) Power is distributed among several states 
C) International relations are anarchic 
D) Globalization is reversed 
 
21. Which of the following is a driving force of globalization? 
A) Protectionist policies 
B) Technological advancements 
C) Decreased international cooperation 
D) Nationalistic movements 
 
22. A criticism of globalization is that it: 
A) Reduces cultural diversity 
B) Decreases income inequality 
C) Limits access to technology 



D) Strengthens labor rights 
 
23. Globalization has led to: 
A) A decrease in international travel 
B) Greater interdependence among nations 
C) The decline of multinational corporations 
D) A decrease in the flow of capital 
 
24. The impact of globalization on developing countries is often: 
A) Decreased economic growth 
B) Increased self-sufficiency 
C) Greater exposure to economic fluctuations 
D) Reduced reliance on exports 
 
25. An example of cultural globalization is: 
A) The spread of local cuisines 
B) The global popularity of Hollywood movies 
C) The decline of the English language 
D) The decrease in international tourism 
 
26. Globalization affects the environment by: 
A) Reducing carbon emissions 
B) Decreasing resource consumption 
C) Increasing global trade in renewable energy 
D) Contributing to climate change 
 
27. The concept of a 'borderless world' is associated with: 
A) Nationalism 
B) Globalization 
C) Isolationism 
D) Regionalism 
 
28. Economic globalization is characterized by: 
A) The decline of international financial institutions 
B) The rise of local markets 
C) Increased global trade and investment 
D) Reduced foreign direct investment 
 
29. The digital divide in the context of globalization refers to: 
A) The gap between countries with access to digital technologies and those without 
B) The difference in digital skills within a country 
C) The decline of traditional media 
D) The increase in digital currencies 
 
30. In a multipolar world, international relations are characterized by: 
A) A single dominant power 
B) Multiple centers of power 
C) Unipolar dominance 
D) Regional isolation 
 
31. The rise of global civil society is a feature of: 



A) Nationalism 
B) Globalization 
C) Mercantilism 
D) Isolationism 
 
32. Which of the following is a challenge to state sovereignty in the age of globalization?  
A) Increased control over borders 
B) The rise of nationalist movements 
C) The influence of international organizations 
D) Stronger domestic policies 
 
33. Dependency theory argues that globalization: 
A) Benefits all countries equally 
B) Leads to the development of all regions 
C) Creates unequal economic relationships between countries 
D) Reduces poverty worldwide 
 
34. The ascendency of China in global politics is often seen as a challenge to: 
A) European Union integration 
B) US dominance 
C) African development 
D) South American trade 
 
35. An alternative perspective on globalization, such as postcolonialism, emphasizes: 
A) The benefits of free trade 
B) The importance of cultural exchange 
C) The historical exploitation of developing countries 
D) The role of technology in economic growth 
 
36. In the context of globalization, the 'race to the bottom' refers to: 
A) The competition among nations to lower environmental standards 
B) The decline in global economic growth 
C) The decrease in international trade 
D) The reduction in cultural diversity 
 
 
37. A multipolar world is likely to result in: 
A) Decreased global conflicts 
B) More balanced international relations 
C) A single dominant global culture 
D) Reduced economic interdependence 
 
38. Globalization has been facilitated by: 
A) The rejection of free trade agreements 
B) Advances in transportation and communication technologies 
C) The rise of protectionist policies 
D) The decrease in multinational corporations 
 
39. The rise of China as a global power challenges the notion of: 
A) A unipolar world dominated by the United States 
B) The irrelevance of economic power in international relations 



C) The stability of the European Union 
D) The importance of regional organizations 
 
40. An alternative perspective on globalization, such as the World-Systems Theory, focuses on: 
A) The mutual benefits of global trade 
B) The division of the world into core, semi-peripheral, and peripheral countries 
C) The importance of technological innovation 
D) The role of individual states in shaping global politics 
 
41. The impact of globalization on state sovereignty is reflected in: 
A) The increased control of states over their economies 
B) The diminished influence of international institutions 
C) The growing role of non-state actors in global governance 
D) The strengthening of national borders 
 
42.  An alternative perspective on globalization, such as the Global South perspective, emphasizes: 
A) The benefits of globalization for all countries 
B) The need for stronger global institutions 
C) The challenges faced by developing countries in a globalized world 
D) The importance of maintaining cultural purity 
 
43. Globalization has contributed to the rise of non-state actors in international relations. Which of 
the following is an example of a non-state actor? 
A) A national government 
B) A multinational corporation 
C) The United Nations 
D) A military alliance 
 
44. Who argued that the spread of democracy and capitalism through globalization does not 
necessarily lead to peace, challenging the liberal peace theory? 
A) John Mearsheimer 
B) Francis Fukuyama 
C) Samuel P. Huntington 
D) Joseph Nye 
 
45. Which thinker is known for their critique of neoliberal globalization and its impact on labor and 
environmental standards? 
A) Jagdish Bhagwati 
B) Ha-Joon Chang 
C) Noam Chomsky 
D) Naomi Klein 
 
46. How does the skeptic perspective challenge mainstream views on globalization?  
A) By arguing that globalization is a temporary phenomenon that will soon reverse.  
B) By questioning the extent and impact of globalization on different societies. 
C) By proposing an alternative model of globalization based on regional integration.  
D) By advocating for a return to isolationist policies to protect national sovereignty.  
 
47. How does the rise of China challenge traditional notions of globalization, according to scholars 
like David Harvey? 
A) It demonstrates that globalization is inherently unstable and prone to economic crises. 



B) It highlights the role of state intervention in shaping globalization outcomes.  
C) It shows that globalization can lead to the spread of authoritarian political systems.  
D) It suggests that globalization may lead to the decline of Western dominance in global affairs. 
 
48. Which thinker's work on 'The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers' can be applied to analyzing the 
shifting balance of power in a multipolar world? 
A) Paul Kennedy 
B) Fareed Zakaria 
C) Henry Kissinger 
D) Niall Ferguson 
 
49. Who is known for their analysis of the role of non-state actors, such as multinational 
corporations, in shaping global governance? 
A) Thomas Friedman 
B) Dani Rodrik 
C) Susan Strange 
D) Joseph Stiglitz 
50. According to Andre Gunder Frank, globalization tends to: 
A) Promote equality between developed and developing countries.  
B) Increase dependency of peripheral countries on core countries. 
C) Reduce the influence of multinational corporations. 
D) Strengthen the sovereignty of developing nations. 
 
  



UNIT 8: Great Debates in International Relations: End of ldeology, Clash of Civilization, Cross border 
Terrorism & Non-State Actors, Human Rights, Polities of Environment, Traditional & Non-Traditional 
Security Threats 
End of Ideology 
Definition: 

• The "end of ideology" debate is a concept that emerged in the mid-20th century, positing that 
traditional ideological conflicts, particularly between capitalism and socialism, were becoming 
less significant in the context of modernization and technological advancement. It suggested 
a move towards pragmatic governance, focusing on problem-solving rather than ideological 
dogmatism. 

Key Proponents: 
• Daniel Bell: In his work "The End of Ideology" (1960), Bell argued that the age of grand 

ideological debates was over, and that Western societies were moving towards a post-
ideological era characterized by a focus on technical and administrative solutions to societal 
problems. 

• Seymour Martin Lipset: Lipset, in his various works, emphasized the role of economic 
development in stabilizing democracies and reducing ideological fervor. He believed that as 
societies become more affluent, they would shift their focus from ideological struggles to 
issues of governance and policy. 

• Raymond Aron: A French sociologist and political theorist, Aron suggested that the era of 
ideological extremes was giving way to a period of pragmatic moderation, where consensus 
and compromise would prevail over ideological rigidity. 

Criticism: 

• Continued Relevance of Ideology: Critics of the "end of ideology" thesis, particularly from 
Marxist and neo-Marxist perspectives, argued that ideology remains a vital force in shaping 
political and economic systems. They contended that the underlying power dynamics and class 
conflicts inherent in capitalism continue to generate ideological debates and struggles . 

• Global Perspectives: Critics also pointed out that the "end of ideology" notion was largely 
centered on Western experiences and failed to account for the persistence of ideological 
conflicts in other parts of the world, particularly in developing countries and regions 
undergoing decolonization. 

• Resurgence of Ideologies: The late 20th and early 21st centuries witnessed a resurgence of 
ideological movements, including neoliberalism, religious fundamentalism, and various forms 
of nationalism, challenging the notion that ideology had become irrelevant. 

Conclusion: 

• While the "end of ideology" debate highlighted important trends towards pragmatism and 
technocratic governance in the mid-20th century, the subsequent decades have demonstrated 
that ideology remains a potent force in shaping political dynamics and societal values. The 
debate itself reflects the evolving nature of ideological discourse in response to changing 
economic, social, and technological landscapes. 

 
Clash of Civilizations 
Definition: 

• The "clash of civilizations" is a theory proposed by political scientist Samuel P. Huntington in 
his 1993 article and later expanded in his 1996 book, "The Clash of Civilizations and the 
Remaking of World Order." Huntington posited that future global conflicts would be primarily 
cultural rather than ideological or economic, centered around the fault lines between distinct 
civilizations. 

 
Key Arguments: 



• Civilizational Divisions: Huntington identified several major civilizations, including Western, 
Islamic, Confucian (Sinic), Hindu, Japanese, Latin American, and possibly African. He argued 
that these civilizations have deep-rooted cultural values and historical legacies that shape their 
worldviews and interactions. 

• Fault Lines: According to Huntington, conflicts are most likely to occur along the "fault lines" 
where different civilizations meet and interact. These clashes could arise from differences in 
religion, values, norms, and historical experiences. 

• Post-Cold War Era: Huntington suggested that with the end of the Cold War, ideological 
conflicts would give way to civilizational conflicts, with cultural identity becoming a primary 
source of contention in international relations. 

 
Criticism: 

• Oversimplification: Critics argue that Huntington's theory oversimplifies the complex nature 
of cultural identities and global interactions. It reduces diverse societies to monolithic blocks, 
ignoring internal variations and the dynamic nature of cultures. 

• Binary View: The theory has been criticized for promoting a binary view of the world, dividing 
it into "us vs. them" and potentially exacerbating divisions and tensions between different 
groups. 

• Self-Fulfilling Prophecy: Some scholars contend that the "clash of civilizations" narrative can 
become a self-fulfilling prophecy, where the expectation of conflict leads to policies and 
actions that heighten tensions and provoke the very clashes it predicts.  

• Alternative Explanations: Critics also point to alternative explanations for conflicts, such as 
economic disparities, political power struggles, and resource competition, which may play a 
more significant role than cultural differences. 

Conclusion: 

• While the "clash of civilizations" thesis has sparked considerable debate and discussion, its 
critics argue that it oversimplifies the complexities of global interactions and may contribute 
to reinforcing stereotypes and divisions. Understanding global conflicts requires a multifaceted 
approach that considers cultural, economic, political, and historical factors.  

 
Cross-border Terrorism & Non-State Actors 
Definition: 

• Cross-border terrorism refers to terrorist activities that transcend national boundaries, often 
carried out by non-state actors who operate independently of state control. These actors can 
include terrorist groups, militias, and other organized entities that engage in violence to 
achieve political, ideological, or religious objectives. 

 
Key Concerns: 
 

• Global Security Threat: Transnational terrorist groups like Al-Qaeda and ISIS pose a significant 
threat to global security, as they can plan and execute attacks in multiple countries.  

• State Sovereignty: Cross-border terrorism challenges traditional notions of state sovereignty, 
as terrorists operate across national borders, often exploiting weak governance and law 
enforcement in certain regions. 

• Radicalization and Recruitment: The internet and social media have facilitated the 
radicalization and recruitment of individuals from around the world, enabling terrorist groups 
to expand their reach and influence. 

• Financing Terrorism: Terrorist groups often engage in illicit activities such as drug trafficking, 
extortion, and smuggling to finance their operations, making it challenging to disrupt their 
funding sources. 

 



Responses: 

• International Cooperation: Platforms like the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Committee 
and regional security alliances are crucial in fostering international cooperation to combat 
cross-border terrorism. 

• Intelligence Sharing: Sharing intelligence among countries is vital for identifying and thwarting 
terrorist plots before they can be executed. 

• Counter-Terrorism Financing: Efforts to combat the financing of terrorism, including sanctions, 
asset freezes, and monitoring financial transactions, are essential in disrupting terrorist 
networks. 

• Border Security: Enhancing border security measures, including biometric screening, 
surveillance, and border patrols, helps prevent the movement of terrorists across borders. 

• Countering Radicalization: Programs aimed at countering radicalization and violent extremism 
are important for preventing the recruitment of individuals into terrorist organizations.  

 
Conclusion: 

• Cross-border terrorism and the activities of non-state actors present complex challenges to 
international security and require a multifaceted and coordinated response. Efforts to combat 
terrorism must address both the immediate threats and the underlying conditions that 
contribute to the spread of violent extremism. 

 
Human Rights 
Definition: 

• Human rights are a set of universal rights and freedoms that are inherent to all individuals, 
regardless of nationality, sex, ethnicity, religion, or any other status. These rights are based on 
the principles of equality, dignity, and respect for all human beings.  

 
Key Developments: 

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (1948): The UDHR, adopted by the United 
Nations General Assembly, established a global standard for human rights, outlining 
fundamental civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights. 

• International Human Rights Treaties: Following the UDHR, several international treaties and 
conventions have been adopted to further elaborate and legally bind states to human rights 
standards, including: 

o International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR)  
o International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR)  
o Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) 
o Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

• Human Rights Institutions: National and international institutions, such as the United Nations 
Human Rights Council and various human rights NGOs, play a crucial role in monitoring, 
promoting, and protecting human rights. 

Challenges: 

• State Sovereignty: The principle of state sovereignty can be a barrier to the enforcement of 
human rights, as states may resist external interference in their internal affairs.  

• Cultural Relativism: The argument that human rights are not universal and should be 
interpreted according to cultural contexts can lead to variations in the acceptance and 
implementation of human rights norms. 

• Political Resistance: Governments with authoritarian tendencies or vested interests may resist 
the implementation of human rights standards that threaten their power or agenda. 

• Conflict and Crisis: Situations of conflict, war, and humanitarian crises often lead to severe 
human rights violations, making enforcement challenging. 



• Economic and Social Disparities: Poverty, inequality, and lack of access to education and 
healthcare are significant barriers to the realization of economic and social rights.  

 
Conclusion: 

• Human rights are fundamental to ensuring the dignity and equality of all individuals. While 
significant progress has been made in establishing global human rights standards, the 
enforcement and realization of these rights remain challenging due to various political, 
cultural, and economic factors. Continuous efforts are needed to address these challenges and 
promote the universal respect and protection of human rights. 

 
Politics of the Environment 
Definition: 

• The politics of the environment refers to the complex interplay between political, economic, 
and social factors in addressing environmental issues. It involves the formulation and 
implementation of policies related to climate change, biodiversity loss, pollution control, and 
sustainable resource management. 

 
Key Debates: 

• Economic Development vs. Environmental Protection: A central debate is how to balance the 
need for economic growth with the imperative to protect the environment. This includes 
discussions on sustainable development and the transition to green economies.  

• Responsibilities of Developed vs. Developing Countries: There is ongoing debate over the 
historical responsibilities of developed countries for environmental degradation and the 
extent to which developing countries should be held to the same environmental standards.  

• International Agreements and Cooperation: The effectiveness of international agreements 
like the Paris Agreement on climate change is a key topic, with debates on their enforceability, 
fairness, and adequacy in addressing global environmental challenges.  

• Role of Technology: The potential of technological innovations in addressing environmental 
issues, such as renewable energy and carbon capture, is debated alongside concerns about 
technological risks and inequalities. 

 
Challenges: 

• Global Cooperation: Effective action on environmental issues requires global cooperation, but 
differing national interests, political ideologies, and levels of development often hinder unified 
responses. 

• Economic System: The global economic system, driven by consumption and growth, is 
frequently cited as a fundamental challenge to sustainable environmental management. 

• Political Will: Lack of political will and short-term political agendas can impede the 
implementation of long-term environmental policies. 

• Social and Economic Inequalities: Addressing environmental issues is intertwined with 
addressing social and economic inequalities, as marginalized communities are often most 
affected by environmental degradation. 

• Scientific Uncertainty: Uncertainties in scientific understanding of complex environmental 
systems can complicate policy-making and lead to disputes over the appropriate level of 
precaution. 
 

Conclusion: 

• The politics of the environment is a multifaceted domain that requires navigating diverse 
interests, values, and challenges. Effective environmental governance demands collaborative 
efforts across national boundaries, sectors, and societal groups, guided by principles of 
sustainability, equity, and scientific evidence. 



 
Traditional & Non-Traditional Security Threats 
 
Traditional Security Threats: 

• Traditional security threats are primarily concerned with the protection of a state's sovereignty 
and territorial integrity from external military aggression. These threats are often state-centric 
and include: 

o Armed Conflicts: Wars between states or internal conflicts that can spill over borders. 
o Invasions: Unauthorized military incursions into a state's territory by another state.  
o Nuclear Proliferation: The spread of nuclear weapons and the potential for nuclear 

warfare. 
o Territorial Disputes: Disagreements over the ownership or control of land or maritime 

areas. 
 
Non-Traditional Security Threats: 

• Non-traditional security threats are diverse and encompass a wide range of issues that can 
affect the well-being and security of individuals, societies, and states. These include: 

o Terrorism: Acts of violence by non-state actors to achieve political, religious, or 
ideological objectives. 

o Cyber Attacks: Disruptive or destructive activities in cyberspace targeting computer 
systems, networks, and data. 

o Pandemics: Global outbreaks of infectious diseases that can cause widespread health, 
economic, and social disruptions. 

o Climate Change: Environmental changes due to global warming, leading to natural 
disasters, resource scarcity, and displacement of populations.  

o Transnational Crime: Cross-border criminal activities, such as human trafficking, drug 
smuggling, and money laundering. 

Evolution of Security Concepts: 

• The distinction between traditional and non-traditional security threats reflects the evolving 
nature of global security challenges in the 21st century. Key developments include : 

o Human Security: A shift in focus from the security of states to the security of 
individuals, emphasizing the protection of people from threats to their rights, safety, 
and well-being. 

o Comprehensive Security: An approach that recognizes the interconnections between 
various security dimensions, including military, economic, environmental, and social 
aspects. 

o Interconnectedness: The increasing recognition that security threats are 
interconnected and can have cascading effects across different domains.  

Conclusion: 
• The concepts of traditional and non-traditional security threats provide a framework for 

understanding the diverse challenges to global security. Addressing these threats requires a 
holistic and cooperative approach that integrates various dimensions of security and involves 
multiple actors, including states, international organizations, and civil society.  

 
1. Who is associated with the concept of the 'End of Ideology' debate in international relations? 
A) Francis Fukuyama 
B) Samuel P. Huntington 
C) Daniel Bell 
D) Henry Kissinger 
 



2. Who argued that non-state actors, like terrorist groups, have become significant players in 
international relations? 
A) Jessica Stern 
B) Martha Crenshaw 
C) Bruce Hoffman 
D) David Kilcullen 
 
 
3. Who is associated with the concept of 'environmental security' in the politics of the environment? 
A) Norman Myers 
B) Thomas Homer-Dixon 
C) Paul Ehrlich 
D) James Lovelock 
 
4. Which thinker's ideas on 'The Tragedy of the Commons' are relevant to discussions on 
environmental politics? 
A) Garrett Hardin 
B) Elinor Ostrom 
C) Rachel Carson 
D) Bill McKibben 
 
5. Who proposed the concept of 'security dilemma' that is central to traditional security threats in 
international relations? 
A) John Herz 
B) Hans Morgenthau 
C) Kenneth Waltz 
D) Barry Buzan 
 
6. Which thinker's work on 'The Utility of Force' discusses the changing nature of warfare and 
security? 
A) Rupert Smith 
B) Carl von Clausewitz 
C) Sun Tzu 
D) Martin van Creveld 
 
7. Who is known for the 'Democratic Peace Theory,' which argues that democracies are less likely to 
go to war with each other? 
A) Immanuel Kant 
B) Michael Doyle 
C) John Mearsheimer 
D) Francis Fukuyama 
 
8. The concept of 'human security' broadens the traditional focus of security to include: 
A) Only state-centric military concerns. 
B) Economic, health, and environmental dimensions. 
C) The security of political leaders. 
D) The protection of cultural heritage. 
 
9. Who argued that the spread of global capitalism leads to the 'End of History,' where liberal 
democracy becomes the universal form of government? 
A) Samuel P. Huntington 



B) Francis Fukuyama 
C) Daniel Bell 
D) Karl Marx 
 
10. Which thinker is known for critiquing the 'Clash of Civilizations' thesis and advocating for a more 
nuanced understanding of cultural interactions? 
A) Edward Said 
B) Amartya Sen 
C) Gayatri Spivak 
D) Homi Bhabha 
 
11. Who proposed the 'Three Generations of Human Rights' framework, which includes civil-
political, socio-economic, and collective-developmental rights? 
A) Jack Donnelly 
B) Karel Vasak 
C) Thomas Pogge 
D) Henry Shue 
 
12. Which thinker's work on 'Risk Society' discusses the global challenges posed by technological 
and environmental risks? 
A) Ulrich Beck 
B) Anthony Giddens 
C) Niklas Luhmann 
D) Bruno Latour 
 
13. Who is associated with the concept of 'Human Security,' which broadens the traditional notion 
of security to include non-military threats? 
A) Mahbub ul Haq 
B) Amartya Sen 
C) Sadako Ogata 
D) Kofi Annan 
 
14. Who argued that globalization leads to the erosion of state sovereignty and the rise of non-state 
actors in international politics? 
A) Susan Strange 
B) Jessica Stern 
C) Martha Crenshaw 
D) Richard Haass 
 
15. Which thinker's work on 'Orientalism' provides a critical perspective on the Western 
representation of non-Western societies? 
A) Edward Said 
B) Homi Bhabha 
C) Gayatri Spivak 
D) Stuart Hall 
 
16. Which thinker's ideas on 'The Responsibility to Protect' (R2P) are relevant to the debate on 
humanitarian intervention and state sovereignty? 
A) Gareth Evans 
B) Kofi Annan 
C) Michael Ignatieff 



D) Thomas Weiss 
 
17. Who proposed the 'English School' of international relations, which emphasizes the role of 
norms and institutions in shaping state behavior? 
A) Hedley Bull 
B) Martin Wight 
C) Barry Buzan 
D) Charles Manning 
 
18. Which thinker's work on 'The Coming Anarchy' discusses the potential for state failure and non-
traditional security threats in the post-Cold War era? 
A) Robert D. Kaplan 
B) Francis Fukuyama 
C) Samuel P. Huntington 
D) Thomas P. M. Barnett 
 
19. Who is associated with the concept of 'cosmopolitanism,' which challenges the traditional notion 
of state sovereignty in favor of global citizenship? 
A) Kwame Anthony Appiah 
B) Martha Nussbaum 
C) Ulrich Beck 
D) Jürgen Habermas 
 
20. Which thinker's ideas on 'The Paradox of Plenty' are relevant to understanding the resource curse 
and its impact on state sovereignty and development? 
A) Terry Lynn Karl 
B) Paul Collier 
C) Michael Ross 
D) Jeffrey Sachs 
 
21. Who argued that the rise of transnational issues like climate change requires a rethinking of 
traditional security concepts and state sovereignty? 
A) Daniel Deudney 
B) Simon Dalby 
C) Robyn Eckersley 
D) Barry Buzan 
 
22. The 'End of Ideology' debate suggests that: 
A) Ideologies are no longer relevant in modern politics. 
B) Only one ideology will dominate global politics. 
C) New ideologies are emerging rapidly. 
D) Ideologies are more important than ever. 
 
23. Samuel P. Huntington's 'Clash of Civilizations' thesis argues that future conflicts will be based on: 
A) Economic differences. 
B) Political ideologies. 
C) Cultural and religious identities. 
D) Territorial disputes. 
 
24. Cross-border terrorism is a challenge to international security because it: 
A) Is limited to specific regions. 



B) Can be easily controlled by single states. 
C) Involves non-state actors operating across national boundaries. 
D) Does not affect global politics. 
 
25. The concept of 'human rights' in international relations emphasizes: 
A) The primacy of state sovereignty. 
B) The protection of individuals' fundamental freedoms and dignity. 
C) The importance of military power. 
D) The role of economic development. 
 
26. The 'politics of environment' in international relations is concerned with: 
A) Ignoring environmental issues for economic growth. 
B) Addressing global environmental challenges like climate change. 
C) Prioritizing national interests over environmental protection.  
D) Rejecting international cooperation on environmental issues.  
 
27. Traditional security threats in international relations typically involve: 
A) Cultural conflicts. 
B) Economic crises. 
C) Military confrontations between states. 
D) Environmental disasters. 
 
28. Non-traditional security threats include: 
A) Interstate wars. 
B) Nuclear proliferation. 
C) Cyber-attacks. 
D) Territorial disputes. 
 
29. The 'End of History' thesis by Francis Fukuyama suggests that: 
A) History is cyclical. 
B) Liberal democracy is the final form of government. 
C) Ideological conflicts will intensify. 
D) Authoritarian regimes will dominate. 
 
30. In the context of human rights, the concept of 'Responsibility to Protect' (R2P) implies that: 
A) Individuals are responsible for protecting their own rights.  
B) States have a responsibility to protect their citizens from mass atrocities. 
C) International organizations should prioritize state sovereignty over human rights. 
D) Human rights are secondary to national security concerns.  
 
31. The debate on the 'politics of environment' often centers around the tension between:  
A) Science and religion. 
B) Economic development and environmental protection. 
C) Democracy and authoritarianism. 
D) Military security and human security. 
 
32. Non-State actors in international relations include: 
A) Only terrorist groups. 
B) Only multinational corporations. 
C) Both non-governmental organizations and multinational corporations. 
D) Only governments of sovereign states. 



 
33. The 'Clash of Civilizations' thesis has been criticized for: 
A) Ignoring economic factors in conflicts. 
B) Overemphasizing the role of the state. 
C) Underestimating the importance of culture. 
D) Oversimplifying complex international relationships. 
 
34. In the context of cross-border terrorism, the term 'safe haven' refers to: 
A) Areas where terrorist groups cannot operate. 
B) Regions that offer protection and support to terrorist groups. 
C) Border areas that are heavily fortified by military forces. 
D) Zones that are free from any form of conflict. 
 
35. The concept of 'sovereignty' in international relations is challenged by: 
A) The dominance of powerful states. 
B) The rise of global economic institutions. 
C) The increasing importance of non-state actors. 
D) The stability of international borders. 
 
36. Human rights issues are often addressed in international relations through: 
A) Unilateral military interventions. 
B) Diplomatic negotiations and international treaties. 
C) Ignoring international norms and laws. 
D) Focusing solely on economic development. 
 
37. The 'tragedy of the commons' is a concept that highlights: 
A) The benefits of common resource management. 
B) The success of collective action in environmental conservation.  
C) The overuse of shared resources leading to environmental degradation. 
D) The irrelevance of environmental issues in international politics.  
 
38. Traditional security threats differ from non-traditional security threats in that they: 
A) Focus on economic stability. 
B) Emphasize environmental sustainability. 
C) Involve state actors and military aggression. 
D) Highlight the role of global governance. 
 
39. In the debate on human rights, 'cultural relativism' argues that: 
A) Human rights are universal and should be applied equally everywhere.  
B) Human rights concepts are shaped by cultural and historical contexts. 
C) Western cultures have superior human rights standards. 
D) Cultural traditions should be ignored in favor of human rights.  
 
40. The rise of non-state actors in international relations has led to: 
A) A decrease in global conflicts. 
B) Stronger state sovereignty. 
C) Greater complexity in addressing global issues. 
D) Reduced importance of international law. 
 
41. Cross-border terrorism challenges the traditional notion of security by: 
A) Being easily managed through conventional military means.  



B) Having a minimal impact on international relations. 
C) Involving non-state actors and asymmetric warfare. 
D) Being confined to specific geographic regions. 
 
42. The concept of 'human security' expands the traditional notion of security to include: 
A) Only military threats. 
B) Economic, social, and environmental dimensions. 
C) The security of state borders. 
D) The protection of non-state actors. 
 
43. Cross-border terrorism poses a challenge to international security because it: 
A) Is easily managed by individual states. 
B) Does not impact global politics. 
C) Involves complex networks that transcend national boundaries. 
D) Is confined to specific regions. 
 
44. The 'politics of environment' in international relations involves: 
A) Disregarding environmental issues for the sake of development.  
B) Balancing ecological concerns with economic and political interests. 
C) Prioritizing national interests without regard for environmental consequences.  
D) Rejecting the need for international cooperation on environmental matters.  
 
45. Non-traditional security threats in international relations include challenges such as: 
A) Conventional warfare between states. 
B) Border disputes. 
C) Cybersecurity and pandemics. 
D) Territorial annexation. 
 
46. The debate on human rights in international relations often revolves around the tension 
between: 
A) State sovereignty and individual freedoms. 
B) Economic development and military security. 
C) Cultural homogeneity and diversity. 
D) Nationalism and globalization. 
 
47. Which of the following best describes the impact of globalization on state sovereignty? 
A) It strengthens state sovereignty by promoting national interests.  
B) It has no significant impact on state sovereignty. 
C) It challenges state sovereignty by increasing interdependence and transnational flows. 
D) It enhances state sovereignty by reducing external influences. 
 
48. In the context of cross-border terrorism, international cooperation is crucial because: 
A) Terrorism is a localized issue that can be resolved independently by each state.  
B) Terrorism does not have significant global repercussions. 
C) Terrorist networks often operate across multiple countries and regions. 
D) Terrorism is solely a domestic concern for individual states.  
 
49. Human rights discussions in international relations often involve balancing: 
A) Economic growth with military expansion. 
B) Individual rights with state security. 
C) Environmental protection with cultural preservation. 



D) Technological advancement with historical traditions. 
 
50. Non-State actors have become increasingly important in international relations due to their: 
A) Limited impact on global politics. 
B) Ability to operate independently of state control. 
C) Focus on traditional military threats. 
D) Lack of involvement in cross-border issues. 
 
  



Model Question Paper 

Multiple choice Questions: 
 

1. International politics primarily concerns: 

A) Domestic policies of individual states 

B) Economic transactions between corporations 

C) Relations between nations and non-state actors on the global stage 

D) Cultural exchanges between different societies 

 

2. Which of the following is a key concept in Realism in international politics?  

A) International cooperation 

B) Balance of power 

C) Global governance 

D) Cultural diplomacy 

 

3. The theory of Idealism in international politics emphasizes: 

A) Military strength 

B) Economic sanctions 

C) Moral values and ethical principles 

D) National interests 

 

 

4. Neo-Realism in international politics focuses on: 

A) The role of international institutions 

B) The distribution of power in the international system 

C) The influence of domestic politics on foreign policy 

D) The importance of international law 

 

5. Which theory in international politics is associated with the concept of 'anarchy' in the 

international system? 

A) Idealism 

B) Liberalism 

C) Realism 

D) Constructivism 

 

6. The Decision-Making Theory in international politics focuses on: 

A) The behavior of international organizations 

B) The processes and factors influencing foreign policy decisions 

C) The economic interactions between states 

D) The cultural aspects of international relations 

 

7. System Theory in international politics is concerned with: 

A) The individual components of the international system 

B) The overall structure and functioning of the international system 

C) The decision-making processes of individual states 

D) The role of non-state actors in international relations 

 



8. Game Theory in international politics is used to: 

A) Analyze the cultural aspects of international relations 

B) Study the strategic interactions between states 

C) Focus on the role of international organizations 

D) Examine the impact of public opinion on foreign policy  

 

9. Who is considered the father of classical Realism in international politics?  

A) Immanuel Kant 

B) Thucydides 

C) Woodrow Wilson 

D) Hans Morgenthau 

 

10. The concept of 'collective security' is most closely associated with which theoretical approach in 

international politics? 

A) Realism 

B) Idealism 

C) Neo-Realism 

D) Constructivism 

 

11. Which characteristic best describes the nature of international politics? 

A) Cooperative and non-competitive 

B) Governed by a central authority 

C) Anarchic and characterized by power struggles 

D) Solely focused on economic relations 

 

12. The scope of international politics includes: 

A) Only diplomatic relations 

B) Only military conflicts 

C) Economic, cultural, and environmental issues, among others 

D) Only trade agreements 

 

13. Idealism in international politics emphasizes: 

A) The inherent goodness of human nature 

B) The primacy of national interest 

C) The inevitability of conflict 

D) The role of economic factors 

 

14. Realism in international politics asserts that: 

A) International law and organizations can effectively prevent conflicts  

B) States act primarily out of moral concerns 

C) States are the primary actors driven by the pursuit of power 

D) Cooperation among states is the norm 

 

15. Neo-Realism differs from classical Realism by: 

A) Emphasizing the role of international institutions 

B) Focusing on the distribution of power in the international system 

C) Rejecting the concept of the balance of power 

D) Ignoring the role of state behavior 



16. Decision-Making Theory in international politics focuses on: 

A) The behavior of international organizations 

B) The impact of economic factors on state behavior 

C) The processes and factors influencing how decisions are made by state actors 

D) The distribution of natural resources 

 

17. System Theory in international politics is concerned with: 

A) The individual decision-makers within states 

B) The analysis of specific foreign policies 

C) The study of the international system as a whole and its impact on state behavior 

D) The cultural aspects of international relations 

 

18. Who among the following is considered a key thinker in the development of the concept of the 

nation-state? 

A) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

B) Karl Marx 

C) Thomas Hobbes 

D) Immanuel Kant 

 

19. The theory of Realism, which emphasizes national power and security, is most closely associated 

with which thinker? 

A) Woodrow Wilson 

B) John Locke 

C) Hans Morgenthau 

D) Plato 

 

20. Which thinker is known for advocating the idea of the national interest as a guiding principle of 

foreign policy? 

A) Niccolò Machiavelli 

B) Adam Smith 

C) John Stuart Mill 

D) Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

21. The concept of collective security is central to the ideas of which thinker? 

A) Immanuel Kant 

B) Thomas Hobbes 

C) John Mearsheimer 

D) Henry Kissinger 

 

22. Who among the following is associated with the balance of power theory in international 

relations? 

A) Kenneth Waltz 

B) Alexander Hamilton 

C) Thucydides 

D) John Rawls 

 

23. The idea of a balance of power as a means to prevent war was prominently discussed by: 

A) Karl Marx 



B) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

C) Henry Kissinger 

D) Immanuel Kant 

 

24. Which thinker's work laid the groundwork for the concept of national power in international 

relations? 

A) Niccolò Machiavelli 

B) John Locke 

C) Max Weber 

D) Karl Marx 

 

25. The principle of national interest in foreign policy is often attributed to the writings of:  

A) Immanuel Kant 

B) Thomas Hobbes 

C) Hans Morgenthau 

D) John Stuart Mill 

 

26. Who among the following is considered a proponent of the idea of collective security in 

international politics? 

A) Woodrow Wilson 

B) Niccolò Machiavelli 

C) Thucydides 

D) Karl Marx 

 

27. The concept of the balance of power as a key element of international relations was advanced 

by which thinker? 

A) Immanuel Kant 

B) Hans Morgenthau 

C) Henry Kissinger 

D) John Mearsheimer 

 

28. Which of the following best describes diplomacy? 

A) The art and practice of conducting negotiations between nations 

B) The use of military force to achieve foreign policy goals 

C) The establishment of trade relations between countries 

D) The promotion of cultural exchange programs 

 

29. What is the primary goal of disarmament and arms control efforts? 

A) To eliminate all weapons globally 

B) To reduce the number of weapons and their threat 

C) To increase the production of weapons for defense 

D) To establish a global military alliance 

 

30. Nuclear proliferation refers to: 

A) The spread of nuclear weapons to additional countries 

B) The dismantling of existing nuclear weapons 

C) The use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes 

D) The reduction of nuclear arsenals through treaties 



 

31. Which organ of the United Nations is primarily responsible for maintaining international peace 

and security? 

A) The General Assembly 

B) The Security Council 

C) The International Court of Justice 

D) The Secretariat 

 

32. The concept of the New World Order refers to: 

A) A new era of global cooperation and governance 

B) The establishment of a single world government 

C) The end of diplomacy and the use of force in international relations  

D) The promotion of isolationism by individual nations 

 

33. Who is known for their contributions to the theory of diplomacy and international relations, 

particularly through their concept of "soft power"? 

A) Henry Kissinger 

B) Joseph Nye 

C) George F. Kennan 

D) Hans Morgenthau 

 

34. Which thinker is associated with the concept of "arms control regimes," emphasizing the 

importance of agreements to limit and reduce armaments? 

A) Kenneth Waltz 

B) Thomas Schelling 

C) Robert Jervis 

D) Scott Sagan 

 

35. Who among the following is known for their work on nuclear proliferation, advocating for the 

prevention of the spread of nuclear weapons? 

A) Graham Allison 

B) John Mearsheimer 

C) Kenneth Waltz 

D) Scott Sagan 

 

36. Which thinker is associated with the idea of "collective security," suggesting that nations should 

act together to prevent aggression? 

A) Woodrow Wilson 

B) Winston Churchill 

C) Joseph Stalin 

D) Charles de Gaulle 

 

37. Who is known for their concept of "cosmopolitan democracy," proposing a global order based 

on democratic principles and international law? 

A) Immanuel Kant 

B) John Rawls 

C) Jürgen Habermas 

D) Michel Foucault 



 

38. Which event marked the beginning of World War I? 

A) Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand 

B) Signing of the Treaty of Versailles 

C) German invasion of Poland 

D) Bombing of Pearl Harbor 

 

39. The Treaty of Versailles, signed in 1919, was aimed at: 

A) Establishing the League of Nations 

B) Punishing Germany for its role in World War I 

C) Redrawing the boundaries of Europe 

D) Allowing for the unrestricted rearmament of Germany 

 

40. The policy of appeasement was most closely associated with which event? 

A) Berlin Blockade 

B) Cuban Missile Crisis 

C) Munich Agreement 

D) Korean War 

 

41. The Marshall Plan was designed to: 

A) Rebuild Europe after World War II 

B) Contain the spread of communism 

C) Provide economic aid to developing countries 

D) Establish a military alliance against the Soviet Union 

 

42. The Cuban Missile Crisis of 1962 was a direct confrontation between the United States and:  

A) Cuba 

B) Soviet Union 

C) China 

D) North Korea 

 

43. The policy of détente was characterized by: 

A) Increased tensions between the superpowers 

B) Relaxation of tensions between the superpowers 

C) Military buildup in Europe 

D) Intensified nuclear arms race 

 

44. The collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991 marked the end of: 

A) World War I 

B) Cold War 

C) Korean War 

D) Vietnam War 

 

45. The concept of "new world order" was prominently used by which US president to describe the 

post-Cold War international system? 

A) Ronald Reagan 

B) George H.W. Bush 

C) Bill Clinton 



D) George W. Bush 

 

46. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) was established in response to: 

A) Soviet aggression in Eastern Europe 

B) The Korean War 

C) The Vietnam War 

D) The Cuban Missile Crisis 

 

47. The United Nations was founded in 1945 to: 

A) Promote international cooperation and prevent future wars 

B) Establish a global military alliance 

C) Punish Axis powers for their role in World War II 

D) Provide economic aid to developing countries 

 

48. Which of the following best describes India's foreign policy approach post-independence? 

A) Non-alignment and strategic autonomy 

B) Alignment with the Soviet Union 

C) Alignment with the United States 

D) Active involvement in regional conflicts 

 

 

49. India's "Look East Policy," initiated in the 1990s, aimed to: 

A) Strengthen ties with countries in South Asia 

B) Enhance economic and strategic relations with Southeast Asia 

C) Improve relations with countries in West Asia 

D) Deepen engagement with countries in the Indo-Pacific region 

 

50. Which of the following countries is not a member of the South Asian Association for Regional 

Cooperation (SAARC)? 

A) India 

B) Pakistan 

C) Sri Lanka 

D) Myanmar 

 

51. India's foreign policy approach towards West Asia is primarily influenced by: 

A) Economic considerations 

B) Strategic partnerships 

C) Energy security 

D) Cultural ties 

 

52. The 'Neighborhood First Policy' of India focuses on: 

A) Prioritizing economic development within India 

B) Strengthening ties with neighboring countries 

C) Asserting dominance over neighboring regions 

D) Ignoring regional conflicts 

 

53. The "Act East Policy" of India is an extension of the earlier "Look East Policy" and aims to: 

A) Strengthen India's strategic ties with East Asian countries 



B) Isolate India from its neighboring regions 

C) Limit India's economic engagements in the region 

D) None of the above 

 

54. The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) 

includes which of the following countries? 

A) India, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, Thailand 

B) India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan, Maldives, Afghanistan 

C) India, China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, New Zealand 

D) India, Russia, Iran, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, UAE 

 

55. The Bretton Woods system, established in 1944, led to the creation of which two major 

international financial institutions? 

A) International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank 

B) World Trade Organization (WTO) and United Nations 

C) European Union (EU) and North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)  

D) Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and Asian Development Bank (ADB)  

 

56. The Uruguay Round of trade negotiations led to the establishment of which international 

organization? 

A) International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

B) World Bank 

C) World Trade Organization (WTO) 

D) North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 

 

57. The North-South dialogue primarily refers to the discussions and negotiations between: 

A) Developed and developing countries 

B) Western and Eastern bloc countries 

C) Capitalist and socialist countries 

D) Industrialized and agrarian economies 

 

58. Which regional organization aims to promote economic cooperation and integration among 

Southeast Asian nations? 

A) European Union (EU) 

B) Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

C) South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC)  

D) Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO)  

 

 

59. BRICS is an acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies. Which of the 

following is not a member? 

A) Brazil 

B) Russia 

C) India 

D) China 

 

60. Which of the following best defines globalization? 

A) The process of increasing international trade and economic exchange 



B) The integration of economies, cultures, and societies through global networks  

C) The spread of democracy and human rights worldwide 

D) The decline of national borders and sovereignty 

 

61. One of the key features of globalization is: 

A) Increased protectionism 

B) Decreased interconnectedness 

C) Cultural homogenization 

D) Reinforcement of national identities 

 

62. Which of the following is not an effect of globalization? 

A) Increased economic interdependence 

B) Greater cultural diversity 

C) Environmental degradation 

D) Spread of infectious diseases 

 

63. The impact of globalization on the sovereignty of states is best described as: 

A) Strengthening state sovereignty 

B) Reducing state sovereignty 

C) Having no impact on state sovereignty 

D) Transforming state sovereignty into supranational governance 

 

64. An alternative perspective on globalization suggests that it: 

A) Is a purely economic phenomenon 

B) Benefits only developed countries 

C) Is a Western-dominated process 

D) Leads to the erosion of cultural identities 

 

65. Who is associated with the concept of the "End of History," suggesting that liberal democracy 

has triumphed and represents the final form of government? 

A) Samuel Huntington 

B) Francis Fukuyama 

C) Daniel Bell 

D) Karl Marx 

 

66. The "Clash of Civilizations" theory, proposed by Samuel Huntington, argues that future conflicts 

will be primarily based on: 

A) Ideological differences 

B) Economic disparities 

C) Cultural and religious identities 

D) Territorial disputes 

 

67. Which thinker is known for his work on non-state actors and their impact on international 

relations, particularly in the context of terrorism? 

A) Michel Foucault 

B) John Rawls 

C) Robert Keohane 

D) David Kilcullen 



 

68. The idea of human rights in international relations is often associated with the work of: 

A) John Locke 

B) Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

C) Immanuel Kant 

D) Thomas Hobbes 

 

69. Who among the following is known for his contributions to the study of environmental politics 

and sustainable development? 

A) Garrett Hardin 

B) Rachel Carson 

C) Gro Harlem Brundtland 

D) Thomas Malthus 

 

70. The "End of Ideology" thesis, proposed by Daniel Bell, suggests that: 

A) Ideologies will continue to shape international relations 

B) Ideologies have lost their relevance in shaping political outcomes 

C) Ideologies are evolving into new forms 

D) Ideologies are becoming more extreme 

 

71. The concept of human rights in international relations emphasizes: 

A) The rights of individuals over the rights of states 

B) The sovereignty of states over individual rights 

C) The promotion of economic development over human rights 

D) The use of force to protect human rights 

 

72. The politics of environment in international relations refers to: 

A) The impact of environmental issues on political decision-making 

B) The use of environmental policies as tools of diplomacy  

C) The role of environmental organizations in shaping global politics  

D) The influence of environmental factors on the behavior of states  

 

73. The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) was founded by the leaders of which two 

countries? 

A) China and Russia 

B) India and Russia 

C) China and India 

D) Russia and Pakistan 

 

74. The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) was launched in 2000 as a cooperative initiative between 

India and which other group of countries? 

A) ASEAN 

B) BRICS 

C) SAARC 

D) SCO 

 

75. The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) aims to strengthen cooperation between India and 

which other region? 



A) Middle East 

B) Southeast Asia 

C) Central Asia 

D) East Asia 
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